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Week of Prayer for the Unity of Christendom 


The Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches has issued 
the following call for the Annual Week of Prayer for the Unity of Christendom which 
will take place, as usually, from January 18 to 25, 1950. 


"Once more Faith and Order invites all who care for its work to join in prayer 
for the unity of the Church of Jesus Christ according to His will, This week of 
prayer for Christian unity becomes increasingly a time when Roman Catholic and Protest- 
ant, Anglican and Orthodox Christians recognize in thankful intercession that "the 
walls of division do not reach the heaven", The Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches calls you to join this universal,prayer with certain pare 
ticular petitions in mind, because the Commission exists in order to be the handmaid 
of the Churches as they themselves face our Lord in His eternal prayer for our unity. 


"So let us pray especially for the plans being made by the Commission for a 
third world conference on Faith and Order to be held, God willing, at Lund in 1952, 
that the conference and the preparations for it may haat all the participating Churches 
to deeper perception of the Truth Whom they serve. 


"Let us pray for the three Theological Commissions which have for some years 
been preparing material for the Conference: that the first may deepen mubaal under~ 
standing of what each means by "the Church" and lead us all nearer to accepting what 
God means by the Church: 


that the second may illuminate for all the varied traditions in ways of Wor» 
ship and serve the offering to God through Christ cf that praise which is our bounden 
duty s , 

that the third may give the light which we need on the question of Intercommun- 
ion, because of the Sacrament of Unity has becowe an occasicn of division. 


ah a al 
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"Let us pray for the more honest and courageous recogniticn of those forces 
in history, political, economic. ¢ultural, which have influenced our divisions, and 
for grace to recognize, under the Lord of history, similar forces which may assist 
our recovery of unity in Him, 


"Let us pray for all those who take no official part in the preparation for 
Lund, but follow our work with sympathy and prayer; especially thanking God for 
ecumenical spirits in the Church of Rome. Let us pray too for those Christians, 
Orthodox and Protestant, in the U.S.5.R., in Eastern Evrope and parts of Asia, who 
are debarred from personal participation, especially for all who, under restraint 
or persecution, cannot express the unity they have with us in Christ", E.P.S.Geneva 


NETHERLANDS Transfer of Sovereignty of Indonesia 


The Synodal Board of the Netaerlands Reformed Church sent out the following 
fall to Prayer, on January 1, 1950, in view of the transfer of the sovereignty of 
Indonesia to the Republic of the United States of Indonesia: 


‘We know how our naticn has been painfully divided with regard to the form 
and the time of the transfer of sovereignty. We understand that many are filled 
with great satisfaction because of the freedom and the independence which have been 
acquired by the Indonesian people, At the same time we understand that others have 
serious objections with regard to the form and the context uf events, Many are 
deeply concerned whethez the work which was built up by the Dutch in Indonesia will 
proceed, In the Netherlands and in Indonesia many suffer deep grief because of 
sustained losses. 


"Tne Church confesses that Jesus Christ is Head of the Church and Lord of 
the worlc, Therefore it believes that great historical changes are more than the 
mere results cf political success or failure. In faith and obedience we shall have 
to seek the way of the Lord and listen to Him, Who speaks to us in the mis. of 
earthly shifts of power, We believe that we must now give up all different views 
and show clearly that we are concerned with the well=being of the Indonesian peoples. 


"We shali have to resist the temptation to stand sulkily aloof ~ or which 
would be worss =~ to watch with malicicus joy the difficulties by which the young 
republic will be faced at the beginning. We are convinced that God wants us to 
serve the Indonesian peoples in the new relationship, Wherever ovr help is asked, 
especialiy by the Indo..esian Churches as members of the world-wide Church, which 
have accepted the responsibility of bringing the Gespel, we must be ready to place 
able, devoted men and material aid at their disposal. 


‘We thus pray for God's guidance for cur Queen and the governments of the 
Netherlands and Indonesia and His blessing for both nations, We pray for the Indo-= 
nesian Churches, that there may be freedom to proclaim the Gospel and for the ser= 
vice of the Church in the wrld. We pray for ali, who have to bear heavy responsi- 
bility under these circumstances, for all whe are distressed and worried, that they 


may live by the power of ovr Lord Jesus Christ, 
* 


‘ 
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"There be many that say: ‘Who will show us any good? Lord lift thou up the 

light of Thy countenanée upon us!,® EoPsS. Geneva 

SCOTLAND Scottish Churches Ecumenical Association 


| A new Association, the Scottish Churches Ecumenical Association, was formed 
at a meeting in Edinburgh early in December. Dr. Nevile Davidson, minister of Glas= 
gow Cathedral, is the Chairman of the Association, 


The Very Rev. Professor John Baillie said that there were over 150 different 
Churches from 50 different countries in the World Council of Churches, and that Scote 
land was a sufficiently independent unit to have formed its own Ecumenical Committee. 
Local Ecumenical Councils were being formed in a number of Scottish towns, 


oH 4% 
Dollarbeg Group Discussed Training of Laity 


The fourth conference of the Dollarbeg Group, an unofficial ecuirenical group 
from the Protestant Churches in Scotland was held at the beginning of December at 
Dollarbeg. This group chose as the subject of this year's conference the training 
of laity and its place in the Church, This is an urgent question considering that 
the laity comprises more than 99 per cent of the Church. 


The conference was attended by about eighty people. There was a real feeling 
of the World Council since in addition to representatives from the Scottish Churches 
there were also visitors from Japan, America, Holland and India,. Professor H,Kraemer, 
of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, was the chief speaker, giving 


three lectures on "The Theological Significance of the Laity", "The Function of the 


Christian Laymen and Laywomen in the Church", and "The Function of the Christian Lay= 
men and Laywomen in the World", 


Prof. Kraemer's emphasis was on the sanction of the lay membership of the 
Church in the world as representatives of the Christian Church, He remarked that 
it was a sin for the laity to consider the Church as tthe concern of the clergy. 
Clergy and laymen must work together to understand the problems of the modern world, 
to find a new sociai. ethic which wae genuinely Christian and at the same time relevant 


to the modem situation. EoPeSs Geneva 
NORTHERN RHODZSTA Misionaries Join the United Church 


With the full concurrence of the Paris Evanzelical Mission their missionaries 
in Barotseland have joined the United Church of Northern Rhedesia, already consisting 


6f the United !issions ofthe Cepperbelt, the London itissionary Society and the Mission 


of the Church of Scotland, 


It is stated by the Society in Paris that tat a meeting in Barotseland in Octo~ 
ber 1949, our missionaries have unanimously recognised in such a movement an act of 
faith and obedience to our Lord, and an answer to the spiritual needs of the young 


Church, whose aspirations were to belong to the Universal Church". A similar unanimous 
decision was reached by the Synod of the native Churches in Parotseland, E.P.S.Geneva 
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CHINA | Christian Help to Refugees in Palestine 


Here is the translation of a message we have been asked to pass on, with a 
gift of 24 silver dollars, from some Chinese Christians in Hunan to refugees in Pas 
lestine: 


"To the beloved Christians’ of Bethlehem greeting) We have just heard here in 
China about your present difficulties, from an article of the World Council of Churches, 
translated for us into Chinese. We are so sorry to hear that you Christians in Bethle- 
hem are in such trouble, and also your refugees. We are glad you could make known the 
situation through the Council of Churches, 


"We have today been able to make a small collection amongst eaurselves. We are 
sorry it is not much, but it will bring you ovr sympathies, and also be a little help, 


"May God bless you and give you peace." EoP.S, Geneva 


A SR A Bi Fae 


The Message of the Pope for Christmas 1949 was transmitted in full in the 
Russian language for the first time by the Vatican Radio and by associated radio 


networks, E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Christmas Services in Eastern Zone Camps 


Christmas services both for Catholics and Protestants have been held in the 
internment camps in the Eastern zone, Both at these services and at Communion ser-— 
vices internees attended in great numbers and received copies of Christian literature 
and Christmas publicaticns, At the Protestant services sermons were delivered by 
Bishop Otto Dibelius (Berlin), Bishop Hahn (Dresden) and Bishop Nitzenheim (Eisenach). 


Propst Griiber also conducted a service for women intexnees, E,P.S, Geneva 
ISRAETy Government Bulletin of Church News 


News o2 religious life, edited by the official representat:res of the various 
locally resident Churches, is published in a bulletin issued by the Department of 
Christian communities in the Ministry of Cults of the State of Israel, Those Churches 
are: the Abyssinian, Anglican, the Arab Anglican Congregation, Armenivn and the Baptist 
Congregation; the Coptic, Greek Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Latin, Lutheran; Maronite, 
Russian Orthodox and Scottish Churches, 


At the end of 1948 the population of Israel included between 32,000 and 33,000 
Christians; this figure is estimated to have inéreased by a further 12,000 to 15,000, 
the Central Bureau of Government Statistics adds, 


The bulletin als> publishes do:uments issued by the Govemment of Israel, A 


noteworthy example in Bulletin No. 2 is an extrast from the "Proclamation of Indes 
pendence of the State of Israel (May 14, 1948), which affirms: 


w 
; 
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_ "The State of Israel will be based upon the principles of liberty, justice and peace 

_ enunciated by the Prophets of Israel. It will maintain the fuil social. and political 
equality of all its citizens, without distinction of creed, race or sex, It will 

_ guarantee liberty of (religious) cults, liberty of consciencs, liberty of education 

and of culture. It will assure the protection of the Holy Places of all religions 

- and will loyally maintain the principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 


E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY ; ; Active Church Life in the Russian Zone 
—Ss LT TC AT Anette ete rshnt-nsten is inant gta 


4 Living conditions and in particular the very active church life in the Eastern 
zone of Germany are the subject of a dctalled report published in "Kirche und Mann", 
the monthly publication of the Evangelical Church in Gemaany concerned with work 
amongst men. 


The report states: "in this zone the Church is a Living factor, | The Church 

holds divine services and,of course, celebrates Holy Communion, In mar:” parishes 
services of intercession are held every morning and sometimes in the wvenings also, 

_ Men gather together and wome meet in their own circles to aid one another and for 

“service to mothers, There are no actual Church "associations", nor branches of the 
(.M.C.A, Nevertheless surprisingly enough tle youth of the parish is alive. Evangelice 

al youth are often encountered wearing their badge, showing the cross on the world globe's 


, Leadership among the laity: "The laity is particularly active in leadership 

of those civcles vhich are most alive, The new schools set wp in the Russian zone 

are markedly this-worldly in character for any kind of religious instruction: is banned, 
The Church has therefore had to build up its own religious instruction which is not 
howeve called such but rathr "Christian teaching", For this purpose the Church has had 
to train its own teachers, There are alréady between 1lo,o96 and 12,000 of them = 

“men and women ~ in the entire Sovie zone," 


No open Church struggle? "The Church is the only place where people can speak 
freely, as is evident also externaily. There is quite a stir in Open meetings when 
aman of the Church declares that a nation goes to pieces if he is deprived of his 
freedom of conscience. Nowhere else would any one risk declaring that a nation can- 
not in the long rum be ruled by concentration camps methods," 


"A good and hopeful, co-operation with the Catholic Church is noticeable, not 
only in that respect. There is no ground, however, far assuming that there is an 
_ Open Church struggle in the Soviet zone. 

+s 


hy Lectures and evangelisation under Church auspices are practically impossible 
in ordinary halls. On the other hand, as many as 3,000 young people recently attended 


4 large Christian youth conference held in the Lausits region," 


Visitors from Western Germany are told by Christians in the Eastern Zones "We 
Go not envy you nor wish to cross the demarcation line, Here we have troubl.es, indeed, 


; It is easier to preach under such ci cumstarces, We can more directiy console 
Me another here because the anxiety is greater', E.P.Se Geneva 
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| Ecumenical. Review 


a The latest number of the quarterly publication "Ecumenical Review", issued 

_ by the World Council of Churches, chiefly deals with the problems of its Study De~ 

_ partment. "What is the Study Department really for?" The reply to this question is 

- given by some manera of the Sutdy Department, who have given the following informative 
_ headings to their comments: | 


: 'The Bible and the Church!s Message to t'ye World!; "The Evangelisation of Man 

_ in Modern Mass Society'; and ‘Christian Action in Society!, The Orthodox theologian 

_ Georges Florovsky, professor at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary in New 

_ York, deals with the question: 'The Doctrine of the Church and the Ecumenical Problem!, 
The Bishop of Berlin, D. Otto Dibelius, President of the Council of the Evangel ical 
Church in Germany, reports on 'The Position of the Church in the Eastern Zone!, 
A special section deals with the life and activity of the renowned medical missionary, 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer, 


The Ecumenical Chronicle contains information from South America and Europe, 
the Ecumenical Institute, various kinds of work and tasks of the “orld Council, the 
_ Christian East Asia Conference at Bangkok, and further practical problems of the 


_ World Council of Churches, Book reviews close this issue, E.oPeSe Geneva 
}. 
_ CONGO First Regional Church Conference 


The first Regional Church Conference, following the recommendation of the 

Conseil Protestant du Conguy hag been held in the Oriental Province. The place 

chosen was Blukwa, the beautiful, highland station of the African Iniand Mission, 
northeast of Irumu. F 


"We believe", writes J. Ohrneman, General Secretary of the C.P.C., "that the 
Conference was an historical event in the life of Christ's Church in Congo. The 
“Unity of thought and the feeling of warm fellowship, in which Africans and missionary 
_ leaders shared alike, was a convincing evidence of the guiding presence of the Spirit", 
e 


q Some of the Conference statistics are interesting: There were 72 Congolese 
delegates, and 14 Europeans, representing 40 different mission stations of 5 mission~ 
ary societies, The Congolese came from 21 different tribes, 

| Careful records were made of the Conference proceedings, Three different 
statements were prepared, One is a report prepared for fellow Missions in Congo. 
Secondly, a special article was written telling the story of the Conference and how 
it was used by God to strengthen the ties of fellowship among the different Mission 

_ groups represented, Thirdly, a short message was prepared by a group of African dele~ 
gates addressing themselves to fellow Christians all ofer Congo. E.P.S. Geneva 


GREECE Churches? Protest against Abduction of Children 
_ GREE Gaurches" Protest against Abduction of Children 
? The World Council of Churches in Geneva has received the following telegram, 


signed by Spyridon, Archbishop cf Athens and all Greece: 


z "The Church of Greece expressing the deep grief and rightecus indignation of 
the Greek people in the festival of the Holy Innocent takes the opportunity to 
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protest strongly once more at the unprecedented crime of the abduction of ténsof 

_ thousands of her children, a fact internationally investigated and verified. Re- 

_ ferring gratefully to the relative resolution passed at the Central Committee of 

_ the Churches in Chichester, since prolonged efforts of the authorities have proved 

_ fruitless, we fervently appeal through you to every Christian conscience to take 
every possible measure for the restoration and return of the children abducted by 
the Communiaria from their mothers! arms and still held in enemy countries. Such 
crimes in the twentieth century dishonout Christian civilisation and shame human 
mature. Since it is impossible to communicate separate. with each of the Churches 
_ cooperating with you we request you to convey this appeal to them", E.P.S. Geneva 


U.S.S.R. Christian Life among German Skilled Workers 


A report, based on long correspondence, regarding an increasingly vigorous 
Evangelical congregational life among German skilled wos:ers and their relatives 
living in the Soviet Union was presented by Dr. Krummacher and Superintendent Rose 
at the contierence recently held of all Evancelical church administrations of the 
Eastern Zone. It was stated that in one group of such workers alone 21 children 
were baptised during 1948, Other ministrations were being temporarily carried out 
by people not qualified in theology, Services and devotions were taking place 
regularly, and religious instruction and confirmation classes were also being started, 

BoPoS. Geneva 


«GERMANY "Angie in Night Shirts 

Discussion has been aroused by the publication during the Christmas season in 
a Church newspaper in the Eastern Zone of Germany wnder the heading “Angels in Night 
Shirts", In this letter a young réader protested against the bad taste showm in 
certain Christmas and Nativity plays. He wrote; 


""The 'dear God! exploited by a commercialised bourgeoisie to its ow ends, 
has revealed Himself in awe and need as the Mighty Lord of the world.’ Let us remen— 
ber that, when we represent Him in His Incarnation in Christmas plays. Let us avoid 
decking out small children as angels with night shirts and paper wings, for angels 
are serviceable spirits of the Lord of the world, Exercising proper discriminaticn, 
let us see to it that such plays are not degraded by spurious effects. Let us 
eliminate such bad taste or at least make energetic protest against it. We must 
ensure that every Christmas play is genuine testimony and not a mere pious, senti- 
mental entertainment," EoPoSo Geneva 
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The Significance of the Bangkok Conference 


Dr. John A, Mackay, President of Princeton (NoJ.) Theological Seminary and 
Chairman of the International Missionary Council, said in New York on his return 
from Bangkok, Thailand, that the major accomplishment of the Conference of East 
Asian Churches (see EPS No, 46/1949) "was to give a new regional sense of wity to 
the Christians of East Asia", 


"Formerly, the unity of that part of the world was imposed from without by 
conquest, by colonialism, and by concession. Now all these lands in East Asia find 
themselves in a totally new situation," he added. "This area has witnessed the de~ 
feat of Japan and the overrunning of China by Communism. The Philippines, India, 
Burma, Ceylon, Pakistan, Siam and Indonesia have all been liberated. Their need 
now is a reorientation and a reconstruction of their life; and into this picture 
come the youthful East Asian Churches which number about 15 million non-Roman Christ- 
jans," 


Dr. Mackay said the representatives of the Bangkok meeting were deeply conscious 
of the historical change and "felt called to a very special mission to proclaim the 
Christian Gospel in this new situation". 


"I think Christianity is having the greatest opportunity of its history in 
these areas," Dr. Mackay continued. "The opportunity which Christianity faces is due 
to the abysmal void in the thought and life of East Asia. The traditional religions 
are quite unable to cope with the new situation so that only Communism and Christiane 
ity can fill this void, In a very real sense the basic issue in present-day East 


Asia is the issue between Karl Marx and Jesus Christ," E.P.S, Geneva 
HUNGARY Changes in the Orthodox Church 


"An independent national Eastern Orthodox Church has been set up in Hungary" 
under "the spiritual jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate", 


: sith 
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According to ‘Religious News Service! (New York) the new Church comprises a 
majority group of the Orthodox community which seceded from the Serbian Orthodox 
Church and the jurisdiction of the Belgrade Patriarchate and voted to affiliate with 
the Russian Orthodox Church, 


Not inciuded in the new Church is a group of about 3,000 Orthodox who still 
belong to the jurisdiction of Bishop George Zubkovic (formerly attached to the Serbian 
Church), who for years was in charge cf all Hungarian Orthodox, 


y A solemn liturgy, broadcast over the Hungarian radio, was’ held in the Cathedral 
Church of Budapest on December: 28, to commemorate the establishment of the new Church. 
The Church wili be temporarily directed by an Episcopal Administrator pending the 
' 9 


appointment of a bishop, The bishop will be named by Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, with 


_the approval of the Hungarian government, BoP.S. Geneva 


| 
UNITED STATES Frotestant Women to Sign "Ecumenical Register’ 
: 


Plans are under way to have Protestant womex throughout the United States 
indicate their support of the new National Council of Churches (see EPS No. 38/1949) 
4 and the world Church cooperation mevement by signing en "Ecumenical Register of 
» Church Women", 


The project was launched by the United Council of Church Women, which claims 
_ to represent 10,000,000 Protestant women in the U.S.A. 


A spokesman for the United Council said the Register, when completed, would 
show the strength of shurch women and their desire to become an integral. part of the 
new nationaj. interdenominationa”. organisation, and their general interest in world 
Church cooperation. "We want to give signed testimony," the spokesman said, "that 
our contribution to the National Gouneil will be valuable and farreaching", 


The Register will list names, addresses, and denominations of church women 
"who want to stand up and be counted!, These names will be included in the official 
register when the United Council and six othe interdenominational agencies merge to 
_ become the Nationel Council at the end of 19£0, 


4 
4 
P 


2 | Women signing the Reg ster have been asked to epive a dollar as a token of 
3 gning g g 

- their interest. Mrs. RW. Hamilton, chairmen of the Registration Committee, said 
‘the money will be used to bring about greater understanding and cooperation among 


_ women of various Church groups, E.P.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Lay Interest in Theology 


3 Last autumn the Protestant professors of the John Hus Theological Faculty in 
Prague decided to organise in cooperation with the Church of the Czech Brethren a 
series of popular lectures abeut the subjects taught in the faculty. The lectures 
were meant for Jaymen and were planned to last three months, The Christian faith, 
the Confessions, Old and New Testansent History, the History of the Church, and the 
Life and Action of the Church were the subjects of the different lectures. Those 
Present were asked if they wanted the lectures to finish at the end of January as 
originally planned,or if they would like to haw them continue to a late date. The 


“Gecision was that the lectures should continue till the end of due, The interest in 
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_ this plan was so great that soon after the start of the kstures the faculty had no 
room big enough to seat all who wished to attend, A large lecture room had therefore 
_ to be rented in the Philosophy Faculty, 


J It was understood from the beginning that the lectures should not only give 
information about the different subjects, but that they were meant as an introduction 
to these subjects for further private study, 


” This new yet traditional kind of laymen!s training is going on in Prague not 
far elosed church precincts, but publicly in‘the university buildings,and the university 
_ today can hardly be considered as Christian, E.P.S. Geneva 


CE Theological Training for Orthodox Women 


a 4 A 
; The courses consist of the same main theological courses as are held for the 
men, with the omission of ancient languages and philosophy, There will be a special 
course on women's work in the Church in history and in its future possibilities, 


After two years! study, exams will be held and diplomas issued. The women will 
be trained for work as assistants to the priests in the parishes, for educational work, 
missionary and apologetic work and especially to help mothers in regard to the religious 
needs of their children, H.P.S. Geneva 


TIN AME RICA Recommendations of the First Latin 
ay American Evangelica!. Conference 


The First Latin American Evangelical. Conference (see EPS No. 31/1949) was held 
in Buenos Aires, July 18-30, 1949, The "Latin American News Letter‘ (No.33, 1949) 

published in New York by the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, reproduces 

a synthesis of the recommendations made by this Conference, from which we quote the 

- following: 


* . Regarding Evangelism, the Conference recommended that it should be carried out 

on every appropriate occasion, Although Missionboards should be requested to continue 
nding missionaries to Latin America to collaborate with the nationals, a ‘modus 

Operandi' among younger Churches and older ones should be adopted, 

A In order to reach the Indians with the Gospel agricultural colonies should be 

established on an interdenominational basis. 


- 


' Having in mind the shortage of schools and colleges in Latin America, schools 
Should 


be established in rural areas. 

¥ Where no National Council of Churches exists efforts should be made to form 
hem, Social work (campaigns against elcoholism, gambling, hospitals, homes forthe 
aged, orphanages, etc.) should be undertaken and carried on interdenominationally. 
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. 4 As to the influence of the Churches in political affairs, they should seek to 
romote understanding among those who across political frontiers, accept a common faith, 
ership the same God and believe in the power of the Gospel... The Churches should not 

: ‘for get that religious liberty is virtually related to all the human freedoms, 

F . Regarding ministerial preparation, there should be more cooperation among denomin- 

ations in Bible institutes and seminaries wherever possibie, not only from the point of 


8 conomy, but also because of the promotion of understanding among the Churches, 
e A E.P.S. Geneva 


The Churches and American Policy in the Far East 


The Archbishop of York, Dr, Garbett, at New Year issued a message, in which he 
egan by mentioning with pleasure a number cf fresh indications of an increased feel- 
for the Church, In connection with the relation of the Church of England to the 
lurch of Rome, his message goes ons 

"It is a cause of thankfulness that much of the bitterness which marred cort ro= 
rsy with Roman Catholic has disappeared, We have learnt to recognize the devotion 
our Lord of millions cf Roman Catholics, and to admire the steadfastness and courage 
lich so many of them have shown under attack from atheistic Communism, But it would 
folly to underestimate the solidity of some of the barriers which still separate 

the Church of England and the Church of Rome. 

"Tt was impossible for the Church of England to accept the jurisdiction of 
Pope and the Vatican doctrine of his infallibility in matters of faith and morals, 
efused also te believe as necessary to salvation doctrines taught by the Roman 

ch which cannot be proved by an appeal to the Scriptures", 


____ In answer to the clair that the switch from the Church cf England to the Roman 
tholic Church was showing a substantial, increase, the Archbishop stateds 


"On one track there were many making the journey to Rome; but on the other, there 
S @ continuous stream of those leaving Rome and looking elsewhere for their spiritual 
» Year by year a large number of Roman Catholics joined the Church of England 3 

g them were very few priests or laymen of note, but there were many ordinary men 
women who deliberately left Rome for the Church of England, 'We are not a proselytize 
Church!, said tke Archbishop, ‘and I only menticn this movement from Rome as silence 


ten leads many to imagine mistakenly, that the spiritual traffic is always in one 


rection", E.P.S. Geneva 
.9.S.R. Roman Catholies in Moscow 
ose roman VavnoLcs =n MOSCOW 
. - The Soviet Goverrment has issued an entry visa to Fr. Louis No Brassard, in 


der that he may take over the spiritual care of American Catholics resident in Mos- 
W> Fr. Brassard is the successor of Fr. George A. Laberge, AeA, who worked in the 
viet capital from 1945 to the beginning of 1948, The latter returned on leave to 
ne United States in February 1948, but was subsequaitly unable to resume his duties, 
he Russian Government declared his papers invalid. Fr. Labergs was priest of the 


ne Catholic church in Moscow, St. Louis de Frances 


er 


4 
| 


:. 


Shortly after Fr. Laberge!s departure, Soviet officials took over control of 
St. Louis! and installed a priest of their own choosing, Fr. Adamovitch, a Catholic 
from Latviae They also allowed another priest, Fr. Jean de Matha Thomas, of the 
French Assumptionists, who had been co-operating with Fr. Laberge, to celebrate Mass 
daily. . E.P.S. Geneva 


_ “HUNGARY ) The Situation as Seen by Bishop Berecky 


The Hungarian Church News Service in Budapest in its latest issue (No. 6) prints 


_ extracts from Bishop Albert Berecky's recent report to the General Assembly of that 


Subdivision of his Church bordering upon the Danube. The Bishop stated: 


| "Our Church, by the judgment and grace of God; lives on that spot of the world, 
_where,betwson two struggling giants, there is not the slightest doubt as to which is 
the sphere of power in which we live, We belong to the Hungarian Reformed Church which, 
in he earthly life and service, shares the destiny of the Hungarian people. Our task 
is to be Christ's Church in this part of the world, to stand here in the tension of 
prophetic service. No selfish longing for salvation may justify our escaping from 
here to a God Whom we try to expropriate for our use or to a disobedient people, We 


' must stay on the critical spot where the Church of the apostles and prophets discharges 


her double task: to proclaim Godis Gospel and law and to intercede, in repentance, 

in the sight of our forgiving and gracious God, for our people. Our Church would cease 
to be a Church, should she flee from this point of tension. She must recognize her 
situation, here and now, in order to be able to discharge her God-given functions. Our 
Church is not between East and West: our Church is in the East, She must serve here, 
and she must accept from God!s gracious hands all struggles, travails and positive 
“achievements of the great transition in which we live, as opportunities to serve", 

E.P.S, Geneva 


_ GERMANY The Oikouniene and the Roman Catholic Church 


The Catholic monthly "Hochland" in its December issue publishes a contribution 
by the former head of the Chancery of the Evangelical Church in Germany, Dr. Hans 
_ Asmussen, on "The Oikoumene ard the Roman Catholic Church," The editors explain their 
_ step of giving to an Evangelical theologian of note the opportunity of expressing his 
_Views on this question by pointing to "our paperts long-established concern, the reunion 
of.separated brethren", e 


“hat 2s i: that really happens", writes Ur. Asmussen, "when, let us say, Lutherans 
find themselves joining with Anglicans or with Reformed in the Oikoumene? True, we 
do have people there who regard confessions in general as out of date, But they are 
not the ones who give the Oikoumene its character, If they did come to dominate it, 
the Oikoumene would be blown apart." 


Dr. Asmussen goes on to say that the Sacraments "do not yet hold the place in 
_ the Oikoumene which they could and should." But "there you have really the whole 
‘position of the Oikoumene, Apart from a few exceptions, nobody gives a thought to 
_ any fusion between Churches of differing confessions, and in this way each Church is 
_ $0 conscious of its responsibility for’ its own past that 2% recognises itself as not 
being at liberty to renounce its beings So the Oikoumene is not a Church. What it 
S, no theologian or churchman has yet been able to expovnd to men's satisfactione"! 


2 a 
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In connection with discussions between Evangelical and Catholic theologians, 
Dr. Asmussen states, "The conversaticns (held in Germany) between Evangelical and 
Catholic Christians have clarly demonstrated that these two bodies of men can genuinely 
act as partners in debate without disavowing or even calling in question their om 
binding obligations, In spite of the tie that binds them to Rome, Catholic theologians 
are able and willing to listen and to arrive at fresh conclusions, and in spite of 
Evangelical ‘freedom!, Evangelical theologians speak from a sense of being truly bound 
to their Church... But the Churches affiliated to the Oikoumene would be betraying 
the Oikoumene and themselves if they had not at the same time the desire to win Rome 


_, tO work with them, If the Oikoumene allows itself to be Satisfied with a position 


in wnich it exists without Rome, it is not what its name proclaims= even as the 
Encyclical ‘hiystici Corporis! make it plain that the Church of Rome cannot, in the 
long run, endure to be without us." E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Churches and American 
Policy in the Far East 


The future of the twelve hundred millions in Asia as a whole, and the strides 
made by Communism in the Far East, are occupying e great deal cf the American public!s 
attention, What policy is to be undertaken by the United States Government at this 
stage? Some suggestions in this regard are provided by the Executive Committee of 
the Federal Council of the Churches cf Christ in America, which on December 6 stated 
its attitude to the matter in a declaration entitled "The Churches and American Policy 
in the Far Hast'’, From this declaration we quote the following: 


"We believe the time has come for the United States unequivocally to restate 
its concern for those Asiatic peoples who today are struggling for higher standards 
of living and for equal rights within the world community” , 


What the Churches expects "We believe our Churches would welcome a bold 
proclamation of policy by the President of the United States... the purpose of which 
would be tc encourage the peoples of Asia to believe that the best way to achieve their 


awakened desires is not civil war and revolution with their dangers of a permanent 


_ tetalitarianism, but an orderly and progressive march toward the goal of a free and 
democratic Asia, 


"We believe the further advance of Communism in China and Asia canns permanently 
be stopped by military action..; It has taken advantage of a mass protest against 
grinding poverty, economic injustice, social maladjuient, and political, subservience 
to the West... If Communism thrives under conditions of poverty, hunger, and social 
unrest, so too, will democracy advance under conditions of social and economic improve~ 
ment; Our governumn., accordingly, should energstically support the Unitad Nations! 
programae of technical assistance," 


Practical su estions: "We believe the United States should proclaim its pur- 


pose to work for en early peace settlement with Japanese The creation in Japan of a 
free state, under conditions which would safeeuard the rights and ensure the di nities 
: 24 g 


of her peopie and which would accelerate the processes of economic and moral recovery, 


could be a powerful stimulus in the evolution of a democratic Asiace. 
yy. 


c "We believe the United States, in co-operation with the United Nations, shovld 
labour incessantiy for the observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for the 


peoples in Asia. 0° 


a 
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q "We believe the United States, as an earnest of its purpose to respect the 
_ rights and freedoms md dignities of Asiatic peoples, should complete the process 
of amending its imnigration and naturalisrtim laws wo that, within the quota system, 


all discriminatory statues based upon considerations of colour or nationality, would 
_ be removed... 


The Task of the Christian Community: "In its more fundamental aspects the crisis 
in Asia cannot be met by actions of government. There is a Spiritual vacuum in the Far 
Bast which must be filled /f there is to be achieved a free Asia at peace with itself 
and with the world, This spiritual vacuum can be filled by the Christian community. ee 


a "We point to the faithful and courageous Christian minority in Asia with admi- 
ration and thanksgiving. We call upon the Christian community of America to join with 
the Christian community in Asia in advancing a movement of spiritual reformation as 
daring in its conception and as revolutionary in its effects as was the Christian enter= 
_ prise of the early Apostles... 
a 
; "We believe it is unrealistic to suppose that the old patterns of missionary 
activity, predicated as they have too often been, upon denominational priorities, will 
suffice to Win Asia to Christ. The Churches of the United States, therefore, should 
-furthe consolidate their ministry of evangelism, education and social Services throughs 
“out the Asiatic world, Price of sectarian heritage must be transcended as Christians 
/ journey from the West to the East to exalt Him Who is the Savicus of the world and as 
faders of the Younger Churches visit the West to enrich and quicken our faith." 


E.P.S. Geneva 
An Important Decision on Church Unity 
Convinced that the time is come for a gathering of the Prctestant Churches in 
the U.S.A, "under one banner," 36 officiel spokesmen of nine large Evangelical Churches 
in America, at their meeting in Greenwich, Conno, on December 16, 1949 appointed a 
"permanent conference" to prepare tla plan for their organic union", 


UNITED STATES 


The nine Churches are the General Council of Congregational Christian Chu ches, 
he International Convention of the Disciples of Christ, the Evangelical and Reformed 
jhurch, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.Ao, the Methodist Commission cn Church Unity, 
he National Council of Community Churches, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the African 
ethodist Episcopal Zion Church and the Northen Province of the Moravian Church, These 
Churches have a total membership of approximately 20 million churchgoers. 


In their statement to the Churches, the delegates declared themselves resolved 


"to seek organic wnion in a feliowship and organisation of the Church which will enable 
‘it to act as one body", 


To this end, the perimanerd conference (to which each Church taking part will 

send seven delegates) will include representatives of certain interdenominational organi- 

‘Sations, the Federal Council. of the Churches of Christ in America, the Home Missions Coun— 
of Worth America, the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, the Intérnational 

uncil of Religious Education, the Association for a United Church, and others, 


E.P.S,. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Proposais for Further Lutheran Unity 


Alternative proposals for the furtherance of unity among the Lutheran 
Churches in America — one calling for merger and the other for federation = were 
drawn up in Chicago on January 5, at a session of the Conference on Lutheran Organ— 
ic Un ion ° 


_ 


The group, known as the Committee of Thirty-Four, consists of represen- 
tatives of eight general Church bodies, with an aggregate membership of nearly 
4,000,000, or two-thirds of American Lutheranism, These Church bodies are: 
the Augustana Lutheran Church, the American Lutheran Church, United Lutheran Church 
in America, United Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lutheran Free Church, Finnish Suomi 
Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church and Danish Lutheran Church. 


Also present at the meeting as unofficial observers were members of the 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, who comprise a committee which is now studying the 
Question of membership in the National Lutheran Council, The Missouri Synod dele- 
gation attended the unity negotiations for the first time since the movement gained 
impetus a year ago by the organisation of the Conference on Lutheran Organic Union. 


In a special resolution, the Committee of Thirty-Four expressed its "ereat 
Satisfaction" at the presence of the Missouri Synod representatives, and voiced the 
hope that the Missouri Synod will decide to participate in the co-operati* activities 


of the National Lutheran Council, thus bringing virtually ail Lutheran bodies to- 
gether in one agency. . 


The Committee cf Thirty-Four voted unanimously to submit three questions 
to the eight Church bodies associated in the National Lutheran Council for considera- 
tion this year, when all will held anmual or biennial conventions. 


. The parallel proposals were deem1:3 necessary, it was said, by the Rev. Dr. 
P.O. ersell, of Minneapolis, President of the Augustana Lutheran Church and chairmen 
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of the unity committee, because even in the event that organic union is agreed upon 
by the various bodies, it would take several years to consumusie such a merger, making 
it advisable to establish a federation to function in the interim period. Should one 


or more bodies vote negatively on mer;3er, then the proposal for federation will be 
considered as an alternative, 


‘ 
"| It is also proposed that... a biennial conference of all Lutheran general 
_ bodies, both members and non-members of the Council, be held to consider "questions 
relevant to the contemporary life and mission of the Church, and questions relating 


yt fuller Lutheran unity and eventual organic union", E.P.S, Geneva 
_ INDIA Interchurch-Relations 

Pd 3 ee ee 

% 


*» Important developments have taken place in the relations of the Church of 
“India, Burma and Ceylon,which is a part of the Anglican communiion,and the Church of 
Seen india, the United Church which came into existence in 1947, (See EPS Moy £8,494 
é 


. The Council of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon, meeting in Delhi, 
expressed its desire for unity with the Church of South India but urged, as the Lam~ 
beth Conf-rence had done, that the doctrinal position of the Church of South’ India 
be clarified as to place its adherence to the historic faith beyond question, The 
“Council expressed its agreement: with the majority view at the Lambeth Conference 

and thus recognises bishops, presbyters and deacons consecrated or ordained in the 
Church of South India as true bishops, presbyters and deacons in the Church of Christ. 
It added, however, that those who visit a diocese of the Church of India, Burma and 
Ceylon shall not normally celebrate in Anglican Churches, 


‘ 


f With regard to the ex-Anglican clergy of the Church iif South India, the 
Council decided that they shall perform sacramental acts and preach only in Anglican 
Churches except when the Bishop of the diocese consents to their preaching in non» 
Anglican Churches, 

% 


The Council requested the Bishoysto set up a special committee to deal 
ith questions of Faith and Order, affecting the relationship between the two Churches, 


; Finally the Council requested the Metropolitan to appoint a commissary 
in episcopal orders for the Nandyal area, 


se «KH 
/on behalf of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon/ 

‘ These resolutions were personiily presented/to the second Synod of the 
Church of Govth India at Madras by Bishop Mukerjee, The resolutions were fully dis 
‘eussed and the Synod adopted wmanimously an answer, the main passages of which are as 
follows: 


; "We express our gratitude to the General Council of the Church of india, 
burma and Ceylon and to Bishop Mukerjne for his visit to the Srnod as the representa~ 
tive of the Council and the bearer of its greetings. We heartily reciprocate these 
greetings and assure the C,I.B.C,. of our earnest desire for the closest possible 
ellowship between our two Churches, We rejoice especially in the fact that, by 
accepting the view of the majority of the Bishops at Lambeth, the General Cotncil has 


° 


laid the foundation upon which growing fellowship can be built, 
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"We affirm that we are now and at all times ready to welcome members of 
the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon to fellowship with us at the Table of the Lord, 
and long earnestly for the time when the C.I.B.C, shall be ready to welcome us to 
unrestricted fellowship, We have for some months been considering this six matters 
which the Lambeth Conference asked us to reconsider, and are now in a position to 
send the interim statement which we have approved, together with our answers to the 
questions asked by the Joint Committee of the convocations of Canterbury and York, 
We shall welcome discussion with the theologians of the C.I.B.0., regarding the 
substance of these replies," 


With regard to the relations concerning former Anglican clergy, the answer 
of the Church of India says: 


| "We recognise, of course, the entire freedom of the Church of India, Burma 
and Ceylon to make such recomendations as it thinks proper, and we recognise that 
there may be ministers of the Church of South India who will have no difficulty in 
accepting these regulations, But we must also frankly explain to the C.1I.B.C, that 
we cannot as a Synod advise our ministers to accept permission to officiate in Churches 
of the C.I.B.C, on the terms which are offered in this resolution. We have been from 
_ the beginning received into full fellowship by our other parent communions, The 
Anglican communion has not yet been able to receive us, The offer now made to some 
of our ministers of freedom to accept the hospitality of C.I.B.C, Churches is con+ 
ditional upon their refraining from accepting the preferred hospitality of others. 
This condition ces not seem to us to be consistent with the obligations of fellowe 
‘ship between Churches as we understand them, Moreover, we regret that those of our 
ministers who were previously Anglican should be placed under a restriction from 
which others are free in terms of Resolution 6, We believe that Christ has called us 
all into the one ministry of this One Church, and that we must stand together in the 
liberty and unity which He has given us, We pray and long for the day when all the 
Churches of the Anglican communion will be able to stand with us in this larger liberty, 
and even though we have to make the reservation contained in this paragraph, we rejoice 
that the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon has taken the great step which it has 
towards fellowship with us.‘ 


HH eH 
Second Synod of the Church of South India 


The Chrrch of South India, which has been inaugurated in 1947, hold its 
‘Second Synod in Madras from January 7 to ll, There were visitors from the Churches 
and missionary societies of Australia, Great Britain, Denmark, Germany and Sweden. 
Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft represented the World Council of Churches and preached the 
Sermon at the service in Madras Cathedral, Prof.Dr. Emil Brwmner (Switzerland), who 
ds in’a lecture tour in Asia under the auspices of the Y,M,C.A.,alsoacdressed the 


Synod, 


In his opening addyess the Moderator, Bishop Hollis said that the forma- 
tion of the Church of South India has caused a healthy disquiet. It was not the 
Church of South India which should be considered as an anomaly but the divided Churches. 
The presence of guests from nany Churches and the recent visit of the Bishop of Chi~ 
‘Chester and the Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church in Japan were signs of the 
great interest with which the development of the C.S,I, was being followed,. 


‘> * 
ee. ry 
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The Synod gave much attention to its relatiouships with other Churches, 
A detailed answer to the questions formulated by the Lambeth Conference (Conference 
of the bishops of the Anglican communion all ofer the world which met in London 
in 1948)was unanimously adopted, 


The Union Committee reported on conversations which are taking place 
with the Lutheran and Baptist “aurches, It was reported that the "Geylon Schemeti 
_ for Church union in Ceylon in which the Jaffna diocese is envelved, will now be con= 
_ Sidered by the various dioceses and the organs of the Churches in Ceylon, but that 
Bag will take at least six years before final action can be taken, 


i A new liturgy for the celebration of the Lord!s Suppers. based on the lie 
_ turgical traditions of the "parent communions was accepted for cptional use, 

fi ‘Bishop Hollis of Madras was re~elested as Moderator, On the océasion 

of his return to England the Synod expressed its deep gratitude to the Rev, J.SoMo 

_ Hooper, wko has been one of the pioneers of church unity in South India, and has rendered 


_ Unique services during the period of formation of the new Church, E.P.S. Geneva 
_ GERMANY Girls Thank the World Council of Churches 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria is maintaining in Prackenfels, 

near AltorS, a home for 34 German girls, mainly orphaned refugees, who are being 
_, trained there for the occupations they will eventually be taking upe An American 
: Christian youth worker in Bavaria recently speke to these giris, in the course of a 
_ visit he paid to their home, on Christian work being done today all over the worlds 
_ Their gratitude for a sewing-machine with which he presented them is expressed ina 
_ ietter written by them to the World Council of Churches in Genevat 
f 
bi itWe khow that you in Geneva are wondering how you can help all the Christe 
 ians in the world, You helped us in Germany,.. and gave us back our courage to Live. 
In an organisation like yours, you plan and help a lot, but you do not hear or see 
“much of the effects of your help and the joy. 


* 
‘ 


a 


q "Now we wish to thank you for all your work and help, and to express to 
Bou our unity with you and all Christians through our ecmmon Jesus Christ. Therefore 
we are Senaing you two Golden Angels which are used to decorate Christmas trees in 
"Germany," E.P.S, Geneva 


ii 


Dr. Florovsky Honoured 


bh: Prof. Dr. Ge Florovsky, the weli~known ecumenical study leader and member 
of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee, at present a prefessor in the 
Orthodox Academy of St. Vladimir in New York, has been awared the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity honoris causa by the University of Boston in recognition of his nerits 
8s a theologian, | E.P.S, Geneva 


| CHINA Church Work Faced by Financial Difficulties 


China's Christian institutions ere in sexious financial straits, accorde 
ing to a report received in Boston, Mass,, from missionaries of the Gongregational 

ristian Churches in Fukien Province. A letter to the Board cf foreign Missions of 
this Church attributes these money difficulties first and foremost to the fact that 
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; that "under the sew rég’ms ali’ sections of the population are having to tighten their 
belts as a result of heavier taxation and reduced incomes," 


This means that Church members are less able to give to their Churches; 
parents are unable to pay school fees and the Sick gannot pay toward hospitalisa- 
tion. Thus the resources of these institutions are greatly reduced while at the 


_ Same time they are trying to make available to the poor as much free tuition and 
_ hospitalisation as possible, 


‘ Communism, the message continued, presents to Christianity in China the 
greatest challenge it has had since the days of the first missionaries, The Church 
in China stands today more conspicadszty than ever before for what we Christians be= 
lieve to be the truth for the world, For us to stop upholding the Chinese Churches 
fein this hour of their great need would be to raise grave doubts in their midst as to 
_ the sincerity of our faith and the truth of ow Gospel cf a universal Church, 


iy The missionaries! letter gives 2 plain answer to the question as to whether 
B the presence of foreign missionaries in China is desired: 

b. | 

‘fe "The hope is repeatedly expressed that all missionaries who possibly can do 
_ 80 will remain to work with the Chinese Church in this new era," E.P.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA Cable of Greeting from the Church to Stalin 


a On the occasion of his seventieth birthday, the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian 
_ Orthodox Church sent to Stalin a cable of good wishes, with the name of Metropolitan 
_ Paissy heading the list of signatures. 
a "The Bulgarian Orthodox Church," runs the telegram, "takes especial pleasure 
Pan its obligation on this occasion te make mention of the spiritual and material 
iston a of the great Russian Orthodox Church, which thanks to your statesmanlike 


- vision and encouragement has been given full freedom of constitution, self-administra- 
_ tion and development, 


3 "It was thanks to yow political acumen that the Russian Orthodox Church 
Came into being, and rose, as was its due, to be the highest authority in Orthodoxy's 
eSistance of pernicious religious influences from the West. It is strengthening by 

its example the Churches of the Hast in their heavy responsibility of resolving to 
maintain the Orthodox faith in all its purity, and to take their places in the active 


_ Yanks of those who stand for peace and democracy, And our Orthodox Church als*. is 


inspired by the desire to follow this example." E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Franco~German Conversations 
P 


“4 


M, Frangois—Ponget, French High Commissioner in Germany, on January 9 

iched in Kénigswinter with the heads of the German Churches, German leaders present 
this encounter were Bishop Dibelius of Berlin, Bishop Lilje of Hanover and Presi- 
ent Niemdller of Hesse, as well as the chief Protestant churchmen of the French Zone, 
, Frangois~Ponget was accompanied by several of his closest colleagues, and by 

Pastor Sturm, Chaplain-Inspector for Occupied Territories, 
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A number of vital questions concerning German public life were aired in 
_ an atmosphere of mutual understanding and shared responsibility, The discussion 
dealt among other things with the problem of the refugees and expellees from the 
| Hast, and with certain delicate matters connected with the war crimes trials, 
E.P.S, Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN How Heathen is Oxford? 
| A Wission to the University is to be organised in Oxford, under the general 


_ supervision of the Bishop of Bristol, from January 28 to February 5. This will be 
an official affair affecting the life of the city for a period of some days. Even 
now, people still talk of the evanvelistic campaign among students carried out in 
1931 by the late Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr, Temple, which, in the words of the 

_ Bishop of Southwell, “stopped the rot in the Christian life of postwar Oxford," 

_ Valuable traces were also left by the evangelistic week led by Bishop Stephen Neill, 
_ how Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, in 1947, 


b> A’ propos of the forthcoming mission, which has been prepared well in advance, 

_ the students! paper "Isis" has sought the answer the question as to just how heathen 

’ Oxford is today, An inquiry instituted on this point revealed that the Christian 

- faith in Oxford is "very evidently more lively than it is alacst anywhere else in 

the country". One indication of this is the growing number of communicants, "One 

_ College Chaplain who has kept records of service over the last sixteen years, stated 
that on every Sunday in the two years 1947-49 there were more communicants than on 


_ any Sunday in the years 1937-39." 


é In another college more than one-quarter of the students belong to the 
Student Christian Movement, A group of 70 students from various colleges meets daily 
for prayer. Some religious societies are now meeting every day, and a census has 

~ shown that about one in every seven undergraduates is a member of a specifically 
| religious society. 


Py This principle of readiness for Christian ideas and conduct, and the obvious 
demand for doctrinal teaching of a definite kind, do not, of course, apply to all the 
Colleges. "Some appear to be in a careless and amorphous state. Others are buzzing 
With life because they have "a Chaplain who is doing a first-rate job", or because an 
_ organised Christian fellowship is drawing people together, while some are helped by 
Dons of a truly Christian influence. 
4 _ On the intellectual level there is the lively Christian Faculty Group in 
History. On the philosophical level there is the club 'The Socratic!, On the politic- 
al side there is the "Christian Socialist Movement" and its Conservative couter part. 
The Movement "Christian Action" started in 1946, has also had considerable influence, 


- And what results are expected from the forthcoming Mission to the Univer+ 
_ Sity? "That it could do some drastic work amongst Christians in wfreezing some of 

_ the merely conventional types, and in cooling dom some of the more pathetic emotion< 
-alists. Thinking pecple are finding in Christ the only sure basis in our present 
universal uncertainty", B.P.S, Geneva 


NOTE: = We wish to apologise for an error in the last number of E.P.S, (No. 2, Janu- 
ary 13, 1950). The heading "United states = The Churches and American Policy in the 
‘Far East" on page 4 should read "Great Britain » England and Rome." 
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AUSTRIA Salzburg Conference presents Plans 


to Aid Refugees now in Austria 


Measures to enable thousands of refugees to obtain new chances of liveli- 
hood and to assist Austria in dealing with that problem were devised at the Conference 
convened at Salzburg from January 17 to 19, by the World Council of Churches! Stand- 
ing Conference on Refugee Questions. These recommendations will be presented to the 
Austrian Government and to the relevant international organisations concerned with 
the situation of the 300,000 Volksdeutsche in Austria. 


The recommendations, which were unanimously approved by the Conference 
at its concluding session on January 19, had been drafted during the Conference by 
three working parties of experts. These were chosen from among the Conference repre 
sentatives of the Austrian Catholic and Evangelical Churches and the ir welfare organ- 
isations of the Austrian Ministries of the Interior, Finance, Agriculture and Social 
Affairs, and of the World Council of Churches from Britain, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States, 


The recommendations on The Task of Austria urged the Austrian Government 
to issue: - 


1.) A statute gvaranteeing equality with Austrian citizens in regard to 
social services and labour rights. 


2.) Until this statute has been created, special measures should be taken 
for those Volksdeutsche who are in need of public relief for their subsistence, 


3.) Naturalization should be granted to a number of intellectuals propor- 
tionate to the number of farmers, artisans and industrial workers among Volksdeutsche 
already envisaged as eligible for Austrian citizenship, Six schemes of settlement 
by creation of agricultural small holdings and independent creft industries are pro- 
posed; also, provision cf additional money from the Marshall Plan Fund, in order to 

Provide more working places for Volksdeutsche by in increase of Austrian production. 


: 
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4,) The opening of frontiers to all those refugees who could show serious 
human or legal reasons for emigration. 


Regarding"The International Task"it was recommended that:= 


1.) The voluntary relief organisations should, so far as circumstances 
permit, continue to supplement the generous efforts of the Austrian Government in the 
Provision of relief especially for old and sick refugees. 


2.) Special attention should be given to the urgend need for remiting 
separated families and groups of people and especiaily for: a) arranging for exchanges 
of members of refugee families and groups (e.g. Bukovina) between Germany, Austria and 
“other countries; b) the return of the thousands of Volksdeutsche chbldren, who have 
remained behind in Jugoslavia, to their parents or nearest relatives (in Austria). 


4 3.) Money internationally raised should he used in the first instance for 
the settlement of Volksdeutsche on the iand in Austria and secondly for their emigration. 


4.) In cases where emigration is necessary or desired, such emigration should 
Be ezegeliy planned in co-operation with the High Commissicner of the United Nations 
through responsible organisations, 


q 5.) The possib! lity should be considered of establishing an international 
loan fund for the purposes of settlement, emigration and education, as a means to solu- 


tion of the refugee problem in Austria. 


The working party on "The Responsibility of the Churches" had rejected a 
Pp posal whereby the Catholic and Evan elical members should present separate recommen- 
lations to their respective Churches. Instead reco:mendations were jointly presented 
appealing to "all people of the world, and their governments, and nob least to those 

who have shared in the responsibility for rendering homeless millions of human beings in 
Burope. The Evan:elical relief organisations, Hilfswerk and the Catholic organisation 
Caritas are prepared, with help from abroad, to continue their work, The two main 
Austrian Churches will further co-operate and give especial attention to housing and pro- 
vision of work. The Conference convened by the World Gouncil of Churches appeals to the 
conscience of Christians throughout the world, reminding them of the distress of the 
refugees and of the work of the Austrian Churches for the spiritual and material relief 


lical service of intercession conducted by Bishop Gerhard May and by a Mass for Cathol- 
ic participants conducted by the Prince Archbishop of Salzburg, Dr. Andreas Rohracher: 
4ne Conference concluded on January 19, by passing wnanimousZy a resolution expressing 
appreciation of the work done by the Austrian Government on behalf of the refugees during 
€ past five years. E,P.S, Geneva 


ea The opening of the Conference on January 17, had been prezeded by an Evan-— 


A new Study of the Missionary Obligation of the Church 


z The missionary work of the Churches requires thoroughgoing revision if it 
as to fulfil its high purpose. This entails a careful re-examination of its principles 
and methods, a task.now being carried out unter the leadership. in particular, cf the 
‘iternational Missionary Council. The Joint Committes of the International Missionary 
Council and the World Council of Churches therefove in 1949 agreed to a proposal to 
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‘revise "the position and the task of Western missions today." 


p To this end, a study plan on "The Missionary Obligation of the Church" has 
‘been drawn up, representing the initiation of an inquiry to cover the whole world. It 
seeks to gain an answer to the following five questions, from the point of view both 

of theological deliberation and of practical application: 
j "To restate the universal missionary obligation of the Church as grounded in 
he eternal. Gospel, and in relation to the present historical situation, 


"To re-examine the nature and the meaning of the personal vocation to mission- 
ary service. 


"To assess the present position of the "western!! missionary societies and 
Mission boards in relation to the Church's fulfilment of its world mission. 


"To define afresh the missionary task of the older and younger Churches in 

terms which take into account: (a) the radically new relationships between East and West; 
(b) the pressure of new or revived forces in Africa and the Muslim worid:; (c) the scale 

ind urgency of the evangelistic task in the lands of the older Churches themselves; 

‘(d) the immediate possibilities and limitations of younger and older Churches respectively; 

(e) the ecumenical fellowship of the Church. 


4 'To consider what changes in the policy and organisation of missions are re- 
Batre in order that the task defined above may be more speedily accomplished, "' 
ig E.P.S. Geneva 


Peace in the Syrian | Church 


A new effort has been made toward the establishment of peace in the Syrian 
cobite Church in Travancore, Within this ancient Church, which considers itself as 

g been founded by the Apostle St. Thomas, a serious conflict had arisen between 
"Catholicos Party",which stood for the full autonomy of the Syrian Jacobite Church 
ndia,and the "Patriarchal Party" which defended the rights of the (Jacobite) Patri- 
of Antioch (now residing in Homs), This conflict has lasted forty years; it had 
ited in long and expressive litigation befor the secular courts and it had arrested 
life and development of the Church, Many attempts at peace~making by persons in the 
h or friends from elsewhere had failed, 


A new beginning was made when three young people decided in 1949 to form a 

mittee with the purpose of working for . peace in the Church, They met with very 

Spread response and formed the "Peace League" with groups in all the parishes. A 

@ general meeting over which Prince Peter of Greece presided, adopted a resolution 

esting the bishops to hold within the next 90 days a round table conference at which 
mS of agreement acceptable to both parties should be drawn up. 


f At Zant thea. bislops agreed to meet. On Sunday, January 8; the bishops arrived 
t the Mar Aprem Seminary. They were received by a guard of honour of the Peace: League. 
uesday, the bishops had taken two resolutions: that the Patriarch of Antioch should 
ee as the Head of the Church and that the Church should be S10 seep ed by a 
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A sub-committee was formed to work out the details. But since it was not 
possible to arrive at agreement ‘on the details, the bishops decided to leave these 
matters to be worked out between the Patriarchate and the Catholicate. This decision, 
however, was not acceptable to the Peace -League. The League asked therefore two lay- 
men from each of the parties to meet to frame an.agreement. When these had finished 
their work, the terms were presented to the bishops as the terms of the Peace League. 
When it appeared that these terms were not acceptable to the bishops, the two hundred 
volunteers declared spontaneouaiy that they would fast till death, if the bishops 
wookd not sign the document. Finally the bishops decided to sign the agreement, 
which is to be forwarded to the Patriarch of Antioch. There was great rejoicing 
among the members of the Church all over the country. 


* t+ 


Meeting of the Central Youth Committee 


A meeting of the Christian Council Central Youth Committee was held at 
Nagpur on January 5 - 6. Among the visitors present were the Rev. Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, and liiss Jean Fraser, 
‘Director of the Youth Department of the World Council, 
I Among the important decisions taken are: to plan, in consultation with the 
participating bodies, for an all~India and Pakistan Youth Conference at Christmas, 
1951, as well as a number of regional conferences; and to invite to India the en» 
larged meeting of the World Christian Youth Commission scheduled to be held in 


Asia in 1952. E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Chinese Leaders and the Future of Missions 


Nineteen Chinese Christian leaders have sent a letter to Protestant Mission 
Boards urging the necessi-y of reflanning policies in China to meet *the challenges 
and difficulties lying ahead", 


Signed by leading representatives of all phases of Christian work in China 
‘(from the Methodist Church, the Episcopal Church, Nanking University, the National 
‘YMCA and YWCA, the Church of Christ, the Disciples, Dr. Chester S. Miao and Dr.George 
K.T,Wu, of the National Christian Council), the letter called primarily for turning 
all administrative responsibilities over to Chinese leadership and limiting the work 
of the Mission Boards to "special services", 


A spokesman for the Foreign Missions Conference of North America described 
the letter as "one of the most significant statements ever to come from the Chinese 
Church", 


The letter asserts that "there is a definite challenge to work and serve 
under adverse circumstances, and to bear witness to the ecumenical fellowship." Owing 
to.travel difficulties, "the missionary must be prepared... that as a rule, his wrk 
Will be more intensive than extensive." — 


‘ In regard to the Church itself, the letter noted that at present "there do 
exist scattered conditions where religious activities have apparently been interfered 


; { 
oa 


f 
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with." However, it stated that this has been due to lack of understanding on the great 
part of the lower ranking political workers in regard to the Government's policy toward 
‘religion. "We have the hope that this wave of abnormality will soon pass, and proper 
conditions will be established in due time." 


ut Recognising that "there does exist some deep-rooted feeling on the part 
of the Communists that the Chinese Church has been intimately related to foreign impe- 


_rialism and capitalism", the time has come of "truly indigenous Churches, controlled 
and administered by Chinese Christians. Aithough much of the church administration is 
Still in the hands of missionaries and in many instances policies are determined by 
“Mission boards abroad, "missionary work in China never had any direct relationship 
with governmental policies, and mission funds have always been contributed by the rank 
and file of the common ordinary Christians and church members." 


a "Phe new philosophy", continues the letter, “considers that all phases 
- must necessarily come under the influence of politics, in contradistinction to 
the traditional Protestant view of the separation between Church and State." "In a 


ae where political influences... affcct our lives and work so extensively, it is a 
Challenge how the Church as an institution and Christians as citizens in society can 
‘perform their Christian functions and discharge their duties to society at the same time. 
ae areas of social service and education, we shall have to accept the leadership of the 
‘Government, .» Just how these new adjustments are to be made is for the Chinese Churches 
to determine." 


£ Regarding future financial support from abroad, the letter stated: "There 
is nothing in principle that prevents its continuance. It is understood that mission 
funds are still welcome provided no strings are attached, It is to be stressed, how- 
ever, that such financial support should be regarded as temporary in nature, and it is 
the duty of the Chinese Church to build up its ow support as soon as circumstances 
permit." 


The letter concluded by declaring that "the Christian movement will have 
8 due place in the future Chinese society and will have a genuine contribution to make", 
though “its future road will not be a bed of roses. oo" 


"The Chinese Church will not emerge through this historical change un- 
‘fected. It will suffer a purge, and many of the withered branches will be amputated, 
But we believe it will emerge stronger and purer in quality, a more fitting witness 

2 the Gospel of Christ." E.P.S. Geneva 


AFRICA | Future of the Ministry 


i On March 25; Bishop Stephen Neill, Associate General Secrmsavy of the 

orid Council of Churches, will be leaving Geneva on a three months! tour of Fast and 

t Africa in order to carry out a survey of theological education in these areas. He 
Will be visiting the following territories in the course of his tour: Tanganyika, Kenya. 
nda, Nigeria, Gold Coast and Sierra Leone. 


Bishop Neill will be meeting with the principals of theological training 
titutions, with the heads cf the new universe?ies in East and West Africa, and with 
ernment officials. He will hold conferences with missionaries and other groups of 
rch people concerned with theological education. 
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The purpose of his visit is to investigate the present situation and 
prospects of theological education in Africa and to report on trends and tendencies 
within the areas visited as they affect the work of recruiting, training and support 
ing the ministry of the Ghurch. Bishop Neill's tour is part of a larger survey of 
theological education in Africa south of the Sahara, which is being carried out in 
stages by the International Missionary Council. It is hoped to complete this survey 
by further investigations in Portuguese, French and Belgian territories and in Southern 


Africa, E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND interconfessional Jiscussions 


The World Week of Prayer for Christian Unity observed all over the world 
from January 18 to 25 has led to the appearance in the daily Press of statements of 


their views by Christians belonging to various different Ghurches. The "Luzerner 
_Neueste Nachrichten" of Lucerne, Switzerland, published a correspondence between a 
Catholic priest and an Evangelical pastor, in order to draw attention to the efforts 


being made for Christian unity. 


- 


"No man in the world," writes the priest to the pastor. "knows the path 
by which Christians will attain to the One Church, Only God knows it. And will He 


show it to us, if we do not care? It is for this reason that our striving and long— 


ing must be done publicly. We must all of us pray o 


"The Pope likewise prays with us, as does our Bishop, and ali. bishops 


‘whether Anglican, Lutheran, Old Catholic or Roman Uatholic, It was from England that 


the World Week of Prayer emanated, and now all confessions are praying in all parts 

of the earth, Have you read the appeal. for the Week of Prayer this year issued by the 
World Council of Churches, i.e. by its Commission on Faith and Order? And then, do 
you not believe that behind the Iron Curtain also many Oxthodox Christians are pray- 
ing with us this week? Does not this mean that something has already been set on foot 


among Christians, when such prayer as this can be cffered wp?" 


In his answer, the Evangelical pastor observes, "Our Lord not only prayed 


“for unity, He died for unity..... Thus when He prays for unity, He prays for the effect 


‘produced by His death cf atonement... As for Jesus in Gethsemane, and for Paul when 
‘He went up to Jerusalem, the question arises for the various confessions « wivich is 


_ the more important, to extend further our om confessional plans and particularities, 
or to die, as confessicns, for unity! sake, that from such death God may give new life 


to His One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, united and purified to serve him in 


the world... I see therefore no other path to unity but that which Jaads by way of 


Golgotha, and this path will be unspeakably hard, an ingredibly hazardous enterprise 


for faith, hope and charity." E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE the Holy Year 


In an article appearing in "le Figaro" and reprinted in the French Protest— 
‘ant Press, Pastor Marc Boegner, Presideixs of the Protestant Federation of France, 
Comments on the radio message addressed tc the world by Pope Pius XII on December 23 
last. This message; he says, which apparently "expects thismost fatherly invitation 
to result in an urge tc return to Catholicism, has failed to grasp that hundreds of 
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4 millions of non-Roman Christians know themselves to be cut off from Rome by insuper— 
able barriers,'! | 


However, M. Boegner goes on, "there is one thing which might have a very 

_ profound effect on the present situation of the Christian Churches, and that is the 

| authorisation by the Holy See of theologim s of the Church of Rome to meet theologians 
_ of other confessions for a dectrinal confrontation, undertaken and pursued in respect, 
_ iove and intercession one for another. The Pope, the message tells us, regards ‘all 

: men on earth as his children, at any rate by right and by destination.: How then 

: should we 'dissidents’ not be justified in supposing that Pius XII would not object, 

_ in principle, to the theological examination, in a spirit of brotherhood, of the ele- 


ments Separating the Christian confessions 3» 48 well as of those which draw them to- 
gether? 


fy "In the meantime, all Protestant Christians have for several years wel~ 

fi comed with lively hope the increasingly evident Signs of another return not mentioned 
by the radio message, the return of countless Catholics to the study, the considera~ 
tion and the love of Holy Scripture. A tremendous fact, that, whose importance is 

_ not to be minimised nor its potentialities limited by any human words or absence of 
them. For it is through fidelity to Revelation, as given to us in the Bible, the 

| common treasure of Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants alike, that there will be pre- 
| Pared.... the return of all Christians to the oneness of the Body of Christ. 


E.P.S. Geneva 


The World Council of Churches and 


_ GERMANY _of Churches and 
the Government of the Eastern Zone 
a nee etree re ee ein nn a ote 


a 
¥ . The representative of the World Council of Churches in Germany, Propst 

_ Hégsbro, of Denmark, recently, in company with Propst Griiber, had a convérsation 
with Herr Wilhe'm Pieck, the President of the German Democratic Republic. The Deputy 
VFresident, Herr Nuschke, was also present. Among the questions discussed was that ei 
“co-operation between the State authorities and the World Council in social and hanes. 
itarian affairs. 

bg 

* | Propst Hégsbro expressed high appreciation of this discussion, which re-~ 

_ vealed a very real understanding on the part of these East German chiefs of State re= 
garding the concerns of the Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 


- OREA EAT BRITAIN Interconmunion 
= a ea EM cs | 
Br A conference was held in High Leigh on January 3 of the "Friends of Reunion" 
4n unofficial group of British Christians belonging to various Churches who seek to 
further the cause of Christian unity. The chief subject of discussion was the quest— 
ion of intercommunion and the official attitude of the Churches to it. 

OP Attentioa is drawn to the significance of this meeting by areport published 
_by the Anglican weekly "The Guardian" in its issue of January 20: 


Va "Four papers were read setting forth the spiritual Significance of the Holy 
Communion within the Anglican Church, and within three of the Free Churches — the 


| 
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Presbyterians, the Methodists, and the Congregationalis«s. Here it was shown how 
little those of different Churches understand each other. How many Anglicans know 
that the Methodists still keep the same liturgy as themselves in their celebration? 

Is it realized that some Congregationalists, at least, regard every sevice of theirs 
as a preparation for Holy Communion?.... And how commonly Free Homage people have 
misunderstood the sacrificial element in the Eucharistic rite of Catholics? Or how 
little they realize the difference that the Liturgical Movement has made in the new 
emphasis on parish communions with their emphasis on the corporate character of thanks< 
giving, oblation and sacrifice? 


NM "A valuable element in the conference was the presence of unofficial re- 
‘Presentatives of the Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Churches. Differences, not 
‘only of discipline but of doctrine, remain, But the beginning was made of unity which 
is charity, And in the quiet devotions in the chapel and in the two services of Holy 
Communion according to two different rites, hearts were united in that charity which 


is the fruit of devotion to one Lord and one Holy Church, * EoP.S. Geneva 
WEST INDIES AND CENTRAL AMERICA Contast to be Established with Caribbean Church Youth 


, To draw the youth movements in Caribbean countries into closer ecumenical con= 
tact with Christian youth groups in other parts of. the world, the Rev. William Keys, 
secretary of the World Souncil's Youth Department, left New York on January 16 to visit 
seven countries of the Caribbean, 


Travelling at the invitation of the U.L.A.J.E,, the Latin American youth 
federation, Mr. Keys will meet with youth leaders in the following comtries: Puerto 
Rico, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, 


The Rev. Keys also expects to iuvestigate possibilities for the establish= 
Ment cf summer work camps in the Caribbean area were youth from the U.S.A, and Europe 
May work with Latin American young peopie in rehabilitation and public health projects. 
' E.P.S, Geneva 


HUNGARY The Bible and the Churches 
Bible study, the study of the revelation of God's design in the Bible, is 
Playing a more ane more important part in the life cf the Hungariai. Churches, 


The Reformed Church is this year (September 1949 - June 1950) organising 
Special Bible study courses of 20 days each, for which a hundred monitors have been 
trained, In addition, two Bible schools for jaymen are tc be opened in the summer, 
Which will provide a two years! curriculwn, Elementary courses in Scripture knowledge 
are at last beginning to be organised in the parishes, given by pastors and by those 
taking part in the special Bible study courses. 


in the Lutheran Church, the responsible laymen in the parishes have been 
invited to attend courses in the Bible seminaries, where they will receive instruction 
on the contents and history of the Bible, the history of the Church, and catechetical 
methods ° 
é Whatsusitide, which will provide 


A Bible week is to be held in May, before 
itso EoP.Se Geneva. 
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. a Seventeenth Year 


February 3, 1950 


A World's YWCA Members! Conference in North America 


What does belonging to a world "membership movement't mean to a local member? 
at is the most urgent response of women in present-day society? What is the role 
bf the United Nations in the achievement of world peace? And what is the respon~ 

Bo ttty of the YWCA? 


a These are the kind of questions which will be discussed at the World's YWCA 
anbers! conference to be held at Whitby, Ontario, Canada, from August 9 ~ 18, 1950. 


The 80 delegates who will take part are coming from Africa, Asia, Europe, 
tral and South America, South Pacific Area as well as from the inviting countries, 
nada, U.S.A, and Mexico. National Associations are being asked to choose their 
presentatives from among members aged’ between 17 - 35, the core of the working 


a 


: ember ship of the YWCA in every comtry, 


The purpose of the conference is to prepare for the next meeting of the World's 
ZA Council — the legislative body of the organisation — which is due to meet in 

51, to consider the aims of the wa ld-wide membership movemmt, and how these may 

6 implemented more offectively. E.P.S, Geneva 


Professor Brunner on Japan and Korea 


= Professor Karl Brunner (Switzerland) is engaged on a six months! tour of the 
ar East and India , travelling under the auspices of the World's Committee of the 
MCAS, “10 striking report has already reached us: 


"Dr, Brunner captured the youth of Japan and Korea, Thirty thousand students 
the universities heard him with eagerness, They plied him with questions. They 
ied a deep interest in the Christian message, 'He captivated the youth of Korea!, 
es a leading Canadian missionary, “by his honest facing of difficulties, his 3 
intellectual integrity, his simple but profound interpretation of the Christian Faith, 
but chiefly by the evidence in his om person of the fruits of the Spirit!,' 
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In reply to a cable to Prof, Brunner on the question: "Is Japan wide open for . 
Christ?" he wrote: "Yes and no, , ‘Yes: the wide-spread interest of youth in the 
‘Christian Message interpreted in terms of the problems of our day and of modern 
culture, is a proof of the positive answer." iN 

e "No: first, if judged by the lack of interest in the type of Christianity 
_ represented by the Churches..The 'Churchiness! or ecclesiasticism of many Churches 

“is also repellant to many students, and the Church leaders and theologians often 

4 lack understanding and interest in the social—political problems facting the Japanese 


_ nation. 
a 
bs "Second, the national Shinto religion received a body-blow by the abdication 
q of the Emperor as God, but it is by no means dead. Third, Christianity is middle- 
) ass and urban, It has hardly touched the agricultural peoples and has almost no 
footing with the workers, Buddhism has great, influence in the rural districts and 


ngst the intellectuals and a future revival is possible. 


"What is most needed," Prof, Brunner writes, "is a high-class intellectual 
ind cultural Christian leadership. ~ 


"On the whole: Yes, Japan is wide open for the Christian Message and the 
’ Christian Church has a tremendous chance, but only if it meets the situation 


“adlequately." E.P.S, Geneva 
bg | 
iy Trusteeship Council and Jerusalem's Holy Places 


i At the ninth sitting of the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations, the 
Bree sizent, Mr, Roger Garreau (France) presented a proposal designed to interpret 
in a broad sense the resolution of the General Assembly of December 9, 1949, for 
enabling a statute HO, be adopted and implement ed for safeguarding the Holy Places 
of Jerusalem. 


ah He then outlined fowrteen points as the main lines to be considered for such 
a statute, The third point was as follows:— 


 . 3) The Territory of Jerusalem would be divided into three parts: (a) The 
f hea zone under the authority and administration of the State of Israel; (b) The 


Bi: aa Practically the whole of the New City, together with the =tation and the rail- 
"way from Jerusalem to Satan would remain under the sovereignty of Israel. 

a 
oa The Arab quarters of the Old City, together with the Haram-el-Sherif, the 
Wadi-el-Joz and Bab—el~—Zahira sections, the American colony, the whole of the Jericho 
2 oad, the Nablus road to the north of Sheik Jarrah aid the Hebron road to the south 
_0f Bethlehem would remain under the sovereignty of Jordan, 


D The "International City" consisting of land taken in almost equal parts from 
the occupation zones defined by the Armistice Agreement between Israel and the Jordan, 


4 es 
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ei 
would include all the Holy Places covered by the "status quo" of 1757. 


: Before entering upon a general discussion of those points it would be advis= 
pic, he said, to invite the Governments of Israel and of Jordan to take part in the 
“Council's debates. He also believed that the Council would like to hear those quali— 
fied representatives of the Churches, institutions and organisations concerned in the 

“fate of the Holy City, who expressed a desire to state their views, as had already 

_ been done by His Beatitude the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, and by His 

i? the Patriarch of the Armenian Church, 


‘yi The Council unanimously approved a motion affirming willingness to receive 
requests for views to be expressed by all governments, institutions and organisations 
interested and adjourned its discussions until Monday, February 6. E.P.S. Geneva 


Eve of Campaign Service 
Our special correspondent in London sends us thefollowing informations: 


; On February 2, the day before the general election campaign began in earnest, 
“an alleparty service was held in St. Paul's Cathedral to pray for the Divine Leading. 
ir, Clement Davies, Liberal Party chief, pestponed an important meeting in order to be 
present. The Prime Minister was also there. 


This service was the suggestion of the Christian Action Movement, The Dean 

and Chapter of St. Paul's responded with alacrity, and thus the service becomes a nation- 
lL occasion, What makes it unusual is that the Archbishop of Canterbury will preach and 
she Bishop of London will take part in the service. Leaders of the Free Churches are 


This is believed to be the first time a pre-election service of this kind has 
wer been held. In some provincial centres, such as Coventry and Bolton, the local 
andidates of all parties are being invited to join in similar services. 


a A Press representative has asked whether lir.Gallagher, as the Communist leader, 
1ld be specially invited to St. Paul's. Answer: "If Mr, Gallagher wishes to ask God's 
Bering on the deeds of Communism, he will be welcome.! E.P.S. Geneva 


New Headquarters of the 
British Council of Churches 


The Archbishop of Canterbury dedicated the new headquarters of the British 
uncil of Churches, situated at 39, Doughty Street, W.C.1. 


The dedication of the house was associated with the names of Archbishop 
Jiam Temple, the third Viscount Hambledon and the late Dr. William Paton, through 
se faith and vision the Council was brought into being seven years ago. Those 
emorated also included Dr. W.T. Elmslie, and Father R.H,Tribe, S.S.M., who were 


pitied during the war whilst engaged in the business of the Council. 


5 The dedication, ceremony followed the first general meeting of the Council 
Since its incorporation at which the Bishop ef,Londm, Dr. J.W.C, Wand, Chairman of 
he Executive Committee, presided, 


The London office of the World Council of Chuscheacis, pon eituaiedrin the 
é building as the British Council or Utmurches. E.P.S. Gdneva 
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UNITED STATES Appeal of the Churches in Favour of D.P.s 


' : Urging the United States Senate to enact promptly an "adequate, satisfactory 
‘and workable" displaced persons'bill, the heads of twenty-two Protestant and Orthodox 
denominations, and the leaders of several allied religious bodies, addressed a joint 
petition to the Chairman and other members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 


s Among the Churches and religious organisations represented were the Baptist, 
jongregational, Brethren, Disciples of Christ, Evangelical and Reformed, Methodist, 

Presbyterian, Protestant Episcopal, Reformed, Roumanian Orthodox, Russian Orthodox, 

ian Antiochian, Ukrainian Orthodox Churches, the Society of Friends, the YMCA, 

CA, International Missionary Council, World Council of Churches, United Council 

Church ‘Women, Foreign Missions Conference of North America, World Council of Christian 

iducation. 


"It is our view", the petition said, "that the liberalisation of existing dis- 
ced Boseeriet legislation would be whole-heartedly supported by the religious community 
n our Geuntry of 3 


- + The petition was transmitted. to the Senate and ad Suite by Dr. Walter W. Van 
Kirk, Secretary of the Department of International Justice and Goodwill of the Federal 
mcil of the Churches of Christ in America. Dr. Van Kirk said he understood that 

s Senate Judiciary Committee is due to submit a revised displaced persons! bill to 
the Senate within a matter of days. 


q This measure would permit admission of 339,000 displaced persons, instead of 
20 he? the maximum under the 1948 Act, and would advance the time limit to three 
fears, instead of two, E.P.S. Geneva 


(REAT BRITAIN : na What Do You know about the Bible? 


. The "News Chronicle" statement, based on study of a questiomnaire, that "only 
three out of five English people can give the names of the four Gospels" is attract— 
some attention in Great Britain. The question was, "Can you give me the name of 
ty of the four Gospels: that is to say, the first four books of the New Testament?" 


an) 


, 


5 60% of those asked were able to give all four names, while 25% could not name 
“any. The best were the Nonconformists, 75% off whom could name all four Evangelists 

ind only 12% none of them. The lowest standard of knowledge was that of the Roman 
atholics with only 51% who knew the four Evangelists by name, and 36% who were unable 


‘Go name any, 


4 The "News Chronicle" comments in a leading article, "The proportion of the 
ignorant rises as the age grouping falls, Those who left school fifteen years ago 

nee payne: received less or have aguas more knowledge of the Scriptures than 

‘ rv cider fellow citizens," E,P.S. Geneva 


LIPPINGS ae sys Bishop in Manila 


On their way to’ and from Bangkok, where they attended the Eastern Asia Christian 
ference (see EPS No.45/1949) a menial of Christian leaders, including Dr. John A. 
yy Chairman of the International Missionary Council and President of Princeton 
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Be ieclopical Seminary, passed through Manila, The mest Rev. Michaex Yashiro, Presid- 
‘ing Bishop of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai (Anglican Church in Japan) spoke three times to 
‘ Filipino audience during his visit. This was significant in view of the ‘ary strong 
-antipathies many Filipinos still have fpr Japan and the Japanese people. E.P.S.Geneva 


| Brazil A Question of Religious Liberty 


The 'Christian Century! (nto. 3, 1950) announces that by a recent decision of 
the Supreme Court of Brazil Church, founded by Carlos Costa, former Roman Catholic 
% Uatshop who was excommunicated in July 1945, ~in forbidden to make public manifestations, 
use symbols characteristic of the Roman Catholic Church or conduct processions resemb— 
_ ling those of the Roman Catholic Church, By such practices, said the Court, the Brazil- 
dan Church would be interfering with Roman Catholics! freedom of worship. The Court 
‘)pointed out that this decision will not interfere with the Brazilian Church!s religious 
_ freeddim, that it only impedes "external solemnities which could be confused with Reman 
Catholic ones". Nevertheless, the ruling is considered in liberal and Prctestant 
ate to be a threat to the country's religious freedom, which up to snow has been 
complete. In arguments before the Supreme Court, the Brazilian Church was represented 
ss two of the nation's outstanding lawyers. One of them was Benjamin Morais, Prot- 
ip estant minister and professcr of law at the University of Rio de Janeiro, EB. PsSeGeneva 


JAPAN frospects for Christianity 
4 
V Prospects for a nation-wide conversion of the Japanese to Christianity have 


been viewed "too optimistically", Dr. Luman Je Shaf er secretary of the Board of 
5) 


— joined Protestant and Roman Catholic’ Churches last year. Of this number, 
11,124 were Protestant, and 11,°54 Catholic. 


He pointed out that Christians number less than 300,000 in a Japanese population 
more than 80,000,000, 


At°the same time, Dr. Shafer notéd an encouraging tendency on the part of 
young people to join Christian Churches. He said that approximately 80 per cent of 
Protestant Church member ship was composed of converts since the end of the war, 


A One evidence of continued Japanese interest in Christianity, Dr, Shafer said, 
_is the "wide fnterest and support" for the projected International Christian Univer~ 
sity. The Japanese had contributed 154,000,000 yen to this project, with the major 
contributions coming from non-Christians. ; E.P.S. Geneva 


Refugees and Pharan’ 3 
D.P.s from the most widely-varying Sait eine are pouring over to Peru in ever 


Beri of an Orthodox priest, who has at last just been installed. A refugee - cone 
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gregation was then formed, and after the small choir had put in some practice the 
first service was held. 


Afterwards, we are informed from Peru, the priest invited the congregation 
_ to hold their next service together with their Orthodox brethren of the Syrian 
Church, who had no priest of their own, One member was unanimously chosen to con- 
vey the invitation, but he refused on the grounds that he was, in spite “? his 
_ Russian origin, a Protestant, and therefore a "heretic", "You have no right to 
 tallo in that way,"said the priest reproachfully, and "the man went", Asa result, — 
‘a "Church commission" was formed comprising tw representatives from the Arab, 
Daiiceian and Serbian groups respectively (the latter being also present in Peru), 
and a "celebration of the liturgy" was decided upon, and "beautifully organised by 
the Arabs." The "heretic" called together all the faithful, who then in the course 
é of the service divided into separate groups of Arabs, Russians, Syrians and Serbs, 


4 An"exhibition of icons" was successfully improvised ~ there are a number of 
Biress. 7 icon-paintera among the refugees ~ and- received some attention in the 
} _ Press. Illustrations mentioned by correspondents appear, however, to havo suffered 
some distortion, A pupil of a nun in Jerusalem and of the welleknown isographer. 
Besirory, who had painted a room in the Vatican two years before became "a pupil of 
‘ the famous Sister X, sent for by the Pope from Jerusalem te undertake the interior 
decoration of the halls in the Vatican,'t while the observation that "the iconogra~ 
_ pher's art goes back to the time of Ancient Egypt" was reproduced in one newspaper 
Das follows: “Icons today are painted exactly as the great Pharaohs painted them 


; ago." E.P.S. Geneva 
_ UNITED STATES ? 3 The Churches against Genocide 


. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert,, General Secretary of the Federal Council of the 

) echoes of Christ in America, told a Senate Committee in Washington that "the 
conscience of the Christian community has been outraged by the mass destruction sf 
_ entire groups of the human family." 


ge Urging Senate ratification of ‘he United Nations! Convention on Gencotde 

‘Dr. Cavert declared that "the Churches are no longer content with issuing moral 
prtests against such odious crimes and proclaiming general principles of decent 
Bezpect and justice for all people', 


" 


cide shall be placed under a definite ban of international law, They believe that 
4 this end can be achieved through the Convention now before the Senate Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, We believe the Convention is in accord with the Christian con~ 
ception of the dignity and worth-of men as chi’ iren of the Heavenly Father, and 
Riserks a significant advance of international law where it is much needed to protect 
religious, national and racial groups from destruction." 


"The leaders of the Churches are now insisting", Dr. Cavert said, "that geno- 


4 In support of this observation Dr. Cavert read into the record statements 
urging approval of the Convention from many national church leaders, representing 

the following Churches’ Methodist, Protestant Episccpal, Brethren, Fvangelical and 
Reformed, Congregational, Presbyt:rian, Moravian. 
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The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has addressed a letter 
Bo church leaders and religious organisations in all member countries of the United 
Nations, putting before them information about the present status of i-Genocide 
Wenvention, The letter which is jointly signed by the President (Dr, Frederi’: M, van 
Asbeck ~ The Netherlands), Director (Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde ~ U.S.A.), Chairman (Mr. 
Kenneth Grubb, C.M.G, - Great Britain) invites church leaders, within their ca: dis~ 
cretion to urge their own Governments to seek ratification of this Convention, 


, E,P.S. Geneva 
G REAT BRITAIN Dr. Kagawa in London 


* 


y Dr. Toycohiko Kagawa, the wellknown Japanese evangelist and Christian social © 
reformer, recently arrived in England for the first time in 23 years. He had been 
invited. by the Mildmay Movement for World Evangelisation, which is at present organis~ 

mg a general mission going by the name of the "Ringing of London Campaign," 


q Dr, Kagawa made his first speech at a reception arranged in his honour, We 
a the following from the report printed in "The Christian World" (No, 4839): 

# 

a "He gave us a picture of a Japan, developing steadily towards a democratic 
way of life. Even Communism, Dr. Kagawa said, ‘is allowed to speak out; in the 
Government they have thirty-five representatives, There has been no more peaceful 
tn in history,! 


"After giving some facts and figures of the progress of Christianit” in 
vapan, Dr, Kagawa said: 'While I am here in your country I want to learn a lot from 
you, You have an ebb-tide here in Christian matters, But I believe in British genius, 
Most of the great religious movementa have come from your island. We need he con~ 
Vinued, ‘the spirit of Jesus Christ in economic enterprises, To-day we have in the 
world Communism, with the most terrible, violent, bloody, revolutionary ideas known 

in history... And mere talk will never solve the question of modern wconomic entangle~ | 
ments, I have come to Tnarn from you how you are managing to solve this questions" i 
E.P.S, Geneva 


q At a reception given by Bishop Lilje, Superintendent Kunst, recently appointed | 
as the representative plenipotentiary in Bonn of the Evangelical Church, gave his 
iews regarding the tasks which his new position involves, Amid the frequent tensions 
revailing in Bonn, his work, which he was carrying on in complete independence of any 
rty line, was, he said, being accorded a particularly warm welcome. Many cf those 
mrsent at the big reception given for Federal deputies, ministers and secretaries of 
tate of the Evangelical Church had publicly affirmed their pleasure in having a 
eliable foothold in the form of that Church. It was particularly important, he added, 
hat contact with the deputies should be maintained during the planning stage of the 
ills concerning the Church, E.P.S, Geneva 
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D STATES Thirty Christian Leaders 
Protest Against Hydrogen Bomb 


a Thirty Christian theologians, ministers and educators have signed a statement 
Pp protesting against the manufacture of the hydrogen bomb by the United States. 


a The statement, issued by John Haynes Holmes, Minister Emeritus, Community 
Church, New York; Clarence Pickett, Secretary, American Friends Service Committee; 
Paul Scherer, Professor, Union Theological Seminary, New York; Kenneth S. Latourette, 

ofessor of liissions, Yale University; Frank Wright, Dean of School of Education, 
lashington University, St. Louis, and 25 other leading Christian theologians, ministers 
and educators, expresses the belief that "the moral prestige of the United States 
suffered a heavy blow when by a unilateral decision this nation launched atomic war- 
zs @ on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945" and warns that "the moral standing of our 
puntry, especially among the masses of Asia and Africa, will be undermined almost 

‘ yond repair if we now peoceed by another unilateral decision to launch the terror 
Ber orogen bombs on the world." 


The signers contend that “the atomic bomb did not bring safety" and the pro- 
‘ action of hydrogen bombs "can only represent a further investment in insecurity." 


2 Suggesting that "the stalemate in which the negotiations between the Societe” 
nion and the United States have long been stalled and the suicidal armaments race... 
: wilt not yield to ordinary measures" the statement declares that "for Christians and 
s Christian Church... the issue posed anew by the hydrogen bomb is not primarily 
w bther the United States can afford to run the physical risk of being subjected to 
onto warfare, but whether it can afford the spiritual risk of slaughtering other 
peoples in atomic warfare, of losing its soul in the hope — probably vain ~ of saving 
ae s skin." The nation now needs "an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us, giving 


r. esh." 


3 a living faith in God and the weapons of the spirit rather than the weapons of the = 
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£ In releasing the statement the signers declared: "That the President should have 
-tiade this fateful decision before there could be any adequate discussion of this life 

and death issue by the people, or even by Congress, raises the question whether any 

‘ols im that we still have a responsible and democratic government is not a mockery". 

E.P.S, Geneva 


; UI ITED STATES | Local Event of Symbolic Significance 


J & cross made from camphor wood in Hiroshima was dedicated at the Mt Hollywood 
Gongregationai Church in Los Angeles, while members of the congregation equally con- — 
crated their efforts to the promotion of world peace. Among those taking part were 
Mlexicans, Negroes, Japanese and Chinese. . 


rch made a gift to Mt Hollywood in recognition of its help. From this initial con- 
ti ribution a fund was created for church alterations, in which the erection of the new 
P gross received the central emphasis, 


The cross was made from a tree charred by the atom bomb blast in 1945. It stood 

in the yard of a Christian church in the destroyed city, and was presented by the con- 
‘gregation there. Its bearer across the Pacific was a girl who had lost her father as 

a result of the atomic explosion, The minister of the Hiroshima church, the Rev. Kiyoshi 
n: not, was present at the Los Angeles ceremony. 


At the dedication service’ special Litany for Forgiveness and World Peace was read, 
asking renunciation of atomic warfare, and prayer was pronounced in unison: "Fearless 

and unconquerable Gentleness, touch, calm and embolden us and all men. Take from our 
ightened hands the bomb and bayonet. Arm us in spirit instead. Arm all us fellow 
ners with compassionate faith in one another, through the courage of our faith in 

se, that where we come in every land, life enter and not death." 


a Already, it is reported, news of the dedication service and its implications has 
been widely spread in Japan. E.P.S. Geneva 


i Dr Visser 't Hooft in Egypt 


Oa the occasion of the visit of Dr Visser ‘t Hooft, General Secretary of the 

orld Council of Churches, to Cairo, a number of inter-church meetings were organised. 

S Viecer 't Hooft preached at a united service of the Anglican, American and Scottish 
ngregations in the Cathedral. A remarkably representative meeting for Christian 

ath was held in the hall of the Coptic Patriarchal College. The audience consisted 
Coptic, Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant young peoples Among the clergy 
m the platform there were bishops from the Coptic, Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches 
yy ‘representatives of the Greek Orthodox and Protestant Churches. It is hoped that 

ais inden may be followed up by other similar meetings in which Christian youth are 
‘onted with their dommon task. 
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Dr Visser 't Hooft also addressed the annual meeting of the Intereifission Com- 
cil, At this meeting speakers of the Coptic and Protestant Churches spoke strongly 
in favour of the creation of a Council of Churches for BeyPt. E.P.S. Geneva 


"Oldest and Youngest Churches need one another" 
Dr. Visser 't ioesras Impressions of his Recent Tour 


. Summing up his Tenawal tee ie his three months tour of the Middle East and of 
East Asian countries, Dr, W.A, Visser 't Hooft, General Secrotary of the World Council 
£ Churches, pointed out: 


"The Youngest and Oldest Churches need and complement each other, The ancient 


. "The contribution of the Youngest Churches is their sense of evangelistic mission. 

They know that a Church only has life in so far as it evangelises, Despite its isolated 

Situation in the central mountain region of Sumatra and experiences during the Japan- 

se wartime occupation and subsequent guerrilla activities, the Batak Church which 

‘only dates as far back as 1864, has grown steadily and its lay witnesses have recently 
converted 10,000 people in one area alone." 


Describing the state of insecurity in Asian countries, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said: 
"Asia is emerging from a background of an old feudal~bound collectivism, Communism 
Means in that setting the arresting of the movement towards true freedom. Here the 


a glorious freedom of the children of God," E.P.S. Geneva 
St. Paul's Celebrations 


‘4 Professor HS. Alivisatos, General Secretary of the Committee appointed to 
‘organise the 1900th Anniversary Celebrations of St. Paul's arrival in Greece, announces 
that these commemorations will be held during the last three weeks of June 1961 (in- 


Invitations will be: sent to representatives of Churches and Theological Colleges 

211 over the world to take part in the celebrations which will take the form of a 

Pilgrimage to the various stations of St. Paul in Greece. Addresses and lectures on 

his activities in each place will be given. Leading scholars from different countries 
11 be invited to contribute to a symposium on St. Paul's theology, £E.P.S, Geneva 


Half-Century of Protestantism Celebrated 


____ ‘The Philippine Federation of Christian Churches celebrated at its biennial con- 
Wention held at Manila from January 18 ~ 20 the Golden Jubilee of Philippine Protestan- 
tism. In the evenings there were meetings attended by as many as 2,500 people. A 
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religious drama was performed and reports of the Bangkok Conference of East Asian 

: shurches were presented. A directory of Churches and missions compiled for the 
iecasion shows that there are 352,486 baptized members of 19 Protestant denominations, 
rith 1,443 ministers and 298 foreign missionaries. 


se A mass communications committee formed by representatives of the Audio-Visual 
Work Department cf the Federation plans to instal two short-wave transmitters for 
t _breadcasting the voice of Protestantism throughout the islands. Already the Silliman 
“Radio Station broadcasts services of worship, talks on care of children, women's work, 
ourses on Old Testament study and other religious programme features. The Philippines 
Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America supports this station 

in which the professors at Silliman University take part. 


_ The importance of safeguarding religious liberty in a land where 87% of the 
population is Roman Catholic was stressed by Dr. Jorge Bocobo, Dean o* the Law Schooi 
Be cha imnen of the National Commission which drafted the Civil Code approved by the 
ngress for separating the fuactions of State and Church. Senator Camilo Osias, 
rmer Philippine High Commissioner in Washington, urged the Federation of Christian 
Churches to take the initiative in organising a Protestant Council of Social Action 
to Berend the rights of minorities, religious freedom and other democratic rights. 
Bs E.P.S,. Geneva 


AR EAST The Orthodox Youth Movement 


‘The Greek Orthodox Youth Movement which started in 1942, began with three Arab 
udents; to~day its members number over 2,000 in Lebanon, Syria and Palestine. 

e Headquarters of it are in Beirut. The leaders of this Movemmt is Deacon Agnatiocus 
- Hazeem. 


_ The purpose of the Movement is to help its members to live as fully as possible 

sir Christian life within the Orthodox Church. The Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch 
hd the Bishops of the Patriarchate have extended to the Movement their recognition 
ind bie ssings,. 


q Every member of the Movement binds himself to: Daily prayers and Bible reading, 
att endance of Sunday Services regularly, participation in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
supper at least four times a year, and reading of at least one religious book every 


- 
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Besides the regular meetings of the local groups of the Movemmt, there are 
retreats, conferences and public meetings. Beyond all these external manifestations, 

e Movement aims at permeating the whole of the personal and public life by the spirit 
f the Gospel, 

=). The Movement runs a Secondary School in Beirvt and several Sunday Schools with 

1500 strdents, It has a church choir in every towm and makes missionary visits to 


_ The Movement has no paid officials, its activities are organised by a General 
Secretary and an Exeéutive Committee. The administrative side Las therefore been 
_Feduced to a minimum, 


the villages. It publishes a monthly paper in Arabic under the title of Al Nour (Light). 
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There are several members of the Movement preparing for the Priesthood in Greek 
Orthodox Seminaries in France; and other long for the life cf the monastery. The Bala- 
mend Patriarchate Seminary, near Tripoli, has been reorganized and has thirty students. 
who attend Khalki Seminary near Constantinople for advanced studies. 


The Movement follows with attention and sympathy all the efforts toward Christ— 
dan cooperation, It is in contact with the World Council of Churches, the Student 
‘Ghristian Movement, the Y.M.C.A., the Anglo-Orthcdox Fellowship of S.S.Alben and Ser- 
| gius, etc. E.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY | Dr Martin Niemdller 


ie "The Hitler in our human breasts, whose desire is always to use his neighbour 

for his own purposes, must die," declared Kirchmprusident Martin Nieméller in the 

course of a great evangelistic campaign which took him through Wirttemberg, the country 

sople frequently streaming in from considerable distances to the everflowing churches. 
Niemoller condemned the attempt of humanity today to degrade man into "material", 
ist had. he said, seen in his fellow-man only the image of God, and for that reason 

6 had been able to forgive even great sinners. 


During this campaign, Dr Niemdller stated his views with regard to the reproaches 
recently levelled against him in the Press, He had, he said, no sort of hostility to 
Wctholician or to his Catholic brethren: he had stunts thought it his duty to draw the 
attention of the world to the fact that 47% of all Evangelical Germans and only 10% of 
211 Catholic Germans were living behind the Iron Curtain. He deplored the tendency in 
the West German Federation to behave as if these people were not having to go hungry, 
on if German unity were a reality, "while we in the West are being fed on American 
fillions and can eat our fill." Yet it was in the West German Federation that there 
“lived 90% of all German Catholics and 53% of German v/rotestants. This "intolerable 

| state of affairs" must be remedied by the abolition cf the Iron Curtain. He had for 
this reason proposed that the United Nations stucy the German problem, E,P,S. Geneva 


RANCE Father Congar's Answer to Pastor Boegner 


Pastor Marc Boegner's article, published in “Le Figaro", on the Pope's recent 
roadcast message (see EPS No. 4), has led to a number cf comments in the Press. "Le 
onde" of January 21 asked Fr. Yves Congar, who has long been a friend of the epee? 
ical movement, to answer Pastor Boegner's question, “Row shovld we not be justifie 

in supposing that Pius XII would nst object in principle to the theological ae 
tion, in a spirit of brotherhood, of the elements separating the Christian confessions, 
is well as of those which draw them together?" 


"If it were a question of mere meetings between theologians," writes Fr. Congar 
in reply, "there would be no difficulty about answering such a question, For not only 
are there in existence explicit statements by the Roman authorities which in principle, 
lubject to very understandable requirements as to competency and caution, favour such 
onversations, but there are in fact, here and there, such conversations. I imagine, 
owever, that M. Boegner is asking something of a less occasional nature, to be pur- 
fued at any rate in synchronisation with the activities of the ecumenical movement, 
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thin which there is a great desire to hear a well~informed account by Catholic theo- 
gians of their Church's position. 


_ Theologians who would, for their part, be willing to respond to this invitation, 

| which they can only be delighted, do come up against certain limitations, which 

times represent an wnnecessarily narrow and meticulous interpretation of the 

bing disciplinary arrangements, It does not seom to me that it should be hard to 
‘means of reconciling all this, ari allowing the carrying-on of a theological 

ussion which the Protestants have very much at heart, without its appearing that 
Catholic Church has involved itself in the ecumenical movement as suche" E.P.S.Genera 


: a 
ATICAN 


Roman Catholic Prelates in Eastern Europe 


_ According to details appearing in the latest "Vatican Yearvook," 34 Roman Cathol— 
| i¢ archbishops, bishops and vicavs-general in the Communist—controlled countries are 
ther imprisoned, outlawed or 'ctherwise prevented from fulfilling their duties," 
‘These countries, states the Yearcock, include Esthonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Roumania, Russia and Yugoslavia. E.P.S. Geneva 


-PPINES. Second Emigration 


On the island of Samar, in the Philippine area, there used to stand a ruined 
odox church built many years ago. On it also there has been fcr some months a 
or Russian refugees from China, With the permission of the Filipinc Government, 
church has now been restored by the refugees and is once more in use, At important 
gious festivals, the "Chram," or church, is full not only of refugees but of island—- 
taking part in the service. Seven refugee priests are looking after their fellow- 
rymen, “Even under the most difficult conditions," states a report from Samar, 
ussian does not forget the life of prayer, and he builds himself a place of 

ship whither destiny itself may drive him." E.P.S. Geneva 
| GERMANY "The German Church within the Oikeusene" 
4 A hundred leaders of North and West German industrial, economic and trade union 
ircles met in the Evangelical Academy of Hermannsburg from January 27 to 29 for dis- 
ISsions with leaders of the Evangelical Church on the ecclesiastical and social posi- 
On of Germany within the present world situation. 
_ After a report by Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanoves, on the world-embracing 
onsibility of the Church and the results of the General Assembly of the Churches 
msterdam, the President of the German Evangelical Church Assembly, Dr. Reinold 
thadden, spoke on "The German Church within the Oikoumene." He emphasised the 
that the Oikoumene had been the only international body for co-operation between 
» and the only soil cn which Germans and other nations could meet, after the 
rophe of the Second World War. It did net bear thinking about how the world 
lock today, if it had not been for this meeting after the war, .P.S. Geneva 
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INITED NATIONS Trusteeship Council Hears 
: Churches! Views on Jerusalem 


a The Trusteeship Council of the United Nations invited representatives of the 
Churches and of religious organisations interested in the future of Jerusalem to 
ke known their views in plenary session, 


chbishop Germanos represents Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 


a The views of the - (Greek Orthodox) Patriarchate of Jerusalem con- 
ming the drafting of a Constitution of the State of Jerusalem were submitted to 
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations by Archbishop Germanos, Exarch of the 


the greatest importance both to the custodianship of the Holy Places and to their being 
made accessible for worship to all Christians irrespective of race or religious per- 
SUasion. The preservation of the status quo as established by the Decree of the Turk- 
ish Government and confirmed several times since, is regarded as essential and as. 
guarantee in the future for the continuance of good relations between the religious 
fommunions and the avoidance of religious or ecclesiastical disputes which might lead 


to political disturbances. 


Provisions should be included in the Statute of Jerusalem specifying that the 
aracter of the monastic foundations belonging to each Church should be preserved 
that the Holy Places, the shrines and attached property should be exempt from all 
xation and should on no account be subject to expropriatio:.. The Patriarch should 
ipso jure recognised as Head of his Church and consequently not stand in need of 
i cognition by the Governor or the Civil Authorities. 


menian Patriarchate's Standpoint Voiced by Bishop Nersoyan 
| Bishop Tiran Nersoyan, Primate of the North American Armenian Church, expound. 


enical Patriarchate in Western Europe. The Patriarchate, he pointed out, attaches 


Spee Steer ea 


wa 


ine views of the existing rights of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, pointed 
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‘out that after the Jews and Arabs, the Armenians are the largest single racial 
element in Palestine and in Jerusalem, 


The whole city of Jerusalem is holy to the faithful of the great monotheistic 
faiths, Christian, Moslem and Jewish throughout the world and the indivisibility of 
_ derusalem should be the underly ing principle of the: proposed Statute. There should 
_ be equal representation of the three faiths in two houses of representation for le- 
bs gislature. The Holy Sites and religious buildings had been kept intact by non- 
ce ‘Christian governments of Palestine throughout the Christian era, The work and exist- 

ing rights of Patriarchates, of monasteries and of various professions of faith, 
‘their educational establishments and other institutions should be safeguarded and 
pocrsed equal freedom. 
it For adv: Ping the Governor in settlement of disputes in the status quo, Bishop. 
_ Nersoyan urged * %.° Zormation of an :ntornnationa’, tes beral,. indepondsunt of the civil 
meamaseia:: ¢: sho, aity, with @ pane. o. judgss tio shovid be neither cuss or Arabs of 
i, estine, 
br. Nolde expounds Common Basis of Agreement wiviiin C.C.I.A. 


:« 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde put forward,as Director of the Commission of the 
Ghurches on International Affairs, "a limited analysis of those religious factors 
thin our competence", and stressed tle urgent importance of international safe- 
guards for the contemporaneous interests and activities of all religious faiths. He 
_ainstanced "churches, schools, hospitals’and orphanages which do not fall within the 
accepted classification of Holy Places’, These activities Christians all over the 
world had supported for many years. 
In view of the fact that there was no agreement on political arrangements, 
“the C.C.1I.A. identified minimum conditions "which command substantial support in our 
ire constituency" and which "should be reflected in any political plan for control 
6 of Jerusalem, and as appropriate, for other parts of Palestine" :~ 


a "}, Human rights and fundamental freedoms, and particularly, full religious 
iberty must be safeguarded for all. 


si "2, The protection of Holy. Places, religious buildings and sites in Palestine 
and access thereto should be an international responsibility. 

; "3. All churchstanied and mission-owned property iin Palestine that had been 
“Pocupied by either Arabsor Jews should be returned to their owmers", 


i Dr. Nolde also submitted,as representing one segment within C.C,I.A.'s acti- 
_vities gthe Archbishop of Canterbury's memorandum, supported by leaders of the Church 

of England. This proposed the division of Jerusalem into two zones, namely the old 

city internationally administered, where Jews and Arabs would dwell together with 

— equal rights, and the new city area which should be handed over to the Israeli 

‘ Government. E.P.S. Geneva 


‘Wr. 7 ~ February 17, 1950 ~3- a4 


ED STATES Church and War 


_ "It is time for the Church to make up its mind about war with the hydrogen bomb" 
this conviction has been expressed by Dr Albert E. Day, Chairmen of the National 
mittee which is organising a conference on Church and Wer, to be held in Detroit, 
8 =—11, 1950, with the attendance of 500 delegated church,men and women, 


___ Announcing this conference 111 church leaders of 16 major American Protestant 
denominations declared that “millions outside the Churéh and inside are looking for a 
contemporary statement of what Christian peace action is." 


_ ‘The Conference has been organized on the initiative of 13 peace and pacifist 

ps within the following denominations: Baptist, Brethren, Congregational Christian, 
iples of Christ, Episcopal, Evangelical and Reformed, Friends, Lutheran, Mennonite, 
thodist, New Church, Presbyterian, Unitarian, and will also include representatives 
from peace groups within othe denominations both in the U.S.A. and Canada. 


ep * 
_ Although the voting membershir of the Conference will be restricted to the dele- 
6 of these denominational groups, “ho snnouncement made alear that “an unrestricted 


er of observers and visitors" wiil be welcome. 


wg 
Dr Albert E. Day pointed out that in 1945 the explosion of the atomic bomb | 
+ the Church unawares," and that Christian opinion "had no chance to lift its 
against such an assault upon human decensy" before the bomb was dropped on 
vima, "The world is waiting for a Christian voice that is unequivocal and un- 


a" he added. 


Paco 


} ‘The announcement cited the cleavages of official Church opinion evident at the 


that conference study papers, now being prepared by theological and peace leaders, 
newly explore end define the recognized Christian position of refusal to parti- 
e in modern war," . E.P.5. Geneva 


BRITAIN Archbishop of York Urges Control of the Hydrogen Bomb 


Tt is the duty of all who value our civilization to urge, while there is time, 
he outlawry and control of this devilish weapon", said the Archbishep of York in a 
ence to the hydrogen bomb, during a sermon at Liverpool Cathedral, on Sunday, 


; "bok 5. 


far more destructive than those which blasted into ruin two Japanese cities. Now that 
ace to make these super bombs has beon started it will only end either by their 

‘in war or by international agreement to prohibit or control their manufacture. 

is the only alternative - destruction or agreement," E.P.S. Geneva 


Church Conferences held at Oxford in 1937, and at Amsterdam in 1948, and expressed 


i "When the hydrogen bomb is made," he said, "there will be in men's hands weapons 


ri 
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_ NPTHERLANDS Princess Wilhelmina and Ecumenical Youth 


4 Addressing a national conference organised by the Ecumenical Youth Council 
i the Netherlands at the wai. of February, H.R.H. Princess Wilhelmina said:~ 


a "The Message of the Pale Department of the World Council of Churches to 
she Ecumenical Conference in Bangkok, has, without doubt, made a deep impression in 
de circles all over the world, by its sense of realism, its practical Christianity 

and its vision of the opportunities of this moment in history. This message must have 

ired those young Christians, present in Pangkok, who were conscious of the fact 
they were led there by God Himself, 

q "The resolutions of the Bangkok Conference and the lines indicated to 

=: eer these resolutions are full of promise. 


“What I like most in this message is that, though it was addressed to 

Bangxox, it contains a working~programme for youth all over the world, wherever they 

‘work ~ a message in which the sense of belonging together is strengthened and 

mubval ties are tightened. 

a "It reads: 'To carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the market—places, 

he paee, fields and factories, into every part of human life.' 

me! "Could it be said more clearly? to perneate the whole of life with the 
rit of Christ. which makes all relationships biblically sound." 


s Princess Wilhelmina concluded: "Bear witness to Him, in full dedication 
r humility, together with all others, the world over, May everyone of you, personally, © 
rience His Holy Presence in the midst of you..." E.P.S. Geneva 


WITZERLAND Christian Brotherhood as a Practical Reality 


i” A parish in German Switzerland has had the generous idea of presenting to. 
iPS its collection for theSunday in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, to enable 
to be sent to recipients abroad who are not in a position to pay the subscription. 
On this occasion, it is to be pastors in the Eastern Zone of Germany and one deaconess 
is 1 South Africa who will benefit by this gift, E.P.S,. Geneva 


Six Lenten Sermons 


Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the Protestant Federation of France, is 
his year to give a further series of six Lenten sermons, which will be broadcast by 
French national radio network, They are to be preached in the Reformed church ¢ 
ssy at 6 p.m. on the six Saturdays February 25, March 4, 11, 18 and 25, and April l, 
and will deal with the theme "Christ and Man." On Good Friday, April 7, at 5645 Demo, 
gd Boegner will lead a Meditation Before the Cros3, which will also be broadcast. 
E.P.S. Geneva 
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Recent Decisions by the Prot- 


estant Federation of France 


The Council of the Protestant Federation of France met on Tuesday, January 

L. The President, Pastor Mare Boegner, gave an account of the conversations he had 
during the previous few weeks with the President of the Republic, both on the war 
Indonehina and on the law of September 15, 1948, requiring German soldiers accused 
war crimes and having belonged to organisations listed as criminal to adduce proof 
their innocence. Pastor Boegner had informed the Presidens of the feeling aroused 
Protestant circles by the reversal of French law involved in the sanctioning of such 
edict, and by the manner in which it ran counter to the international agreements 
 Bigned by France. 


i The Council decided to fam an Information and Ecumenical Study Commission, 
nd invited Professor Burgelin to be its chairmans 

M It also decided to undertake for the coming autumn the preparation of a large- 
cale meeting of representatives of French Protestant Churches, which is to study some 
the problems discussed by Sections III and IV of the Amsterdam Assembly (the dis- 
order of society and international affairs), E.P.S, Geneva 


q CHOSLOVAKIA Change in the Orthodox Church 


‘ Has Pravoslavi", the official publication of the Orthodox Church in Czecho- 
“Slovakia, reports in its latest issue that two new Orthodox bishops have been inducted, 
me to the eparchy, or diocese, of Moravia, and the other the bishopric of Slovakia. 
Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia, which is dependent on the Moscow Patriarchate, 
thus now three bishoprics, with bishops residing in Prague, Olomouc and Presov. 


G “Hlas Pravoslavi" further reports that the Patriarch of Moscow has expressed 
the wish to set up in the near future an Autocephalous (independent) Orthodox Church 
In the Czechoslovakian Republic. 

i 


a According to a statement in "Kostnicke Jiskry", a joint publication of the 
Protestant Churches in Czechoslovakia, Metropolitan Nicholas of Krutitsk and Kolomna, 
of the Office for External Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate, has arrived in 

| e, The immediate occasion of his visit was the bestowal upon him of the honorary 
Gégree of doctor of theology by the Jan Hus Faculty. E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Interconfessional Relations in the Mission Field 


The Apostolic Vicar of Masaka, Uganda, Dr. Joseph Kiwanuka, who is the only 
ve bishop of the Roman Catholic Church in Africa, is at present staying in the U.S.A. 
Emory Ross, secretary of the Africa Committee of the North American Conference for 
ign Missions, which is the most important Protestant missionary body in the United 
es, introduced the Catholic visitor at an official dinner attended by leading re~ 
sentatives of the Protestant and Catholic Churches. 


The interconfessional nature of the dinner, declared Dr. Ross, was, although 
not in itself a thing of any substance, nevér":heless encouraging. "There was a time 
g hy , 


No. 7 ~ Febrvary 17, 1950 | a 8 ye 


"when bitter strife went on in Uganda between Protestant and Catholic mocebijesiied | but 
it had in the last few years "had to give place to an increasing solidazity in 
. ‘matters of common interest." Bishop Kiwanuka ‘in his reply emphasised that Catholics 
and Protestants took the same kind of interest in the problems of education, especially 
as education in Uganda was exclusively in the hands cf the Catholic and Protestant 
' _missionary organisations, E.P.S. Geneva 


“ ceuuny The 43 Emexgency Churches 


Py The shortage of churches resulting all over Germany from the war damage 
in the cities gave to a number of Churches in othercountrics the idea of encouraging 
the building of Notkirchen, or emergency churches. Under the supervision of Professov 


These Notkirchen were described in an illustrated publication of the Hilfs- 

Ser of the Svan elical Church in Germany, with a foreword by Prof. Bartning. The 
Eve form of these Notkirchen (originally conceived as hutmets) is that of a 

type" specially adapted to loca”. conditions, a20 dour not représeds aur sorb of c= 
morgency expedient; they are churches worthy of the name both architecturally and 
_liturgically, a monument to the "singlemindedness and strength born of need". Unlike 
the hutment type, which only seated 200, the Notkirche contains seating for 450-500, 
8 parish hall, a gallery and an organ. Costs for building and building-materials 
are borne in part by the donor churches abroad, but also to a considerable extent by 
the receiving parish. Notable among the donors in other countries are the World’ Jouncil 
of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the Evangelical and Reformed Church in the 
‘U.S.A., the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the Relief Organisation of the 
Evangelical Churches in Switzerland. E.P.S, Geneva 


Schools in the Eastern Zone 


The deliberations of the latest assembly of the Berlin Confessing Church, 
‘reports the Evangelical News Service (East) from Berlin, concerned the relations of 
‘the Church to education. "It is agreed by all that a new epoch has begun in Church 
‘@ducational policy, as part of the movement of renewal in the Church as a whoie, In 
the final and official report, the idea of a Christianity 'prescribed' in a purely 
external sense by State authority for all the free schools is expressly rejected. 
Instead, it is urged that all schools should be open to the Christian faith." 


The report goes on, "Religious instruction should be given regularly as part 
the time-table in the free schools, as requested and indicated by the Church. Under 
no ) circumstances can an educational monopoly by the State be recognised. Opportunity 
‘should exist for the starting of Evangelical schools where this can be done with genuine 
inward conviction, and where the necessary conditions are present as regards parents, 

_ children and teachers." 
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The question whether the Berlin neheot legislation as at present existing 
ovidesfor education open to Christianity “was answered with only a very conditional 
It was felt that a depoliticalisation of educaticn was necessary, and Christian 
ents as a whole were urged to take care that education was not moulded by a iota 
, deliberate opposition to Christianity." It was in the recognitioa of these pri: 
ples that "efforts must be made to reach agreomcat betweon Church and State on the 
portant field of education." E.P.S, Geneva 


“matt : _ Position of theCoucil of Evangelical Churches 


— The position of the Protestant Churches in Italy remains somewhat delicate. 
Incidents recently occurred at Castel Gandolfo, where American missionaries of the 

rotestant Church of Christ" were sct upon, Further, as a result of the fact that 

certain Italian Protestants are members of the Commenist Party, Protestantism in 

General is readily identified with Communism, Tiv1s; in an interview which he gave 

| lately to a representative of the Associated ipesea the Minister of the Interior, Sig- 

“hor Scelba, declared that Protestant activities were part and parcel of the Communist 
movement. These attacks caused the Federal Counc ef Evangelical Churches in Ital: 
Paes for publication a statement and communiq»c which we summarise as follows: 


EMENT t "The Commission of the Federal Council cf Evangelical Churches in Italy 
the study of the revision of legislation relating to farms of worship other tian 
e@ Roman Catholic 


"Affirms that, while certain responsible circles are displaying eagerness 
bo take any and every opportunity of befouling the reputation of Protestantism, the 
shorities concerned appear in no way desirous of putting into effect the principles 
the protection of religious liberty and the rights of the subject which are laid 
wn in Articles VIII, XVII and XIX of the Constitution, in spite of the repeated 
mee et tons of the Federal Council, 


"Requests the Federal Council itself: 


#1) To induce the Governriny) to open those  egotdation provided for in 
rt ticle “III, para 3, of the Constitution; and 

‘ "2) that religious liberty should be defended and legally protected in all 
‘forms, at national level, in ascordance with international agrement (Universal 
aration of the Rights of Man by the United Nations, and Article XV of the Peace 


ty). 


UNIQUE: "The Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches cf Italy, having taken 
unt of certain recent publications appearing in the Pres, and of statements of an 
ficial nature disseminated by Press agencies, on the octasion of its meeting of 
ty 21, 1950, in Rome, 


| "Reaffirms, in the name of the Churches which it represerhss that Protestari- 
ism in Italy, faithful to its tradition and calling, has as its sole aim the fulfil- 
| ee the mission entrusted to it, the proclaiming of the Kingdom of God in 
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ecordance with the One Word of the Gospel, and that for this reason it neither favours 
mr upholds any particular political ideology; 


"Declares that Protestantism calls without discrimination upon ali peaples 

ail individuals, to whatever political party they belong, and that, moreover, as 

doctrine cannot be identified or confused with the programme of any political 

pei ",its Churches welcome whosoever believes in Christ Jesus as his sole Lord and 

f Jeemer ; and 

b~ "Protests against anyone, even a member of the Government, who for obvious 

political and confessional motives, seeks to throw suspicion and discredit upon the 
yious mission of Protestantism, by employing the absolutely baseless accusation 

litical contamination, and thereby reintroducing precisely the same methods as 


of such grievous memory experienced during twenty years of Fascist rule, al~ 
though for different purposes." 


} This communiqué, unanimously approved at the meeting on January 21, 1950, 
e Federal Council of the Evancelical Churches in Italy, was not published until 


nent, E.P.S,. Geneva 


Church Work in Hungary 
b We quote the following details, which may be taken as typical, from a special 
teport received on the latest developments in Hungarian Church life: 


. "One matter of great importance is the institution of Bible classes, which 

now become pretty well universal, and of which the people avail themselves with 

und interest and eagerness. The backbone of the curriculum for the more advanced 

| courses, organised over periods of three weeks in each divtrist, is "Heilsge- 

hte", i.e, Bible history from the Creation to the Second Coming, with very strong 

is on the Kingdom of God, which is treated as the focal point. Each Bible 

s followed by a theological, historical or practical one, so that, for instance, 

ry of the patriarchs will be accompanied by an account of the way of faith, the 

y of Israel by the history of the Church, and New Testament study by discussion 

§ questions touching the Church and the world. As may be observed from this inade- 
quate résumé, the series as a whole bears mainly on eschatology and the Kingdom of God, 

and its objective is thus the Mission, 

"This idea has been widely and enthusiastically taken up, and has provided 

| impulse among younger people to apply themselves directly to the study of theology. 

ndividualistic piety prevalent up to now is beginning slowly but su-ely to give 

} to a more vigorous and mission-minded attitude." E.P.S. Geneva 
OTE:-We wish to apologise for an error in the last number of E.P.S. (No.6, February 

0). The date 1961 in the second para of GREECE - St. Paul's Celebrations, 

m page 3 should read: 1951. : 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 54333  — Telegr.: * OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD'S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
7 and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
: 
4 
iz 
No. 8 Seventeenth Year February 24, 1950 


a ectinte st nestni rcesivenih sister airni emit eletnnsecutisanienbaoen oh wea male icactentacteninvns hdeastensiaibi 
‘. 
J 
Fate of Refugee Children 
The fate of the refugees ard DPs is particularly hard in the case of the host 
of children among them, who are, in addition, often orphaned. A field-officer of 
‘the World Council of Churches Refugee Division, whose task it is to care for such 
refugee children, has described their tragic situation as victims of prevailing cir- 
ances, taking as a typical example a former airport, now half-demolished, where 
ess children have found a refuge. 


"Their situations were fairly typical of current political absurdity —- one was 
German, but of Austrian parents, and could not go to Germany. because his parents were 
Austrian, but could not become Austrian because he was born in Germany; one was Slovak, 
But could not join his mother in England because she had had to go there as a single 
wom without dependents; one was, oddly, English, relict of a disappeared English 
major in Austria and therefore classed as foreigner and refugee; one was Yugoslav, 
ith parents separated by onJy a few miles of mountains and a perfectly good pass — 
the pass between Carinthia and Slovenia, draped with a man-made curtain; one was 
austrian, but at a previous Christmas in Vienna Soviet soldiers had murdered his 
lother and father at table four years ago, and the memory intruded. 


"Yet all these children spoke the same language, lived in the same place, went 
to the same schools, looked on the same children's world, and only wanted to be like 
their fellows. It is one of the most shaming tasks of the adult to have to explain 

to a group of children just how they differ - just what one may do that another, born 
On the other side of the river, may not; just what trade one can learn and another, 
Sven be he devoted to it, not; over just what border one will be allowed, another not, 
it amounts to explaining tiie stupidity of the grown-up to the much~too-clear-seeing 
Child, and is, of all the tasks of a welfare worker, the most essentially humiliating. 
The desperate refugee boy who once said to me, when we had failed together eithe to 

get him naturalised, or to get him emigrated:'Why should we havé to belong to a country, 
Until we are grown—up?', was seeing much deeper then he thought. In an age when, even 
in lands of plenty, children belong less and less to their parents, we ought to be able 
to create something like a universal nationality for - just ~ a child, something that 
would make him acceptable as a human being, instead cf branding him with the label of 
his birthplace." E.P.S. Geneva 


r The story of the Tibetan Bible goes back nearly sighty years. It began, when 
Gergan, the young political counseller of the Dalai Lama, fled to Kashmir on being 
tee of an attempt on the life of his master, the head of the Buddhist world in 
Central Asia. In Kashmir, he gave lessons in Tibetan to two Moravian missionaries, 
and with them began the task of translating the Scriptures. 


His son Yoseb, who bedame a Christian, completed the translation of the Old 
Testament, and also helped with the first revised text of the New. The British and 
foreign Bible Society in 1941 described the completed work as "a truiy inspired trans- 
lation," but at that time its actual printing had to be left in abeyance because of 
e war, The manuscript was stowed away in a safe vault of Ripon Cathedral, After 
ewar, it proved impossible to »xint it by reason cf the paper shortage in England, 
til finally this was managed in India on American paper. Gergan himseif, who died 
1946 in Leh, was able to read through the first proofs, and after further obstacles 
d been got over, the first thousand copies were at last brought out. They have already 
und their way into the lamaseries of Tibet, where "it is believed that this dynamic 
book is being redd", 


On the other hand, the situation of the Catholic missionaries in Tibet is, as 

is well-known, highly precarious. The bulletin published by the St. Bernard monastery 
Switzerland relates details of the tragic death at the hands of the lamas of a 

- Bernard missionary to the Tibetan marches, Father Tornay. 


; It appears that in January 1946 Fr. Tornay was forced at the poin® of thirty 
ifles to leave his post in Yerkalo; the property of the mission was confiscated and 
chapel and cemetery desecrated. Christians were made to burn incense to the gods, 
, as the supreme deprivation, to see fifteen of their children taken to be trained 
lamas. After countless attempts to bring the lamas to reason, Fr. Tornay decided 

0 try his last chance, in the end of July 1949: he set out for Lhasa to plead the 
cause of the Christians. But he never got there. The lamas, hearing of his plan, 
ambushed and killed him, together with his two companions. 

: At the news of Fr. Tornay's murder, several young priests came forward to ensure 
‘that he should at least have a successor. E.P,5,. Geneva 


“UNITED STATES Towards a New Version of the Old Testament 


Completion of the first draft of the Revised Standard Version cf the 
Old Testament in English announced by Dr. Luther A. Weigler, Dean-Emeritus of Yale 


Dr. Weigle made the announcement cn behalf of a grcup of America's foremost 
Biblical scholars and religious educators who have spent twelve years working on the 
nuscript. He said it will now be distributed to individual members of the gioup' for 
nal revision. Publication date has been fixed for September, 1952, 


os The revised version of the Old Testament will be a companion to the Revised 
andard Version of the New Testament, already completed by the same group in 1945 and 
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Burson The Bible in Tibet 

ch Tibet now possesses the whole of the Bible in its native tongue. 

Published the following year. B.P,S. Geneva 
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geet BRITAIN Ship's Bell for Hiroshima Church 


Japanese ChrisSians in Atom-bombed Hiroshima will soon be called to worship 
at the Church of the Resurrection by the ship's bell from a British minesweeper. 
by 
fc The church's empty belfry will be filled by the bell of the H.1i.S. Speedy , 
as a result of a gift from the Admiralty to the Church Missionary Society in London. 


Rebuilding of the church, begun in March, 1949, with the help of C.M.S. funds, 
ha Ss now been completed except for hanging the ohineh bell. 


In war service from 1939 to 1946, the Speedy participated in stzenuous duty 
the North Russia convoy route, on the Malta run, in Second--Front operations and 


in home waters. E.P.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA A Course on Ecumenism 


x 

a About 40 youth leaders of the Czechoslovak Church gethered recently for a 
five day conference in Hermanovy Sejsy, a town in Northern Bohemia, to ssudy tie 
aes of ecumenical efforts. 


j Among the spea):ers were formr delegates to the World Christian Youth Conference, 
eld in Oslo in 1947, and observers at the Amsterdam Assembly, 1948. The Protestant 

th of Paschosicvalda was represented at the conference by speakers and two frater- 
al delegates. (The Czechoslovak Church is not a mesber of the World Council of 
churches but its youth has cooperated for several years with the Scumenicai Youth 

ouncil in Czechoslovakia and''the conference itself} writes an EPS--correspondant, 
Mproves the active interest of their leaders in ecumenical questions"). E.P.S. Geneva 


United Bible Society's Bulletin 


The first issue of the United Bible Socdety | News Bulletin (see EPS No.27, 

1949) has just been published by the General Secretariat of the Society in London, 

t gives all information on the activities, developments and problems of the Bible 

ocieties belonging to the U.B.S., and contains articles seeking to show the place 

f the Bible in the world, the work being done to disseminate it, its production and 

the results obtained. ravaliars! tales" describe the situation from the Society's 

P yint of view in various countries, illustrating in vivid and concrete fashion the 
fork of its member-societies' secretaries.. 


Another U.B.S. publication, "The Bible Translator," is appearing pars*lel 
th the Bulletin, dealing more exclusively with matters of Bible translation and 
ndeavouring to keep the public informed of progress in this field. 5.P.5. Geneva’ 


IRUANY ' The Churen for the World 


! The Committee of the "Kirche ftir die Welt" (Church for the World) Institute 
F held its first meting on Monday, Feb:uary 13, in Frankfurt-am-Main. 

The promotion of the "German Evangelical Church Gathering" (see EPS 32, 1949) 
‘Was considered as being the task of primary urgency among those which the Institute, 
in accordance with its stated aim, is desirous of achieving and mastering. 
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es The governing bodies of the Institute are the Committee and the Board. The 
Committee at this meeting elected as its chairman Bundesminister Dr, Dr, Heinemann, 
of Issen (the chairman of the Board is Dr. R. von Thadden), and it is hoped to get a 
number of other public figures to sit on it also. 


. a 


Both Committee and Board are of the opinion that the demonstration of faith 

y ivan elical lay Christians everywhere which is to find expression in the Church 
Gathering is caable of providing a strong and vigorous stimulus for the renewal of 
Evangelical life, and are therefore anxious to work with every means in their power 
Por the achievement of this their joint purpose. Kirche ftir die Jelt's work of arous- 
g people's interest within the individual dioceses and sub-dioceses is to go mead 
the closest co-operation with the Committees for the Gathring now in process of 
formation in the various Linder. u.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Can a Plan for Uniting Churches be Stopped 
-: by a Legal Decision of the State? 


The Movement for Church Unity in the United States is today faced by a pr-blem 
involving very important principles. The question preoccupying American Protestant 
“quarters with an immediate interest in Christian unity is, "Can the State disallow 
sfforts for Church union?" and arises from a legal ruling by the State which seems 
seriously to threated a proposed amalgamation between two Churches. 


The General Council of the Congregational Chirches and the corresponding govern- 
gp body of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, after careful consultation with their 

parishes, had resolved to unite their two Churches in June 1950 (see EPS Nos. 8 and 21, 
1949), forming the "United Church of Christ," with a membership of some 2,000,000. 


, 
_ A plan drawn up well in advance is now being condemned as invalid under a ruling 
given by a secular court of law. 


The Cadman Memorial Congregational Society and the Cadman (Congregational) Memor- 
al Church, both in Brooklyn, protested to the Brooklyn Supreme Court in November of last 

ar against the carrying-through of this scheme, on the grounds that "the proposed 
merger was a threat to the independence and individual freedom of Con;resational clergy- 
Men and Churches." It was further claimed that the merger would create "a total new 
form of Church government, which will divert funds from the uses and purposes for which 
they have hitherto been used," 


On the basis of this protest, and the denial that the proposed United Church 
had any right to use sums designated exclusively for the use of Consregational Churches, 
the Brooklyn Court on February 4, 1950, formally opposed the forthcoming merger. 


> Ea Asked whether a State court was empowered to give judgmmt in such a matter, 
Ju'ge Steinbeck replied, "The réle of a civil court in ecclesiastical matters is deter- 
ned by the following consideration: It is not usual for a secular court to mix in 
logical controversies or decisions of a theological nature, which are the province 
< the Church leaders concerned. As soon as civil rights and the rights of property 
are affected, however, legal action can be taken." 


In the judgment of the Brooklyn Court, "fundamental differences in beliefs, doc- 
ines and practices" are indicated between the two Churches. liention was made of them, 
idge Steinbeck went on, only because no local parish or parish member can be forced 
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to join a "United Church," even when this latter has been decided upon by the 
theologians and leaders of their Church and its opposite number, after consultation 
‘with its members. 


‘ This means in practice that the Council of (for example) the Congregaticnal 
“Churches is not empowered to enter into agreements binding its parishes, because 
the individual Congregational parish is recognised as possessing sovereign freedom 
of movement, This fact, and the rights of the individual parish member, give the 
‘position that while each member of the General Council is certainly at liberty to 
join the United Church, the Council as a whols is equally certainly not so, as it 
has no authority to take such a step. 


Summing up, the judgment states that "the proposed merger provides for machin- 
ery which has in it the dangerous possibitities of a general overall body usurping 

e interest and property rights of Churches in all that they have created in the 
ast, with the exception of their owm immediate and separate Church property." 


es ‘Some Protestant leaders," reports Religious News Service from New York in a 
release dated February 4, "believe the decision may jeopardise the whole Church 

ynity movement. They interpret the ruling as indicating that a civil court could 
event a Church from changing its polity and as f:.miting mergers to Churches which 
have the'same polity. This decision may affedt all of the Congregationally~organised 
urches," 


The Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, meeting on February 9 

mn Cleveland, stated its view on the situation created by the Brooklynruling in a 
statement expressing "regret that circumstances make it impossible to proceed at 

lis time with the consummation of the proposed union with the Congregational Christ- 
ian Churches. We express our appreciation," it goes on, "of the devotion and stead- 
stness with which our brethren have laboured with us in this particular effort. We 
ait with confidence and hope the guidance of the Holy Spirit as to what should be 

e next steps for our respective groups in achieving this union for which so many 
“fave so devoutly worked and prayed. 


"We stand unshaken in our commitment to the cause of Christian union, and 
humbly seek for that further light which will. surely come from God's Holy Word and 
trom innr witness of His Spirit." 


. Statements in the very near futuse by authoritative Church leaders will 
ontribute to the further clarification of:ithis quvesticn. E.P.S, Geneva 


‘Ismny New Representative of licscow Patriarchate 


Patriarch Alexis of Moscow has appointed a new representative for the Russian 


rael at the head of a delegation of Russian Orthodox priests, He is replacing 
himandrite Leonidas, who has bea the head of the Russian Mission since 1948, 
E.P.S. Geneva 
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The Executive Committee of the World Ccuncil of Churches 


- Conference and Resolutions ~ 


yy The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches met at the Ecumenical 

Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, from February 21 to 23 for its second annual meet~ 

ing. The meeting was attended by Dr. G.K.A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester (who was in 

Chair), and by sixteen members of the Executive Committee from Canada, France, 

many, Great Britain, Norway, Scotland, Switzerland and the United States. ‘Two of 

e Presidents of the World Council were also present: Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 

wethodist Church in the U.S.A. and Pastor Mare Boegner, President of the French Protest- 

ant Federation. Bishop Panteleimon, Metropolitan of Edessa (who had been invited by 

he Archbishop of Athens to attend the meeting) was prevented by illness, but sent a 

jlegram of greeting. 

The meeting,which resulted in a number of important resolutions, began its 
work by receiving reports on the various journeys undertaken ny some of those present: 

President Boegner, the Bishop of Chichester, Pastor Niemdller and Dr. Visser 't Hooft, 

eral Secretary of the World Council of Churches. They had visited South America, 

stralia and Eastern Asia. This world-wide ecumenical fellowship meant a host of 

fresh tasks for the World Council in future, 

BY 

a Dr. Visser 't Hooft reported on the scope and significance of the East Asia 

yonference held in December in Bangkok (see EPS No. 46, 1949). "The Western Churches", 

Visser 't Hooft pointed out, "must give far more importance to the theological 

lp they could render the Churches of the East..., net simply bringing them finished 

sological systems, but sitting down and thinking out with them their own problems 

in the difficult and dangerons spiritual situation which they face today. 


____‘ "Concerning Religious Liberty in Asia, it is the task of the Churches not simply: 
to defend it for themselves but to explain that conception. Only in Christianity is 
there to be found the conception of real freedom, the freedom of man and the personal 
decisions he has to take before his God. The idea of Religious Liberty in Asia had 
penetrated a small group of leaders...,; the mass of the people had not begun to 


nderstand what it was all about." 


P The historic gathering of the Churches in Eastern Asia had sent a request to the 
“International Missionary Council and to the World Council of Churches. vnder whose 
joint auspices it had been held, namely: to appoint a special representative in order 
tensify Church relations in Asia. This proposal was accepted by the Executive 
' ttee, The appointment in question will be made by the Central Committee of the . 
World Council of Churches at its meeting in Toronto, Canada, in July. 


The Executive Committee also passed the following resoluticnss 


(1) Three main subjects were accepted for tie agenda of the Central Committee 
ing in Toronto, namelys The ecclesiological significance of the World Council 
hurches ; Religious Liberty and dominating religions; and The nature and prepara- 


tion of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


Progress reports will also be presented in Toronto on a problem of race relations 
; . : ‘ X fi ee oe ‘ ; 
nd on the Christian approach to international law, 


= 


es 
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(2)The Execuutive Committee of the World Council of Churches confirms the 


decision taken at an earlier date that the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
ches should be held in the 1T.S.A. 


* (3) A decision was also taken about the Representation of the World Council 

; Churches in Germany. 

§ . 

4 (4) With regard to the Greek children who have been taken away from their own 
“country during the civil war in Greece, 15 waz ~esn7ved to send a special letter 

| Metropolitan Spyridon, Archbishop of Athens and Primate of the Church of Greece. 


a (5) The Committee had a full discussion on the question of trial of War Criminals, 
ere of the different steps which had been taken by the Churches in the countries 
cerned to make sure that these trials should be conducted according to highest prin- 
ip es of justice and as speedily as possible. 


it was decided to appoint a group which would draw up a statement of the prin- 
ples which the various Churches should advocate in this respect. 


a (6) After thorough discussion on the effects of the hydrogen bomb the Executive 
mattce adopted the following resolution: 


"The hydrogen bomb is the latest and most terrible step in the crescendo of war~ 

re which has changed war from a fight between men and nations to a mass murder of 

nan life, Man's rebellion against kis Creator has reached such a point that, unless 
ed, it will bring self-destruction upon him. All this is a perversion; it is 

ist the moral order by which man is bound; it is sin against God, 


"A11 men have responsibilities before God as they face the grave issues raised 
hydrogen bomb and other weapons of modern war, Let each ponder in his con- 
e, be he statesman or scientist or ordinary citizen, how far his own action or 
de contributes to the danger of world suicide; and what he must do to prevent it, 
id to bring the nations to understand and serve one another, 
iE "The governments of the nations have an inescapable responsibility at this hour. 
@ world is divided into hostile camps through suspicion and distrust, and through 
i@ failure of the nations to bring their mutual relations within an agreed system 
justice and order. As representatives. of Christian Churches we appeal for a gigant- 
thew effort for peace. We know how strenuously the governments have discussed peace 
he past... But sharp political conflicts continue and the atomic danger develops 
controlled. We urge the governments to enter into negotiations once again, and to 

> - everything in their power to bring the present tragic deadlock to an ends: 


% cies is the hour to listen afresh to the Word of God Who is the Lord of history, 
And this is the hour for earnest prayer to Him. For the fate of mankind is in His aa 

ands. Those who trust Him do not need to fear, whatever comes. He is the God and Ms 
t of our Lord Jesus Christ. All are to appear before His judgment seat, and to ‘ 
’ an account of what they have done, or have refused to do, for their fellow men." nn 
* E.P.S. Geneva 
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Counselling Churches! Action on Hydrogen Bomb 


ce To assist the Churches in making representations to their national governments 
m the hydrogen bomb, following the statement approved by the World Council of Chur- a8 
Executive Committee, (see EPS No.8) the Commission of the Churches on Internation- 
\ffairs is recommending the following considerations proposed by the Director, Dr, \ 
0, Frederick Nolde, to its national commissions: -— 

4 "We urge that our people in their respective countries convene conferences of 
‘esentative leaders to press for steps which must be immediately lawched in the bh 
ction of international control of destructive forces and international co-operaticn 
for constructive ends. <7 


"In such conferences we suggest consideration of the following propositicns 
as guides for national pelicy and as criteria for exercising moral judgment upon 
Overnments: = 


"1. That governments not only indicate readiness to enter into international | 
ons tations for the intern-ational control of armaments but that they manifestly 
ke the initiative in pressing for such consultations. 


"2, That governments announce a policy of willingness to make a fresh start 
n these consultations and give tangible evidence of their desire to proceed in a 
ipirit of co-operation and goodwill. 


3, ‘That governments, in preparation for and in the process of consultation, mea 
epudiate the policy of seeking national advantage to the disadvantage of other nations, — 
md, if need be, take reasonable risks to secure international agreement. 


m4, That governments, by the exercise of their sovereign power, shsw their 
t% to delegate such authority to international agencies as may be necessary for 
ive multilateral control of armaments. 


6 
"Equally important for consideration by the Churches, we are convinced, are the Ne 
by which international co-operation for constructive purposes may be promoted. bate | 
ent perceeutar dy that attention be given to: - ae 
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nce to underdeveloped areas. 
an be diverted to measures for promoting comity through mutual assistance on a world 


t _ "3. The ways in which peoples and governments, particularly in lands between 
which serious tensions now exist, can develop harmonious relations through cultural, 
professional, social and religious co-operation," E.P.S. Geneva 


a: 


ND STATES Further Protests against Brooklyn 


sy 
Church gathered in Cleveland on February 8, for departmental meetings. 


_ Scheduled to hold sessions were the Commission on Christian Social Action of 
he Evangzlical and Reformed Church, the Congregational Christian Council for Social 
sion, and the General Council and Missions Council of the Congregational Christian 
nu “ches. 


_ 4dt had been expected that the meeting would be the happy prelude to formal mer- 
‘ger of the two Churches, but a recent Brooklyn Supreme Court decision blocked the mer- 
(see EPS No, 8). Asa result, the groups which gathered in Cleveland were primar- 
ily concerned with the’ question as to just where their paths were leading. 


ia 


_ Chief interest centred on a meeting of the 18-member executive committee of the 
yeneral Council of the Congregational Christian Churches which was expected to act on 
he court decision. 

iy 

_ While Council members declined to comment in advance of formal action, it was 
eved almost certain that they would vote to carry the merger issue to the higher 
8. But here again leaders took care to point out that they were meeting “in a 
4% of cooperation", apparently in: the fear that any other interpretation might 

¢ them in contempt of the Brooklyn Supreme Court. 


dan Churches, declared she had received a letter from officials of the Evangelical and 
‘Refomed Church promising continued support for Protestant unity efforts, 

r 

_ She said the letter was the first expression of the Evancelical and Reformed 
Thurch's attitude since the recent Brooklyn Supreme Court decision upholding opponents 
of the merger. 


"We stand ready," the letter said, "as long as Christian freedoms are completely 
guaranteed, to work for unity in American Protestantism." E.P.S. Geneva 
* Bishop Brilioth Appointed Primate of the Church of Sweden 


a Bishep Yngve Torgny Brilioth, of V4xj6, has been appointed Archbishop of Upsala 
nd Primate of the Church of Sweden at a meeting of the Swedish Cabinet presided over 
y King Gustav. 


"1. The part of national governments in the United Nations programme for assist- 


"2, The extent to which government funds, now assigned to military preparations, 


4 Court Decision Concerning Church Merger 


Leaders of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed 


-) 
_ Miss Helen Kenyon, moderator of the General Council of the Congregational Christ- 


| 
: 
| 
eI 
| 
| 
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if Associated with the Ecumenical Movement since the time of Archbishop SJderblom 

and of the Stockholm Conference for Life and Work (1925), Bishop Brilioth is a member 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and Chairman of the Commission 
on Faith and Order. Author of "The Anglican Revive" published in 1925, of a study 

of Swedish mediaeval Church history and of other books in Swedish, he was professor 

of prectical theclogy at the University of Lund before his a>pointment to the bishcp- 
pic of Vaxjo in 1937. ) E.P.S, Geneva 


¢! 


Church and Mission--Owned Properties in Israel 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on International 
iffairs, and Dr. Max Habicht, legal adviser for the Lutheran World Federation, initiated 
4 Tel Aviv at the end of January a series of consultations with the Minister of Finance 
d other officials cf the State cf Israel on the question of Church and missicn-- 

nec property in territory now occupied by Israel, The consultations will combinus 

Ww. ith &@ view to effecting an equitable settlement. 


The representatives of the Churches sought from Israel declaration of intent 
promptly to recognize ownership of all Church and mission-cwned property ~ wheter 

ed strictly for worship or for educational and humanitarian purposes - without 
Stinction as to reiigicn, race, or nationalit,. Further, they desired concrete 
assurance that Israel would facilitate measures to recover property such as admission 
Boy accredited representatives, inspection of property, access to records, nego~ 
ations for indemnities and restitution. 


| Israeli government officials gave oral assent to this broad policy statement, 

in so far as it pertained to the interests of the member Churches of the World Council 
Bf Churches and the International Missionary Council constituency with the exception 

of property formerly owned by German Churches and missions. Those officials are in 
Process -f drafting a written comiitment. 


a The negotiations for similar properties in Arab-controlled territory, including 
those of German religious agencies, have gone forward smoothly. There is good prospect 
that final settlement will be achieved without serious obstacle. E.P.S. Geneva 
“a 

f  URURIA Prespects of Missionary Work 
ne a rlediied VPidce dnb Pd iane ids dempaas il f On Yb 
_ The Communist authorities in Manchuria have now given exit permits to the last 

jen Of the 15 Danish missionaries, who during the past few years have been caught 
inside the Manchurian Iron Curtain. Most of them are now on their way home. They 


wever. one of the Danish missionaries (Miss Ellen Nielsen), a Chinese citizen, who 

S$ with great skill and Christian zeai founded and built up an entire little country. 
M, will remain in China. There is also a possibility that another missionary, wh» 
nas been in charge of a large orphanage, will stay on in Manchuria. E.P.S. Geneve 


* NORWAY, : The Future of Ministers 
Service, but employed in various Church related or anisaticns and in the schools. In 


the covrce of the next ten years approximately 140 having reached retirement age, will 


. Students will therefore probabiy never become ministers in the Norwegian Church, 
less the number of posts is increased considerably. The Church, however, cannot 


a 
wey é 
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e of the opinion that there is no possibility to continue Christian work in Manchuria. 


The Norwegian Church has 1500 ministers. 600 cf them are not in active ministerial _ 


ve active service. but the regrowth during the same period will be 500. 950 theolog- 


afford such an increase, Consequently, the average age of the ministers is rising. 
In a few years most ministers will be people between 50 and 60. But the hundreds of 
theological students who will probably never become ministers, can be used or are 
‘being used in other fields, namely as workers in the voluntary Christian and humani- 


ae organisations. E.P.S. Geneva 
“EDNEAND | Bib’e Passages for Newspapers 


The Bible Reading Society of Finland has approached the editors of all daily 

papers in Finland, requesting that the papers include a daily Bible passage 
Ibelected by the Society. Some newspapers have already accepted the offer. The Finnish 
Bible Reading Society was founded last year at the initiative of Archbishop Lehtonen 
‘and the purpose of the Society is to make the Bible the book of the people as °* “sod 


to be of old. E.P.S. Geneva 
a 
- SHEDEN Reorganisation of Inter-Church Agen 


i 


fs, In order to bring about better contact between different organs now working towards 


ecumenical ends in Sweden, a reorganisation of the Ecumenical Society has been made, 


; ons by the Ecumenical Assembly, meeting every two years, Because the chairman’ of the 
t evmenical Society (Ekumeniska foreningen), Bishop Manfred Bjorkquist, is also a 
ing ber cf the Ecumenical Council (Ekumoniska nimnden), there are good possibilities 


for close cooperation, E.P.S. Geneva 
. 

UNITED STATES National Luther an Council Adopts 
% Resolution on Bishop Ordass 

ie 


_ A resclution condemning the continued imprisonment of Lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass 
of Hungary has been adopted by the National Lutheran Council at its 32nd annual meet- 
ing in liinneapolis, January 31 =~ February 3. 


_ "Resolved, that we condemn the persistent and determined effcrts of the present 
Hungarian government to dominate and control the life and work of the Churches in that 
and, and in particular of the Lutheran Church of Hungary. As Lutherans, we cannot 

and will not forget that the continued imprisonment of Lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass 

of Budapest is one of the most flagrant instances of ans tale persecutions in Hungary. 


of 1948. We record our conviction that he is being persecuted solely because he 
“Vigorousiy defended the Christian teaching that in matters involving faith, it is 
“necessary to obey God rather than man. 

+ 


“The National Lutheran Council reaffir is its unity with Bishop Ordass and with our 
. brethren who todey suffer hardships because they stand firm for Christian liberty 
and truth against the encroachments of tctalitarian governments and police states. 
ce: to the world our conviction that aliegianze to Jesus Christ require much 
om agecus sacrifice like that made by Bishop Ordass, and we thank God for his example 
of uncompromising steadfastness and devotion. Our thoughts and prayers are ever with 
him in his sufferings and we pledge to him our continuing confidence and loyalty." 
a E.P.S. Geneva 


Its Executive Committee is appointed by the Ecumenical Council on the basis of suggest— 
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INDIA Professor Brunner on Democracy 


Professor Emil Brunner of Zurich, who has been touring the Far East on 
behalf of the World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations, on his way 
home visited India, where he lectured in several towns. In Madura he spoke on 
_ "the spiritual basis of democracy," and prefaced his remarks with a number of state- 
_ ments of principle, including the following which havé a special significance for 
Indias 


"Christianity proclaims all people as the common children of a Christ-like 
_ God, From this equality preached by Christ, has grown democracy. India is launching 
_ splendidly in a democratic Government. But can India continue as a true democracy 
Ht without the foundation of Christian faith which the West has found essential? I 
: hope India will become a Christian nation and preserve its Democracy." 


h 2 _ A correspondent of the well-knowm Indian Christian weekly "The Guardian" 
_ conments in a special report, published in issue No. 3 for 1950: 


"At the hst remark a militant Brahman lawyer shouted, 'Hear, hear!, and 
started the discussion, 'We want Christ, the Christ who preached the non-violence, 

_ the Christ who observed no caste, the Christ who went about doing good. Our great 
‘Tamil poet Appar taught somewhat the same in the Madura Temple. But you failed to 

_ find him there. I have read the Bible. I love my Christ as a great Avathar of God. 
India accepts him, but not the Christianity you preach. You have said some Bont: 

_ things. Come back again after you have found more of what India has tp offer... 


"The second man asked: 'Did not poison gas, atom bombing, most of the horrors 
¢ of war come from the Christian West?' - 'Yes', said Professor Brunner, ‘But demo- 
racy is inherent in the Christian faith while these sins you have mentioned are 
_ contrary to Christ. Don't blame Christianity for the sins I commit which are contrary 
me Christ's teaching. We Westerners are a bad lot. But the badness is not inherent 


‘@ our religion, Christian democracy'." E.P.S, Geneva 
- macs Death of an Ecumenical Pioneer 


at 


The death “is announced of Pastor Elie Gounelle, who was, with M. Wilfred 
Heroe, one of the great pioneers of ecumenism in France, particularly in the field 
_ 6f Life and Work. He attended many conferences organised by that movement, and was 
ee mainstay of the French “Revue du Christianisme Social". In the editorial of the 
 Special:issue which the Revue devoted to the ecumenical conferences of Oxford and 
_ Edinburgh in 1937, he wrote the following prophetic sentences, 
"What stands most in jeopardy is not bread but freedom; not the body but the © 
Spirit; not material well-being and the progress of technics but social Justice; 
_ and supemal Love, and Peace, 
i» 
ot "There is a mighty eclipse in the firmament of mankind today; the night is 
Coming. Not surprising that Christendom should be disquieted, should tremble, and 
_ fear, and abase itself, and as it were grope after the unification and intensifica- 
tion of its forces more than ever in faith, in prayer, in the mercy which is alone 
in a God of love. In spite of everything, Christians meeting in Oxford and Edinburgh, 
apie they were not, perhaps, able to say it, had the courage to believe that the Una 
_ Sancta Ecclesia was near, that it was coming, and that its hour was fixed on the clock 
t time, by the clockmaker of eternity." E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY Church and Politics in the Eastern Zone 


> In view of the fact that more and more pastors are now being asked to 
work in co-operation with the "National Front", the church authorities of Kerlin and 
_ Brandenburg have issved a statement of principles for the guidance of pastors under 
_ their jurisdicticn. It recalls that the bishops of the Eastern Zone six months ago 
_ approached the Soviet Governor, Marshal Sokolovsky, with the request that he should 
support their view of the Church as justified, by reason of the commission laid upen 
_ it, in adopting a definite attitude towards public affairs only when its beliefs 
constrained it to do so, and not as a result of requests cenveyed to it from outside, 
_ and should see that the Church was not urged, either by Military Government or Vc es 
the civil authorities, to make itself in any way conspicuovs in the political fiel 


ps "These principles," decheres the statement, "govern ow Church to‘ay as 

_ they have always done, ahd we act in accordance with them in both Zast and West. 

What they entail for. our particular province at this particular time is that pastors 

should refrain from adherence to any association of a political, or even a pan- 

political, nature, since their co-operation is capable of being interpreted as 
efficially representing the Church," E.P.S. Geneva 


POLAND QOae German Pastor and 200 Parishes 


At a service of Silesian expellees in Hanover, Dean Schmauch, of Lower - 
“Sasi, now working in G6rlitz, gave an account cf the present situation of Silesians 
living east of the Neisse. 
7. The Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel, in its issue of February 22, 
reports him as saying that a further series of evictions affecting a total of 400, 000 
ermans was now beginning. The region with the highest proportion of German inhabi-- 
tants had so far been that of Waldenburg, where it had been possible to hold a Christ-- 
_ttas service attended by over 700 people. Otherwise, however, there were only very 
small and widely-scattered parishes with often no more than 15 or 20 members, which 
were finding much difficulty in carrying on the life of their Church, This was trvs 
particularly of the plains: in the towns things were somewhat better. Of the thousand 
‘Pastors who used to care for the diocese of Silesia, there now remained cone pastor soli- — 


= In spitte of this, however, 200 parishes.had been holding services Sunday 
_by Sunday, taken by laymen, or even by women or deaconesses. The Church in Silesia 

was existing without any help whatever from the State, solely through the sacrifices — 
"ade by the Renerreatacne E.P.S, Geneva 


New Tasks Facing Christian Letters 


 < The dissemination of the Scriptures and the encouragement of Christian — 
ie in China are making considcrable strides. 


. The demand for the Bible, complete or in part, showed an estimated increaso 
on 412,154 copies in 1946 to 2,932,682 in 1948. For 1949 the provisional figure 

‘8 2,160,000. Dr. Ralph Mortensen, the Secretary of the China Bible House in Shang- 

2 adds; in the December issue df the "National Christian Council News", the signi- 
pa infor mation that all the regional representatives of the Bible are scattered 
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i On December 2, 1949, the Bible Centre obtained-the authorities! permission. 
_ to import paper ‘rom abroad for the printing of the Bible in Chinese. 

a For the first time, also, a plazard has been hung-up outside drawing the 
attention of passers-by to the Great Book of the World. A ““ ergyman is represented. 
as holding out the Bible to a young mother with her two children and their old grand 
father, and the inscription in Chinese reads, "The. Book Everyone Wishes to Read," 


VJ 


| 3 The extension of Christian publishing received a stimulus from the first 

| meeting of the Council of Christian Publishers, held in Shanghai in the autumn of 
1949. ‘The questions of principle and practice discussed there will be obvious from 
_ the themes chosen for the talks that were given, which led to-a number of. important 

' decisions ~ Types of Christian. Literature for the New China; The Training of Christ— 
dan Writers; The Christian Church and the Literacy Movement. The meeting closed 
with the appeal that "a union bookstore should be developed in every key city in 
Ghina." Christian book production as a whole needed to be re-examined in the Light 
of present-day requirements, and Christian letters in China must be established on 

4 basis essentially wider than heretofore, if they were to do justice to the needs - 
of all strata of society - not least those of the weducated or semiceducated, "Will, 
the Christian forces have ther vision enlarged to meet the present opportunities? 


We invite the co-operatioy of readers." E.P.S. Geneva 
 *ULS.S.R. Statistics on Russian Church 


‘ The Russian Orthodux Church in the U.S.S,.K. at present comprises 20,000 
' Peligious communities administered by 70 bishuprics, The number of bishops is over 
75 and there are more than 90 monasteries scattered throughout Russia. 
. 4 These facts were gives by Metropolitan Nikolai, President of the office of 
foreign relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, in the course of a lecture at Bratis- 
lava (Slovakia), which he visited after a week's stay in Prague (see EPS No.7). 

¥ E.P.S. Geneva 


SER New Missionary Tasks 


‘ A meeting was held in Bethel recentiy of the German Evangelical Missionary 
Gouncil, under the chairmanship of Prof :ssor Freytag, and atteded by representatives 

bf all the Geman missionary organisations, After delegates had listened to a declara- 
dion on the position of the German missions in Africa as regards the racial segregation 
it was decided to open study—centres in Barmen, Berlin, Hermannsburg, Neuendettelsau 
and Tiibingen. They will develop a completely new policy ss German and world missions, 
and carry out their work in close cooperation with Universities and Church Colleges. 


\ 


The Bethel Missionary Confrence also decided to arrange for war damage com 
“Pensation between the Missionary Societies in Berlin and those in Western Germany. 

| the iissionary Societies in Western Germany will assume responsability for the Mission 
in Berlin, which is dependent for its income on Eastern marks, An emergency fund is. 
iO be created for this purpose. E.P.S. Geneva 
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Statement by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 


General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
on the Vatican Ruling Concerning the Ecumenical Movene nt 


hs a : : 
: sf I have been asked to comment on the "instructions concerning doctrinal 
conversations between Catholics and Protestants" which have been issued by the Con- 
g gre gation of the Holy Office of the Vatican. My comment can only be of a personal 
d Unofficial character since the Central or Executive Committees of the World Coun- 
1 have not yet considered this document. I can summarise my remarks in the follow- 
g points: 


The very fact that such a document is issued at all is a clear indication 
—t me the Ecumenical Movement has begim to make its influence felt among the clergy 
'and laity of the Roman Catholic Church. We can only rejoice that such is the case, 


) As the document itself points out meetings between Roman Catholics and re- 
Presentatives of other confessions are regularly held in many places, These meetings 
are generally of an informal character and are intended to lead to better mutual under- 
tanding and the frank discussion of points of friction. 


3) According to the new instructions all such meetings will henceforth have to 
directed and supervised by the hierarchy. Thus they will losa that infamal and 

SPC ontaneous character, on which much of their value depended. There will be less 

rc on for the pioneers. 


) _ Moreover these ecumenical contacts will be supervised from the viewpoint 
ag mpressed in the document, namely, that the only purpose of ecumenical contacts can be 

yhe return of all Christians to the Church of Rome. At this point the document remains 
b elow the level reached by certain members of the Roman Catholic hierarchy who have 
leclared that union cannot take place in the form of a victory of one body over another 
: s happens in the secular realm, The Churches in the World Council have a different 


5) e. Unless I am mistaken this document is the first in which the Holy See permits 
exp citly , though with certain restrictions, that Roman Catholics and Christians 
C af other Ranteeeions pray together. This is a step forward, 


It is also important that interconfessional meetings on social questions are 
ved. This should facilitate effective common action wherever Roman Catholics and 
istians Arg read Y bo pak 8, a fonmon stand for social justica. 


Christians outside the Roman communion shovld continue to pray that the 
1 Catholic Church may be led to a wider and deeper conception of Christian Unity. 
E.P.S. Geneva 
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Christianity in Japan 


a In an article by Mrs. Mitsuko Sato, of Tokyo, (who was a delegate of the 
Presbyterian Church of Japan to the World Conference of Christian Youth at Amster- 
dan 1939) published in "Christianity and Crisis" (New York, February 20, 1950), the 
abhor stressed that the following remarks should not be taken as destructive critic- 
sms but as problems "to be met and solved if Christian aims are to be achieved." 


The first remark is the "American" nature of Christianity in Japan. It 
lows “an all too overwhelming reliance... upon American aid, not only materially 
also spiritually and morally as well... Christianity in Japan is being nurtured 
veloped almost solely with outside aid and influence, and there is very little 
ative manifested on the part of native Christians." 


The second is "the conservative and bourgeois nature of Japanese Christian 
: Japanese Churches have definitely created the impression that they stand 
Rertain established social principles... The creation of a more just society is 
g lost sight of, This is not a right or left problem in the theoretical and polit—— 
sense. It concerns the practical application of Christian principles in meet- “lt 
social problems... Bie 


+ "The third is the a priori argument that Christianity is the sine qua non — 

lemocracy and peace in Japan, Th> danger of such an argument is the dif ficulty 

f proving such a statement historically (European) and also it must bear the respon— 

ibility of explaining the reverse of the statement, namely, that in the event that 
is not Christianised, there. will be no democracy in Japan... 

oe) 


"The fourth is the gradual transplarting into Japan of the conflict iit 
: noliciem and Protestantism... 


‘ae "And lastly, the cause of Christianity will not be aided in any way, in fact — 
the reverse may result, if, in the process.of Christian evangelisation, it should result 
1a tagonising the established religions and cults. These are deep rooted in tradi- 
nd cannot be erased by simple methods." a 
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; In the lignt of points made above, Mrs Mitsuke Sato states that the state- 
ment that Japan is wide open to Christianity is true "if it means that the opportunity 
is there if it is tackled in the proper manner, It does not mean that the people 

are more eager and willing or ready to accept Christianity any more than heretofore", 


Summarising her remarks, Mrs Sato writes: 


“There is a vital need for some hard thinking about social problems by the 

h, We need a more vigorous social Christianity... For the sake of the ecumenic- 
movement and to provide helpful guides in their thinking, Christians in Japan 

ould be provided with the world's best literature. This should be translated 
sdiately into understandable Japanese. Efforts must be directed toward elevat- 

g the standards of theological seminaries for the training of high calibre pastors 

and Christian workers, for the Christianising of Japan rests upon the shoulders of 
native Christians...! 


. "Finally, a plea to America." We are praying that "America will prove her 
reatness in spiritual and ethical realms as well" as she has revealed her ieraper— 
ty in material and scientific development"... E.P.S. Geneva 


FAT BRITAIN The Hydrogen Bomb - Appeal 
by_ the Anglican Archbishops 


ss The Archbishop of Canterbury has made a statement on the grave situation 
sreated by the discovery of the hydrogen bomb. 

s ' “As things are now", Dr Fisher writes, "it would be almost impossible for a 
responsible statesman to forbid the scientists of his nation to pursue the production 
his bomb, thus putting his own people at a disadvantage as compared with others 
may know how to make this hideous engine of destruction. But the fact that this 
| $0 reveals how evil and insane things are, and how essential it is that they shoutd 

— 

"The nations ought to agree not to use atomic energy as a weapon. But again 
‘things are, they will not trust one another's word. So long as that is so, each 

On must be able to satisfy itself through an international system of inspection 

and control that all other nations are observing the condition not *o produce atomic 
Weapons. It is at this point of inspection and control that all negotiations among 
the United Nations have come to grief. 


"The hydrogen bomb would be utterly destructive of all life over so great 

n area that it may stand as the final example of the suicidal possibilities of man- 
L but no doubt still worse and wider-reaching examples can still be devised by 
ienuity of man, and will be, unless he repents. It is the requirement of sanity 
decency as well as of the religious sense that the nations should outlaw the 
iction and use of these powers as weapons. Hither the United Nations or the 
‘ity Council or the two or three world statesmen with whom the ultimate respon- 
bility lies, must take the new step required to sécure world agreement and with 

| world confidence that the agreement will be kept. This new attempt to secure 
greement must be made in the near future. 


mo 
ies > 


~ : 
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as our only security the hope that if any nation wished to begin the use of them it 
would be deterred by the knowledge that it could hardly avoid a devastation of it- 
self as ghastly as that which it sought to inflict." 


> An appeal for an immediate attempt to reach agreement with Russia on the 
hydrogen bomb has been made by the Archbishop of York, In the event of failure, he 
S a solemn covenant of the peace-loving and democratic peoples to use all re- 
sources against any nation using the bombs, and a declaration "that neither singly 
not collectively would they ever be the first to use the bomb." 
ce "While there is time, either agreement must be reached or, if this fails, 
means to deter a possible aggressor must be found", says Dr Garbett, "If nothing is 
attempted the human race drifts towards its certain doom. Agreement or destruction 
is the choice before us". . -P.S, Geneva 


SYRIA Oe islam ~ State Religion? 


Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic prelates have sent a joint memorandum to 
the Constituent Assembly in Damascus protesting ajainst a proposed clause in the new 
constitution making Islam the State religion of Syria. 


4 "Tf Islam is made the State religion", the memorandum declares, "non-Moslem 
citizens will be forced to emigrate, because their faith does not allow them to obey 
laws imposed by religion other than their own". 


. Syria's international position would be badly affected if the proposed clause 
is adopted. "Foreign influences", the memorandum says, "would find their way into the 
sountry. The reaction of Syrians living abroad would be strong against their father- 
land. What is more important, Syria would lose in economic benefits, because foreign 
oot tries would prefer to deal with states which have no religious restrictions". 


The proposal to make Islam the State religion was introduced in the Constit- 
uent Assembly under pressure from several Moslem religious groups, including the Mos- 
lem Brotherhood, an extremist body, and the League of Ulemas (religious leaders). 


a. Opposition to the proposal comes from Arab Christians, who number about 
400,000 of Syria's 3,400,000 population, Moslems themselves are reported divided on 
the issue, and most political parties are cool to the idea, mainly because they include 
influential Christian members, E.P.S. Geneva 


Ui! 
t 
4 Plans for the constituting convention of the proposed National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (See RPS No,38) were drawn up at a meeting held 
in New York attended by leading Protestant church representatives. 


e The Convention, which is expected to atract more than 5,000 delegates and 
dbservers, will be held from November 26 to December 3, 1950, in Cleveland, Ohio. 

At that time seven interdenominational agencies will merge to form the new 
lational Council. These are the Federal Council of Churches, the United Stewardship 
neil, the National Protestant Council on Higher Education, the International Coun— 
‘of Religious Education, the Home Missions Council of North America, the Missionary 


tion Movement of the United States and Canada, and the United Council of Church 


. 
> 


NITED STATES Towards a National Council of Churches 
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The Conference of Foreign Missions. Conference: 
“ony LT ACT Atte ares tenia ~ 


: The Foreign Missions Conference of North America Tatoh vokod agaiash ther 
“merger in January 1943, is scheduled to meet on April 26-27 at Philadelphia to recon- 
| sider its action. A resolution unanimously adopted at the Conference's recent annual 
ssions in Buck Hill Falis, Pa., asked the Council not to close the door against its 
coming associated with the Couneil. 


A "Committee of Nine", appointed by the Foreign Missions Conference, has 
Graited a proposal to merge is Conference with the Council, The pronosal will be 
acted on at the Philadelphia Conference. 


deasons for Supporting the New Organisation: 


A document introduced at the meeting in New York sutlined four reasons for 
upport of the new organisation.. It said the National Council would assuve: 


| 1) A more closely integrated "interdenominational structure" for service 
@ the Churches; 2) Increased efficiency of operation" 3) A practical and convinc- 
ing demonstration of the Churches! desire for united action in the face of present 


L agencies. E.P,S,. Geneva 


Ser N AMER CA Future of Protestant Youth Work 
Bs Recently returned to the United States after a month's trip to seven Caribbean 
nd Latin American countries, the Rev. William Keys, American secretary of the World 
ee il's Youth Department, declared that a poll of nine national interdenominaticnal 
uth movements had revealed that "Latin American youth leaders were predominantly 
terested in the ecumenical movement", Hence the role of these movements ‘in develop—- 
ecumenical work is to be the theme for the Rio de Janeiro meeting of the Union cf 
latin American Protestant Youth now projected for 1951. 


Noting great interest in the work-camp programme of the World Council, Mr, 
keys announces that volunteer summer work-camps have already been set up in Puerto 
ico, Mexico, Guatemala and Cuba, and that work-camps in other countries were being 
Be ristod. Campers would be drawn not only from Latin American countries, he said, 
. from Europe and the United States as well. 


q The Latin American youth movements face "formidable obstacles"; Mr, Keys 
‘| eclared, both among themselves and in the societies in which they work. Loose organi- 
pevion, lack of adequate staff and budgets, and isolation from other youth movements 
hindered evangelism, since "there is little chance for exchange of techniques, ideas 

id experience", These groups have the same difficulty as Protestant groups elsewhore 
in m istering simultaneously to the needs of sophisticated urban youth as well as 
youth. 


"These youth movements also encounter obstacles in the Latin Amer’.can environ- 
ent ~ ~ wide-spread illiteracy and malnutrition, grinding poverty, militarism, super- 
ition and clericalism', Mr. Keys continued. ‘In some areas religious tensions are 

she increase and open persecution of Protestants without their having adequate re- 
se to law is more and more common. In recent weeks armed mobs have broken up 

h meetings, beating and robbirg men, women and children; they have burned the 

of Protestants and destroyed all their possessions... 


aire 
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orld conditions; 4) Recognition of the inter-relatedness of present interdenomination- 


ee 
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"In Latin America, cooperative church youth work is young, as it is practic- 

y everywhere in the Protestant world. The measure of its contribution to the future 
velopment of the ecumenical movement cannot yet be made. One can surely find basis 

r hope in that contribution, however, when one realises that the Protestant movement 
genuinely implanted and that the young people in the leadership of that movement 

2 dedicated to strengthening their ties with each other and with the movements in 

nds beyond." - E.P.S,Geneva 


An Encyclical to the Or Orthodox 


On February 26, His All Holiness Athenagoras, Archbishop of Constantinople 
nd Ecumenical Patriarch, issued an Encyclical letter to all members of the Orthodox 
Chu ch, We quote .the content: of this letter, published in slightly abbreviated form 
in "The Church Times" of March 3, 1950: 
5 "Great and exceptional in importance is: today's Feast which we Orthodox 
yhristians are celebrating today in all parts of the world, This Feast, which commemo- 
the restoration of the Holy Ikons and was originally instituted to protect the 
hful from the danger of the heresy of the Iconoclasts, has, in the course of cen- 
es, become a favourite and universal celelvation of our Bastern Orthodox Catholic 
Apostolic Church of Christ, and more especially a Feast of our Holy Great Church 
Christ, the Ecumenical Patriarchate.. which, ever since it was instituted, through- 
the stages of history, has stood firm as a pillar of light, a shining stronghold 
rthodoxy and a God-created lofty rock against which all those who have attempted 
i0 falsify the faith handed down by the Aposties have been brought to nought, 


"Verily, the history of this reverend Throne is so closely interwoven with the 
istory of genuine Orthodox Christianity, of the Holy Ecumenical Councils and of the 

tant and hard struggles for the preservation of the faith, as, handed down bx the 
ginal witnesses and ministers of the word of God, that through” is completed and 
Closely bound togethe the whole history of the Orthodox Church as by a well-knit and 
Inbreakable chain. 


_ “It is for this reason that the originally humble and numerically small Church 
Of the Holy Apostle Andrew the First-called, became greatly magnified and was raised to 
| Ecumenical Seat and Centre. looked up to by the whole A oineissesiced circle of the 
ch ~ a centre within which are grouped and maintained all those Orthodox Churches 

~administered and autocephalous in accordance with the canonical ecclesiastical 

ensation, which exist in the various localities and countries and which, linked 

in it, formed one single indivisible body, Speaking generally, it is only through 

Mother Church, that is, through Communion and contact with it, that the different 

odox Churches are, as it were, united with the body of the One, Holy, Catholic 

d Repeat olic Orthodox Church, whose Head is none other than the Chief and Perfector 
“Sa Faith,our Lord Jesus Christ, 


The Mother Church, whose whole existence has been a ceaseless struggle for the 


f God, and for the salvation of every Orthodox Congregation, is fully justified in 
aiming on her own behalf the dutiful devotion of her children and in demanding the 


Bling and exact fulfilment of their duties towards her." 
¥ E.P.S. Geneva 


reservation of the ancestral fash and virtue, for the stability of the Holy Churches ~ 
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| “GUBCHOSLOVAKTA Synod of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren 
— ret 
i, The 10th Syned of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren took place from 


'Ferruary 13 to 15,in Prague. This assembly of the largest Presbyterian Church in 
Gzechoslovakia takes place every third year. The present one was the first held 
“under the new church and state legislation and had as one of its tasks the election 

9f a new moderator of the Church (synodical senior), The list of candidates for 
his office had to be submitted beforehand to the State Office for Church Affairs 
for its approval. The Church has nominated only one candidate, and this nomination 
was accepted by the State authorities. The new Moderator is Pastor Victor Hajek, 
formerly of Brno, ‘and -a-} senior of the Brno district of the Church, 


¥ The Synod passed a message about the mission of the Church in the present 
porid, The document was drafted by Dr. J.L. Hromadka, Dr. J.B, Soucek, and Dr..F.M. 
Jobias, professors of the dan Hus Feculty, and wes accepted by the members of the 

nod without any change. We quote the following from the full document which appeared 
n "Kostnicke Jiskry" (March 1950): 


$6 SSS SS SSS ee ee 


a. "tly His Name we would help all men, even now, without distinction of origin 
or calling or political ideas, towards faith and justice, truth and mercy, and we i 
Would succour all those in sorrow and in need, both such as are suffering for their > 
Manifest offences and such as are by human standards guiltiess. In His Name, we too 
would help forward the work for a juster order in this world, In Jesus Christ we 
see the basis for hope, the surety for justice, the giver of love and mercy, and we 
ee too the Judge of all unrighteousness and all violence... 


"Let us look with the eyes of faith upon what is going on in the world of 
today, and especially upon the profound changes in the whole fabric of our national 
life e, Let us first and foremost be ever mindful that now the centuries-old, the 
thousand~year-old injustice and dishonesty of the old order is being condemned and 
molished -an:order under which many cultural and ethical and indeed nominally 
istian values were set up, and yet countless hosts of people, not only in the 

| s of European civilisation, but, still more, in the nations of other regions, e 
were left with no effective relief, in bodily and spiritual distress... 
"Tt is for us to learn to see, in faith in the God of hope, that in the world f 
of today not only is judgment being passed and demolition carried out; but a great effort 
is in progress + though too often vitiated by human corruption in various forms - t 
for the building-up of juster social institutions on the ruins of the old society... aes 
Even though this is being done on a basis differing from the ultimate truths of our in 
or should nevertheless, for the sake of that very faith, set its true value i 
| the positive side of this effort, and, in hope and love, help in our own way in ‘| 
building=up of this more equitable social order ~ first of all by means of the 
Rightiost instrument in the bands of the Church, intercessory prayer (Timothy 2, 1- | 
(11), but likewise by our own labour and the supporting of every good work, On these i} 
rounds, we pastors have taken the oath enjoined upon us by the new ecclesiastical a 
not only from outward obligation, but because we desired it for conscience's 

13 we are to be faithful to the @zechoslovak Renault and its constitution of populer — 
cracy, and to put forth our utmost efforts in support of the constructive effort ; 

t going on for the well-being of the people. " A 


‘Wo. 10 - March 10, 1950 ~7- TL 


"In faith in the God of peace, we would learn to recognise what forces are 
hreatening the cause of peace on earth, and conquer with the weapons of faith all 
Brat is directly or indirectly engaged in scattering the seeds of further war and 
increasing the danger 6f new destruction... But above all let us render all honour 
and praise to our Lord Jesus Christ, and pray Him to make us champions of true peace,” 


‘ E.P.S, Geneva 
“GREECE | Appeal by the Primate of Gruece to the 
y Patriarch of Serbia 
[ a "Ekklesia", the official organ of the Church of Greece, in its issue of 


Fe ebruary 1, 1950, pointe the following letter sent at Christmas by Archbishop Spiridion 
pr mate of Greece, to the Patriarch of Serbia: 


4 "Rejoiced though they are at having halted the forays of the peball bands, 

mth their alien leaders, which have so long thrown the Greek people into confusion 

nd | caused so much suffering to our country, Christians everywhere are observing in 

Sorrow this year also the anniversary of Christ's birth, because thousands of Greek 
pildren are being held abroad far away from their parents, 


g "Your Beatitude will not be unaware of how the Communists thrust into Greece, 
d the rebels swept off thousands of innocent children from their mothers! arms, in 
rder to pervert their unsullied spirits and transform them into cowardly matricides, 
this reason it is that all Greece, like Rachel, is weeping for these orphans bereft 
Brealination to what Church and country they belong. It is a grief that rends the 

ee irt of Greece and, in these days of general rejoicing, darkens all our gladness. 


"Most eminent brother, in the certainty that your brotherly heart shares in 
f grief and understands why we are so sorrowful, we turn to you with the plea that 
fo Grace will use your and your hierarchy's influence to ensure that these uprooted 
hildren are restored to their unhappy mothers and to their sorely-tried country, for 
hough your Government may be favourably disposed towards Greece, it is none the less 
he case that a great number of Greek children are detained in Yugoslavia. 


"No need to affirm.ts your Beatitude that your help and the success of any 
beps you make take in response to this appeal from the whole of Greecé-will gain for 
bu the gratitude of the country and will give rise to nation-wide joy. 


"We wish your Beatitude the divine gladness of Christmas, and all our prayers 
ham future well-being go out to your Beatitude and your faithful flock," 


| E.P.S. Geneva 
Be ccaso ? ) The Catholic Press and Dr. Visser 't Hooft 


/ The French-Swiss Catholic daily "Courrier de Genéve", which earlier published 
he instructions of the Vatican regarding the ecumenical movement, in its issue of 
arch 7 reprints the statement made by Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the 
orld Council of Churches, on the Vatican docummt (see EPS No. 9). It appends some 
mments concluding as follows: 


"It is quite clear that the two ways, Catholic and Protestant, of conceiving 

umenism are impossible to reduce to a common term, Not very long ago they came intoim— — 

assioned collision. It is noteworthy that both the Roman document, which definitely : 
; a: ~ : ¥ 
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bears the stamp of the circles where it originated, and the reflections of the General 
etary of the World Council, while firmly maintaining the two separate points of 

#, do show that a real effort has been made not to hurt the feelings of the other 
ty in’'the discussion, although his convictions are not theirs. That is all to 

e good. We may add that Dr. Visser 't “ooft's fears under heads 3) and 4) do not 


ippear to us to be wholly founded on fact." E.P.S, Geneva 


Old Prussian Union to Remain 


_ The provisional governing body of the Evangelical Church of the Old Prussian 
‘Union at its meeting in Berlin on February 27 reached an important decision regarding 


¥ 


the future of the Union, 


. This amalgamation of Lutherans and Reformed was effected in 1817 over the area 
0f the Prussia of those days. Its continued existence seemed to be rendered somewhat 
joubtful. by the fact that there is no longer any "Prussia! as such, that the Iron 
rtain cuts clean across it, and that its easternmost part is under Polish rule. In 
dition, confessional points of view were involved. It is therefore all the more 
nificant that the provisional governing body of this Church should have dram up 
mergency ordinance. for the formation of an Extraordinary General Synod, to meet 

y the end of this year at latest, and the outline of a constitution to be submitted 
to this Syndd, 


The outline has as its basic premise the autonomy of the various Provincial 

Churches. In the Old Prussion Union, full intercommunion and interchange of preachers 

2intained in spite of this autonomy. General Synods will therefore, unlike the 

synods of tle Evangelical Church in Germany, begin with a service of Holy Communion. 

_ Member Churches undertake to bear jointly the expenses of maintenance, and to organise 
gular service of visits between themselves and an exchange of pastors and prospect- 

ive pastors. 


_ The representative bodies of the Evangelical Church of the Old Prussian Union 
are the Synod and a Council made up of delegates from the member Churches and the 
‘resident of the Synod. A Church Chancellery carries on the day-to-day business in 
ecordance with the instructions of the Council. Those with seats on the Synod will 
include twelve members from the former Old Prussian Churches of the East, which have 
Ow no synodal representation, E.P.S. Geneva 
J 

OUTH AFRICA Religicus Respect 
iL 
‘Recently an American tourist attempted to send a business cable containing the 
ords, "For God's sake, turn down that offer". A post office official suggested the 
mpression be changed to "For mercy's sake", or "Fer heaven's sake.,!! 

The American said he would comply, but that he preferred not to unless there 
@S a rule prohibiting the word. The official replied that South Africa is a "Christ- 
dan country" and that the word "God" was restricted in cables and telegrams. The 
restriction was not censorship and in the case of death a person might cable the words 
“0d be with you". However, the use of the word in anything but a Christian sense 

fas blasphemous and therefore prohibited, the official said, E.P.S. Geneva . 
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Archbishop of Canterbury's “omment on Vatican Statement 


Commenting on the recent Vatican statement regarding the relations between 


man Catholics and the Ecumenical Movement, the Archbishop of Canterbury said in a 
‘speech in London: 


"It is important and, I think, in itself encouraging, that the Vatican should 
it timely and appropriate to give general directions to Roman Catholics, so many 
f whom are showing great interest in one aspect or another of ecumenical discussions," 
: iiwaymiy welcomed" one section of the document "which appears to regard with favour 
mixed gatherings where Roman Vatholics and other Christians meet, not to discuss matters 
eeetth and morals, but to take counsel together concerning joint action in the de- 
nce of the fundamental principles of Christianity and the natural law; and when they 
Set to deal with the rebuilding of the social order and similar questions. There 
s here to be a relaxing of previous instructions... The Vatican statement, by 
ng that it is not forbidden to cpen or close such gatherings with the common reci- 
ation of the Lord's Prayer or some other Collect, certainly removes what has been to 
3 a very considerable stumbling block", 


tr. 


. 
tes 
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"The main part of the Vatican docuwrent refers to the conditions under which 
Catholics may take part in discussions with other Christians on faith or morals", 
i@ Archbishop pointed out, adding:... "clearly the Vatican desires to keep a very 

Pict control on all such gatherings and discussions and to insist that the stress 
ust be, as the document indicates, always on points of disagreement :«";1er than on 
ih of agreement. I think one must say, therefore, that the Vatican... has thereby 
iscouraged rather than encouraged those who have been taking part in friendly and 
informal discussions which were all more the frank and useful for being unofficial..." 
7 
q "I note that in the document when the word ‘reunion! is used it is always put 
in inverted commas. I am glad of that. Indeed, for my part, I would suggest that, as 
Sgards any discussions with Rome, the word 'reuriion' should not be used at all; for 
this document makes clear to the Romar. Catholic reunion means nothing but submission.: 
to the jurisdiction of the Pope... It is perfectly right that the Roman Catholic 
thurch should take care that its representatives in any discussions should faithfully 
tate Roman Catholic doctrine; but equally in any discussions of this sort theologians 
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She the Church of England would make clear from the start the doctrines of the Church 
of England and the grounds on which we regard certain doctrines of the Church of Rome 
as false to a true interpretation of Scripture, theology and history. Nothing could 

be better than that in charity and quietness theologians of the different Churches 
_ should discuss their respective discrepancies and give their respective accounts of 
God's truth as they see it. But this is far removed from any discussion or contempla- 
_ tion of reunion. " | E.P.S. Geneva 
> . 


Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church begins its Task 


The Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church, appointed by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Chichester, England, in July 
949, began its work with a week's session at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, nomin- 
ed Mrs Kathleen Bliss chairman for this session and decided that a book based on 

he survey conducted before the Amsterdam Assembly of August 1948,to illuminate the 
‘life and work of women in the Churches in the different countries, should be published 
1951, and that Mrs Kathleen Bliss should edit this book. It was also agreed that 
Bhs Central Committee, meeting at Toronto in July, should be asked to appoint Mrs 
Bliss a member of the Commission with a view to her becoming its chairman. 


i, : Miss Sarah Chakko, President of the Isabella Thoburn College for women at 
‘Lucknow, on leave of absence from duties in India, accepted Secretaryship of the Com- 
Mission till June 1951. Miss Chakko, who with other members of the Commission is 
Visiting representatives of women's organisations in Germany, hopes also to visit 
“subsequently other countries. 


ay The Commission will conduct a study on "Man—Woman Relationships" with the 
invited co-operation of theologians and scientists, and will report progress on this 
work to the next Assembly of the World Council in U.S.A, in 1953, E.P.S, Geneva 


Purposes of the Commission's Studies 


A letter expounding the work of the commission as a continuing part of the 
“World Council's activity was issued at the close of the session. 


“Our purposes are briefly these: — 


We hope within a year to publish the results of the survey of women's work 
n the form of a book. No such book, drawing together world wide examples of the 
ss of women and setting out the thought of many Churches and groups on the life of 
women in the Church, has ever been written, It is our hope that even those Churches 
_ Which have given most consideration to this subject will find fresh insights and wider 
horizons, 


"We have within the membership of this Commission a meeting place of East and 
lest, of ancient Churches and of comparatively young ones. It is our desire to serve 
1. We know that while among some nations women have progressively entered into a 
dife of freedom and opportunity, in other nations they are only just beginning to rise 
from a position pf dependence and even subjection, 


: "At this moment, much of what is often called "Western civilisation" is 
| SWeeping over the lands of the East and Africa, breaking down old communities and 


i 


Sa | 
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— and new temptations, But we rejoice that to countless women Christianity 
s come as a liberating power, lifting them up to a new freedom in Christ in which 
bhey become truly persons, The existence of our Commission will, we hope, help Christ- 
4 women throughout the world to have a new sense that none of thea are alone in the 

: difficulties and danger of these times. It is our intention so far as we are able to 

_ express this solidarity by interpreting the opinions and achievements of different 

oups to each other, and to this «nd we hope that our Secretary in visiting, where 
conditions permit , will show our, concern that the burdens of each should be borne 

at all. 


"Our Commission is composed of men and women. We are convinced that as God 
created us in the beginning, man and woman in His image, he intended that men and 
women should help each other to perform their tasks in the Church and in the world, 
We know that the Church has often failed to exemplify to the world this joint mission 
of men and women, We intend therefore to promote a new concern to discover, taught 
by God's word and inspired by His spirit,what it means that men and women are one in 
Christ. 


Me have therefore set in motion a study which will take account of the best 
that we can learn from science about the nature of man and of woman, will look at the 
| practical tasks which have to be performed and try to discover what the Bible has to 
_ teach us in our day, We trust that it will be found helpful to the Churches, though 
} eat will be understood that quick and easy answers would inevitably be wrong ones, and 
"time will have to be taken," E.P.S. Geneva 


GRE CE Students Join in "Universal 
Day of Prayer for Students" 


On February 19, 1950, for the first time, Greek students took part in the 
Day of Prayer, observed by Bt pdenes all over the world. Hundreds of them were present 
in the morning at a special Liturgy, celebrated by the Archbishop himself in the 

} Cathedral of Athens. At the door each student was presented with a pamphlet on the 


student vocation, published for the occasion by the Home Mission of the Church, 


’ Afterwards they went to tie tomb of the Unknown Soldier, where wreaths were 
laid in remembrance of students fallen in the war, and there passed a resolution send- 
ing greetings to their fellow-students abroad, proclaiming that the collapse of con- 
temporary civilisation is due to the lack of spiritual basis and denial of spiritual 
ve lues; "ealling on all students to unite with them in their prayers and efforts for 
the return of the abducted Greek children. E.P.S. Geneva 
-+UzLS.S.R. Metrop:]iten Nikolai on Religious Tolerance 


ler 
s 
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The Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsk and Kolomna dunt nie his 
2 pet visit in Czechoslovakia (see EPS No..6) gave an interview to a correspondert of 
alvinske Hlasy" — the paper of the Reformed Church of Slovakia. 


When questionec about the relationship cf the Russian Orthodox Church to the 
Ectist Church in the U.S.S.R., he answered: “Our mutual relations are very good. We 
live in brotherly concord, hecause we are serving in the name of the same Jesus Christ 
Soviet people,thon we love with the same love. Thanks to the Soviet Government, 

@ have full freedom of religious life and, not as in the past, are endeavouring to 
urpass each other in mutual respect and love. Religious intolerance is already un- 
wn among the Christians in the Soviet Union, On the contrary, we are seeking to 

d the most effective ways to help each other." E.P.S. Geneva 
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HUNGARY Message of the Lutheran Church of Hungary 


A Message hasbeen sent by the leaders of the Lutheran Church of Hungary to 
their Lutheran brethren in the West, of whichwe quote the main passages. The Message 
is signed by the General Inspektor, Dr. Ivan Retk, the four Bishops Zoltan Turoczy, 
_doszef Szabo, Dr. Lajos Veté and Lajos Kemény, the General Secretary, Pastor Gyula 
_ Groo and Laszlo Descery, editor of the Church Press, 


"The Hungarian Lutheran pharen has...» the responsibility before God of seeing 
_ that His Church lives on in Hungary in these days as a fellowship in the spirit of 
‘the New Testament, and does the work laid upon it by the Apostolic Commission under 
‘circumstances surely no more unfavourable than those under which the Apostles did 
theirs within the Roman Empire. We cannot, therefore, take it upon ourselves to start 
: anything in the nature of ‘church resistance? , for we have to recognise in the light 
of the Word that certain aspects of Church life as we know it are not part of the 
New Testament conception of the Church,.. 
i "Never has the Word of God spoken in the Hungarian Lutheran Church with such 
_ fulness as it does now, and never has it been heard by so manyee 


vi “Perhaps since the Reformation itself there has never been a time in the 

Mite of our Church when it has found itself so faced by reality of sin, or has so re- 

pectic over signs of grace. Under these circumstances, we would ask our Lutheran 
brethren els ewhere to iook on us with more understanding, patience, love and trust, 
ather than, in their inadquate knowledge of our history and the conditions in nS 


i fe are now living, to regard us with prejudice and judge us unfairly... 


NL "We have always been grateful for the brotherly help which our Lutheran 
_ brethren in the West have given us, both in spiritual and material form... And we shall 
"continue to be grateful for any help forthcoming in the future... But we should not 
_ wish there to be the least impression that this aid is anything but the manifestation 
of Christian charity and of the ecumenical conception by which all members of Christ's 
body take care of one another. Above all, we would discourage any impression that 
"this material’aid is subject to conditions, or makes our Church in any way dependent 
“on the donors. 
" . "We have deemed it necessary to write thus at length to you, in order to do 
our part honestly and frankly in dispelling misunderstandings and in strengthening 
"the brotherly fellowship which unites members of the Body of Christ all over the 
world, and of which the World Council of Churches seeks to be the outward and visible 
Meenifestation. We are ourselves most anxious to do all we can for the furthering of 


this ecumenical effort," . E.P.S. Geneva 
_ UNITED STATES Congregationalists to Appeal 


a Anti-Merger Ruling 


The executive committee of the General Gea iiar of the Congregational Christ 
‘lan Churches decided on March 2y 1950, to appeal £he "Brooklyn Supreme Court ruling 
= merger with the Evangelical and Reformed Church or with any other Protestant 
- Broup. E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY Publications Encouraging ~ 


Ecumenical Consciousness 


Two new publications by the Director of the Ecumenical Centre in Frankfurt/ 
Pian, Pastor Wilhelm Menn, provide an introduction to the latest developments in 
" inter-Church understanding. 


The. subject is led up to\in "Ecumenical Catechism," written, at the request 
of the "Working Association of Christian Churches in Germary," as a brief description 
of the manner in which the Oikoumene came into being and grew towards maturity. £ 

| general. introduction to the history and aims of the ecumenical movement is provided 
a the form of sixty questions and answers, 


ES anne 


In his "The Ecumenical Movement from 1932 to 1948," a detailed account of 
the outstanding developments within the World Council of havens during its forma- 

| tive years, Pastor Menn describes this decisive phase, which culminated in the Con- 
i stituent Assembly of the World Council held in Amsterdam in 1948, and draws attention 
to the main principles on which it was founded. 


z 


The present period in the course of ecumenical discussions thus opens in 
the spirit of the Una Sancta, Pastor Menn writes in regard to Germany: "If we find 
“here and there in the German Churches that they are still saying their Yes to the 
 Qikoumene with a certain reserve, there is nevertheless on the other side a real 
rejoicing in ecumenical fellowship and much willingness to serve it. And now they 
_ will have to prove themselves, and this they must do both at the point where such 
| putting to the proof must start in the nature of things, and, scarcely less important, 
in the hardest test of all, that is, the institution of a brotherly understanding among 


the Churches of our country belonging to the World Council." E.P.S.Geneva 
a 


_ GERMANY Protest by the Churches against the Con- 


is, tinued Detention of Prisoners of War 


The Assembly of the Church of Land Wiirttemberg has passed the following reso- 
‘lution regarding the prisoner of war problem: 


fe "It is with profound joy and gratitude to God that the Assembly of the Church 
Rot Land “lirttemberg welcomes those who have returned to their homes during the past 

a "months. But it cannot pass over unheeding the terrible and ever more obvious fact 

t at there is still no hope, or anything approaching it, that all the prisoners are to 

_ come home. The mere fact that, five years after the end of hostilities, there is ; 
“still no definite information as to what conditions are in the prisone of war and 

| punishment camps of the East, is - in all recognition of our people's guilt - absolutely 
inhuman to the vast numbers of wives and children and parents who are living in tortur- 

ing uncertainty, and, above all, to the prisoners themselves, who are for the most part 

personally blameless, The fact that there are many women and girls, and even children, 

_ gong the people imprisoned and uprocted there serves to demonstrate the full brutality 

of these measures. When, in addition, soldiers guilty only of having belonged, through 

no fault of their own, to some particular unit, or of having taken part, under orders, 

dn that combating of partisans which is inevitable in every army, are given sentences 

| up to 25 years, a world which talks so much of right and justice cannot tolerate this 

in silence, 

d "We ask those in political authority to do everything in their power to put 

an end to this system of slavery, 
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. “We ask Christians all over the world to appeal to their Governments to take 
definite steps against this iniquity. And we ask all those who are able to pray to 
“maintain an wnwearying intercession on behalf of our brothers and sisters."E.P.S.Geneva 


SPAIN Protestant Declaration to General Franco 
f 
’ On February 15, 1950, the Protestants of Spain addressed a petition to General 
_ Franco asking for certain measures of legal protection. 


} They point out that repeated attempts "to get into personal touch with the 
heads of the Ministries concerned," in order to reach a satisfactory solution of their 

' problens, have proved vain, and that, nevertheless "neither our conscience as Evangelic— 
als nor our responsibility as Spanish citizens allow us to leave off insisting on the 


a, 


need to establish normal relations with the authorities of the country , 


. "We would add," continues the declaration, "that the figure of 2,000 quoted 
in unofficial documents as represeriting the number of our adherents is far below the 
_ real one. 


oy ""No misinterpretation can keep us from being grateful... for the material 
help and moral support given us by our brethren in the Faith in other countries. Our 
movement is Catholic too - it has the characteristics of universality ~ and, because 

it is Christian, a sense of solidarity with their weaker brethren animates the stronger 
members of the Body of Christ. In this perspective, it should be understocd that the 
help of our brethren in part compensates us for our penury in our own country, where 

we not only receive no assistance towards our spiritual, moral and even material work, 
but are compelled to contribute to the upkeep of a Church to which we do not belong... 


ia "We acknowledge in all sincerity that, thanks to the proclamation of the 

) 'Fuere de los Espenoles'i?(see EPS No. 36, 1945) "cf 1945, a number of ministerial 
/Measures have been undertaken favouring the reopening, and even, in certain infrequent 
"cases, the opening of centres for Evangelical worship... None the less, experience... 
has shown us that the Fuero is not enough to protest the rights and duties inherent in 
| Our consciousness of ourselves as Christians: The inconsistent interpretation of this 
fundamental. law has been for ever causing conflicts and incidents leading to 'an atmos— 
“phere of mutual discontent and distrust.! 4.5 


! "We regard it as deplorable that we should have today to draw attention to 
a tendency to restrict,and even to suppress, certain facilities accorded on the basis 
: of the Fuerc 2.90 


2) "We take the liberty of presenting to your Excellency, on the basis of article 
6 of the Fucro, certain requests, dictated not only by our religious beliefs but by 

“Our desire to fulfil our duties as citizens within the fremework of the country's estab— 
lished laws: For Christians, it is, indeed, more than painful, it is intolerable to 
have to obey the dictates cf our conscience in an atmosphere of clandestinity, in fact 

| 0f overt opposition to the State authorities... 


"The following are the measures regarding which we are especially concerned: 


1) Bxact provisions relating to the reopening and opening of centres for : 
Evancelical worship, svch as can leave no room for misunderstanding on the part of local — 
authorities; 

a 2) The guarantee that we may hold our services without let or hindrance, 


“<s 
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3) The authorisation to hold our services in private houses wherever there 
ay be no more suitable place, 

: 4) The authorisation to print Bibles, hymn—books and other devotional and 
theological literature, produced with that due respect for other denominations which 
prevails in these days among Christian confessions, and reserved exclusively for use 
n our Churches. 

'5) The reopening and opening of schools for the children of Evangelical 
imilies,, 

; 6) Respect for the conscience of pupils attending educational institutions, 
public or private. 

G 7)The guarantee that members of our churches may secure permission to cele- 
brate their civil marriage. 

{ 8) The right for Spanish Evangelicalsto claim public social assistance, with- 
mt the imposition of conditions which for reasons of cons::)snce they may find diffi- 
sult or impossible to accept. 

q 9) The exemption from Catholic religious practices of Evangelicals subject 
to military or penal jurisdiction, and the right to receive the ministrations of their 
pastors. 

7 10) The certainty that Evangelicals will be able to hold funeral services in 

ivil cemeteries; or, should there be none such, the absolute guarantee that places of 

urial will be in conformity with conditions excluding all danger of profanation",., 

4 E.P.S. Geneva 


NITED STATES . Christian Approach to the Jews 


T 


a 
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At its meeting held in New York on February 16, 1950, the Ameri can Committee 

mn the Christian Approach to the Jews, of the International Missionary Council, approved 
Manimously a statement on the ‘aim and baris of the Christian Approach to the Jews", 
rom which we quote : 

t We believe that Jew as non-Jew should be included in all programmes and 

fforts of evangelism by the Church... 


. "The recent Bangkok Conference (December 1949) convened by the World Council 

f Churches and the International Missionary Council has declared: ‘The Gospel of the 
Pucified and Risen Lord is God's message for all times, and for all conditions of 
m.e.- The evanselist should always have regard for the contemporary needs and problems 
1 any human situation which make aspects of the message specially relevant.' If we 
cept this mandate, tha: we must include all Jews in cur ministry of evangelism and 
issionary effort,.. 


"We aim to promcte by all possible and ethically fair means, goodwill, under— 
banding, and cooperation between Christians and Jews... As to method of approach we 
tin to include the Jew as akl others in the normal service and ministry of the local 
arish or Church, ratner than,,. to make it necessary to single him out for special 
nistry e 
q "We accept the recommendation of the Amsterdam Assembly addressed to all Churches 
filiated to the World Covneil of Churches as part of our aim and basis, namely: 'To 
mbat anti-Semitism, no matter what its origin, as absolutely irreconcilable with the 
ofession and practice of the Christian faith’, 


4 "Final‘y, we believe that the Church individually and corporately must assume 
sponsibility for this task... After all, the Church must provide the spiritual home 
P the convert from Judaism and shouid welcome the Hebrew Christian into full member- 


ip and the Communion of saints," E.P.S. Geneva 
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Repatriation of Greek Children 

es oh rae RT cee her a tien vy. 

a On behalf of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, the 
shop of Chichester, the Rt. Rev. G.K.A. Beil, Chairman of the Executive Committee, 
as written to Mgr. Spyridion, Archbishop of Athens and all Greece, expressing indig- 
n ae and distress at the continued detention of thousands of Greek children in 

ja, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Poland,Ry mania and Yugoslavia, in spite of 
iisentations made by the U.N. and the International Red Cross for their repatria- 


The full text of the letter follows: 
‘World Council of Churches, Geneva. ae 


"Your Beatitude, 

g "We, the members of the Execvtive Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
we met in Geneva and we desire to express to Your Beatitude our indignation and 
ress at the abduction of children from your country - in thousands of cases by 
@, against the will of parents or the children themselves. We are deeply con- 
red that these children are being retained in Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, ih 
land, Roumania and Yugoslavia. Your Beatitude will be aware that the Central PH 
Ettes of the World Council of Churches made a strong protest against this crime eas 
t its meeting last year» i 


"Since then we have not been ummindful of such terrible suffering. ‘In many 
untries the Churches have called for the prayers of the faithful; public attention 
S been drawn to the question; and representations have been made to Governments. 
ala that the unanimous action of the United Nations. which our International 
fairs Commission suppcerted, has found the countries guilty of these crimes thus 
uncooperative. We are particularly grieved that even after the International Red oak) 
s had submitted to the countries concerned details of 8,000 of the children claim- — my 
a their parents, there was no response from the countries concerned. Yet these i ee 
2 but a small proportion of the total involved. : a 
Br E 


“No. 12 — March 24, 1950 Qe 81 


"Be assured that we shall continue to press that every possible measure be 
Besken to secure the return of these children so cruelly seized from their parents, 


“homes and country.’ E.P.S. Geneva 
4 World Council of Ghurches' Representatives Meet Austrian Government. 


| Bishop D. Gerhard May of the Evan-elical Church in Austria ~ accompanied by 
_ the Rev. Elfan Rees, Advisor on Refugee Affairs to the World Council of Churches, 
‘and Mr. J.B. Atkinson, representative of the Council in Austria, have recently 
concluded a series of consultations with the Austrian Government to consider action 
i the recommendations of the Salzburg Conference, convened by the World Council 
of Churches (see EPS No, 4). 


_ After private and informal interviews with officials of the E.C.A. (Economic 
eraticn Acninistration) , the delegation met and conferred with the Federal 

Chancellor Dr, Figl, the Minister of the Interior, the Minister of Social Welfare 

and the Vice-Chancellor. The delegation also met with Monsignor “/einbacher of the 

Austrian Caritas (Roman Catholic Relief Agency) and paid a courtesy caJ] upon His 

_ Eminence, Cardinal Dr. Innitzer. 


Among the issues discussed with members of the Government were the submission 


separated refugee families, and the long-term care cf ‘hard core! Displaced Persons, 
: E.P,S. Geneva 


Church of South India Replies to Lambeth 


4 A reply from the Church cf’ South India to questions raised by the Lambeth 
Conference has now been published. From this long and important docummt we quote 


"There should be a reconsideration «t the ultimate relation of the Church of 


; answer of the Church of South India is: 


‘ "The principle that ‘The Church of South Indis desires to be permanently in 
full communica and fellowship with all the Churches with which its constituent 
‘oups have had communion and fellowship’. (Constitution II., 15) is absolutely 

basic aml is not subject to reconsideration. It is not conceivable that in any 

reasonably foreseeable circumstances the Church of South India should break off 
relationships with those parent Churches with which it now enjoys unrestricted 
1 ellowship ¢ il 


4 In znswer to question 6 (future use of non-episcopally ordained ministers) 
_ the Church of South India says: 


We are vnited in one Church: ovr parent Churches are divided. If it is_ 
insisted that we state whet our permanent relation with them is to be, we can 
only say that we can be content with nothing evcept that they should be united as 
We are. So long as they remain divided our position must remain anomalous from 
the point of view of any one of the divided Churches. But from the point of view 
of the histori: faith of the Church we must surely judge that the real anomaly, the 
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real scandal, is that the Church should be divided. We have promised at the end 

of thirty years to give equal weight to two principles: that our own ministry shall 
be one and that we shall maintain and extend full communion with our perent Churches, 
As things stand, these two principles are irreconcileble , They can only be recon- 

, ciled when the parent Churches now divided are united, Our act of union is an act 
of faith in the Holy Spirit that he will bring this about. “Je cannot therefore 

_ say more than the Constitution has said about what our successors will do in circum j 
_ stances which we pray may be profoundly different from those in which we now are," 
E.P.S, Geneva 


‘a A prominent Roman Catholic priest, preaching from a Protestant pulpit in 


i 
_ CANADA Interconfessional Cooperation | 
i 
{ 


Ottawa, recently urged Canadians to retain their spiritual and moral values to 
‘prevent a maverial way of life overwhelming Canada, 


Hg The Very Rev. Joseph Scannell, 0.M,I., Provincial of the Order of Oblates, 
with the approval of his superiors, preached in Stewarton Church (United Church of 
Canada). His sermén was based on the story of the Prodigal Son, and was broadcast 
by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, as a point of its new Sunday evening 


Lia "4 5 e 
series of sermons by prominent Canadian clergymen. 


ie "Whilst we lament the religious differences that divide us", said Father 
Scannell, "we are at least united in this dark hour in the religious world in call- 
ing upon our common Father, the Eternal God, to keep ever before us our spiritual 
and moral values lest a material way of life should overwhelm our beloved Canada." 
ay E.P,S. Geneva 


The Bible in all Tongues 


i Translations of the Holy Scriptures have now been published in 1,120 langur i 
‘ages. These include the complete Bible in 191 languages, the New Testament only in 
237) one or several portions in 600 and selections in 92, i 


During 1949 Bible Societies produced portions of the Bible in & new langu- 
ages: 1 African, 1 American, 4 Asiatic, 2 Oceanic. New portions were added in a} 
languages in which some part of the Bible had already been published (4 in Africa, 
4 in America, 2 in Asia, 1 in Micronesia). In addition, complete New Testammts 
‘were published for the first time in 2 languages (African) and in 1 language (Afric- 
an), the complete Bible was circulated for the first time, 


a At the end of 1949, portions in 7 new languages were being printed as well 

as new portions in 26 languages in which some book of the Bible had already been 
circulated. Also under production for the first time were New Testaments in 22 
languages and Bibles in 6, In addition, revisions of 9 New Testaments and of 5 

“Bibles had been sent to press but had not been completed by the end of 1949. (The 
figures given in the last paragraph are not included in those given above) .&.P.S,Geneva 


Se SE SE 


Proposed Integration of European Refugee Operations 


: A proposal whereby the Eurcpean Refugee Operations of Church World Service 
(New York) and the World Council of Churches would be integrated into one organized 


Programme in the name of the World Council has been approved by the’ Board of Managers 
of the WCC!s Department of Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 
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ws Meeting in Geneva early in March, the Board approved a plan te transfer to the 
; “World Council on July 1, 1950, all responsibilities now carried by Church Worid Ser-- 
vice in Europe, It is sis proposed that the staffs of both agencies should prepare 
ine management plan to continue European Protestant—-Orthodox refugee and DP programmes 
isha eter that date, 


Kf Dr Edgar H.S, Chandler, director of the World Council of Churches! refugee 
affairs programme, and the Rev. Roland Ellictt, in charge of Church World Service 
DP work in Europe, have been commissioned to prepare the final plans of tnveer ene as 
: According to the proposal, Church World Service would be asked to adjust its 
budget and operating plans before the transfer date, in order to guarantee comple- 
tion of its European DP programme. 


The proposal also carried the Board cf Managers! "firm conviction" that the 
“joining of Protestant and Orthodox resources would enabie the World Council "to carry 
forward more effectively" united service in "this urgently important feld of Christ-— 
lan responsibility." 


| The plan is also subject to approval by the financial officers of the World 
Council of Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 

_ CHINA The Church Carries On 

A report, summing vp the position in China -- as seen from Hong Kong -- is published 

in No. 1, 1950, of 'The Church’, the monthly of The Church of Christ in China in which 

zt denominaticas cooperate, The follcwing are the most strixing passages: 


"We know from many reports that almost all Churches, especially in the larger 
bentres, are continuing their work with little or no hindran: -¢, and that many schools, 
and hospitals are also able to carry on, though oftea with increasing restrictions 

ind in some cases facing heavy eA As is well known, religious liberty has been 
initely proclaimed as part of the new order, and there seems to be a sincere attempt 


it has been transgressed by minor officials, 


"The work of the Churches is going cn better than we had even hoped. The Protest- 
mt membership in China is now well over 800,000, compared with less than 600,000 in 
1935. One Church in Shanghai reports 300 new members received during 1949, and 

nother, over 100, Christian broadcasting is going on in that city every morning, 

and one leader wrote: 

"The emphasis of Christian work is coming more and more to be in the place where 
it belongs. on the Chinese Christians, and the missionary from overseas will find his 
Place in a more’ personal, less official, form of service. 


"Of even greater significance is “the fact, borme cut by evidence from several 
ces, that in most cases ue Christian yads r3, pastors or others, have taken a 
OUrageous stand and publicly continued Christian witness, they have usually been 
lowed to carvy on. In an cases, local officials have tried to prevent Christ—- 
lan services or other activities, but where the pastox cr leader has claimed freedom 
Mf religion, basing his claim on Mao—Tse-tmg!'s ancumcenen’ of that principle, this 
iuthority has not been challenged, So far the Church has sometimes suffered because 
& the timidity of its representatives, but rarely because of courageous leadership 


the part of the authorities to implement that principle and to stand behind it where 
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and witness. There are sometimes limitations, and often changes, but the challenge 
of the times finds the Church stronger in moral and deeper in spirituality. And 


the purpose of God goes forward." E.P,S. Geneva 
AUSTRALIA ) Statement of the Australian Council 


for the World Council of Churches 


The Australian Council for the World Council of Churches, at its Annual Meet 
ing held in New South Wales in February, issued a Statement from which we quote 
the following passages: 


. "We, of the Australian Council for the World Council of Churches, represent- 

_ ing a fellowship of Churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, 
_ send this message to the Churches and people of Australia, 

"Man is putting himself in the pce which belengs only to God. We Australians 
_ are liable to fall into this sin of self-sufficienc,, to trust human wisdom and the 
» work of our own hands. The judgment of God in history in the end falls heavily on 
_ all who forget and deny Him. 

, 

4 "Many people are disturbed by the threat of Communism and seek to outlaw all 
who own that faith. Many again are just as afraid that capitalism will mean inse- 
curity, poverty and finally an economic depression. Both these systems are built 
_ on the belief that power through property is the basis of national life and that 
man is self-sufficient in his handling of it. 


— 


‘ "The supreme fact is not property but man who is a child of God. The only 
_ worthy social order is that which allows full expression to human personality in 


_ freedom and responsibility. This cannot be found unless the demand for human rights » 


is matched with responsibility and daily work is carried on in a spirit of dedicated 
_ service to God and man, We believe that neither capitalism, socialism nor Communism 
is sufficient. We call upon all Christians to strive after a responsible society 


ae, 


4 


id 

{ in which neither freedom nor justice will be destroyed, We call upon all men to 
press on the nations to turn from war and life. We warn against the disaster which 
will surely come if present trends in world opinion continue. We challenge the 
false beliefs now so widely held that war is inevitable, that atomic massacre is 

y justified and cannot be avoided and the tragic world trust in armed might... Peace 

t can only be built on foundations of justice, mutual trust and good-will, We urge 
upon the Government and the people of Australia to give every support to United 

Nations and we call upon Christians to work toward’the building up of international 

Christianity through the World Council of Churches, 


(Finally, we urge ali Christians to press onward with greater urgency in the 

_ task of taking the Christian Gospel. to all people. Mission work is now as necessary 

in our towsand streets as in lands overseas, The Church must keep pace with popt- 

lation and housing developments lest areas of paganism be multiplied in our midst. 

The hope of world peace ani a worthy Australia lies in the acceptance of God Who is 
active in history, a common loyalty to Jesus Christ in His Church and the spreading 

_ abroad of His Kingdom." E.P.S. Geneva 
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_ GERMANY Three Confessions and One Church 
if St. Katharine's Church in liibeck, in which Catholic services have been 

held in addition to Evangelical ones, is now giving hospitality to the Greek Ortho- 
— dox congregation also, A walled-off part of the upper crypt has been transformed 
into a chapel in honour of St. Procopy, a member of a noble Liibeck family who went 
to Russia in the thirteenth century and achieved great things for the Orthodox 


Church there. ) E.P.S. Geneva 
oe 

_ GERMANY Message from The Eastern Church- 
kd | es'Committee to Refugee Pastors 


Mg The Eastern Churches'Committee of representatives from the expelled Churches 
of Eastern Europe has issued to refugee pastors a message appealing to them to 


_ continue fostering the feeling of brotherly solidarity existing among them, 


a. Some of these clergy who have taken refuge in Western Germany have managed to 
establish themselves under better conditions than others of their brethren. They 
are now tempted to "keep their distance from their companions in misfortune who are 
as yet not benefiting by such alleviations, and whose special distress should be to 
them above all others a matter of burning concern. 


; We can see from this! the message goes on,"how desperately bourgeois we have 
already become again, We can see how we are gradually starting once more to dally 

‘with that thought of the old Adam, 'Am I my brother's keeper?’ We can see how we 
‘are even getting back to being given ova to good works, instead of ourselves taking 
_ over our fellow-man's suffering..: 


4 "Yet it is to us that all those expelled with us, who are so unalterably our 
brethren, look in a very special way ~ to us who have gone down with them into the 
depths together... From very thankfulness for our escape, least of all should we 
‘leave in the lurch these others who have not been so lucky. We are faced today by 
the question whether the great inner freedom of 1945 was an episode in our lives 
or whether it was a great experience of faith by which we can live on... If we 
cannot do that any more, who is to tell these people the point of their living at 
all? If our voice is silent, not only will the voice of the Church to the expellees 
‘be silent but likewise thevoice of the expellees to the Church..." 

el The Committee ends by urging, "Let us not cease to be refugees and pilgrims. 
Let us not cease to keep step on the paths of wretchedness with the poorest in 


Christian Women's Impressions of Germany. 


a A group of four members of the World Council of Churches Commission on the Life 
‘and Work of Women in the Church, Miss Asch van Wijck (Netherlands), Miss J. Lozada 
(Argentine), Miss M. Sahlin (Sweden) and Miss S. Chakko (India), together with Miss 
French of the World's Y.W.C,A. and Mrs, F. Sayre; have just returned to Geneva from 
‘a ten days! trip through Germany. Miss Chakko writes of this tour: 


7 


a 


of Germany is present in a concentrated form... We went to Germany because we want ed 
to understand what the German women are doing to meet the terrific problems around 


th Ms i 


_ possessions and in faith among our brethren." E.P.S5,Geneva - 


‘We began with Munich and ended with two days in Berlin, where the whole problem 
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"The most obvious of all is the housing situation, The Church groups are 

_ trying to make existing conditions more bearable: women church workers are, far 

_ instance, taking children away for short periods of a few weeks at a time from the 
_ former air-raid shelters in Cologne and elsewhere where they are living without 
sunlight or fresh air. But these are at best only temporary emergency measures 
.” do not begin to touch the basic problems. 

& "Connected with housing and aggravating it. is the problem of refugees. It 
is estimated that one out of every five of the inhabitants of Western Germany is a 
ao Women's groups are doing much to meet their needs. 


iy : 


"To this list should be added the problem of the seven million women, most 


age group. While women are aware of the problems arising out of this situation, 
_tiany who should know better dismiss it with the simple answer that they should join 
_ the ranks of deaconesses. Many girls are receiving training for various kinds of 
Christian social work. But that is no stiction to the problem as such. 

.% "The large numbers of older women... are physically tired and mentally and 
spiritually bewildered. Church women are doing much for these mothers: under the | 
' leadership of Dr. Nopitach and othdrs, a very worth-while piece of work is being 
done to provide them with rest and care and encouragement. 


Ye 
' 


is a very serious one, The many young girlg who come for training as Christian 
social workers are receiving good grounding in the Pible, and seeing it as a living 
book. One does not, however, get the impression that the philosophy underlying the 
materialistic interpretation of life is adequately understood, Neither does one 
See that any good strategy to deal with the problem has yet been devised. While 
One meets outstanding examples of Christian faith an:! courage, there ig also in 
many places a paralysis caused by fear of the unknown political future, 


: "The general impression is that in Germany the problems cf the whole world 
appear in a moré intensified form, She needs the strength and support of the 


AUSTRIA | Volksdeutsche thank World Coun- 
q | oil. for Salzburg Conference 


‘The Central Committee of Volksdevtsche (Refugees of German ethnical origin) 
dn Austria, meeting in Viewna, uaanimously decide? to express thanks to the World 
Council of Churches for having convened the Salzburg Conference (see EPS No.4), 
Which was designed to secure a just and hens solution of the problem of Volks- 
deutsche driven from their homes, E-P,S, Geneva 
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of them young, whe cannot expect to marry, owing to the shortage of men in the right 


"The problem of combating the anti-Christian ideologies prevalent in the country 
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= Conference on the Problems of the Family 


My A conference on the problems of the family was held at the Ecumenical Institute 
Bossey, near Geneva, from March 16-24, and was attended by men and women from the 
“Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Reformed, and Orthodox Churches and the Church of Scuth 
India. They came from countries as far afield as China, France, Denmark, Finland, 
"Germany. Italy, Nigeria, Madagascar, Norway and Sweden, and included members cf ~ 
Christian marriage guidance organisations, psychologists, theologians and mothers 
. families. . 


: The main subjects of the Conference were: the Piblical directives for marriage 
-and~ family life; the Roman-Catholic and Protestant conceptions of the family; the 


Pin 


responsibility of the State, of the Church and of the Christian family for the pw b- 
. of family life, which is such an essential feature in the whole setting cf | 
society. ST a 
“ The plan to organise this Conference arose from the realisation that insufficient 
“consid eration was given to the importance of arriving at a common view and common 

‘action on the fundamental problems of marriage and family life, including divorce, Salt 
‘birth-control, sexual ethics etc., with particular attention to the role of Church ae Hi 
and State in all these problems, The conference discussions revealed the civergence yer 
of approach and opinion resulting partly from the widely different backgrounds of 

“the Churches. But the main reason was that most Churches had failed to express veal 
clearly what they believed about marriage and family life, in such a way as to show ei 
that they really comprehended the fundamental issues at stake and the vast social anh 


and psychological changes taking place today. 


is considered as one of the important concerns of the Churches, E.P.S. Geneva Ry 
NITED STATES Youth Chairman for the Japan University Campaign = 
: Mary Shadow, 24 years of age, Tennessee's youngest state representative and t'.e ag th 
ly woman member of the State Gencral Assembly, was named as honorary youth chair- 
1 of the $10,000,000 fund campaign for the projected International Christian Univer- 

“sity in Japan, t~ be opened near Tokyo (see EPS No, 5). . 
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George Lewis of Hersman, Ill1,, who is 20 years old, President of the Future 
Farmers of America and of the Illinois Christian Youth Council was named national 
youth chairman of the drive, 


In accepting that post, Lewis said the campaign, scheduled for April 16-23, 
was “an opportunity for young people to unite on a nation-wide scale in a positive 
programme for increasing the welfare and providing educational opportunities for 


the youth of Japan." E.P,S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Death of Malcolm Spencer 


Dr. Malcolm Spencer, who died in Londor, March 7, will be remembered particularly 
for his pioneering work in stimulating the interest of Christian people in social 
and industrial problems, and for his part in laying the foundations of the Ecumenical 
Movement in Britain. 


He founded the interdenominational conference of Social Service Unions, which, 
as the name implies, was a federation of the Social Service Departmemts of the 
denominations, and it was at that gathering that the idea of holding the 1924 

Birmingham Conference on Christian Politics, Economics and Citizenship (known as 
COPEC) arose, Malcolm Spencer became Secretary of the Christian Social Council 
which emerged from it. 


i In later years he was Secretary of the Churches! Group cf the National Council 

of Social Service - a group representing Roman Catholics and Jews as well as the 

_ Anglican and Free Churches. E.P.S. Geneva 
HUN GARY Hungarian Reformed vhurch Missions 


ce Outlines of a reorganisation of missionary work have bee approved by the 
Presidential Council of the General Conventus of the Reformed Church in Hungary. 


By this action, new Hungarian Reformed Church usage of the word "mission" 


Will cover not only foreign missions, but also home missions (what the German Churches 


call 'Innere Mission'), and practically every Church activity envisaged in Jesus! 
"missionary" command, "Go ye into all the world..." 


The Council has appointed a commission of Church leaders and representatives 
of various "missionary" activities to amplify details of the new Regulation. They 
Will submit a draft for discussion’and final approval by the session of the General 
Conventus, scheduled to meet May 8. 


The action:means that pastors and presbyters will become the responsible agents 
Of missionary work in the Hungarian Reformed Church. Administration and Missionary 
activities will no longer overlap, and missions will become, in entirety, the work 
of the Church, 


PY The Council described its sm 2ction as "an indication of the fact that our 
‘Church, .,,,- i345 now reached a new milestone in her history by becoming a Mission- 
ary Church," E.P,.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Archbishop of York Comments on 


Vatican's Ecumenical Ruling 


In his diocesan letter, the Archbishop of York, the Right Rev. Cyril Garbett, 
points out that while the recent instructions issued by the Vatican concerning coopera— 
tion between Roman Catholics and other Christians (see EPS No.9) will cause great dis- 
appointment to those who are working for Christian unity, they nevertheless show a 


distinet and welcome advance from previous positions taken, and open the door to author- 
ised conferences, within strict limits, , 


"But", the Archbishop's letter continues, "it must be added that it wpuld be 
difficult for a visitor from another world reading these carefully guarded permissions 
to understand that they concern discussions not between Christians and militant athe— 

ists but between those who have believed in the same God and Saviour".B.P.S5, Geneva 


yt seen ed 


UNITED STATES Boston Bishop attacks "Reader's Digostt 


Bishop John Wesley Lord of Boston, Massachusetts, has sharply attacked in an 
‘Open letter "The Reader's Digest" for having published anarticle by one of its edi- 
tors entitled "Methodism's Pink Fringe", which attributed to the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action, an wofficial agency, politically radical activities, In this 
letter, which was published in "Zion's Herald", an independent Methodist weekly of 
Boston, the Bishop characterised the article as an instance of "irresponsible journal- 
sm", 
4 "Do you honestly believe", the Bishop asked the 'Digest's! editors, "that the 
bishops of the Methodist Church, the seminary heads and the board of secretaries 
‘(mentioned in the article) are subversive persons of the Communist stripe? Are these 
eile men who for private or personal gain are seeking to betray their homeland? 
7 % would be thir motives? 
' 
- "If you do so believe, and feel you are contributing to the good of America by 
“printing such statements, tha let me remind you that you have lost faith in mankind. 
We dare not lose confidence of man in man, This is a necessary ingredient of demo— 


. as we have known it", added the Bishop. E.P.S,. Geneva 
“UNITED STATES The Church and Economic Life 
ee - LL GS 


a The second conference on the Church and Economic Life, called by the Federal 
‘ouncil of the Churches of Christ in America, was held in Detroit, February 16-19, 

Fo hundred and twenty delegates, representing various denominational and inter- 
denominational commissions, found Christian fellowship a unifying force as they affirmed 
vhe relevancy of the Christian faith to the economic order and outlined ethical con- 
iderations involved in some of the controversial issues new plaguing the United 

States and the world. 


a) 


_ The conference - of which the findings have now been published — addressed a 
lessage to the Churches: "The Christian Concern and a Call to Action in Relation to 
iconomic Life", that emphasised that all work must be done as unto God, and four 
‘Teports that delineated specific challenges to the Churches and the individual. The 
‘Teports were referred to the Churches for study and action. 
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ist The Call for Action in Relation to Economic Life stazes that the Church 


tmust be the teacher of the principles of conduct; a voice of judgment; a guardian 

“of moral and spiritual valves already won; and the herald of a better day... 
"Christians must not identify any economic order with the Gospel, The Christ-— 

fan Gospel is not to be found in Adam Smith's ‘Wealth cf Nations! nor in Karl 

“Warx's 'Kapital'. It is to be founa in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, in the Acts of 

- the Apostles, the Epistles cf the New Testament, and the vision of St John in the 

_-Revelati DOs ss 


. "Christian concern moves beyond the declaration of principles, It considers 

f oncrete measures. How can man remove the contradiction that lies in his ability 

te produce and his inability to distribute in a morally just or rationally adequate 
way? How can he work out some synthesis by which the creative initiative that flowed 
from individualism may be conserved and the benefits that lie iw collective endeavour 
“be appropriated?.... 


ena) 


a "The hunger of any men anywhere becomes the concern of Christian men every- 
Bear es.» 


De cimtehy. masses of mankind think that Communism is more opposed to 

the 'exploition of man by man! than is Christianity. They are wrong; and it is 

high opportunity to prove themwrong. No true Christian is complacent in the 

ace of periodic crises in which millions are denied work, consumer's needs are 

Unmet, and unemployment becomes epidemic... Means must be discovered with which to 
realise moral ends.... 


"The Church must attack the atheism of orthodox Tommunism in which faith in 

God is called superstition and also such practical atheism as is present in contempor- 
y capitalism in which God's will is regarded as irrelevant to the economic process, 

enever or wherever it appears in. the professions, in labour leadership, in farm 

organisations, in industrial ownership and management... " E.P.S. Geneva 


GOLD COAST Christianity and Political Development 


¥. The following paragraphs are part of a document issued recmtly by a large 
and representative group of Christian of many Churches in the Gold Coast, 
| 


"All races are equal before God and have the right to the same respect and to 
fair and just treatment. The law of Christ condemns all racial or colour discrimina- 
bi0on whether aimed against Africans or non-Africans. 


"The Church contains people of goodwill who hold different views on the affairs 

x their country and support different political, esonomic, and social programmes. 

The Church therefore cannot become identified with any particular party or programmes." 

B.P.S. Geneva 

First Church Rebuilding Project 

The foundation-stone was recently laid in Nazareth of the first Christian 

hurch - a Coptic one ~ to be rebuilt in the new State of Israel, 

- The ceremonial act was perfciied by the Capt:.c Archbishop of Jerusalem, 

tropolitan Jacobus, in the’ prosence ci vepreconutacives of the Government and of 

1e Other Christian Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 
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U.S.S.R. A Moscow Interpretation of the Bangkok Conference 


: While in some countries a few irresponsible journalists have described the 
World Council of Churches as an organisation seeking "to destroy the free capitalist 
society" and interpreted the Bangkok Conference (see EPS No. 46, 1949) as "pro- Mt 
Communist", the "Literaturnaja Gazeta" of Moscow in its issue of March 18 declares | 
_ that the Bangkok Conference was really an attempt on the part of American Imperialism 
_ to combat the liberation of the Asian peoples. 


UP 
ay 


1, We quote the following main passages from the article: 
i ' 
"For a number of years measures have been in progress in the U.S.A. for the 


_ forming from the Christian Churches of a Single religious centre for the fight against 

~ Communisin and democracy, As is known, the Vatican, the cbedient tool in the hands 
of world reaction, the universal bulkwark o* obscurantism, keeps only the Catholic I 
Church united, Now American imperialism is setting up a world centre for religion 


to embrace all the Churches, 


: "It was for the furthering of this conception that the so-called World Council 
Poe Churches, which directs, in particular, the activities of the Protestant Churches, 
“was.started. One of its leaders is the well-known warmonger John Foster Dulles, 


"The latest events in China have caused great agitation among the American 
expansionists. In order to thwart the peoples in their fight for freedom, Wall Street 
has brought into play every means at its disposal, mobilising even the Church in the 
service of imperialism. 


"The Worid Council of Churches recently organised in Bangkox, Thailand, a con~ 
ference of representatives of the Christian Churches in Asia, The aim of this meet 
ing, which was attended by delegates from Kuomintang China and South Korea and by 

Observers on behalf of the colonising politicians of England, France and the United 
States, was, as is stated in its findings, 'to work together for the further evange- 

lisation of the population of Asia!. 


3 “What was meant ty the 'furt..w: evangelisation of Asia’ emerged clearly at the | 
opening of this church assembly in Bangkok. It transpired that what was meant was H 
the mobilisation of reactionary forces to combat the national movement towards free— b 
lom of the peoples of Asia. The Churches were allotted the special réle of exercising a 


"The general tone of the conference was set tr the American Generali Secretary 
the International M'ssionary Council, Ranson, who stated at the very beginning i 
© immediate reasons which had led to its being held, ‘What’is going on in China!, i 
le said, “‘affects most profoundly the other commtriies of Asia, from a political and 


"Well, there is no blinking the facts. And the fact of the matter is that the 

beoples of Asia, however little people like Ranson anu those above him may like it, 

€ no longer prepared to remain in a state of sugjugation, but are making a bid for 
eir freedom and independsnces o> 


"And the representatives of rection are right to be wneasy. Millions of simple 
people are rising in revolt against the kings and the great landowners and the princes 
£ the Church who are oppressing them, against the capitalists of their own or other 
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countries, and in that revolt they are fighting for human rights. 


"Dr, Ranson urged, ‘We must adapt ourselves to these factors,' and hence 
the churchmen in Bangkok resolved to ‘adapt themselves,! i.e. to resist the spreac . 
xf Communism. 


But the effort to hold back the course of history is doomed from the start. 


fo a finish." ; 


Pe; 
oy The following comments are called for: 


1) The great majority of the Conference delegates were nationals from nine 
mn nations, chosen by the indigenous and autonomous Churches and Christian Coun- 
of these countries. The officers of the Conference were all Asians. There 
was no delegation from China. The delegation from the Kuomintang is a pure invention. 


2) Dr. Charles Ranson is not American, but Irish. 


3) The stand which the Conf rence took with regard to national freedom is 
exacty the opposite of that described in the above article. The Conference rejoiced 
he fact that "the struggle for and attainment of political freedom have awakened 
hitherto submerged peoples of East Asia to a new sense of dignity and historical 
ssion". We call attention to the full reports of the Conference which have now 
peared-as a booklet and which are also to be found in the April number of the 
nenical Review, together with various interpretative articles on the Asian 

shes. E.P.S. Geneva 


ANCE Message from the National Coun- 
cil of the Reformed Church 

9 - The National Council of the Reformed Church of France has issued a Message, 
which was read from the pulpits on Sunday March 26. It runs as follows: 


"Meeting for the first time since the grave’ material difficulties weighing 
Mn a section of the population resulted in such deep disturbance in our country, 

the National Council of the Reformed Church cf France feels impelled to state its 
sition as follows: 


, "We are greatly grieved by the thougnt that for so many workers the right 
to a normal life goes in effect unrecognised: there is no justice, even the most 
slementary, where the necessary minimum is not guaranteed. 

:. "Whatever-may be the political exploitation. behind the strikes, and the 

acts of violence which these bring in their train, they do not justify refusal to 
take into balanced consideration the claims of people whose human dignity is not 

respected. 


eine 
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‘MWe call upon all those whose religious be/iefé are ours, and in particular 
those ih positions of political, economic oz trade union responsibility, to go forth 
geously, ina spirit of harmony and mutual sacrifice, in search of solutions 

se first premise shall be that the destitution or the unbearable straits in which 
0° many homes are now living shall in fact be borne no longer," E.P,S. Geneva 
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GERMANY ) More Vigorous Reconciliation Work 
ut 


_ A meeting of leading representatives of the French and German Protestant 
Churches took place in Speyer on March 16, attended among others, by President 
_ Niemdller, Dr Heinemann of the Federal Government and Prases Held, for Germany, and 
_ Pastor Westphal, Vice-President of the Church Federation, for France. At its close, 
ro declaration was issued launching a campaign of reconciliation on the part of the 
_ Churches of both nations, and stating: 
% "Franch and German Protestants have met in Speyer in the spirit of the 
_ ecumenical Movement, in order to recognise in fellowship the political responsibility 
_ of their Churches at the present juncture of European development, and to work 
_ together for a mutual rapprochement of their peoples. In their faith in Jesus 
_ Christ they find their unity, in Him the reconciliation which God is ready to 

give to all men and all peoples... At a time when national frameworks are giving 
_ Way in the course of a cultural, economic and political provess of evolution, they 
‘realise their responsibility of appreciating the significance of this evolution. 


if 


Their desire is to seek out the means that can bring to all men work, bread and 


First practical measures: 


arta rme 
2 


; "Those present resolve to form from among their number a provisional Fratern- 
al Commission of seven members, whose duty it shall be to carry on the work begun 
in Speyer, i.e. to interest the official Church bodies of the two countries in 
_Franco~German rapprochement; and they further resolve to proceed as quickly as 

_ possible to the setting-up of a permanent Fraternal Council to represent the organ— 


4 In addition, "the propagation of tencentious reports is to be obviated as 
_ far as possible," and an exchange started of "representatives of the Churches among 
“youth groups, workers and students. "! 


¢ Finally, the provisional Fraternal Commission was asked to study the follow- 
ing possibilities: "equating the work of the Committees for Social Affairs of the 
Churches in the two countries; facilitating the visit of a French study commission 
to go into the German refugee questions, and into those of Eastern Germany; interest-— 
dng the clergy of both countries in long-term work for the construction of Europe, 
€nd.., devoting in both countries one Sunday in the year to international under- 
Standing, and in particular to Franco-German rapprochement." E.P.S, Geneva 


LLL iS 
‘i by the Churches of France and Germany 
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Moravian Church of Great Britain Joins 
World Council of Churches 


The Moravian Church of Great Britain has joined the World Council of Churches. 


This accession brings the number of member Churches - Anglican, Orthodox and Prot— | 
estant — up to 156 in 44 countries. E.P.S. Geneva abt 


HAT BRITAIN A Christian Unity Gathering 
. "A meeting which can have done nothing but good", was how the Archbishop 
of Canterbury epitomised the large "Christian Unity" gathering, held on March at 
Ganterbury and attended by over 600 people, 
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The meeting was arrange’ as the result of discussions between the Bishop of 
r (Anglican) and the leaders of the Free Churches and Roman Catholics in the 
r. Dr Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury, opened the meeting and said that 
Churches shoul! all be vitally’ concerned in improving the relations between Siem | 
in a totally Christian spirit, What had to be obtained was what a distinguished _ ria 
1 Catholic leader described as "civilised relations between all Christian rw 
ations", 


[Ss 


Canon C.H.E, Smyth, Rector of St Margaret's, Westminster, speaking for the 
slicans,said that the desire and longing in the hearts of all was for the restora- 
PO: e vital unity of the one Holy and Apostolic Church. All moves towards 
the restoration of unity of the Churches were foredoomed to failure unless they 
Were pursued with an understanding of the purpose of unity as laid down by our 
bord = that all should be believers in Christ, The unity of the Church was of God, aig 
and not something to be bounded by the will of man. Unity might have been mutilated 
by divisions, but it was not dead, “Sirs, ye are brethren" ~ the only basis was i 
brotherhood. 


{ Speaking of the problem of intercommunion, he said that it was distressing 
their brothers of other denominations could nct kneel beside them; but he 
ored unauthorised experiments in intercommunion from a fraternal feeling or 
hye That was how new schisms began. 
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Dro Jo Newton Flew, Principal of Wesley House, Cambridge, and ex~Moderator 
of the Free Church Council, representing the Presbyterians, Baptists, Congregation- 
alists and Methodists, emphasised that all Christians were people of a book -- the 
Bible, which stood to all of them as the supreme standard of authority. He enumer— 

_ ated the many beliefs and doctrines which they all had in common, and asked, with 

_ agreements as large as that, could they afford to stay apart and not to co-operate? 
_ What they really wanted was a conversion of the heart, They should abandon much 
of their controversial armour and look for the best in their separated brothers. 


an 


He referred to the recent Vatican decree which crdathed that diocesan Paes 
_ should make their special care the question of reunion. All bishops were now called 
upon to take an interest in that wrk, whereas before it had been the concern of 
only a few. It meant that the Church of Rome as a whole was facing the problem 
_ of reunion, and that was a tremendovs thing. He also referred to the Octave of 
Prayer initiated by a French abbé, Abbé Couturier in Lyons, which had now spread 
wonderfully through the Christian Churche:. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury concluded in saying that those who had followed 
the speeches must now move towards a conversion of the heart and a trust that would 
_ enable them to put away their old armoury of fear, and to wae in the House of God 


i brothers. E.P.S. Geneva 
~ UNITID STATES . A great _Interest_in the 
a Wort d id Council of Churches 


‘. 
a Despite attacks by "misinformed economic conservatives" and "Communist 

_ sympathisers", the World Counci: of Churches has inspired “a growing interest’! 

_ among American church people and the general public, according to Dr Henry Smith 
_ Leiper, associate general secretary of the World Council. 


Eo In a report prepared for the meeting of the Conference of American Member 

_ Churches, held at Buck Hill Falls, Pa,, March 22-23, attended by 80 representatives 
Wor 21 of the 29 American denominatious affiliated with the W.C.C., Dr. Leiper noted 
_ "increasing interest cf students. writers and yee a in the Council's work, and 
_ declared that local councils of Churches throughout the U.S.A. have played an active 
part in "making the ecumenical spirit and segiaend 3 come alive in the local scene". 

y 

| "Various attacks" directed against the Council. Dr Leiper said, have been 
made not only by reactionaries, but also by "openly hostile and destructive funda- 
mentalist writics, as well as by Communist sympathisers who regard the Council as 
oa tool of Western imperialism and capitalism". 


; Although these attacks have caused some repercussions among individual 


Delivering the cpening address at the meeting of the Conference of American 
‘member Churches, The Rt Rev. Angus Dim, Bishcp of the Washington D.C. diocese of 
s Protestant Episcopal Church, pointed out that although the Churches at Amster~ 
dam in 1943 had pr-misedto stay together", it is "hard to commit a whole Church 
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_ to a —--relationship that will truly engage its whole life". 


_ Churches, general support cf and interest in the Council has not materially lessened, 
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* Bishep Dun claimes that nothing has done more to develop "ecumenical con- 
sciousness" in recent years tha: the widespread participation of congregations 

* individual members in giving to inter-church aid, the programme of relief 

and reconstruction to Churches in war-ravaged countries abroad. 

The Bishop was not optimistic, however, about "the speed with which we can 

nurture an informed 'ecumenical consciousness! among our people". The "will for 

unity" is not enough because it can be "frustrated and blocked by failure to take 

eer tously the fact that a Church has a body and habit patterns". 


A Bishop Dun said that the first Assembly of the Council, Amsterdam 1948, 

agreed to carry forward together the work of the two world movements for unity - 

aith and Order, and Life and Work; to facilitate common action by the Churches; 

to promote co-operation and study; to promote the growth of ecumenical conscious— 
ness; to establish relations with denominational federations of world-wide sccpe; 

9 call world conferences on specific subjects; and to support the member Churches 

n their task of evangelism. "In still broader terms, it can be said that our 

hurches have undertaken to look towards one another ... to carry forward a serious 

and dynamic conversation with one another about our differences in faith, in 
fhessage, in order; to move as near to one another as our conscieice will permit." 


7 


e These objectives, Bishop Dun said, raise two questions ~ first, "how can 
‘our Churches be brought to gear into that commitment at the centres of their life?" 

and second, “how can our commitments be put to work in the much publicised ‘grass 
rootsi!?!! 

q As an answer to these problems, he quoted the Message of the Amsterdam 
Assembly as expressing "our best convictions when it says, 'our coming together 
to form a World Council will be in vain unless Christians and Christian congrega- 
pptons everywhere commit themselves to the ord of the Church in a new effort to 

seek together, where they live, to be His witnesses and servants among their 
—nheighbours' ," E.P.S. Geneva 
at 


UNITED STATES: Faith, not Fear, Urged by Federal Council Group 


, "Faith,and not fear, constitutes the best hope for world peace in this era 

of super—weapons", the Executiv Committee of the Federal Council of Churches of 

Christ in America said in a statement on "The Churches and the Hydrogen Bomb." 

q in declaring that committee members were divided over the American decision 
to manufacture the hydrogen bomb, the statement said: 


’ "Some of us oppose the construction of hydrogen bombs, which could be used 
for the mass destruction of populations, Some of us, ca the other hand, believ— 
ing that our people and the other free societies should not be left without the 

Means of defence through the threat of retaliation, support the attempt to construct 


the new weapon," 


The Federal Council group assailed the sensationalism attached to most press 
scounts of the H-Bomb. The committee asserted that fears aroused a perilous pre- 
ceupation with material defences and inhibit the creative effort required to 

re educe the danger of war." 


% 
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At the same time, the Committee urged that American citizens be given "the 
_ essential facts" about the H-bomb "which will enable them better to understami and 
_ judge the real issues before this nation and the world," 

ia 


\: "The main hope of peace in this period," the Committee delcared, "lies in 
_ our mustering the moral, spiritual and material resources latent in our world, and 
_ directing them toward pesitive goals of human welfare, thereby helping to build 
_ bridges of understanding and fellowship among the people, and serving to isolate 

_ the forces of tyranny and war. 


¥ 


ie, "Any positive peace programme", the Committee said, "should seek to do more 
_ than merely to gain for ourselves immunity from the mass destruction of our bodies, 
pp or immunity from the moral problem posed by our possession of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

a "To people generally peace also means immunity from the systematic mass 

_ destruction of minds, wills and sense of personal dignity, by terrorism, by the 

_ insistent repetition cf falsehood and by enforced isolation which destroys the 

_ bridges of understanding and fellowship among the peoples, 


"As Christians, we cannot but discern God's judgment upon modern man, who 
had sought salvation by his own power and wisdom, and believed his conquest of 
“mature would cure all his ills. 


"Now we discover that the wisdom of man is not great enough to assure the 


beneficent use of the power which he has harnassed, " 


The statement, affirmed the recent appeal of the Executive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, calling all naticns to make a "gigantic new effort for 
peace,'"! and to "do everything in their power to bring the present deadlock to an 
end," E.P.S. Geneva 

bY ; 

UNITED STATES Columbia University Appoints 
Eastern Orthodox Counsellors 
_ Three religicus counsellors to Eastern Orthodox students have been appointed 
at Columbia University in New York, 


The counsellors are the Very Rev, Georges Florovsky, Provost of St. Vladimir's 
_ Orthodox Theological Seminary and Academy, who will advise Russian Orthodox students; 
the Rev. John Zanetos of St. Spyridion's Greek Orthodox Church, who will serve as 
counsellor to Greek Orthodox students; and the Rev. Vasile Hategan, Rector of St. 
Dimitru Romanian Orthodox Church, who will serve other Orthodox undergraduates, 


= The Columbia religious staff for many years included religious cowmsellors 
‘to Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish students. This is the first time advisors 


‘to Eastern Orthodox students have been appointed, E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY An Ecumenical Committee 


An Ecumenical Committee, comprising representatives of the Established Chur-- 
ches, the Free Churches andthe Old Catholic Church in the province of Wirttemberg— 
len, has been foriicd in Stuttgart under the chairmanship of Pradlat Hartenstein. 

tt is to meet in Bad Poll from May 30 te June 2. | E.P.S. Geneva 
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4 The Ecumenical Review 
The spring number of the quarterly published by the World Council of Churches 
ain Geneva, "The Ecumenical Review", is chiefly devoted to questions dealing with 
Christianity in Asia, 

my’ J 
¥ Thus the General Secretary, Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, gives an introductory 
account of the condition and responsibilities of the Churches of Asia in the politic— 
al and social upheaval now taking place. This is followed by a contribution on the 
istian message in relation to the cultural heritage of India by Paul David 
anandan, one of the main speakers at the first Far Eastern Church Conference 
Bangkok 1949, and by a report written by the Bishop of Chichester on the United 
‘ch of South India, The religious situation in Japan and the youth problem in 
4 as a whole are re-stated on the basis of the most recent possible information. 
message and resolutions of the Bangkok Conference by their setting-forth of 
ractical lines of procedure for future church work in Asia bring all these contri- 
' butions to a concrete conclusion, 


h Bishop Angus Dun of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A.y taking as 
lis point of departure the message issued by the Amsterdam Assembly of 1948, dis- 
usses the correct conception of the tasks facing the World Council of Churches. 

A ecumenical chronicle, important facts about the current work of the World Council, 
and book reviews make up the last part of the volume. 


i. The volume has a separate annex containing intercessions for the Churches of 
he world, bearing in mind their special needs’and concerns. E.P.S. Geneva 


The Amsterdam Volumes 
The French Protestant weekly "Evangile et Liberté" is recommending its readers 
bo study the five volumes devoted to the work of the First Assembly of the Churches 
umsterdam, and suggests that local or regional church libraries should obtain 

esé and circulate them. 


"The leaders of our Protestant communities," adds the paper, "must come out 
rom the uncertainty in which they are still lingering as regards the Church Univer- 
fal, It is an uncertainty which is for the most part sympathetic, but that is not 
mough, Nor is it enough to pray automatically for the communion of the Holy Catholic 
ch=—a perfectly sincere prayer, but a prayer which comes forth the more easily 
hat it carries no depth of feeling with it, since those who utter it take no 
Ouble to find out about their battle and the Church's battle and the battle of the 
Churches in the world.... . 


___ ‘“Acquaint yourselves with these things, Christians. Broaden your horizons, 
lusiness men do better than yous they know everything that goes on in the world. 
nd God is at work, and His Spirit is rousing people to a sense of vocation and 
ifice and tracing the living countenance of a Church that shall at last be uni- 
1s let us not be like those people of Tarascon who were quietly digging a trench 
In front of their Café du Commerce when the invasion burst upon the country." 

E.P.S. Geneva 


Mission Work Today and Tomorrow 


Iwo thousand Evangelical missionaries, about half of them American, are at 
ent working in China, and will, it would appear, remain one and all at their 
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This statement was made at the Sxecutive Meeting of the China Committee of 
_ the Foreign Missions Conference of North America on March 16, on the basis of the 
_ datest reports coming from China to this organisation, the most important body 
_ for Church mission work in the United States, 

7 These missionaries, it was further stated, are remaining in their own areas 

_ of activity, since their departure would create a gap difficult to fill, particul- 
arly by Americans, since’there has been no recognition of the new Chinese People's 
Governmat by Washington, 

- 

| However, in order that they may be equipped to deal with the present state 

of affairs and with the conditions likely to prevail "when the way to China Opens," 
_ the conference resolvejd to begin even thus early to prepare for the further develop- 
ment of mission work, in view of the new claims arising in the hiddle Kingdom, 


; To this end, the curriculum for future missionaries to China is to include, 
_ in addition to theological subjects. at least one year of Chinese, amd the study — 
_ of the philosophy of Communism and its political application to the life of the 
Chinese people. 
q In a special report on the future of the Chinese Church, the conference 
‘states: 


4 "The Chinese Church will probably not have close ties organically with the 
Western Churches. There is a desire for togetherness among the Chinese Christian 
| groups but it will not necessarily lead to organic union at top levels. 


"It is more likely that the Church will be rather loose in structure; closely 
knit administration will probably not be characteristic of that Church. There may 
develop an indigenous theology. 


"Christian communities with highly emotional and immature concepts of the 
faith are developing. There will be experiments in Christian living; witness the 
rapid growth of the 'Jesus Family! movement ( a religious sect practising co-operat-— 
ive economy which is spreading through north and northeast China.) 


Q "The Church will grow by person~ts-person contact with an emphasis upon 
teaching and worship in the family rather than through general institutional pro- 


rammes. Women will play a major réle in leadership." E.P.S. Geneva 
U.S.S.R. Appeal by the Patriarch of Moscow 


The Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia has appealed to the heads of all 
shodox Churches to play a more vigorous part in the Churches! fight for world 
ACE. 


"It is now the duty of us all to declare publicly that international problems 
annot conceivably be solved by the destraction of millions of human lives, We 

t see that every human creature, of whatever nation, has his rights in life and 
right to claim them. The fight for these rights is identical with the fight 
Peace among the nations, for the cvercouing cf every criminal element existing 
elations between the nations, And this fight is for us dignitaries of the 

ch a duty and a self-eviden’ fact.!! f 
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Patriarch Alexei proposed that the leaders of the various Orthodox Churches 


should hold a joint meeting which'would set forth in detail the lines to be follow- 
ed in the fight to maintain peace, E.P,S, Geneva 


GERMANY Political Discussion in Konigswinter 
- On Hiarch 21 there took place in Konigswinter a meeting of leaders of the 

_ Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU). 
pe tt formed part of the so-called "Detmold Conversations", i,e. candid wnofficial 

_ expressions of opinion between members of the EKD and members of certain political 
; parties. They were carried on in Detmold between representatives of the EKD and 
_ fepresentatives of the Yocialist Party, as well as between the EKD and the CDU. 

_ Since, however,the results of the first conversation between the EKD and the CDU 


were not very satisfactory to either side, the discussion was continued, this time 
_ in Konigswinter, 


\ 
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. The Church emphasised that it was the duty of every Evangelical Christian to 
_~play a responsible part in the political life of the people, but that it was up 

_ to the individual conscience to decide in what way each particular person was to 

_ fulfil this duty, and in particular for which candidate he was to vote, The part 


aot the CDU was to show that its views were such as to incline responsible Christians 
© wrk with them, 


- The meeting was particularly important in that Chancellor Adenauer and 
President Niemdller took part in it, so that there was an opportunity to go into 
_ Dr. Niemélier'ts well-known statements on the emergence of the West Geman Federal 
Republic. Dr, NiemSller furnished an explanation which eased the situation, and 
‘Dr. Adenauer in response gave the assurance that the CDU now regarded the matter 
as cleared up. In the course of the discussions, whose continuance in the near 
future was considered, it was made clear that no adverse development of the con= 
fessional relationship in the political field need be feared, E.P.S. Geneva 


‘ U.N, Trusteeship Council approves Statute for Jerusalem 


5 The Trusteeship Council of the United Nations at its third and final reading 
‘approved the Statute defining conditions for an international regime for the Jeru- 
salem area. Article 38 of the Statute specifies, under Clause One, that the protec 
tion of the Holy Places, religious buildings and sites shall be the special concern 
Of the Governor of the City. Clause Three states that, if any dispute arises in 
that context, the Governor"shall decide on the basis of existing rights" (a wider 
definition than the status quo) and indicates that for that purpose, he “may appoint 
8 committee of enquiry to assist him, He may also, if he shall deem fit, be 
assisted by a consultative council of representatives of different denominations 
acting in an advisory capacity." 


As well as voting Article 38 as a whole the Council approved by a separate 
vote Clause Seven which reads:= "The Governor shall ensure that the property rights 
of Churches, missions and other religious or charitable agencies shall be confirmed 
and respected, He shall ensure, further, that all such property which, since the 
outireak of the second world war has been seized without equitable compensation,but 
Which has not already been returned or for one reason or another could not be re= 
ed to its original owners, shall either be restored to them or be transferred 
another Church, or mission, or other religious or charitable agency, representat~ 
| Of the same confession," — This article may well become of very considerable 
nificance as a precedent in the field of international legislation concerning 
hurch and mission property, u.P,S, Geneva 
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Missionary Freedom and the International Missionary Council 


| A statement on "Missionary Freedom and the International Missionary Rh 
neil", has been prepared by the Rev. Charles W. Ranson, the General Secretary _ 
Mo Council, in reply to certain allegations "which have recently been made al 
arding the International Missionary Council." 


"It has been alleged: Bad 


ta) that this Council, in alliance with the World Council of Churches, 
is Seeking to gain 'a totalitarian and monopolistic control of the missionary 
meee ton throughout the wrld;! 


"b) that the chief instruments of this design are the constituent 
National Councils of the I.M.C., such as the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, and the National Christian Councits in Asia and elsewhere; 

a '  "g) that the I.M.C, and the W.C.CG, have already 'induced! certain 
governments to recreates these national bodies as 'the endorsing agencies for 

Pro’ sestant missions;'! 


"q) that, having achieved this privileged position, they are using it 
prevent the entry to certain countries of missionaries whose theological views 
ar do not share. ‘ 


a "These charges are false. They concern an issue of such gravity and ei 
plexity that it is necessary to amplify this categorical denial by reference to pe 


tain detailed facts. 


"1. One of the primary functions of the I.M.C,is(in the words of its 

constitution) ‘to help to unite Christian public opinion in support of freedom 
onscience and religion and of missionary liberty', The Council — operating 
n, eroneh its thirty-one constituent councils - has sought to do so for over _ 
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"2. The World Council of Churches at its unaugural Assembly in 1948, 
entered into ‘association with the International Missionary Council,' But the 

| W.C,C., as such, is not, and so far as I am aware, never has been, involved in 

| Negotiations with -overnments regarding the entry of missionaries into countries 


in Africa, the Near East, or Latin America, The references to the W.C.C, in these 
allegations are, therefore, totally misplaced, 


a "3. In the discharge of their normal functions, the I.1i,C, and its 

constituent councils have established relations with governments concerning mission— 
“ary operations in certain territories, The principal purpose of these relation= 

‘ships has been to safeguard full religious liberty and to further the legitimate . 
interests of the entire missionary enterprise, The long history of the I.M,C. in i 
this field has earned for the Council a recognised standing.. In a few cases 
governments have sought to simplify their om processes by accepting without further i} 
question, the applications of Boards or Societies which are in membership or recog= ou 
Mised constituent bodies of the I.M.C, aH 


4 The International Missionary Council has never taken this to imply that 
Societies outside the membership of its constituent bodies would thus automatically 


excluded from any part of the world, nor has any government, to our knowledge, 
ever taken this position, 


a _ "4, The charge that the I,i.C, is seeking to exercise a monopoly power 
of recommendation in these matters has been made, without any attempt, so far as I 

am aware, toa verify the facts or to secure reliable information regarding the policy | 
the I.!i,C, and its constituent units,.." 


The statement then gives some relevant facts and coneludes: a 
ei. "In a world in which religious liberty is increasingly threatened 
there is need for Christian vigilance, On an issue so complex and delicate as 
'missionary freedom! there is need not only for vigilance but for wisdom fortified 
by accurate knowledge. Wild and unsupported accusations serve only to darken 
sounsel and to hinder the cause of Christian freedom. For thirty years the T.M,C. 
has sought 'to unite Christian public opinion in support of freedom of conscience 
d religion and of missionary freedom’, It shall continue to do so, striving to 
serve not only its own constituents, but also the widest interests of a Christian 
liberty which is indivisible." E.P.S, Geneva 


a ee cree nee 


A group of laymen with experience in different professions from 
Great Britain, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands and the United 
ites met at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva, earlier in April, and 
scussed means to bridg2 the gulf between Christian teaching and man's actual 
experience of life. Discussion on varicus aspects of the World Council Study 
ments's programme in this field was introduced by its director, Dr. Nils 
mstrém, ("Man in Modern Mass Society"), the Rev. Paul Abrecht ("The Responsible 
ociety in the European Scene") and by M, de Tienda of the Cinematographic Service 
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M. André Philip, head of the French Government's economic delegation 
to the United Nations, pointed out that with 2,000,000 unemployed in Italy, 

0° refugees and a further 2,000,000 dhemvioycd in Germany, co-ordination of 

*ope's economic resources was urgently needed before Marshall Aid ended, in order 

y avert a crisis similar to that of 1929-31 which had preceded the coming to power 

the Third Reich. "I am afraid, not of a hydrogen bomb attack", he declared, "but 

increasin; wave of human misery, and only unification of noe by a synthesis 

control and initiati ive can avert such a crisis". M. Philip voiced a plea for 

ristian action and it was felt that the Churches'had a specific duty to perform 

in awakening the conscience of Europe to this need, 


This meeting also prepared the ground for the themes to be discussed 
he European Laymen!s Conference, which ‘is planned, under the ausprices of the 
ld Council of Churches, for July — August 1951 at Bad Bo21, Germany, E.P.S.Geneva 


| 3 ED STATES 


¢ ; 
1 


Protestant Churches Urged to Convert Jews 


i According tc a declaration of principles made public by the recently- 

med American Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews, Protestant Churches 
‘the. U. S.A, should attempt to convert Jews’to Christianity, but should avoit setz: 
1g Up a "special ministry" for this purpose. 


After warning that a"special ministry" would result in "singling out" 
le Jews, the committee statement declared that the proper way to convert Jews was 
0 include them in the normal service and ministry of the local Protestant parish. 


The committee, which is composed of representatives of the Federal 
uncil of Churches, the Home Missions Council of North America, the Foreign 
ms Conference of North America and the International Missionary Council, 
ejected the view that Jews should be omitted from Protestant evangelistic efforts 
the ground that they worship the same God as Christians, 


Such a view, the declaration claimed, "is to maintain that Judaisn, 

ich is without Christ and in fact rejects and denies Jesus Christ, is adequate 

p the Jew." 

’ "This means the Jew does not need Christ," the statement continued. 

"we accept that conclusion then no other people necessarily need Christ. To admit 
is would end all motivation for evangelism or Christian missionary effort at home 
d abroad," 


The statement also called on the Christian Church to wage an "all-out 

" against anti-Semitism as an effective means of insuring the Church's own 

al. It described anti-Genitism as "absolutely irreconcilable" with Christian- 
Y, and warned that the existence of auti~Seaitism, "no matter what its origin," 

Bp ttutes a "threat and menece" to the existence of Christianity. 

D Dr. Conrad Hoffman, Execubive Secretary of the Committee declared that 
tatement showed that for the "first time a widely representative group of Prot— 
leaders have agreed on a cowmon strategy and plan of action dealing with 
istian~Jewish relations." 
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He announced that the Committee was planning a series of regional meet— 


g3 to discuss Christian—Jewish relations. Plans are also under way for the estab— a 
lishment of a Christian institute for Jewish studies, modelled along the lines of Hi 
similar European institutes, where ministers and laymen will be prepared to work th 

among Jews. Regular Protestant seminaries will include special courses in Judaism it 
in their curricula, E.P,S, Geneva Ht 
_ HUNGARY Deposition of Bishop Lajos Ordass : 


q The official paper of the Lutharan Church in Hungary "Evancelikus | 
Blet" of «April 9, 1950, makes the following announcement: 


a, "A special disciplinary Judiciary Commissi on of the Lutheran Church in t 

Hungary at its meeting of April 1, 1950, deposed Lajos Ordass, the Bishop of the 

Montana District, from his office," 

-? 

Oe Following this statement, the leaders of the Lutheran World Federation, i 

Bishop A. Nygren, President, and Dr. S.C. Michelfelder, Exechtive Secretary, have i 
seit the following telegram to Inspector General Ivan Reok, in Budapest: 


' "Lutheran sister Churches greatly concerned over announcement Evangeli- 
kus Elet April ninth quote special disciplinary judiciary commission of Lutheran 
Church Hungary deposed Bishop Ordass end quote. We earnestly request full information 
who were judges on what grounds he was deposed and what judgment includes and implies." 
4 E.P.S, Geneva i 


Mission Schools in Africa 
ee bah 
Urgeil to Revise Instruction 
octal —Ne hahaa ck 2B Pesta Sabet adlvondponan ov hom 


- 


‘Dr. Lowedermilk, whose African trip was sponsored by Agricultural f 

fissions, Inco, a cooperative Protestant agency, spoke in New Your before a gathering 

of churchmen and mission executives, He said a majority of Africans today are anxious 

b0 be politicians, clerks and white-collar workers, and that ‘no one wants to be a 

Mechanical or civii or agricultural engineer," 

a In suggesting a change in mission school instruction, the former 
ssistant chief of the U.S. Bureau of Soil Conservation urged the Churches to stress 

the, "theology that teaches we must be born again out of , philosophy of economic 

exploitation into a philosophy of conservation," 

A 

. Dr. Lowdermilk stressed the need for a larger recruitment of agricultural 

issionaries "to serve as pioneers in building the Kingdon of Ged on this holy earth," 

re are parts of Africa," he said," where Protestant missions cwm large tracts of 

» yet not a singlé agricultural missionary is available to demonstrate what can 
fone with the land." Dr. Lowedermilk uwged governments and missioné to join forces 

+n undertaking the development of "rural reconstruction pilot projects,! 
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oy Such projects, he said, should aim to increase the productivity of 
ihe land and cf the individual Parner stimulate the manufacture of needed farm and 
bransportation equipment, and improve village facilities. E.P.S. Geneva 


Evangelistic Drive of the 
National Christian Council 


After hearing the reports from the East Asian Christian Conference 

din Bangkok, Thailand, December 4-11 (see EPS No. 45, 2949), the Hakone Con- 
erence of the National Christian Council of Japan has set in Motion an evangelistic 
drive to gain new Japanese Christians. 

< "Being consciaus that we are now in a situation similar to the Apostolic 
hee," the Council, meeting February 1-2, moved to establish a research commission on 
methods of evangelism, to strengthen the laymen's evangelistic movement, to organize 
cal branches of the Council and to endorse the expanded programme of the Youth 
Conference, Excerpts from the Council's resolution follow. 


1). Being conscious that we are now in a situation similar te the 
postolic Age, we are determined to press forward in the proclamation of the Gospel, 
slerical and laity rising up together as witnesses, under the guidance of the Holy 
spirit, and we shall set as our goal the increase of the number of Christians to 

one million, 


| "2). Realizing anew the important role of Christian education in the 
sld of evangelism and desiring to see the principles of religious education permeate 
e Christian schools, we determined to establish a closer cooperative relationship 
tween the Churches and schools, 


"3), Feeling a deep responsibility for the past sins of our nation 
inst the nations in East Asia, we pledge ourselves to be of any service to them 
any possible way, humiliating ourselves before God and man. 


4), We desire to establish a closer fellowship and cooperation with 
tists onal. Christian Councils in Eastern Asia to share our responsibility in the 
erid ecumenical movement. 


; "5). Confronting the present world crisis, we are greatly concerned 

ver the position of our country, which is striving to rebuild its structure on the 
ciples of peace and goodwill and we wish to offer our prayers and efforts toward 
ie firm establishment of the peace of the world, according to the teachings of the 
Prince of Peace. 
i 
q 6), We desire to see all the Christian forces of the country mobilized 
br the realization of the above mentioned goals, and wish to strengthen the organi- 
m of the National Christian Council ard thus develop a strategy for united 

cooperation," E.P.S, Geneva 


A new Children's Hymnal 


5 in China has been published in Shanghai by the National Committee for Christ-— 
ian Religious Education, The book had been ir preparation since August, 1948. 


A hymnal and wrship book for use by children of all Protestant denomina- 
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5 . The hymnal includes 130 hymns. Eighty-three are from "Hymis of 
U iversal Praise", China's most popular Protestant ‘ymnbook, 37 are new translations 
from western hymnals, and 10 are original hyms appearing for the first time, 


er Chinese contributors are Dr. T.C. Chao, dean of the School of Religion 
at Yenching University, the late Timothy T.F. Lew, and other Chinese Christian 
writers whose hymns have become a part of the cultural heritage of Chinese Protest- 
antism. E.P.S, Geneva 


Meeting Place of Youth 


The "carrefour des Jeunes", international Centre of the Y.M.C.A, at 
Rocheton par Melun, Seine and Marne, is now open to all yommg people, belonging not 
only to the Y.M.C.A. but also to other youth movements, as well as io auy young men 

who wish to spend a few days of quiet in pleasant surroundings, The estate is 
about 6 km. from Fontainebleau, and 40 km. from Paris, and has over 30 acres of 
orest land, 


: The house is open not merely to the youth of France, or French speak~ 
ing countries, but young guests from all over the world, and of any tongue,are . 
welco med. 


be (Full particulars can be obtained from Mr. J. Fisera, Maison des 
: pcs. G., le Rocheton, La Rochette (S. and M,), France). E.P.S, Geneva 


Conference on the Christian Approach to International Law 


i A Conference on the Christian Approach te International Law was held 

t the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva; on April 11-17, 1950, under the 

int auspices of the Commission of the Churches on Internaticnal Affairs, the Study 
partment of the World Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Institute itself, The © 
iding of this Conference was approved by the Central Committee of the World Council 
at Chichester in July 1949, with a view of having a report en the Christian Approach 
to International Law befcre it at its next session in Canada in July 1950, 

& The Conference was attended by some twenty people, jurists, men om gaged 
Meinternational politics, and theologians. As a number of delegates were unable to 
nd, the membership was mainl> drawn from European countries. It was chaired by the 
Pent of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, Profess.» Baron 
Asbeck. The speakers were Professor Dr. Max Huber, Switzerland, the well-known 

rt in international law, who gave a general introduction to the subject; Profes— 
H, van Oyen, Netherlands, professor of the Theolog:.cal Faculty of the University 
Basle, spoke on "The relation of Divine to human righteousness"; Dr. H. Dombois, 
tsanwalt in Fulda, Germany, who spoke on "The Christian ne of the 

e and of the individual as part of the world of naticns"; and Bishop Bivind 

grav, of Norway, whose subject was "The task of the Church in relation to inter- 
~fational problems", 


| The findings of this conference, and further consultations with experts 
rom other countries, will be brought together in.« repcrt which will be submitted 
he Central Committee. It became clear in the discussion that in the ecumenical 
ment we are still in the stage of searching for the Christian approach te Inter- 
Rational Law, and that it is high time to come to a common Christian understanding 
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of law in general, as well as of International Law. The Church will only be able 


to speak with a clear voice if it understands its specific approach as implied in 
the Christian faith. E.P.S. Geneva 


TNDTA Return of German Missionaries 
According to information given in the Bethel—Bielefeld Evangelical News 
ervice of April 8, an official of the Indian Central Government in New Delhi has 
tated that pau. Missionaries will be permitted to work in India under the same 
nditions as all non-British missionaries, This follcows a visit of the Director 

f Missions, Dr. Ihmels, of Germany, It is true that no Peace Treaty has as yet 
made, but in practice German missionaries will be treated in the same way as 
ricans, Swedes, Danes, and other missionaries. Further, it has been confirmed 
the German Missionary Societies shall be included in the list of recognised 
issions. This means that they can also take over their mission houses, lands and 
o forth, which will once again be recognised at their legal value, E.P.S. Geneva 


I 255eR Easter—tide in the Sovict Union 
According to a newspaper correspondent Easter in the Soviet Union was 
Mica by very great attendances at Divine Service "from Moscow tio the farthest 

md of Siberia." It has been’ reported that more Churches were available for services 
year than before the war. Furthermore, the churches are now in a far better 
e of repair than ever before. The high point of the whole festival was the 
lebration of the Easter Mass by the Patriarch Alexius in the great Moscow Cathedral. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


S SR. The Russian Church and the World 
= Congress of | ‘of the Friends of Peace 


| The Standing Committee of the "World Congress of the Friends of Peace!" 
cently met in Stockholm. This Committee made several Resolutions on questions of 
‘and these were wholly in accordance with the views of the Russian Orthodox 


In a declaration sigzed by the Moscow Patriarch Alexius, and members 
4 he Holy Synod, and sent to the independent Orthodox Churches, it is stated: 


"In the name of the episcopacy, the clergy and faithful of all Dioceses 
Behe Russian Orthodcx Church throughout our great fatherland, we give our whole— 
sar’ ed support to the Resolutions of the Stockhoim Congress of the Friends of Peace, 


"Convinced that the realisation of these Resolutions will strengthen 
wther the cause of peace in the whole worid, we turn to all cur independmt Orthodox 
en Churches with the request that they will support these Resolutions, and 

them to the notice of all the faithful, so that efforts for peace may be 

ped on by all believers." E.P.S. Geneva 
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Bishop Bergegrav's Answer to the Lutheran Church of Hungary 


In answer to the message sent by the Lutheran Church of Hungary to brethren 
n the West (see EPS No.11), Bishop Eivind Berggrav, Primate of the Lutheran Church 
f Norway, sent the following open letter, dated April 19, 1950: 


"Brethren, it seems natural that a reply should be given to the letter in 
1 some of the present Lutheran Church leaders in Hungary are addressing them 
s to all Lutheran Churches in the world. Surely we Norwegian Lutherans know 
lifficult, yes, indeed, how impossible it is for those standing at a distance 
understand just what is going on in a country where there is a revolution under © 
e-party system, But it is very difficult to abstain from judgment if one's 

is deeply engaged, as in this case in Hungary. Now, in their letter, the hate 
leaders of the Lutheran Church in Hungary tell us that we, ‘lacking adequate Migr 
jowledge, frequently regard them with prejudice and judge them with bias’. ae 


"I am grateful for this opportunity of speaking frankly to those Hungarian sb 
rans who have addressed themselves to us. As long as we are on speaking terms, ~ veal 
here is no danger of the connections being broken, my frank question to the ee 
Wngarian Church is this: When you tell us that we are lacking information, why did ~ et 
m not in your letter inform us as to 'present day conditions’ in your Hungarian ree 
eran Church? Vial 


"T take it that whe. you wrote your letter all of you were busy with the 
aration for the new ‘Church! trial of Bishop Ordass,. You knew that not only 
utherans, but all the Christian worlc, eagerly looked for some explanaticn or 
ormation. “In spite of that, you kept silent and in addition even accused us cn ye 
‘basis of lacking adequate information. What we may get to know about the afore- 
jloned and quite unusual trial we have to pick up from other sources. Don't wi 
see, brethren, that by writing us a long letter with 'the warmest brotherly 
ings! asking us to act fairly, you are in this wey accusing yourselves? 
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"You tell us that your Church 'has been judged by God! on account of its 
omissions, etc., for in decades past you have been interwoven with the then exist— 
ing governmental system, because the Church was unable to ‘resist the temptations! 

- those powerful systems, claiming on the other side that you now are free from 

Be such temptations, Don't you understand that by this you leave us in a state of 
wilderment? 


7. "The Lutheran Church also here in Norway has accepted with gratitude 

the fact you were pointing at, that the spiritual life in your Church seems stronger 
than before, but we also know out of experience that if at the same time a Church 

s interwoven with certain social and economic (and political!) systems! in a 
compelling the Church to keep silent on the law of justice given by God, then 
there is something not true in the very position of that Church, 


"You can't help us by sending us nice Christian letters if you will not 
also inform us as to the complete truth concerning your behaviour as Christianss 

When you wrote your letter you were in pre paring that "special disciplinary 
oy commission of the Lutheran Church of Hungary! which only a short time 
ter deposed Bishop Ordass. We were aware of these preparations when we read your 
etter and felt betrayed by you when you kept silent on this matter. 


"Brethren! Surely we are one in Christ and in our Lutheran faith, but 
how can we stand together if you are not frank with us in matters of the deepest 
concern for ovr obedience to the will of God?" t.P.S, Geneva 


Imbshausen Converence Recommends Measures for 
D.P.'S Welfare to Bonn Government, I,R.0. and E.K.D, 


Eighty representatives of the German Evangelical Churches, of the German 
eral and Lander Governments, of the I.R.0, and of Control Commission's D.P, 
ivision, and of Evangelical and Orthodox Churches! D.P, communities met at the 
heran Study Centre at Imbshausen near Gottingen from April 18-20, for a conference 
Ointly convened by the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation, 
devise practical measures for the welfare of the Displaced Persons in Western 
rmany, Spiritual and administrative problems concerning the need to assure D.P,'s 
i basic legal status and the right to work, and to encourage those siitable for 
ettlement overseas to take earliest advantage of still available emigration 
ancies ere presented by Ministerialrat Dr, Schreiber (Federal Government) , 
ugee liinister Dr, Albertz and Ministerialrat Dr. Kehren, of the Lower Saxony and 
th-Rhine-Westphalian Linder Governments respectively, by Dr, Klatt of the German 
[rades Union Federation and Mr, Jamieson (I,R.0.). 


Delegates unanimously approved recommendations which have been addressed 
0 the oealgiaane instances t+: 

‘ 1. The German Federal Government (Bonn) and to the tripartite Allied 
High Commission, Germany (H.1I,C.0.G.), urging the necessity for immediate enactment 
a law defining the basic status of those 0.P.s who will have to remain in Ger- 
any — with special reference to their civic rights and to their national status. 
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Ze I.R.0., and to the German Central Office for care of foreign students 
in Germany, urging that selected D.P, students now at German universities, who can 
complete their courses of study by remaining in Germany until the end of 195. should 
be permitted to do so, and should not thereby lose their eligibility for resettle- 
ment abroad by I.R.0,, so long as the I.R.0, operation continued. 


3. The Council of the Evanvelical Church in Germany, requesting that the 
Council's special committee for D.P. questions should become a standing conf»rence, 
by enlargement to include representatives of the World Gouncil of Churches and the 
Lutheran World Federation; and that this standing conference should associate 
itself with the German Federal and Lander Governments and with the German Trades 
Union Federation and concern itself in future with the broad problems of D.P,s and 
not only with their specific problems of churchmanship, as hitherto. E.P.S. Geneva 


NITED STATES Jesuit Hopes for Increased Interfaith Cooperation 


Hope that the recent Vatican Instruction about the ecumenical movement 
‘see EPS No. 9 and 11) "will lead to increased interfaith cooperation in the United 


States" was voiced by the Rev. Edward A, Conway, S.Je, associate editor of "America", 
Je suit we ekly PY 


According to Father Conway, the Vatican decree marked the first time there 
has been "such an open and generous recognition by an official organisation of the 
Jy See of mixed conferences on topics of the natural law." He said this section 


# the decree "should be pulled out of its obscurity and widely applied and implement- 
ed in this country," 


Father Conway stressed that the Papal admonition in regard to church reunion 
fiscussions and the ecumenical movement was of more concern to Roman Catholics in 
Encland and the European continent than to American Roman Cathdlics among whom, he 
aid, the ecumenical movement "has not received much attention." 


"On the other hand", he said, "there has been much interest in the matter 
Mf cooperation between members of the three faiths on the basis of the natural law. 
in this movement we have not only participated, but achieveisome success," (Note of 
he editors: Father Conway was a co-originator of the Pattern for Peace issued in 
merica by 146 Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders in 1943)E.P.S, Geneva 


OUTH AFRICA Where Protestant and Catholic Cooperate 
Interchurch action of an important kind is taking place in South Africa, 


hat country's "mixed marriages act" forbids any clergyman to marry persons of dif~ 
erent races, 


Recently Father Thomas L. Gill, a Roman Catholic priest, married a white 

an and a "slightly coloured" woman, According to Religious News Service (New York), 
© WaS convicted of violating the law and fined $50. He has decided to appeal to a 
igher court, and is receiving the support of Protestant as well as Catholic Church 
eaders, 


An Anglican priest in Natal has surrendered his license as a marriage 
fficer" in protest and others are reported to be ready to take the same step, The 


i 
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_ Anglican Bishop of Natal publicly branded the law as "utterly stupid and completely 
_ unvorkable", 

The Fresident of the Methodist Church in South Africa went farther and 
called it "non-Christian", He said: "We believe in the universality of the Church 
and we believe that all peoples of God's family have an equal right in His sight." 


E.P.S. Geneva 


Holy Synod Declines to Help 
Return Abducted Children 


BULGARIA | 
. According to Religious News Service (New York) the Holy Synod of the 

_ Bulgarian Orthodox Church has rejected the appeal of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
Christopher of Alexandria to help speed the return of 24,000 Greek children abducted 
from their lomes in 1947 to neighbouring Communist—dominated countries. 


i Patriarch Christopher announced that a reply from the Bulgarian Synod, 
“Signed by Metropolitan Payssios of Vratza, declared it was "obvious" the the request 
was "based on false information." 


q "First of all," the Metropolitan wrote, "these children have not been 
‘abducted by force’ as stated in your t elegran, Although the Bulgarian Government 
ee passing through numerous postwar difficulties, she has acted on her human and 
Christian duty, and has sheltered a number of Greek children who were exposed to 


deprivation, hunger, frost and to the danger of death, due to the civil war in 
Greece." 


F Metropolitan Payssios concluded his reply by declaring that "these Greek 
Children have been well established by us and they keep in very good health," 


&.P.S. Geneva 
Scandinavian Jouranlists! Ecumenical Conference 
LLL LL LLL CT Ct tenet, 


Forty journalists from Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden attended the 
conference convened at the Northern Ecumenical Institute, Sigtuna, from April 14-16, 
to discuss problems affecting the work of the Press and the witness of Christianity. 
Mr, Harry Johansson, the Director of the Institute, and Dr. Ivar Anderson, Chief 
Editor of the Swedish daily newspaper, "Svensky Dagbladet" presided at the confer- 
ence and the following subjects were discussed: —. 


q "The Press and the actual cultural situation": "The Press and the religious 
Situation"; "How to create a Christian public opinion", 


Appreciation was expressed of the information already provided by E.P,S, 
beneva. Plans are going ahead for a more systematic provision of ecumenical news 
fithin the Scandinavian countries, E.P.S, Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Royal Patronage to the United 


Society for Christian Literature 
ee ee 


4 Her Majesty the Queen has graciously accorded her Patronage to the United 
society for Christian Literature. 
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The Society is an interdenominational one, half Anglican and half Free 
Church, wh ch has provided books for the World Church for 150 yrars. Its Head- 
marters are in London, u.P,S. Geneva 


BOAT BRITAIN British Council of Churches meets at Cardiff 


7 Welcomed by the Archbishop and Churches of Wales, the British Council of 
murches held its 16th meeting at Cardiff, re-elected as its President for the next 
five years the Archbishop of Canterbury (The Most Rev. G.F. Fisher ), and approved 

she establishment of a scheme whereby "associates of the Ecumenical liovement" would 

ye enrolled with the purpose of encouraging interest and support inthe work of the 
ford Council of Churches and the B,C.C., and all efforts to promote co-operation 

nd study and action by local churches. Dr. Fisher said he was "profoundly encouraged" 
y the progress made towards re-—union between the non-Roman Churches, and added "I am 
Bivinced that*in England and possibly in Wales the right way forward between the 
vided Churches is not to set up a rigid constitution which we all accept but to grow 
D alike over the years that we find ourselves united without knowing it." 


The Rev. RD. Say, General Secretary, pointed out t hat in the early days of 
he second world war, the British Council of Churches began discussions whereby the 
pigion and Life Movement of the Anglican, Presbyterian and Free Churches would work 
th the Sword of the Spirit Movement in the Roman Catholic Church through parallel 
stion in the religious and joint action in the social and international fields, 

Jans for an agreed statement on religious liberty and for central discussion between 
hurch leaders and Roman Catholic leaders in Britain had not proceeded, because 
uthority had never been granted by the Roman Catholic authorities, but, so far as 

he Council was concerned, the door was still opens 

Need for support of important commitments on behalf of refucee work in 
turope and Palestine was stressed by the Council's Inter—Church Aid Department's 
secretary, the Rev, Douglas Curtis, who urged that a stream of practical charity 

rom British Churches to Churches in need of help must be maintained, and literature, 
cholarships and opportunities for foreign travel provided, so as’ to aid pastors and 
heOlogical students in countering pagan materialistic propaganda, 


Associating itself with the recent statement of the World Council of Churches 
Ethe threat of the hydrogen bomb and the need for the control of atomic energy, the 
ritish Council of Churches unanimous ly adopted a resolution urging Bnet the british 
Bitation but should take the initiative in ‘promoting it" and ei neelaeds to the Churches 
$0 lead the people in every parish and congregation in constant and régular prayer 

or righteousness and peace among the nations and in the hearts of men," In view of 

he widespread concern aroused in the case of Seretse Khama, the Council issued a 
atement noting the Government's assurance that its decision was taken in the inter- 
its of good government in the Bechuanaland Protectorate but affirming that the 

Murches and Missionary Societies "are determined to oppose any tendencies towards 


&.P.S. Geneva 


aC ial discrimination in any territories in which the British Government is responsible." 
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GERMANY General Synod of the EKD 


. The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) met in Weissensee, ic 
phe Russian sector of Berlin, from April 23427, attended by some 127 members from 27 
member Churches of the EXD, The members of the EKD Council and of the conference of 
perch governing bodies were also present. 


e Evangelica. Church emphasises its responsibility in public affairs, The President 
Fike Gouncil, Bishop Dibelius, of Berlin, in his statement of accounts stressed the 
rigorous and steadfast part taken by the EKD in public affairs. Taking as his start-— 
ing-point the constitutional split in German political life resulting from the forma— 
ion of the Federal Republic in the West and the German Democratic Republic in the 
jast, the Bishop said that the Council of the EKD had made representations in Bonn 
pegarding the responsibility of Christian parents for their children, which must not 
meexen from them by any State monopoly of education, while it had also been possible 
© adopt an official attitude regarding certain individual questions affecting church 
ife in the preparatory work on a constitution for the German Democratic Republic. 


a Bishop Dibelius! statement then recalled the declaration issued by the 
jouncil of the EKD on October 12, 1949, expressing the hope that both German Govern-— 
eats weuld "do all in their power to restore to the German people a new unity of 
Olitical ordering," and the resolution "to install at the seats of both Governments 
Bi eesntstives with full powers, which arrangement would permit of an effective 
* advocacy of church interests," 


e EKD and the Catholic Church. Dr. Dibelius went on to make the following state~ 


ee he ere ae ee 


a as regards the Catholic Church: 


% "Numerovs opportunities have arisen for co-operation with the Catholic Church 
h matters requiring the maintenance of an ecclesiastical viewpoint as against that 
of f the State or cccupying authorities... In the theological field, discussions have 
going on for some considerable time within an Evangelical—Catholic study group, 
orking under the “eadership of Dr. St&hlin, Evangelical Bishop of Oldenburg, and 
W. Jéger, Catholic Archbishop of Paderborn, 


d "The Council of the EKD does not, however, consider it advisable at the 
resent time to undertake negotiations with the competent Catholic authorities with 
view to procuring an aiteration of the Catholic practice regarding mixed marriages," 


he EKD and the Eastern Churches, Kir-shenprdsident Niembller, Director of the Office 
© External Affairs ‘of the Evangelical Church in Germany, in his report of activities 
luring the year spoke cf the close relations now existing, for the first time in 
istory, between the Evangelical Church and the Orthodox, both in B:rlin and in the 
lestern Zones with their DP Orthodox Churches, These relations would in the future 
ecome closer still, as the EKD has ass umed responsibility for the spiritual care of 
etens of thousands cf Orthedex among those DPs (estimated at 120,000) remaining 


2 B Gomnary. 


9 EKD and the Oikivmene. Dr. Nieméller‘s report went on to say that the form taken 
ienical relationships was beginning to change. The period up to Amsterdam 

n 1948 had been characterised by the fact that the basis for permanent contact was 
iefly personal connections between leaders of the World Coum:il of Uhurches and 

FP the EKD, Since the World CyouncilAssembly in Amsterdam in the swmer of 1948, the 
ffice for External Affairs had been seeking to’ establish contact b tween EKD con- 
Pegations and congregations of Churches abroad. E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERI ANY Wessage from the Leaders of the Church in 
4 Berlin and Brandenburg to their People 


On Sundayy April 23, a Message was read from all the pulpits in the Eastern 
fone, which bore the signature of Dr. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin=Brandenburg, 
‘Dr. Albertz, Dr. Jacobi, Dr, Krummacher, Propst Griiber, Propst Bohm and others in 
the name of the Protestant Church h leaders, All the signatories were members of 

the Fraternal Council of the ‘Confessing Church’, The Message runs; 


, "Our Lord Jesus Christ speaks unto us, saying, 'The truth shall make you 
free', And this truth is none other than He Himself, the Crucified and Risen Saviour, 
He is our comfort and our strength, and Him do we proclaim unto all men, even amid 
the great troudles of our time, 


. "Today more than ever before we find ourselves encompassed by oppressed 
and uneasy consciences, ‘he people of our parishes cry without ceasing to their 

q Shurch Jeaders and pastors and elders, !Help us! We areconstrained to say things 
that, our of regard for truthfulness, we cannot say, We are compelled to engage 

‘in doings in which we cannot join with a quiet mind, We have to acquiesce in decisions 
we cannot approve, We ave in constant peril of losing our liberty, our employment, 
our daily bread, if we refuse to do as others do." And this situation has growm 
sensibly more acute with the intensifying of the campaign on behalf of the National 
Front, Especially heart-rending are the appeals of parents who say that their 
children are becoming more and more accustomed, under the pressure of their schools 
and colleges and youth organisations, to say and write what they do not think, that 
the Christian faith is being made contemptible to them and teachers are seeking to 
persuade them that there is no God and that Christ never lived at all. 


Our people should know that the church leaders of the Jastern Zone have 
submitted these facts, frankly and seriously, to the highest authorities of the State, 
hey were answered that many of these occurrences were nct sanctioned by the Govern 
it, and that cases mentioned by name would be investigated and where necessary 
dealt with, But we are concerned not with individual cases, but with the whole set- 
up of public life, We feel obliged, therefore, to declare our views as follows: 


"1, The Evangelical Church confesses to the truth that is Christ Jesus, 

This truth is not compatible with the materialist outlook on life. We protest, 
therefore, against the propagation of this philosophy as the sole validt ruth in 
Schools, in colleges, in administrative bodies and in State~supported organisations. 

No governing power has tle right to force upon anyone a philosophy that runs counter to 
his faith and his conscience, We call upon *>«= members cf our congre ations to bear 
Witness, gladly and resolutely, wherever their faith is assailed either overtly or 
Bovertiy, that Christ is our Lord and that we are His, body and soul, 


3 "2, Jesus Christ, Who is the truth, frees us from the power of the lie, 
it is a sin to ccerce men by violence into falsehood, and to seduse mebe children 
into the same. We mst earnestly beseech ail those now active in public affairs 
not to take on themselves the guilt of sucha sin, 


"3, Truth, which is Jesus Christ, likewise makes us free to love our 
neighbour even when he is our enemy, Where hatred is preached against nations, 
against races or classes, against individuals, the Christian is called upon to love, 
Beever happens, he must not be accessory to acts of violence or to any propaganda 
ate: And should he himself become the viztim of such dealings, he must not 
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answer force with force, but must seek strength from God to withstand through 
endurance, . 


, "4, Truth, which we confess in our Lord Jesus Christ; binds us to one 

_ another in a fellowship of faith and charity. Where one falls victim to violence, 

_ it is the duty of the rest to come to his assistance, and to prove by their actions 
_ that he who suffers without cause is deserving of redoubled esteem and affection, 


_ break the bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax, We knew how many have not the 
_ strength to resist pressure from without, And being men such as know their own 

_ weakness, we commend ourselves and you to the forgiveness of God. He is greater 

_ than our hearts, He can cancel all guilt, and help us to begin anew, if we so ask 
_ Him, Only let none allow his conscience to lose its edge, and come to feel a life 
filled daily with falsehoods to be a thing inevitable and cf no moment! 


. "6. Finally, we proclaim even unto then that still close their ears to the 
_ call of Christ that His truth is to make then also free. Without Him, we are one 


_He alone makes us free to be fellow=beings and brethren one of another, 


"Jesus Christ, Who rose from the grave, salutes His ow with His Easter 
greeting, Peace be unto you. To that peace we commend ourselves and youe. He is 
conqueror of fear, and of sin, and of death. He will forsake no man that puts his 
_trust in Him. To Him be glory for ever ad ever.!! 


. On the same Sunday, a pastoral letter drawn up by all the Gerthan bishops 
‘was read in the Roman Catholic Churches of Eastern and Western Germany, It was a 
declaration against materialism whereby any Catholic "consciously and voluntarily 


following and propagating the teachings of atheistic materialism is excommunicated." 
‘The letter goes on; 


"Do not allow yourselves to be used for evil. Where materialism is concerned 
we have to do not with purely economic questions, nor with necessary social reform, 
for with a more equitable distribution of property. Materialism is atheistic and 
anti-religious to its very roots, inimical to Christ and to the Church, 


"No-one can be at the same time a true Christian and a genuine materialist, 
“Materialism is not a political question, The Church refuses to take sides in the 
political and economic struggle between the Communist and anti--Communist Powers, 

It is untrue to say that it supports capitalism, Like Communism, materialistic 
capitalism runs counter to the Divine order of things, In condemning atheistic 
Communism, the Church desires solely to maintain the purity of the Christian faith, 


the administering of the Sacraments and the unity of the Church," &,P.s, Geneva 


Bishop Szabe Replaced as Lutheran Church!s 
Ecumenical Relations Adviser 


Bishop Joseph Szabo, of Budapest, has notified the Lutheran “orld Federa— 
tion, Geneva, that he has resigned from’ the representation of the Hunsarian Luther- 
an Church's ecumenical relations abroad, Bishop Szabo's letter adds that he has 


been r@ laced in this capacity by Dr. Lajos Vets, EePsSe Geneva 


"50 Truth, in which we take comfort, is the voice of the Lord, Who will not 


and all, evm if we will not admit it, most poor and pitiable and troubled creatures, 
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GERMANY What Can the Churches do for Peace? . 
‘ous A te et Ae 3 | 


7 The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany met in the Russian sector 

of Berlin from April 23=27, 1950 (see page 6). The General Secretary of the World 

Council of Churches, Dr, WeA. Visser 't Hooft, spcke on "What can the Churches do for | 
Peace?" He enphasised how difficult it was to deal with a question "whose answering i 
Was a matter of life and death for the nations", ad that his r=warks were not an 

official message from the World Council, but made on his ow responsibility. 


The tragic thing, he said, about the effcrts for peace being made in our tinie 
was that by "peace" everyone meant the form of peace which they themselves desired. b 
We were not concerned nowadays with a conflict between peace-loving and war-mongering, 

but with a sharp clash of convictions as to what peace really was. Taced with this 
situation, the Churches must not allow themselves to be made use of in orcer to pro~ 

pagate one particular conception of peace to the detriment of another, 


Not that the Churches wished to withdraw from the world and leave the whole 
thorny problem to the Governments to solve. It was that they had their own message 
to issue on the question of peace, "The word ‘peace! is a primitive in the language 
of the Bible." The Church, in talking of peace, must first of all state what had been 
revealed toit as truth, It is the peace of Christ, 


4 Dr, Visser 't Hooft then sought to craw conclusions for the Church and its 
work for peace from three main points, taking Christ as King, as High Priest, and 
is Prophet. 


4 "Jesus Christ as King," he said, "is the Prince of Peace. It is in Him that 
here comeSto us the reign of justice and peace, : Even thus early he rules over 

fulers and peoples...». In the Old Testament, we find peace alrea-y a l’essianic realitye 
The Messiah is to bring the great 'shalom', And this peace means much more than the 
Mere cessation of wars: nation shall not lift up sword against nation. But that comes 
bout because the peoples walk in the light of the Lord, And thus: we have a complete 
fenewal of all human relationships... In Christ this Kingdom is present," : 


That meant that the Church had first of all to say, "“iien are not delivered 
Wer to blind forzes, or to some kind of ruthiess destiny." Taking this as its starte 
Ing-point, the Church must do battle against the terrible fear complex prevailing in 
whe world, The Church must show the world what the valiant comfort of the Gospel 
peally was. And thus the Church could take no part in the game of power politics, 

the Church plays no political rdlez it fulfils its normal, God-given task by telling 
the nations, in the name of their Judge and Saviour, what it is that serves the cause 
Mw their peace, And if it is forbidden to bear this witness openly, it will none the 
€ss continue resolutely to plead this central cause of the Gospel in its prayers 
ind in its preaching." 


The pe ple of the King "Whose dominion is through all the world" was an 
cumenical people. Thus it had come about that there was a "tertium genus", a Christ— 
lan communion not overlaid by any national allegiance, or partitioned by any political af 
frontiers or tensiéns, The life of this communion was tc be charact rised by an un 
bounded solidarity. i 

"It is a great blessing", said Dr. Visser 't Hooft, "that in this very time 
f acutest international division it has been vouchsafed us to rediscover that the f 
Church of Christ is in its very essence a Church Universal, For in this way the Church 
By by simply existing as an ecumenical Church be a visible denial of the assertion 
Vhat differing political orientations or the fact of living wder differing social 
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_ systems necessarily entail the breaking-off of all human relationships, It is only 
_ & genuinely ecumenical Church that can work for Peaces ay! 


a Because Christ as High Priest estabhished peace by reconciliation through 

_ the Cross, the Church was, in a world of dispeace, the place where real reconciliation 
_ could be attained through repentance and forgiveness; 
_ at repentance... When the Church avowed the sins lying upon its conscience and the 

_ conscience of the people to which it was linked, when it sought continually after 

_ expiation, that amounted to a real parley between nations in a spirit of repentance. 

_ The declaration issued in Stuttgart by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
_ had broken the ice in this way after the second world war, Yet still not all Churches 

_ everywhere had found the way to repentance, either for their attitude during the pers 

_ Secution of the Jews or for their relations to the working-class, Thus noone. had 
yet spoken to the peoples of Asia and Africa in such a way as to overcome certain 

_ suspicions as to a connection between mission work and imperialism. 


| 
¢ 


But where swh new beginnings had been started, the ice between the peoples 
Was already broken. In the bitter conflict between Indonesia and the Netherlands, 
the Christians of the two countries had succeeded in making contact through frank dis— 
cussion, and in showing their peoples the way to peace, And it must not be forgotten 
that there were today Christians in the East and in the West who, while differing very 
widely in their political views, were doing everything in their power, to maintain 
fellowship with one another, and, at least in this way, to keep open the channel for 
an un erstanding between the two opposing political blocs, 


"And Jesus Christ; the Prophet, p::o-.aims the conditions for true peace, by 
‘calling for a recognition of the law of God and the God-given law of man, What is - 
God's law? The law that to Him be left the final decision regarding the lives of His 
creatures, that He be recognised as Lord of the destiny of nations, There can be no 
“Peace where men usurp the right tp take the whole life of mankind into their own hands, 
and to direct the course of history as s-ems good to them.. That is the gigantic danger 
of our time, that the whole of life may become politicalised, and the political element 
be made absolute, The Church must cry to the world with all its strength that God does 
“hot allow His law to be taken from Him, It is not the task of the State, or of any 


international organisation, or of a hypothetical world State, to knead the lives of 
men like clay. og , 


| "It is an unhappy fact that the Church has for centuries left matters of law, 
whether in the individual State or in the com-sny of States, to the lawyers... Today 
We are for ever hearing statesinen and lawyers working in interational affairs complain 
against the Church's k aving them to themselves in this spiritual taskee. I may inform 
you that the World Council of Churches is conscicus of this task, and is seeking to 
carry it out, through the co-operation of theologians and lawyers, 


"The Churches can do a very creat desl for peace if only a little time is 
given them, They have no recipe for the solution of day-to-day problens. When they 
“Speak of peace, it is always the peace that comes to men in the Kingdom of God, But 
that is in itself a peremptory call to play our part in God's work for peace, and 

to set up signs of that peace in the world. Blessed are the peaceiakers," 

EePoS. Gneva 


The work of reconciliation began 
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UNITOD STATES | Towards the National Council of Churches 


* 
4 


A warning that the constituting convention for the new National Council of 
Churches, scheduled for Cleveland from November 28 to December 1, 1950 (see EPS 
M0410) would prove a failrue "wmiless it supplies a lift to the righ a of every 
*¥rotestant in our Churches", was voiced by Dr Samuel McCrea vavert, general secretary 
of the “ederal Council of thuneneds 


4 As a means of gaining the support of laymen, plans called for the attendance 
of 5,((0 visiting delegates at the convention, In addition, there will be 600 
oificially-appointed delegates and 400 representatives of the interdenominational 
agenc.es to >e combined in the new Council, 


7. As a climax of the creation of the new Council a nation-wide observance will 
be held on the Sunday following the constituting convention, Church members will 
‘take part in observances in local parishes in all parts of the country and give 
thanks for the National Council "as a symbol of the spiritual unity of Christians", 


Dr Cavert explained that while the new Council will not represent a merger 
er Churches, it will be dedicated to "a deliberate policy of cooperation" in such 
fields as social welfare, evangelism, youth work, religious education and race 

r lations. 


Ye hope that this great cooperative effort will enable the individual 
-church=goer to see the Churches cperating as teams in the crucial areas of human 
} concern", Dr. Cavert said, a E.P.S. Geneva 


AG 


CANADA United Church Reunion Commission 
sy Agrees to Accept Bishops 

As a step toward facilitating the union of the United Church of Canada and 
the Church of England in Canada, leaders of the United Church recoiuiended to accept 
a system of bishops. 


: This was made known in a report of the United Church's :omaission on reunion, 
which has been negotiating with an Anglican commission for five years. The report 
was r> leased by Dr. Gordon A. Sisco, secretary of the General Council, highest court 
of the United Church, which is to meet in Toronto in September, 


The report recommended that members of the United Church should pledge 
thenselves "to seek to achieve organic union with the Church of In¢gland in Canada as 
a final goal of our endeavour". At the same time, it placed the onus for eventual 
success of the union plan on the rank and file of the church members. 


Acceptance by the United Church of the episcopal system is held to be a 
long step forward tovard unity. Under the Anglican system the bishops appoini 
‘ectors to congregations after consultation with the congregations. In the United 
Church the congregation has tl right to call the minister of its choice, subject 
40 approval of the settlement committee of the conference in which it is located. 


In view of the fact "that the episcopate is still accepted by the greater 
part of Christendom", the report declared, "it is our conviction that the continuance 
of the episcopate in some constitutional form be maintained, if a union can be 
hegotiated, This would not be considered as committing us to any particular doctrine 
of the episcopate." 


In explanation of the report, Dr, Sisco stated that the adoption of an 
episcopal form of government meant.. that there would be bishops, elected or appoint- 
sd for life, in the historic succession of the episcopate, but the exact powers of 
the bishop would be a matter for further discussion and agreement. 


The United Church commission has made no report on the Anglican prayer 
book, vestments or communion service, 


"All these questions are in the future," Dr. Sisco said. "We have made a 
leclaration in favour of organic union. When the Anglican Church makes a similar 
Jeclaration, then our representatives can sit down together and work out details," 
.- E,P,S. Geneva 


COLOMBIA Persecution of Protestants 


According to a report from the National Luthe an Council in New York, a 

lave of religious persesution is reported from Colombia, At present Protestant 
tission work is restricted almost etirely to the capital city of Bogota because of 
he continued unrest in outlying provinces. "Protestant chapels have been destroyed 
by mobs under the direction of police or local church authorities. Personal prope - 
y of missionaries has been looted. Native Clombian Protestants have been severely 
ersecuted and many have been forced to flee from their homes to live in caves or 


} If the present régime continues in power, reports Dr Rolf A. Syrdal, mission 
Secretary of the Evangelical Luthaan Church in the U.S,A,, after his return from a 
rip to Colombia, "missionaries fear a dictatorship will result which will force 
essation of all Protestant mission work. The ruling Conservative party has threaten- 
@ to confiscate all Protestant mission property," 
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4 Nevertheless all missionaries are determined to continue their work, Dr Syrdal 
Said. They have rented property in Bogota and conduct regular services and 

| Bible classes in their Bible school and in homes of Protestants, They are able 


4 to maintain contact with refugees from outlying mission stations in addition to 
| carrying on evangelisation and teaching » 


All Protestant missions are in the same Situation, Dr Syrdal said, as 

_ the persecution is general throughout the country, Comparative safety for mission 
work is found only in the few large cities of the country. E.P.S, Gmreva 

_ LATIN AMERICA Promoting Christian Education 
According to Religious News Service (New York) a month-long conferences to 


_ Study ways and means of promoting Christian education in Latin America was opened 


on April 20, 1950 in Cienfuegos (Havana) by the Commission on Curriciiium Materials 
for Latin America, 


The Commission comprises specialists in religious eJucation from Chile, 
_ Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico and River Plate, It was 
appointed last year in Buenos Aires, at the time of the first Latin-American 


Evangelical Conference (see EPS No. 31, 1949), in order to promote Christian 
education, 


Sponsors of the Cuban Conference are the Committee on Cooperation in Latin 
“America and the World Council of Christian Education, HeP.Se Geneva 


HUNGARY Comments on the Deposition of Bishop Lajos Ordass 


The cable sent by Bishop Anders Nygren and Dr, S.C. Michelfelder, Presi- 
dent and Executive Secretary respectively of the Lutheran World Federation, to the 
Inspector—General of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, Dr. Ivan Redk, requesting 
details concerning the removal from office of Bishop Lajos Ordass by special 
ecclesiastical trial and decree (see EPS No.16), has resulted in Dr. Redk!s furnishe 
“ing them with an "official, explanation", 


This document begins by giving the composition of the ecclesiastical court, 
‘It goes on to call attention to the text of the sentence passed on Bishop Ordass 

by the Usury Court of Budapest in October 1948, and states that "the grave situation 
‘due to the sentence passed by the Usury Court against Lajos Ordass prejudices the 
‘interest of the Church, for which reason it sentences him to deposition from his 
office of diocese bishop..." 


Dr. Michelfelder, in a leading article entitled "Was it Justice or Expediency 
in Hungary?" in the News Bulletin of the Lutheran World Federation, gives his views 
as follows: The fact is that this judgment of a Church court was based on expediency 
¢+e It was not convenient nor expediat for the Lutheran Church off:cials to have a 
bishop in prison so they deposed him..." Summing up, he concludes: "The Executive 
Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation is expressing a personal. opinion of cons 
fidence in the integrity and innocence of Bishop Ordass. On two occasions the 
Executive Committee of the L.W,F, has done the same, Many other religious bodies 
have done so also, All the available facts of the case will be laid before the 
txecutive vommittee of the L.W.F, in August, Bishop Lajos Ordass is still the 
Vice-President of the Lutheran World “ederation and I am convinced he will so 


EeP.S o Geneva 
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Evangelisation li-eds Discussed ty European Youth Leaders’ Conference 


Fifty-eight Christian yiuth leaders from countries ranging from Switzer- 
and to Finland and including participants from as far afield as Madagascar and the 
a States discussed means to make evanzgelisation relevant to present day youth 
at the Austrian Evangelical Youth Centre, Villach, in Carinthia, lNefugee youth 
leaders from Hungary, Latvia and Russia also took part in this fourth conference of 
European Christian Youth leaders, convened by the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches. Miss Edith Lesley rannena a London social service worker, 
pointed out that while human society generally showed "apathy towards morality and 
religion", for young people of today there are tvo basic questions, sex and religion, 
cand she advised youth leaders to a»proach young people with the Uhristian Gospel 
‘by sincerity in living their instruction, without outward display of pietism or only 
‘dependence on preaching, 


Pastor Jean Jouseelin, General Secretary cf the Protestant Youth Council 

of France, said that young people of taay are aware of a prevalent heresy in the 
Church of being concerned only with their souls and not with their whole personalities, 
Viost youth movements are too old-fashioned to serve the needs of modern youth ad 
Christian youth groups often become too exclusive, making it difficult for others 

to break into the fellowship, An invitation from the Waldensian Church of Italy 

that the 1951 conference of European Youth leaders should be held at the Agape youth 
camp in Northern Italy was accepted,and it was decided that the subject for study 

and discussion there should be the problem of the Christian family, including a 

istian interpretation of the sex problem, B.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Archbishop of Canterbury on Freedom of the Press 


Speaking in London recently the Archbishop of Canterbury (The Most Rev, 
G.F. Fisher) said he recognised the greatness of the profession of journalism and 


was well discharged, but le thought journalists shou think not only of the actual 
words but also of their context and the atmosphere in which the wrds were said, and 
ad judge whether it was fair to put it before the world. The freedom of the press 
as the lesser of two evils -— it saved us from the worse thing of having a controlled 
Presse E.P.S, Geneva 


BRAZIL An Ec. menical Institute 


The third course run by the Ecumenical Institute of the Uhristian Union 
of Students of Brazil (C.U.S.B,) took place recently under th- direction of the Reve 
Jorge César Mota, A number of students from Minas, Parana and Sao Paulo, and 
lecturers from various Evangelical denominations met for nearly three weeks» 


The course war organised to prepare young men for better service in 

_e C.U.S.B, in the local Churches and in such a way as to approach the problems 

of the Church, school or society in which they were called to bear witness. The 
study of the Bible was essential to a course of this nature. The course, moreover, 
which was held in the name of Ecumenism, presented a picture of the various Christ- 
traditions throvgh the ages and of what had been accomplished towards unity 
between the different branches of the Church which had culminated in the foundation 
of the World Council of Churches, It showed how this Council wh'ch did not claim 


the inmaense range of its responsibility and influence. In the main the responsibility — 
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_ to be a Church or a super—Church could, in the hands of God, become a common meet 
_ing-ground for a better mutual understanding between the various Christian tradi— 
_tions so that the Lord himself could work through this instrument. 


Special lectures were givm on evangelis ation among students and children. 


In order to get to know the services of the different Churches, the students were 
_ taken each Sunday to a different Church, 4.P.S. Geneva 


Holiday Courses at the Ecumenical Institute 
Sp ater hee eg eee MEN LOSS ANS tLUULE 


y The Ecumenical Institute is organising for August two holiday courses of 

_ about a week each, lasting August 2-9 and August 14-25, They are intended for lay~ 
men of all professions who wish to make use of their holidays, or of their presence 
0n the Continent of Europe, to gain an insight into ecumenical aims and ideas and 
Spend some days with Christians from other countries who are, like themselves, 

| Preoccupied with the question of the layman's witness in his owm social surroundings, 


4 


3 Each of these weeks will include a Bible study programme, under the leader— 
‘ship of Mlle de Diétrich, and introductions to the ecumenical movement and the 
‘place and responsibility of the laity, by Prof. Kraemer, Pastor Henriod and Pastor 
(Walz, In addition, the Institute has for the second course, whose programme is 
“somewhat fuller, obtained the services of Prof, Lehman, of Princeton University, 
“U.S.A4, who will lead part of the Bible study and will speak on the theological 
‘trends in the United States, and of Pastor H.J. Baden, of the Evan: elical Church in 
Germany, The chaplain for both courses will be Father Curtis (Anglican), of the 
House of the Resurrection, Mirfield, There will be free periods daily for amuse- 
ments, excursions and personal contact. 


a The price of the Course is eight Swiss frances per day inclusive. Special 
facilities may be granted in certain cases to those in financial difficulties, All 
applications should be addresses as soon as possible to The Directorate, Ecumenical 


* 


Institute, Chateau de Bossey, par Céligry (Vaud), Switzerland. E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA The most Important Undertaking 1950 


q Following a report in the National Christian Council News of February-March, 
1950, by far the most important undertaking now definitely under way is the conven- 
ang of a National Christian Con erence, to be held in Peking in August. At the 
vanuary Executive Committee meeting the National Christian Council definitely took 
fesponsibility for sponsoring this vitally important Conference, which will be 
Yeminiscent of the National Conference in 1922 out of which the N.C.C, itself was 

be TNs 

4 A Preparatory Committee was set up on as broad a basis as possible, 32 members 
being then appointed, withthe intention of increasing membership to a total of 51: 
this Committee will work through its own Standing Committee, nine manbers of which 
Were nominated out of a total of 15, 


f The August Conference is planned to be very fully representative of the 
Whole Christian Movement in China, including its unpressional laity, Although it 
Will not in itself be a legislative body, there is already a deep desire that many 
executive actions of prefound importance may consequently be taken by the various 
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administrative organs concerned, The history of the past 28 years of the Christian i 
_ cause in China will be thcroughly examined, and the proposal has been made that a 
Chinese Laymen's Commission of Inquiry be appointed by the Conference to 're—think! 
“the Christian Movement in China today, A thorough-going Movement of Christian 
Reform will be under study these months, and will almost certainly be launched at 
Ethis Conference. It is also hoped to reach agreement on various common principles 
for the future life and work of the Churches, and all possible will be done to 
“strengthen co-operation and movements towards unity among the Churches, 


. The question will be discussed of the need of e central body with executive 
power for all the Churches in matters agreed upca, and ‘Hands also questions of 
“revision of the constitution, and reorganisation of the National Christian Council. 


q It is agreed that the next N.C.C. Biennial Meeting shall be called follow- 

g upon the holding of this National Conference. so aS to take constitutional action 
: upon recommendations which the Conferences puts forward, E.P.S, Geneva 

| 


a5 


GERMANY Message from the Evangelical Church on Peace 


Among the most important products of the deliberations carried on in Berlin 
Som April 23-27 by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) (See EPS No. 17); te 

a message issued by the Synod on the question "What can the Church do fa@ Peace?", 
“Te quote thefollowing important passage from the message on peace: 


"What can tthe Church do for peace? 


4 "Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
‘shall be called the children of God,' As men that believe in God's covenant of 
Peace with the world, we know that we are called on to seek peace with all men, 
‘and to work together for the peace of the nations with all them that truly and 

honestly desire it. 


4 "We therefore entreat all those who belong to our people, as we did in our 
‘Message from Eisenach in 1948: Keep away from the spirit of hatred and enmity. Do 
hot allow yourselves to be made tools of a propaganda that fosters hostility between 
‘peoples and prepares the way for war, or even of a peace propaganda that in truth 
‘only sows hatred and cultivates strife. Do not fall prey to the delusion that our 
“suffering can be repaired by another war. 


f "We call on all those who belong to our people in West and in East: Urge 
everyone in a position of political responsibility, vigorously and tirelessly, to i 
withhold approval from a war in which Germans would be fighting against Germans, 
We put it to every individual conscience to weigh up whether he would take up arms in 
‘the case of such a war. 


"We appeal to the Governments of our p@ ple: Respect the law sent and i 
enforced by Ged in your own laws also, Exercise justice, There is no peace without iH 
ustice, There is no justice without recognition of God's law for man, God is the r 
ord, He alone wields authority over the life and the whole being of man, Only Bi 
the State respects thisscred law of God dies it preserve the dignity md free- i 
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"One of its principles is that no man shall be deprived of his libety with+ 

_ out being brought to equitable trial, Another, that no use shall be made of 

coercion or terrorisz in matters of faith and consciences, that no man shall be 
Persecuted or set at a disadvantage by reason of his beliefs, his views or his 

_ vrace, th t no man shall be constrainee into dealings counter to his conscience, 

_ We vrge the Governments of our people not to infringe this sacred right held by 


man as the création of God, Such infringement destroys all order and the peace 
_ of the people, ) 


"We entreat all those who bear responsibility to work with every means at 
their command for social justice, to help the oppressed and the underprivileged, 
_ the homeless, the bombed~out and the war vicbiins to obtain their rights. and to- 
i grant then space in which to live, 
i 


. "We adjure the Governments and representative bodiss of our people not to 

_ allow any means in the world to drive them ints the delusion that a war could 
bring a solution and a turning-point te ot troubles, In gratitude and hope we 
welcome the fact that certain Governments are obliged by their constitutions to 
protect the man who refuses to serve in war for the sake of his conscience. We ask 
all the Governments of the world to giarantee such protection, Whoever refuses war 


service on grounds of conscience may be sure of the advocacy and intercession 
of the Church, 


"We appeal to the Powers by whom our country is eccupied, and all those in 
_ authority whem it may concerns Set them free now at laat, the prisoners, the dis- 
placed and the internees who fell into your hands through the war. Show mercy 
to all whom you have in your power. Put an end to it now at last, this war that 
has broken the nations, by just treaties of peace, Give it up now at last, that 
zoning—off of Fast and West which is rending our people apart and imperilling the 
peace of the world. Let the German people have the chance to make themselves a 
new system in freedom, and to attain once moze to unity between East and West, 


_ See that State frontiers are no longer walls between national and ideological 
_ spheres of power, 


"We address this message to Governments all over the world, asking them to 
join together in a new fellowship in which peace shell be sought and guarded with 
every means conceivable to marie The price which each nation may have to pay in 
such a fellowship may be high, but it cannct be too high cf the peace of the world 
_ is won and maintained thereby. 


"We ask all the Churches of the worid to take up their stand with us in this 
_ appeal to the nations, and to be steadfast in pressing it upon the attention of 

' their Goversrents, "What can the Church do for peace?" The hand of God is still 
_ stretched over us in wrath, and wheve He has no mercy all our efforts are vains 

_ But He is a God of peace, and has promised us His grace, And therefore we must 

_ pray on for peace, We ask Christians all over the world tc join in our prayer, 
We cali on the Evangelical Churches in Germany to pray regula ly in their services 
_ for the pease of the world, to unite on stated days in joint supplication for 

_ peace, and in such intercession to include above all those Governments upon whom 
rests special responsibility for war and peace," 
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The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany has asked the World Council of 
Churches to have the essential points for a just and lasting peace worked over by 


its Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and sv mitted to the 
Governments concerned, 


Efforts are being made in increasing measure to organise an encounter and 
contact in the spirit of Christianity between political leaders from various Lin- 
der, on the model of the Franco—German conversations in Speyer. The Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany is being urged to issue sinilar invitations to 
leaders holding hostile political views to meet at some locality belonging to the 
Church for the free exchange of ideas. A speéial Commission of the Council is to 


continue investigating the question of peace, E.P.S. Geneva 
GitMA NY Message from the Church on the Jewish Question 


The Synod of the Evan elical Church in Germany, meeting in Berlin from April 
23-27, issued the following message regarding the Jewish question: 


"For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that He wight have mercy upon 
all" (Romans 11, xxxii), 


"We believe in the Lord and Saviour, Who when He took the form of a man was 


_ descended from the race of Israel. We confess the Church that is made up ef Christ= 


ians Jew and Gentile together in one body, and whose peace is Uhrist Jesus. We 
believe that the promise of God to the race of Israel remained binding even after 
the crucifixion of Christ. ‘e freely avow that by negli ence and silence we 
became accessory before the God of mercy to the crime comaitted aginst the Jews 
by men of our nation, We warn all Christians to reckon up what has come upon us 
Germans, as the judgment of God, against what we did to the Jews, for in judgment 
the grace of God seeks the repentant sinner. 


"We entreat all Christians to abjure anti-Semitism of every kind, and to offer 
a firm resistance wherever itis again raising its head, and to meet Jews and Jewish 
Christians in a spirit of brotherhood, 


"We ask Christian parishes to take under their protection any Jewish grave- 
yards in their area which may be lying uncared-for. We beseech the God of mercy 
to hasten the day of perfectness when we shall with a redeemed Israel glorify 
the victory of Jesus Christ." E.P.S, Geneva 


Dr Ehrenstrom Honoured 


_ Dr Niels Ehrenstrém, Director of the Study Department of the World Council of 


Churches, has been awarded the degree of Doctor of Divinity honoris causa by the 


University of Lund, Sweden, E.P.S, Geneva 


NOTE; Concerning the Message issued in EPS No. 17, page 114, it should be made 


clear that this Message was issued by the leaders of the Berlin and Brandenburg 
Church »d read only in that Church. In most of the Churches in the wastern Zone 


declarations of a similar character were read. 
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Message from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


| The Presidents of the World Council of Uhurches have issued the following 
message for Whitsunday 1950: 


: "On this day of thanksgiving for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
“the Church of Christ we ask how we may truly and fully participate in this wonderful 

_ and sacred mytery. The answer is given in 2 verse of the Epistle to the Hebrews 

| (3314): 'For we share in Uhrist, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end! 


"We live in a world in which the original confidence of the VUhurch that 
‘Christ is the true Lord of all is constantly challenged. Dare we maintain that 

' Christ is Lord of this word of ours with its crying injustices, its suffering masses, 
'its power pol tics, its unceasing conflicts and its attempts at self cestruction? 

It is the Holy Spirit Who enables us to believe that Jesus is the Lord, and to hold 
“this confidence firm and unshaken to the very end. In the power of the Spirit we 
‘believe and we must proclaim that Christ has borne and overcome all this sin and 

‘all this suffering, and that He Reigns. Armed with that victorious certainty, the 
“Churches stand to combat the tides of hopelessness, defeatism and indifference which 
“threaten to undermine the life of the nations. For since Christ is King, we are 

‘Sent out to bear fearless witness to Him and to serve the brethren in self-forgetting 
acts of charity and of justice, and in devoting ourselves to the healing of the nations. 


We also need to hold fast to this promise for our Churches, We need to 
‘be reminded of the original confidence of the Church that the Holy Spirit which created 
a people of one heart and one mind would maintain and, if need be, restore their unity. 
‘The word which we spoke together at Amsterdam that our Churches intend to stay to- — 
gether may easily fade away as we turn to our daily concerns and as we confront the 
difficulties of living and acting together as one fellowship, Let us then believe 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. He draws us together, He says to us on Whitsunday ‘ity, | 
that He can overcome all the barriers that still exist between us. If we live in ae) 
“humble dependance on Him, we are enabled to pray and work for the unity of God's 

children in order that the world may believe in the Son, 


a 
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"The Spirit intercedes for the Saints. In Him let us then intercede for 
_ each other and for ourselves in order that the first confidence of the Church may 
dive in us all and that we may proclaim it together till the very end," 
i 
‘i The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: Pastor lare Boegner, The 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Geoffrey Fisher), Professor T.C.Chao, Dr, John R. Mott, 
_ Bishop Go Bromley Oxnam, The Archbishop of Upsala (Erling Eidem), The Metropolitan 


of Thyateira (S. Germanos), B.P.S, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Record Number of Youth Planning Church Vocation 


4 A record number of young people planning to take up some form of Church work 
-is reported by Dr. John Oliver Nelson, Director of the Commission on the Ministry of 
the Federal Council of Churches, 

4 Dr, Nelson made his report to e group of Church leaders who iret in Buck Hill 
Falls on April 27; to study trends which are currentiy overcrowding theological semi- 
“naries and to investigate means of stepping up denominational enlistment programmes, 

“The study group comprised the membership of the Federal Council's Commission on the 


‘Hinistry and the enlistment committee of the American Association of Theological 
Be ool se 


i There is a tendency today for students not to decide upon Church vocations 
until . their college years. An evidence of this trend is the high proportion of 
engineers and other technicians entering seminaries, It was stressed that "such 
technically-trained applicants for the seminary make new demands upon the curriculum." 
‘The suggestion: was made to inaugurate screening and testing inmethods so that "we may 


creatively use their past experience, rather than simply make 'neat parsons! out of 
them", 
} 


2 The study group asked the Federal Council's Commission on the Ministry and 

the American Asseciation of Theological Schools to work jointly on developing a 

manual for parish enlistment, increased sharing of vocational testing techniques, 
rea conf rences on Church vocations and Church work analysis. E.P.S. Geneva 


The Site of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 


TY A 


4 Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, one of the six Presidents of the World Council of 
shurches, has announced that the American Confermce of Member Churches of the 

N.C.C, has chosen the Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, as the site of 
‘the second Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held in 1953, E.P.S.Geneva 


C.M.S. Hears Church of South 
India's Problems Presented 


Addressing the annual meeting of the Church Missionary Society in London 
the iiost Rev. A.-M. Hollis, Moderator of the Church of South India, pointed out that 
the 0.S.I. is one Church, not a federation of separate Churches; but its parent 
Churches, Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregationalist are not yet one. 
“We have in our Church... about two-fifths of all the non-Roman Christians of South 


Mndia, the largest non—Roman Church in Asiae Do your best to understand our problems 
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and our situation and do not assume that they are identical with yours, Indian 
Christians need the companionship in India and abroad of Christian scholars from 
other countries. They need encouragement to think for themselves and to express 
in their own languages the essential truths of the Gospel, That demands patience 
on the part of the older Churches and a refusal to make hasty condemnation cf 


{ what may appear to them inadequate or heretical in our necessarily tentative 


standards... We know that we must evangelise or disappear." 


Alluding in the course of a survey of missionary work in Africa to the 
growing industrial development in various parts of that Continent, the Rev. Canon 


Max Warren, General Secretary of the Church Missionary Society, said: "The news- 


papers and politicians... have told you the recent story of the Ground Nuts scheme 
from their point of view. Tremendous mistakes have been made, and miscalculations, 


_ But I have met a number of the leading men working in Kongwa, and of the Africans 
_ there, and I met ncne who did not believe that the original vision was sound and 


true... Just abeve the Kongwa plain stands the littie C.,M.S. Mission founded 
in 1906, Its buildings today house the evangelistic working among their fellow 
Africans in the plains, Its little maternity hospital works in closest integration 


_ with the great modern hospital below it, whose medical superintendent isa deeply 


convinced Christian, The penetrating influence of the Christian minority is such 
that there have now been appointed in charge of all the education and welfare work 
in the three areas of the scheme, three missionaries... There are those who sdeak 
of the Groundnuts plan as a material and mor.2 disaster... I see Kongwa as the 


_ setting of some of the strange victories of the King of Kings..." E,P.S. Geneva 


From an African Diary 


Bishep Stephen Neill, Associate General Sec etary of the World Council of 
Churches, is now visiting several African countries on behalf of the International 
Missionary Council (see EPS No. 4). From his reports we quote the following vivid 


descriptions on various aspects of life in Africa. 


"Khartoum cathedral, in Sudan, completed in 1921, was always intended to 


be a house of prayer for all Christians. It has been freely used by non-Anglican 
_congrezations for their worship. Armenians have been admitted to communion, and 


even, with the approval of their authorities, received confirmation at the hands 
of the Anglican bishop. Once a year, on the anniversary of the death of General 
Gordon, there is a great service of unity, in which representatives of all the 


Churches are invied to take part, 


A new and different experiment is being made at Ondurman, just across the 
Nile from Khartoum. There the Anglicans and the Ingilis (Evangelicals) share a 
Single church, but once a month both congregations come together’ fa@ common wrship. 


There has been a certain amount of sharing in the Holy Communion, The days of a 
united Church of the Sudan are still rather in the future, but a splendid fcunda~ 
tion of understanding and cooperation is being laid." 


Bishop Neill writes then from Ugandas "Once again, I was reminded of how 
new everything is in this part of the world, It was only in 1906 that the Rev, 
J.J, Willis, later Bishop of Uganda, came dom to look for a site in Nyanza, only 
in 1908 that he was able to hold the first baptism of thirteen persons under a tree 


at Lasene. Recently, he revisited this old haunts, and met 10,000 African Christians 


4) 
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in sixteen centres, Altogether, there are about 60,000 baptised persons in the 
‘Nyanza Deanery. 
" These Christians live in 700 villages, amd, in spite of the recent increase 


4 


“in the number of African clergy, have only 26 ordaired shepherds, The village work 
is done by a very large number of lay readers, who have had no formal training at 
Mil. It is to remedy this defect that the Bible School has been started at Maseno,. 
‘The Equator considerately runs through the school compound, so that it is possible 


ee stand literally with one foot in the northern and one in the southern hemisphere... 


i "The Christian Council of Kenya has undertaken one adnirable enterprise 

on its owne- Kisumu, at the head of the great Lake, in a situation and with a 
climate rather like that of Geneva, is a rapidly growing tom, It is the meeting 
‘Place cf two steamer routes, a railway and several roads. The Council, with 

1 usual foresight, has rented a large site just outside the town, and started a 
hostel at which Africans who come in search of work or are passing through, can 

stay and be looked after, They are allowed to stay fa four nights at a charge 

of a shilling a night, and cheap meals are available. Prayers are held morning 

and evening, and a real attempt is made to care pastonally for those who pass through, 
I believe that this Christian Fellowship centre has a great future before it. If 
dam able to visit Kisumu in ten years! time, I shall not be surprised to find it 
‘complete with church, clubs and all the other amenities of a real community centre..." 


E.P.5. Geneva 


Silver Jubilee of the Russian Th-ological Institute 


On Sunday April 30, the Russian Theological Institute in Paris celebrated 
ats silver jubilee. Metropolitan Vladimir and Dr. Donald C, Lowrie, of the Inter— 
national Committee of Y.M.C.As,were elected honorary members. Professor L, Zander 
reported on ecumenical meetings which had been attended by professors and students 
of the Institute, and described in this connection the activities of the "Orthodox 
Centre in Western Europe", A printed report of the Institute's work from its beginn- 
i g up to the present time is to appear shortly. 


Archbishop Germanos of Thyateira, Exar: in Western Europe of the Oecumenical 
Patriarchate, the heads cf the Russian émigré Church groups, Cardinal Lienhard, of 
France, Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation, the 

World Council of Churches, and representatives of the Church of Envland, the Old 
Catholic Church and others, sent telegrams of greeting , E.P.S, Geneva 


U.S.S.R. 


Training of Priests 


The Clerical Academy and Seminary of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow 
at the conclusion of the academic year 1945-9 arranged a meeting of celebration, 
attended by Patriarch Alexei and his highest colleagues in the Church, It Was, 
according to the Moscow Patriarchate's pewiodical (Volume 1; 1950),the first to 

be held since its recent reocsupation ‘x. the historic monastery of Troitse Sergievska 
Lavra, the headquarters of the Academy in former days for over a hundred years. 
According to the report of its activities, the staff of the Academy and the Seminary, 
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_Which are headed by a Rector and an Inspector, consists of nine professors, four 

_ instructors and four academic supervisors, Students at the two institutions number 
196: the Academy has 37, including 16 newcomers admitted from among the 23 most 
recent applicants, and the Seminary, which is much larger, at the sane date accepted 
43 out of 120 candidates, The students are given a bursary of 280 roubles, 


The professors and students of the Ckrical Academy in Leningrad al@ met 

_ lately for a similar function, at which Metropolitan Grizori of Leningrad was given 
$ the honorary degree of doctor, in recognition of his services in extending the 

_ work of training priests in the U.S.S.R., md of his theological writings. On the 
_ anniversary of Prince Alexander Nevsky a service of prayer for "Russia's heavenly 

f protector" was held; In his address to the candidates for the priesthood, the 

_ Patriarch emphasised "the kind of shepherds the Russian Orthodox people desired" 

_ and "the acuteness with which that people was able to sum up its true shepherds." 

_ The Russian people, he said, could feel exactly whether the priest at the altar 
/was genuinely praying or only repeating written prayers. E.P.S. Geneva 


_ ISRAEL A Good Ambassador for Germany 


A report published in the "General Weekly of the Jews in Gcrmany" on the 
visit of Dekan Hermann Maas, of Heidelberg, to Israel at the invitation of the 
' Israeli Government, stresses the part played by Pastor Iaas for decades in working 
for an understanding between Christians and Jews, 
-) 
"Last Pessach feast-day," it states, "he was present in the Zmet We—Emunah 
Synagogue in Jerusalem, and, wrapped in the tallit, took part in the service. 
‘Rabbi Philip and Professor Ernst Simon in their addresses drew attention to the 
presence of the visitor, There was not a little surprise that Dekan Maas was 
not only completely master of ancient Hebrew, but also understood modern Hebrew 
extremely well. iven those not easily impressed by outward things were conscious 
of something the same atmosphere as that created by Lessing in 'Nathan der Weise’, 
Save that on this occasion the hero was a devout Christian, And the fact that he 
Came from the very lard where men possessed by the devil had proceeded with truly 
fiendish bestiality to the mur-er of millions of Jews only s-rved to strengthen 
the impression. Truly, he was a good ambassador for Germany." E.P.S. Geneva 


FRANCE Federation of Protestant Sopial Work and Institutions 


A large number of Protestant social organisations and institutions have 
just entered into a Federation, Their representatives, mesting on April 22 last 
“at the lMaison du Protestantisme Frangais in Paris, drew up their statutes and 
appointed members of their first executive committee, 


The existence of this Federation will enable these bodies to demonstrate 
‘their moral unity in their joint mission, to strengthen the link between themselv es 
‘and the Protestant Churches, te associate themselves more directly with the work 

of the French Protestant Federation, to improve their relations with the principal 
Christian national, international, confessional and interconfessional organisations, 
to see that the freedom necessary to the exercise of the Christian ministry of love 
is safeguarded, and to set up a joint and permanent secretariat. 
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Up to the present, 75 institutions belong to the Federation, and soma 
_ thirty others have signified their adherence in principle. A number more, notably 


in Alsace where they are already regrouped on a regional basis, have so far 


remained in expectation, E.P,S, Geneva 


| GSRMANY The Problem of Prisoners in Russia 
A statement from the Tass Agency in Moscow dated Vay 5, in which it was 
_ announced that all German prisoners of war in the U.S.S.Rey with the exception of 
_ some 14,0(0 soldiers convicted or accused of war crimes, and of 14 sick, had been 
~ sent back to Germany, has caused profound consternation in ecclesiastical as in 
_ other circles in Germany, The Evangelical Relief Organisation for Internees and 
_ Prisoners of War, in Erlangen, points out that the Tass announcement does not repres— 


ent an official Soviet declaration, and says that its figures hare no basis what— 
' ever in fact. 


"The German people," continues this statement, "have long been accustomed 
to sorrow and injustice, but to expect this announcement to be believed is too 


much to ask of this nation pursued by suffering. It is beyond the limits of what 
can humanly be borne," 


; A similar statement was made to representatives of the Press by the retired 
‘Bishop of Wirttemberg, Dr. Theophil Wurm. E.P.S. Geneva, 
| 


_YOUGOSLAVIA Deat of Patriarch Gavrilo 


. Patriarch Gavrilo, Primate of the Orthodox Church of Yougoslavia, died 
Suddenly on May 7 in Belgrade, at the age of 68, 


In November 1946, Patriarch Gavrilo was able to return to Belgrade and 
‘resume his spiritual office after a compulsory absence of five and a half years, 
most of which was spens in the prisons and concetration camps of the Gestapo. 


His last words were an expression of gratitude for the help given by the 
World Council of Churches to the Serbian Orthodox Church, E.P.S. Geneva 


Death of Bishop Marahrens 


On May 3 the death occurred at Hanover of Bishop A, Marahrens, Abbot of 
Loccum, He was 75 years of age, In the obituary notice drawn up by Bishop Lilje, 
the Church of Hanover expresses its gratitude te Bishop Marahr;as for helping it 
“to maintain its existence and its unity in spite of serious tensions within and 
dangerous threats from without," 


. In addition to his services to the Church & Hanover, Dr. Marahrens was 
head of the Lutheran World Convention for ten years, E.P.S. Geneva 


. 
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— Now 26 Seventeenth Year May 19, 1950 
" AUSTRALIA Message of the National liissionary Council 


1 The National Missionary Council of Australia (comprising the Australian 

' Baptist Foreign Mission, Australian Board of Missions, Australian Uhurches of 
Christ Foreign Mission Board, Australian Presbyterian Board of 1.ssions, Austral 
/ ian Student Christian Movement, British and Foreign Bible Society, Church Mission— 
_ ary Society, London Missionary Society, Lutheran Missions, Methodist Overseas 
_lissions, Sudan United Missions, Y.3/.C.A. and Y.W,C.A.) met at "Gilbvlla" Menangle 
from April 25-27. The Conference was under the chairmanship of the Archbishop of 
| Sydney and Primate of Australia, The Rt Rev. J.R. Blanchard, who represented the 
Naticnal ilissionary Council at the astern Asia Christian Conference in Bangkok, 
'in December last, was also present, 

4 A Message was adopted by the Conference of the National Missionary Council 
_ of Australia, saying that “having considered carefully the rapidly changing scene 
_ in East Asia, it feels compelled to impress upon the citizen of Australia its far- 
_ reaching significance for this country and the great responsibility of Australia 
concerning the Asian peoples, 


"It is most important", the Message goes on, “thet the fundamental human 

needs finding expression in wide spread upheaval should be sympathetically under— 
stood with a view to such practical assistance as Australia may be able to give, 

and avoidance of attitudes calculated to impair our relationships with our Asian 

neighbours, 


a "We desire to affirm our deep conviction. that only the Christian Gospel, 
leading to the experience of God's infinite grace in the hearts of men, supplying 
“adequate motives and creating right relationships, can lead the people of Asia 
out of the confusion resulting from the break-up of ancient cultural and social 
relations into a structure of society based on justice and freedom Herein lies 
‘the supreme opportunity for the Christian Churches in Asia today and for the older 


and action. 
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"The destiny of Asia and Australia being one there must be partnership in 
- obedience te the Gospel with its call to discipleship, its command to evangelise, 
and its implications for social and political life. 


"The Conference received the report of the Conference of East Asian Churches, 
recently held in Bangkok, wmder the auspices. of the International Ifissionary Council 
and the Worid Council of Churches, representing Churches in India, Pakistan, Ceylon, 
‘ Burma, Malaya, Thailand, China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Indonesia, Indo-— 

_ ‘China and Okinawa, 


"We have been greatly heartened by its testimony to the unchanging power of 

the Gospel at work in changing the lives cf mm and communities. We have also been 

cheered by the report cf the missionary fervour of Christian groups in Asian lands 

Nevertheless many of these groups derived of support hereto received from the 

i Older Churches are i: dire need of help and icok to the Churches of Australia for 

} aid in the continuance of their work. We appeal to ail Christians by prayer and 
stewardship to enter into fellowship with the Churches of Last Asia in making 

: Christ known to the peoples of these lands, 


rc ltl emer i ae a 


"The Church exists by lfission as fire exists by burning," E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Towards the Union of the Presbyterian 


Church and the Congregational Union 


At its Generali Assembly, held in London on May lst, 1950, the Presbyterian 
Church of England adopted at a large majority the following Declaration, pre- 
_ pared by the Joint Conference: 


"Whereas the Congregational Unicon of England and ‘ales and the Presbyterian 
Church of England in the year of our Lord, 1945, did appoint representatives jointly 
to consider the possibility of a wnion of the two and, if possible, to prepare a 

- Scheme of Union, and these representatives have produced a report and prepared a 
scheme which have been considered by the two appointing bodies, and there is at 
this time no sufficient ereement to warrant the consumation of union upon the 
basis of the proposed schemes 


: Nevertheless, the two denominations are of one mind that they shouid enter 
_ into a closer relationship with one another and more effectively cooperate togetler? 


Fi "Now, therefore, the Congregational Union of England and Wales and the Pres- 
_ byterian Church of England, acting as they believe under the guidance of the Holy . 
Spirit, declare before God and the world that, sharing the Christian faith and rh 
inheriting the Reformed tradition, they do now enter into a new and solemn relation- i 
ship, covenanting with God and with each other to take counsel with one another is 
in all matters of common concern, to learn from one another as the Spirit may 
direct, and to seek all opportunities for their mutual cooperation in the service 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they acknowlecgs to “2 sok Head of the Church," 
i. Providing that the Con yegational Union accept this revision, it is hoped 
that the agreed Declaration aa sclemly affirmed by a joint meeting of the 
Assemblies of the two dmominaticns to be held if possible, in 1951. E.P.S, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Work Camps 


800 young men and women from 25 different countries and a dozen different 
religious confessions will take part this sumer in a programme of work camps 
sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. These young 
volunteers~ students, workers, refugees and D.P.s — will work in groups of 30 to 
40 on eighteen especially selected projects in Japan, Korea, the Philippine 
Islands, Cyprus, Western Europe (Belgium, Great Britain, Geriany, Italy) and in 

~ the United States, 


i POM ne ey 


The camps are frankly Christian in character although the invitation to 
participate is not restricted to Church youth of those of any particular back- 
ground. Morning or evening worship services, Bible studies, occasional group 
discussions and personal talks among campers, all coming out of the common 


crvee. 


if 

‘ experience of simple hard work, cut across racial, national and confessional 

; borders. 

; The work projects vary a great deal but each of them represents a particular 
_ Christian concern and is of ecummical significance. The resettlement and rehabi- 
j litation of refugees throagh the Churches in Korea and in Germany; the care for 
4 the young and the old and infirm hidden away in the tenement districts of Harlem, 
_ New York, and London; an experiment in Christian education and community life 

¥ at Le Chambon in France; a reaffirmation of the unity of Christians in a tiny 

_ parish in Belgium; a witness to the love of God which knows no frontiers in the 

_ youth centre in Agape. These are the things tle World Council is concerned with 

4 in its Department of Faith and Order, young people are concerned not with the 

: theory, but with the practical bricks and mortar of ecumenicity, 

‘7 

’ Those who are interested in joining these camps may contact the World 

4 Council of Churches, Youth Department, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva (Switzer— 
land). E.P.S. Geneva 

; UNITED STATES A new Adhesion to the National 

: Council of Churches 


4 
i“ 
i 


ie 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America, at its special executive 
meeting in Philadelphia (April 2 +27), decided to join the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, to be formed this Autumn, thus reversing a 
stand taken by the Conference in January 1949 (see EPS No. 10), 


The oldest and largest cooperative agency of Protestant Churches, the 
Conference is the last of eight interdenominational organisations to vote to 
turn its functions over to the new Council. 


The Foreign Missions Conference has a constituency of 99 church boards and 
agencies, representing 54 Protestant denominations, plus a scattering of indepen- 
dent foreign mission groups, 

E,P.S, Geneva 


ad 
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UNITED STATES Missionaries Ask Recognition of China Republic 
—_————— TS ne enenrenerstonineniaasnon 


According to Religious News Service, New York, early American recognition 
of China's Communist government was urged in a memorandum addressed to Secretary 


of State Acheson by 68 Protestant churchmen, most of them associated with mission 
work in China, 


"Recognition of the People's Republic", the memorandum said, "would provide 
a way of carrying on relations betwwen the United States and China without 
implying on the part of our country approval of the Chinese governmmt‘s philo- 
sophy or ideology. This is in line with the principles already followed by our 
government in regard to certain othe nations", 


The churchmen declared that "reliable information indicates that a ma jority 


of American missionaries in China desire to have our country recognise the present 
governmait.... 


"Christian missions, which, in addition to evangelism, comprise a broad 
programme of medical, educational, social and relief work, operate within the 
_ framewrk ot the People's Republic, but non—recognition tends to militate 

_ against the carrying on of such work by Americans. ! 


| Among the signers of the statement were Dr Wynn C. Fairfield, secretary 

| of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, Dr Rowland Cross, secretary 

» of the China Committee of the F.1,C. and Dr J.W, Decker, a secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, All the signers said that they were acting entirely 
_ as individuals. E.P.S. Geneva 


PORTUGAL An Interdenominational Seminary 


A Protestant interdenominational seminary has been established at Carcave— 
los, near Lisbon, Portugal, it was announced by the Board of Foreign Missions 
_ of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


The Board said its information was received from Dr Charles T. Leber, who 
is making a survey tour of Presbyterian work in Europe, "Though directed by 

_ Presbyt=rian", Dr Leber wrote, "the seminary is interdenominational in facutly 

_ and students: Lusitanian (akin to Protestant Episcopal), Congregational, Lutheran 
and Presbyterian. The whole Evangelical Church of Portugal numbers only about 
5,000 members, The seminary is a centre of Protestant activity. 


"It provides a place for conferences, institutes, seminars, meetings 

and the launching of evangelistic and educational projects. Tt is a rallying 
place for the evangelical forces and is bringing together the divided Protestant 
Segments into a united whole." 


"With all the restrictions and limiations and obvious handicaps which 
burden the Protestant minority in Portugal," Dr Leber continued, "nevertheless 
4 sympathetic attitude towards Protestantism is increasing." EeP.Se Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Premier Assures Primate on hacial Policy 


Replying to a letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury (the lost Rev. GeF. 
Fisher) on behalf of the British Council cf Churches, The Prime Minister, Mr, 
Attlee, writes that he has "read with care the resolutions of the Council" (see 
EPS No. 17), expressing the need, on the grounds of Christian convictions, that 
the traditional policy, opposed to racial discrimination, should be both main- 

_ tained and proclaimed, 


4g Mr. Attlee's letter affirms that the British Government "remain. entirely 
- opposed to racial discrimination in the territories in which they are responsible." 
E.P,.S. Geneva 


_ UNITED STATES ; Churches! Comaission to Clarify 


Moral Issues of Total Yarfare 


. Following the statement, "The Churches and the Hydrogm Bomb" (see EPS 

4 No. 14/15) supporting the appeal of the Executive Committee of the World Council 

_ of Churches in its appeal to the nations for a "gigantic new effort for peace", 

_ the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America are creating a commission 
of Christian scholars, charged with the responsibility of clarifying the moral 
issues raised by weapons of mass destructions. TEhe commission will comprise 20 

_ persons, including some of the leading American theologians and a few laymen of 

_ spezial competence in this field, announces the Rev. Walter van Kirk, Executive 

' Secrétary of the Federal Council's Department of International Justice md Good= 
will. E.P.S, Geneva 


_ CHINA Report on the Church Situation 


Religious News Service in New York prints an interesting comprehensive 
report on the Church situation in China,in its issue of May 2,from a special 
' correspondent in Hong-Kong, 


' "Although conditions vary in different localities, certain gen ralisations can be 
made, Some Christian leaders take a gloomy view of things, others appear over— 
optimistic, but all agree that the experiences of the past years have shown that 

' Christianity has sunk its roots deep into the good earth of China. The faith 

_ of Chinese Christians has held firm against intimidation, ridicule and social and 
» economic pressure. 


"Letters and reports from all over China indicate that Church attendance 

"4 has grown markedly in the past year, both in the country and in the big city 
churches, A Chinese Christian lkader in close touch with rural churches believes 
that they may once more become the vital force they were before the war years, 

_ although their resurgence is bound to be slow, 


"Cottage services: An interesting development in one of the big city 
churches is a series of 'tcottage'services being sponsored by a group of young 
adults, The group is continuing its regular church-centred activities, but also 
_ is holding Sunday afternoon meetings at the homes of various members. About fifty 
- persons attend the average meeting. Friends and neighbours, as well as regular 


eins, = a 


church members, are invited, and the children also come. A simple service is 
held, with special emphasis on group singing, and several speakers (iscuss current 
problems. 


"This particular group is made up of white-collar workers for the most 
part, many of whom are having a hard time getting along during the present econ- 
omic stressi They seem to feel that the small home meetings provide an intimate 
Christian fellowship which gives them courage and strength to carry on, 


"Cottage meetings are common in rural areas also where churches have 
not been reopened, or where the authorities frown on larger meetings, as they 
still do in some places, One rural pastor reports he holds no scheduled services, 
but has a service whenever a group of his church members come. 


"Schools: Of all Christian institutions, the middle school appears to be 
the least likely to survive. One Christian leader says he thinks nationalisa— 
tion of the middle schools is inevitable. The middle school is the natural focus 
for the government's indoctrination programme for youth, | 


'Students: Christian students and teachers live and work in a hostile 
climate and extra-curricular activities seriously impinge upon class-work and 
study periods, There has been much less disturbance in the Christian colleges, 
but foreign instructors, especially those who teach history or Inglish, are find= 
ing it increasingly hard to carry on, 


"Hospitals: Varying reports come from Christian hospitals, Almost ail of 
them had labour difficulties. Staff and servants want higher pay, which is hard 
to grant because the Christian hospital has never been a money-making concern, 
owing to the large proportion of free beds and free clinical service it maintains, 


"Tn some places, government authorities have taken over parts of hospitals. 
In others, hospital administrators have been able to make working agreements with 
the authorities, working cooperatively on local health programmes. 


"Travel conditions: Restrictions on travel still hamper missionary workers, 
There is no uniformity in the matter, local authorities aking their own rules. 
In the East China area, missionaries from Nanking and other upriver cities come 
more or less freely to Shanghai, on round-trip passes, which limit their stay to 
a given period. On the other hand, missionaries resident in Shanghai have not 
been permitted to leave the city since liberation. 


"In North China, missionaries travel fairly free especially between Tient— 
sin and Peking. In West and Northwest China, according to reports, missionaries 
may move freely along well-travelled routes. 


"Nevertheless, travel for the foreigner has become a special privilege, 
not a common right, and it is generally agreed that the day when the missionary 
could travel from one end of the country to the other has gone forever," 

E.P.S. Geneva 
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AUSTRALIA Orthodox Religious Life 
The scattering of Russian refugees all over the world has had as one of 


its consequences that even in Australib??5° now a flowering of Orthodox religious 
lifes 


. Before the war there was a Russian congregation in Sydney and another in 

_ Brisbane. When the influx of new refugees set in from China and from Europe 

‘ (with the help of World Council of Churches workers) , church transit~-camp congre- 

_ gations were forthwith set up in the ports, which as immigration went on gained 

_ in scope and continuity as bigger and better-equipped camps were organised. 

Almost all these camps of assembly now have Orthodox chapels for the Russian and 

_ Yugoslav refugees. They are the starting-point for the formation of permanat 

i parishes in the localities where the refugeés are to be resettled, in particular 

' in the big cities of Melbourne and Adelaide, In Perth and Darwin, the western 
and northern ports of Australia, the newly-founded parishes have as yet no priest, 

by reason of the distances involved. 

In Sydney it has already proved necessary to build a second church, for 
which a site has now been procured. Even in distant Tasmania an Orthodox church 
has been opened; The Russian Orthodox diocese of Australia today has 14 parishes, 
with a membership of several thousand, 

The Australian Government, which recently called a professional men!s 
confereice in Canberra, included among the clergymen invited representatives of 
the Russian Orthodox Church and of the Greek Orthodox congregations, in order 


that they might submit their concerns in person. E.P.S, Geneva 
GURL ANY Death of Prdlat Schoell 


Prdlat Dr. Jakob Schoell, retired, who was buried on May 5 in his birth 
_ Place of Béhringen, in Wirttemberg, worked for the ecumenical movement in its 
early days. He attended the worid church conference in Stockholm in 1925 as a 
delegate, and was appointed a member of the Stockholm Executive Comittee. He 
also became a member of the Continuation Committee of the Lausanne Conference of 


Churches in 1927. E.P.S. Geneva 
q GORMANY The Message on Peace 


The message on peace adopted and issued by the Synod of the Evangelical 
_ Church in Germany, meeting in Berlin from April 23-27 (see EPS’ No. 18), was read 
on Sunday, May 14, in all the Evangelical churches in Germany. E.P.o, Geneva 


 GURMANY Thanksgiving Services 


Two Evangelical parishes in Dtisseldorf recently held services of thanks— 
iving in their churches for the return of their pastors from imprisonment in 
_ Russia. Both pastors had been condemned to 25 years! forced labour, but were, 
reports the Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel, Bielefeld, subsequently granted: 
- unexpected pardons, E.P.S, Geneva . 
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International Artists! Conference at the Ecumenical Institute 
nS SNe SCumenical institute 


| Thirty-eight representatives of the graphic, literary, musical and plastic 
_ arts and art critics and theologians from England, Finland, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States took part in a five-day 

_ conference held at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, and discussed 
_ four themes, which were introduced by the following speakers: 


g 1) Issues involved in the conflict between Art as a mission or engagement 
_ and Art as a means of self-expression (Dr Rudolf—Alexander Schrdder, Germany) ; 


! 2) The problem of Christianity and Art, especially in recent centuries 
(Dr 0. Hartmann, of Sigtuna, Sweden; 


3) The various reflections of or response to the reality of the present 
_ cultural crisis in the various fields of art (Professor Gerardus van der Leeuw, 
' Netherlands, who was chairman of the conference); 


a 4) The calling and mission of art as a creative expression of the human 
_ mind (Denis de Rougement, Switzerland), 


An exhibition held in conjunction with the conference included work of 
the Swiss painter Willy Fries, illustrations to the Old Testament by Robert 

_ Pillods (France), woodcuts and photographs of the sculpture of Wilhelm Gross and 
Fritz von Graevenitz (Germany). -@adings of their poems were given by Professor 
Stanley Hopper (U.S.A.), John Heath-Stubbsand Richard Heron lard (Great Britain), 
_ Hans-Joachim Haeckert (Germany) and li, Edmond Jeanneret (Switzerland). The 
Atserican singer Maria Wallerstein demonstrated how the voice is used in Singing 

_ opera and in liturgical worship. lirs Gertrud Afthan sang Finrish songs, Hans- 
' diirgen Uhde (Germany) gave a pianoforte recital of music by Bela Bartok. 


The participating artists, who included members of the Anglican, Lutheran, 
“Hennonite, Reformed, and Orthodox Churches, expressed the wish that further con- 

_ ferences dealing with contanporary problems of the artist and the responsibility 
of the Church might be held,and they also urged that an international exhibition 
(of Christian Art should be arranged for the 1953 Assembly of the World Council 

of Churches in the United States, ; E.P.S, Geneva 
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: New Research Secretary 


of the I.M.C. 


’ The International iMissionary Council announces the appointment of the Rev. 
Grik W. Nielsen as its Research Secretary in succession to Dr B.G.N. Sundkler (see 
'E.P.S. No. 21, 1949), 

5 lir. Nielsen, who was born in Denmark, is a member of the Lutheran Church 

in that country. He received his theological training in the University of Copm- 
_hagen and has since undertaken special studies in the History of lissions and the 

_ relation of Indian Religions to Christianity. On his graduation in 1944, Mr. Nielsen 
or ved for a year as pastor of a church in West Jutland; in 1945 he was appointed 

_ Study Secretary of the Danish Missionary Society, and in 1947 was appointed by tle 
Danish ifissionary Council as leader of its training course for missionaries at the 
a Bible School, He is the author of a number of books on missionary subjects. 


It is expected that Mr. Nielsen will take up his appointment in June. He 
will spend some weeks in visiting various centres in Europe before assuming his 
“responsibilities in the London office of the International iissionary Council. 
u.P.S. Geneva 


KORA A Presbyterian Named Sducation Minister 


a Dr George Paik, President of Chosen Christian University in Seoul.and a 
leading Presbyterian, has been named Minister of Education in the Korean government, 


. Born in Korea in 1895, Dr Paik received his early education in Korea and 
‘in China, and later studied in the United States, He received a doctorate in theology 
‘from Princeton University and Yale University awarded him a Ph,D.degree, E.P.S.Geneva 


CHINA  * Seven Tasks of the church at the Present 
+ Time 


| "At this time when a New China is being created the Church should respond 
to the needs of the hour to make its individual contribution to the nation and 

_ society", declared Dr H.H, Tsui, General Secretary of the Christian Council of Christ 
in China (The Church, Shanghai, April 1950). According to Dr Tsui, in addition to 
the primary tasks of the Church, the following seven goals should be aimed at: 


"1, Begin To Study. It is impossible to understand the age without study- 
ing it", said Dr Tsui, "All literature dealing with the new age should be studied... 


a !2, Start Productive Work... The Church should be the first to respond 
to the call of the People's Government for Production and Economy. It should take 
a vital part in responding to local needs. Preachers shou?.d take the bead in 

_ productive activities to strengthen the Church's self=support. 


4] "3, Constant Self-criticism... There should be all possible self-correction 
+. and a readiness to correct faults as they are discerned. 


q 4, Promote Cultural Education, All cultural activities of the Church 
which are not in opposition to the principles cf New Democratic education should be 
“proceeded with and in addition popular education should be encouraged to wipe out 
illiteracy and raise the level of public knowiedge. 


a 
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"5. Unite the Sections of the Church... The age of church denominations, 
coming out of the 'Mission! background, is over. The Church of Christ in China 
should bring together the different Churches and become with them a real unity 
resulting in a greater contribution to society. 


"6, Start Social Service, All activities that benefit the people are a 
part of the work of the Church... Quality not quantity should be aimed at, so that 
the people may know that the Church is their beloved home, 


7. Protect World Peace, The Christian Church is founded on the Gospel 
_ of Peace... The Importance of World Peace Should be emphasised in all gatherings 
_ of the Church so that... the outbreak of a third World War... may be prevented. 


"To sum up," concludes Dr Tsui, "the Church isthe Church of the People; 
’ ’ 


i it should... move towards the people... and correct its mistakes thab it may bene- 
_ fit the nation and society," E.P.S. Geneva 


| UNITED STATES New Trends in |issionary Interest 
 ~  aa aenel a 
An increasing number of Protestant missionaries going to foreign fields 
' "are teachers and technicians rather than preachers or evangelists", says a report 
_ released by the Foreign llissions Conference of North America, which attributes 


_ing the world's backward areas and to the need in mission fields for technical 
"assistance and knowledge," 


qi The largest increase in any category of missionary specialists between 1947 | 
_ and 1948, the report said, was in education, which saw a jump from 192 to 294, New 
‘agricultural and rural specialists increased from 7 to 17, medical personnel from 


_ 124 to 130, In Japan alone, the total has rism from 8 new missi onary teachers 
_ in 1946 to 103 in 1948, 


The report also indicated that more missionaries today are college trained 
_and an increasingly large percentage are going to Japan, India and Latin /merica, 


Among new missionaries, the number of college gradvates increased from 

459 in 1947 to 545 in 1948, while the number with graduate or professional degrees 
rose from 235 to 368, The figures showed a decrease in the nuaver of ordained 
‘ministers, The drop went from 237 in 1947 to 175 in 1948. Those who went as 
€van-elists fell from 304 to 253, 3.P.S, Geneva 


UNIT=D STATES Pakistan's Gratefulness 
q According to "Religious News Service", Begum Liaquat Ali Khan, wife of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, visited Church World Service headquarters in New York 
to thank representatives of "the Christian Churches and institutions which stood 
ty us during the suffering and turmoil of partition," 


The Begum, who is visiting the United States with her .husband, was presented 
With a bouquet of 23 roses by Fred W. Ramsey, Executive Vice=President of C.W.S, 
He said each rose represented on= of the 23 denominations which had joined in 
‘overseas relief work, Church World Service gave over $1,000,000 in clothing, food 
and other aid to Pakistan between Au_ust, 1947, and April 1, 1950. 7%.P,S. Geneva 


_ the trend to "Church interest in President Trumants Point Four programme for develop— 
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organised and measures taken for raising the standards of training for clergy and 
_monks, or whether the present rather unsatisfactory conditions shall continue 


_ training of Sunday School teachers, Others aim at setting up hostels and centres 
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UNITID STATES The Ecumenical Ship in Stained Glass 


ee ee 


After many requests, the New York office of the World Cowmcil of Churches 
is ordering coloured stained glass plaques of the "ecumenical ship'! which has 


-been using as a symbol of the ecumenical movement. Six inches in diameter and | 


suitable for hanging in windows, the plaques may be ordered through EPS New York 


for $5.00 each, =.P.S, Geneva 
EGYPT Dispute within the Coptic Church 


Ever since the setting up of the Coptic Community Council in 1883, there 
has been continuous tension between it and the hierarchy of the Church concerning 
the limit of the Council's prerogative. In particular the question of control 
over the extensive endowments of the bishoprics and the monasteries has been a 
constant cause of dispute, Though various lesal decisions have been given in 
the courts in favour of the Cormaunity Council, it has been almost impossible for 
these judemmts to be enforced, 


During the past five years tension between the last Comunity Cowmeil and 
the Patriarchate has steadily mounted and the climax was reached when the Community 
Council failed to organise fresh elections, as its Constitution required, in 
October 1949. The reason fa the delay given by the Council was that it had sub- 
mitted to the governmat early in 1949 a proposal for the modification of the 
Council's electoral system, but had received no reply, When early in 1950 the 
Council finally decided to proceed with the elections under the old system, and 
appointed representatives to register. the names of those qualified to vote, an 
organised attack was made on tle room in which they were meeting, and the lists of 
voters’ destroyed. The Patriarchate claimed that, as: the Council, had exceeded its 
period of dfice, its action was null and void. 


The legal aspect of the dispute was referred by the covernment to the 


Council of State, which gave its opinion that the judgments of the Community 
- Council given after October 1949 on such questions as marriage, divorce and wills, 


were valid, but that a law should be passed clarifying the situation of the 
Council and authorising the liinister of the Interior to appoint a temporary Coun- 
cil for the holding of fresh elections in the event of any Council failing to 
carry this out before its peri od of office expired. A draft law along these 
lines was then submitted to Parliammt, In spite of the opposition of the meme 
bers of the Council who pointed to the fact that several preceding Councils had 
remained in office unteil their successors were officially appointed, Parliament 
passed the law, andthe Minister of the Interior has now appointed a temporary 
Council. Upon the result of these elections may depend the future of the Church 
for the next five years, as to whether its financial administration will be re- 


unchanged. 
Fortunately the quiet study work of the many lay societies for reform con- 
tinues uninterrupted. Some of these are concerned with opening day schools for 


Coptic children in the villages, Others concentrate on Sunday Schools, and the 


for Christian students, where Bible study forms a major element in the programme, Wi 


i 
‘ 


_ Others publish magazines and books for Christian readers, It is in the contri- 

_ bution of these volunteer groups to the life of the Church that the hope for the 
_ future really lies, The only cause for regret is that these societies, numbering 
_ several hundreds, have not hitherto seen their way to more active--co—operation 
among themselves, E.P.S, Geneva 


Agreement on the Treatment of Minorities in India and Pakistan 


} "It is with a feeling of relief that the country and the world at large 
_ has heard of the final agreement reached between the Prime Ministers of India 

and Pakistan on the treatment of minorities throughout the territories of the 

countries", writes "The Guardian", Christian Weekly Journal of Public Affairs 

(Madras, April 13, 1950), 


"The agreement proves that at the top levels at least the two countries 

_ did not hold irreconcilable views", the article goes on. "The agreement has been 
received with more solemnity than rejoicing for there remains the real task of 
inplementation, 


"The principle agreed upon guarantees to minorities 'comuplete equality 
of citizenship, irrespective of religion, a full sense of security and personal 
honour, freedom of movement within each country, freedom of occupation, speech 
and worship, subject to law and morality'. The agreement alse provides for resto— 
ration of property to evacuees who return before December 31, 1950. 


"Pandit Nehru gave a personal assurance to Parliament that Pakistan is 
not theocratic but democratic, It was ‘Islamic! in an idealistic sense like 
'Ramarajya', which Hindus hoped to establish," 3.P.5, Geneva 
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Meta OsOs Can a Komsomol Membe have a Church Wedding? 


A Komsomol member (Communist Youth) in Kaliningrad = formerly Konigsberg 
in East Prussia = put tle following question to the leaders of the movement: In 
my quality of Komsomol manber, can I Have a church wedding according to the wish 
of my future wife? 


"Komsomolskaia Pravda" of March 21, 1950 answers and writes: "Bolsheviks 
stand for science, but religion is something opposed to science. Therefore the 
Communist Party has been carrying on, and is still carrying on, the propaganda 
of scientific knowledge directed against every sort of religious prejudice. The 
Komsomol which assists the Party... inculcates in young men and women the Marxist 
Leninist philosophy", 
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"It is clear", goes on ‘Komsomolskaia Pravda', that "religious beliefs 
are profoundly alien to cur convictions and opinions md fundamentally contra- 
dict the tasks of Communist education.,. That is why the Komsomol obliges its 
members to fight against religious prejudices". 


"You, a convinced atheist," continues the report, - you possibly think 
that if you get married in church without changing your convictions, you will 

not be committing a grave violation of the Komsomol Charter?,., Such conduct would 
be an open violation of the Charter. It wouid be opposed to Communist morals and 
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would be incompatible with the title of Komsomol members... 


"There are still certain young people in our country wider the influence 
of religious prejudices, They go to church, carry out religious ritual, use the 
services of fortune tellers and believe in various signs. It is necessary to 
carry out patient work of explanation with them, to convince them of the folly 
and harmful nature of superstitions and prejudices, 


"What will the youth think of you", concludes the article, "if they know 
that you have not been able to change the convictions of your future wife 
or to explain to her where she has gone astray, but have yourself waived your 
convictions and principles and gone to church? They will say: this is not a true 


Komsomol member!," E,.P.S. Geneva 
GROAT BRITAIN Against Racial Discrimination 


On behalf of the British Council of Churches the Archbih op of Canterbury 
has written a letter to the Prime Minister of the British Government, from which we 
quote (see also EiS No, 20): 


"There can be no doubt at all that grave suspicions have been created in 
the minds of many Africans and others that this country is inclining to abandon 
its traditional policy, and even though these suspicions are quite unjustifiable 
they can only be eradicated by a strong and repeated reaffirmation by His Majesty's 
Governnm t in the plainest of te:ms that the Governmmt is mtirely opposed to 
racial discrimination in territories for which it is responsible". 


In his answer the Prime llinister states: 


"I have no hesitation in responding to your invitation and saying that there 
has been no alteration in the policy of His Majesty's Government and that they 
remain entirely opposed to racial discrimination in the terr:tories for which they 


are responsible," B.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Congregat:.onal Union Assembly 


The 118th Assembly of the Congregational Union of Inglad and ‘/ales, meeting 
in festminster Chapel, London, from May 15 ~ 18, heard a challenging address from 
the chairman, Dr. H.F. Lovell Cocks, Principal of Western College, Bristol, on 
"A Reborn Church", There was enthusiastic response to the plea made by the Secre- 
tary, the Rev, Leslie F. Cocke, for a forward movement to deepen the spiritual 
life of the Churches and provide resources to equip them for their task, The 
Assembly heard an exposition of the diversity of spiritual gifts within the unity 
of the vhuréh, by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, 


The Assembly welcomed and endorsed the recent statement of the British 
Council of Churches with regard to the Hydrogen Bomb (see EPS No, 17), adding 
& sucgestion that the Council should seek the co-operation of other national 
voluntary bodies in framing and presenting a joint memorial embodying the proposals 
contained in it,°the British Government, 
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The Assembly also welcomed the Prime Minister's assurance that the Govern- 
ment remains entirely opposed to racial discrimination (see 2PS No. 20) in the 
territories for which it is responsible and affirmed its conviction that a trans— 
fer of territory should not take place without an explicit proviso that the 
policy of education for full citizenship without distinction of race or colour 


will both be safeguarded and continued. E.P.S. Geneva 
FIJI ISLANDS Women's ‘iaid Day of Prayer 


On February 24, Christian women all over the world kold their Wérld Day 
of Prayer, to serve in the deepening of spiritual communion among them, How 
widely this year's Day of Prayer was observed may be seen from this report from 
the Fiji Islands, published in the April 6 issue of "The Guardian", the Christian 
weekly journal for public affairs appearing in Madras, India: 


As the 180th meridian passes through the Fiji Islands, it is on this line 
that the world's day dawns, Thus, on February 24, the Christian women of Fiji 
gave a lead to the Women's World Day of Prayer, At 6.30 aame, in the Methodist 
Indian Church in Suva, a congregation of women of different races gathered for 
» prayer. The order of Service which had been prepared by a Japanese Christian 
_ ‘for use in 81 countries, was used, and, in addition to using the Hindi transla- 
_ tion which had been obtained from India, worship was conducted during that early 

morning hour in Telugu, Fijian and English (24 Fijian women were present). In 
the afternoon, another congregation assembled for prayer in the Suva Methodist 
Fijian Church, and, in the evening, a third prayer meeting was heli in the Pres-— 


_ byterian Church, E.P.S. Geneva 
HUNGARY Joint Discussion by Heads of Hungar- 


¢ ian Reformed and Lutheran Churches 


The bishops and higher officers of the Reformed and Evancelical Lutheran 
_ Churches of Hungary have, announces the Hungarian Church News Service for May 15; 
decided in future to discuss monthly the topical questions facing both Churches. 
; E.P.S,. Geneva 


BRAZIL Dr. Niemdller's Visit to Rio de Janeiro 


/ Under the heading "Niemodller encompassed by universal veneration," a 

_ correspondent of the "Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung" of May 19 reports on the 
three days spent by Dr. Martin Niemdller in the Brazilian capital on his way to 
other South American cities. Dr. Niemdller preached in the German Evangelical 
church of Rio de Janeiro, and in the big Presbyterian church, which possesses out 
of the million and a half Brazilian Evangelicals (total population 45,000, 0) 
"the largest membership after the Baptists," 


"It is for the first time and probably the only time in my life that I 
am standing in this pulpit," said Dr, Niemdller in his sermon to the German con 
gregation, "and so 1 shall speak about what really matters." And then, says the 


MPrankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung"'s account, "he spoke in his own simple and penetrat- 
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ing fashion,.. of the last twenty years, in which man had sought to become 
superman, and had lost his semblance of man altogether... The way in which the 
preacher linked up this phenomenon of the present day with the Glad Tidings of 
the Gospel had an absorbing effect... thanks to the realisation that this man 
meant what he said and had himself done what he demanded of others. Nota word 
was said of his personal experiences..." 


In the Presbyterian Church "the gathering listened mthralled to what 
was said on Nieméller's personal experience, which was rendered sentence by sene 
tence into Portuguese," and culminated in "the simple description of the great 
religious miracle that took place in Hitler's time, when confessional limitations 
collapsed," and "the one great division was completed" between those who con= 
fessed Christ and those who denied Him. 


Interest in Dr. Niemdller was not confined to the Zvangelical circles 
in Rio. A strict Catholic, the well-known Brazilian economist and intellectual 
leader Augusto F, Schmidt, concludes his article on Dr, Niemdller in the "Correio 
da Mahha" with the words, "He (Nieméller) is one of the moral powers in the world 
of today, His fame is gone into all the world, and he is mcompassed by an atmos- 
phere of universal veneration, shared by adherents of all confessions." 
E.P.S. Geneva 


SCOTLAND Record Church Contribution 
The times may be hard and money is reported on all sides to be short, 


but a recent report states thatthe Presbyters of the Synod of Clydesdale have 
contributed the record sum of $1,025,809 during the past year ~ an increase 


of £32,398 over the total of 1948, E.P.S, Geneva 
' CANADA Record Sunday Collection for Missions 


The Peoples! Church, Toronto, in andependent congregation, recently took 
a Sunday collection for missionary work which anounted to $160,000. This creates 
a new record for Canada. One Elder said, the secret of the generous giving was 
prayer. The church usually holds prayer-services every day, sometimes twice 
daily. "Many of our members are tithers", he said. "Some of them give much 
more than a tenth of their incomes, Many young people give {)1 a month out of 
their allowances. The choir alone raised $10,000," E.P.S. Geneva 
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5 and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Nazi Victims aided to Emigrate and Re-settle on Reparation Funds 


Sixty-two victims of Nazi persecution in Germany and Austria have been 
- @abled to emigrate to U.S,A., Australia, South Africa and various South American 
countries and another 56 helped to start small businesses in France, from that 
portion of the Paris Reparation Fund channelled through the World Council of 
_ Churches on projects approved by the Fund's trustees. The Fund, nine-tenths of 
_ which is allocated to Jewish welfare agencies and the remaining 3, 0,000 U.S. 

_ dollars to non-Jewish agencies, is the proceeds of sales of valuables, taken 
away from "persecutees" who died in concentration camps, hidden by their Nazi 
guards, recovered after the Allied Armies'entry and sold for providing financial 
- aid to surviving "persecutees" uncer the 1946 agreement between U,S.A., Great 
_ Britain, France, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. Most of these people aided by thw World 
Couneil of Churches are also victims of racial persecution. 


The Swiss Evangelical Church welfare agency (HEKS) has alr eady received 
through the World Council 100,000 Swiss frances for aiding victims who have settled 
in Switzerland,where there are 200 cases of need, 


The World Council of Churches has been helping families to be re-united by 
emigration. Of the 62 evigrants, 27 have gone to the United States, 2 to Austra- 
lia and the others to France, South Africa, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile and 
Colombia. Some of them are manual labourers, others professional people, but all 


Altogether, up to May 1, 1950, 22,119,210 French franos had been paid to 
such victims, who need equipment for ther work, by the Chaplaincy for Protestant 


/ 
Foreigners in France. 
. oF... Geneva 


express their joy at being able to start life afresh and forget past victimisation. . 
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The Ecumenical Institute Finds its Permanent dome 


At the meeting of the Board of the Ecumenical Institute held in Geneva 


_ the members were informed that a substantial gift has been received from lr. John 


_ dD. Rockefeller Jr, for the purpose of buying the Chateau de Bossey (near Geneva) ) 


and the necessary transformation of the Cu*+eau- 


In reporting this gift, the Secretary, Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, pointed 
out that the Chateau had originally been rented. But now that four years had gone 


by and the Institute had found its feet, it was most desirable that it should have 


its own building fully adapted for its purpeses, After a careful study of the 
programme and work of the Institute lir. Rockefeller had decided to give the Insti- 
tut its permanent home, Thus the Institute, which is under the auspices of the 
World Council of Churches, and the operating expenses of which will have to come 
increasingly from the regular budget of the World Council, will be able to continue 
its programme of courses and conferences,where laymen of all professions are helped 
to discover their specific Christian vocation in their secular field of work, and 
where members of many Churches are introduced to the problems and joys of the 
ecumenical task of our generation. E.P.S. Geneva 


Visitor's European Guidebook 


"A Visitor's Guide to Church-Aided Projects in Europe!’ has been published 
by the World Council of Churches to help visiting Church leaders and other inter- 


been cone in Europe by Christian Churches. 


Rrepared by the publicity office of the Department of Inter.Church Aid, 


the 40-page printed brochure lists individual projects, names and addresses of 
_ileaders, and is illustrated with maps, 


Holy Com:union in the Church of England, 


ested persons. to see important reconstruction and inter—church aid work «hich has 
| 


People who expect to travel to Europe this year can obtain copies from 
the World Council of Churches offices in Geneva, New York and London, and at key 
denominational and inter-church aid offices in the United States, Great Britain and 
f 


Western Europe. B.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN The Church of England and 


the Church of South India 


Before the full Synod of the Convocation of Canterbury, the Bishop of 


' Chichester introduced on May 24 the report on the Church of South India of the 
_doint Committees of the two Convocations (Canterbury and York). Concerning the 
_ admission to Holy. Communion and permission to celebrate Holy Com union, the Bishop 


"Provision is made with regard to all communicant members of the Church 


of South India (CSI) as follows: 


"{a) Members of the CST whd were formerly Anglican comuunicants may receive 


ae 
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"(b) Other communicant members of the CSI may receive Holy Communion in 
the Church of England as visitors from a Christian communion overseas, at the 
discretion of the bishop. If they become habitual communicants the claim of the 


Church of England to full conformity with its requirements should be presse? upon 
their conscience, 


"(c) Members of the Church of England visiting South India may receive 
Holy Communion in the CSI, 


"Next comes the question of Ministry, Our recommendations are as follows: 


"(a) That all ministers of the Church of South India may be invited to 
preach in our churches on suitable occasions, at the discretion of the bishop, 


f(b) That bishops and priests of the Church of England visiting South 
India may celebrate and preach in the Church <? South India, if invited.,... 


"The relationship expressed in the unanimous recommendations just expounded 


may be described as ‘limited intercommunion *, Intercommunion, whether limited or 
otherwise, does not necessarily involve inter-celebration, But some recommendation 
as to whether or no episcopally-consecrated or ordained bishops and presbyters of 
the CSI might celebrate in our churches seemed necessary, not less, perhaps, in 
view of the fact that we recommend that clergy of the Church of Encland should be 
free to celebrate in churches of the Church of South India is invited, There was 
a considerable ‘division of opinion as to what that recommendation should be, for 
example, whether to separate former Anglican bishops and priests from those conse= 
_ crated or ordained since the union; on what terms permission might be given; and 
whether b:.shops and presbyters consecrated or ordained at or since the union might 
be permitted to celebrate at all, 


"In the end it was decided that the former Anglican bishops and priests 
and the newly consecrated bishops and presbyters should all be ‘included in the 


same recommendation, without distinction: but on the main issue the Joint Commit tees 


_ found themselves again compelled to ask the Convocations to postpone a final judg- 
ment for five years, while recognising that individual diocesan bishops, as a 

_ matter of administration may, at their discretion, allow or not allow episcopally 
consecrated or ordained bishops or presbyters to celebrate the Hol Comunion in a 


church by invitation of the incumbent. But a clause was added to the following 
effect: 


"@it being understood by all concerned that, in view of the conditions of 
Church life in England as outlined at the end of the Report of the Joint Commit tees 
headed "Celebrations of Holy Communion", anyone accepting such permissions will, 


for the present, celebrate only in churches under the jurisdiction of the bishops 
of the Provinces of Canterbury and York ,! 


Ge, ee ee eae 


——— 


"The inclusion of this "understanding! was also the subject of long and 
difficult discussion on the Joint Committees, I would call special attention to 
i the reference to conditions of Church life in England as the governing considera- 
tion, The Joint Committees do not in any way deny the reality of the experience 
of a new and rich unity in Christ which has come to the Church of South India: 
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but they beg their brethren in South India to remember how widely different is the 
situation at home from that in South India, and they add: 


"tWe recognise that, on the presuppositions of the Church of South India, 
_ it is matter of principle that its members should seek to enjoy freedom of inter— 
comiunion with 211 its parent Churches, But we would ask the CSI to recognise 
that for many members of the Church of England the reverse of that position is 
equally a matter of principle, and that many others, though fully prepared to 
approve this freedom of inter-communion, would regard willingness on the part of 
_ the CSI to accept for the present the limitation of its claims of freedom in this 


respect in the cause of Christian unity at home as a signal contribution of wisdom 
and charity,.! 


"It is a provision for the present — the most, so to speak, that the 

Joint Committees feel able to recommend. I am very conscious myself of the inherent 
_ difficulty of an offer made to one parent Church, while restricting its relations 
wth others, when the Church of South India desires to be permangmtly in full 

_ communion and fellowship with all the Churches with which its constituent groups 

_ have had such communion and fellowship. None of us ought therefore to be sur- 

prised, especially in view of what the Synod has already said to the General 
Council of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon, if ministers of the Church of 
_ South India are unable to accept an invitation to which this uncerstanding is 


_ attached." E.P.S. Geneva 
CANADA Developnent of the United Church 


Christian Youth Caravan Movement 


| -- Last year the United Church Christian Youth Caravan Movement was initiat— 
ed. Over fifteen young people turned aside from opportunities to earn money and 
gave themselves to volunteer Christian work, These young people, composing three 

_ Caravan teams, served in the Maritimes, Central Canada, and the Province of Saskat— 
_chewan, If the Caravans did nothing eb e, they brought a new faith to those who 

_ served as volunteers, But others were helped as well as the Caravaners. Hundreds 
_ of children were gathered into vacation schools and story hours, hundreds of homes 
_Yreceived visits from Caravaners as they carried out surveys, and many centres were 


led to exclaim, "In these young people we find the spirit of true Christian service." 
= 


4 
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* David I. Forsyth, Secretary, Christian Education, writes in "The United 
Church Observer" of May 15, "the year 1949 may be one of the landmarks of the 
history of the United Church because in that year Christian Youth Caravans were 
initiated." For 1950 more Caravans are planned. Each area that promoted a Caravan 
last year is determined to have another Caravan this summer. There is a possibility 
that this summer the young people of British Columbia will relate their Northern 

_ Expeditions to the Caravan Movement. 

i 
: This year will also see some revision in the Caravan ideas, The Caravan 
of last year consisted of teams that served for a period of five @ six weeks, 
‘This year an opportunity is being given for short—term caravaners and young people 
pes be recruited to serve from one to six weeks, The emphasis this year will be 


related to Church Vacation Schools, Junior Work and house-to-house surveys. The 
teams will serve in rural areas, new housing commmnities and isolated territories, 
E.P.S, Geneva 
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UNITSD STATES Towards a Reversal of Anti-lierger Decision? 


Dr. Douglas Horton, Secretary of the General Council of the Concregation- 
al Christian Churches, expressed confidence that a recent Brooklyn Supreme Court 
decision barring merger of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangel— 
ical and Reformed Church (see EPS No. 11) will ultimately be reversed by a higher 
court, 


Dr. Horton said he was optimistic because, "in general, the higher 
courts are more concerned with interpretation whereas the lower courts are more 


apt to consider the letter of the law," o.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Hebrew Bible now available in Braille 


The Jewish Braille Institute of America has announced that the entire 
Hebrew Bible is now available for the blind in Braille. 


The project, comprising twenty encyclopedia~size volumes, took five 
years to complete. 


Delay in publishing a Braille Hebrew Bible, the Institute's announcement 
explained, was caused by the lack of an internationally accepted Hebrew Braille 
alphabet. Such an alphabet was completed in 1936, subject to revisions by a 
comuittee of prominent scholars. Final revisions were made in 1944 and work on 


the Bible was started soon after that, E.P.S. Geneva 
FINLAND Nordic Clergymen's Conference 


Several hundred clergymen from the Scandinavian countries are expected 
to meet in Helsinki from August 3 to 7 for the eighth Nordic Clergymen's Conference. 
Presiding at the sessions will be Professor Dr. Paavo Virkkunen and Bishop Max von 
Bonsdorff, 


Theme for the conference will be ""In the service of the Gospel just 
now." The real meaning of the New Testament message, its interpretation to modern 
man, the relations of the Church to the State and cultural life will be discussed 
on the basis of introductions given by theologians and ‘clergymen from all. Five 
Nordic Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 


From an African Diary II 


Bishop Stephen Neill, Associate General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, is now visiting several African countries on behalf of the Inter— 
national Missionary Council (see EPS No. 19). On his way up the Nile to Uganda, 
Bishop Neill visited Makerere. 


"Makerere is the Mecca of all the young men and women of East Africa! 
writes the Bishop. "it is the only place in which a boy or girl can go beyond 


the school-leaving standard. At the time of writing, there are 220 students, of 


whom seven are girls, The most remarkable thing about the College is that, ex- 


cept for 20 Muslims, all the students are Christian, 150 'Protestants!’, and 50 
Roman Catholics... 
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"There are two chapels at Makerere, one Roman Catholic and one Anglican, 

in which non-Anglican services are also held from time to time, ‘There are also 

classes for religious instruction...» The most interesting thing I saw at Makerere 

: was the art school, Most of the students when they come have never set brush to 
paper. But the teacher encourages them to slap paint on paper and see what happens. 

‘ But those who have any gift for art quickly begin to develop an idiom of their own. 

: ' They are not allowed to see Buropean art ; or to learn techniques such as perspective, 
until they have begun to be established in their om natural ways... I saw one picture 

! of the Transfiguration, in which our Lord appears very much like a respectable middle~ 

class chief, in the long white robe introduced by the Arabs, and over it a most 

respectable gent's black coat. I was told that sometimes He is shown carrying an 

attaché case}!!! 


"Kano is one of the largest cities in West Africa. The Sudan Interior 

"Mission Poel. li) represents by far the largest mission in Nigeria, with 400 mission— 
aries, 50 stations in Nigeria, and work stretching far over the border into French 
territory. Everything in North Nigeria is very new. The S.1I.M. work was established 
only in 1934", 
: Bishop Neill attended the first conference on theological education 
_ ever held in Northern Nigeria. "People came from practically every group in the 
territories, which are considerably larger than Great Britain — Anglican-Dutch 
Reformed, Church of the Brethren, Christian Refarmed,etc. - though th re is a good 
deal of Bible School work, very little is being done on a higher theological level. 
The number of ordained pastors is extremely small. 


"With such a diversity of folk present, I wondered whether we were 

| going to get anywhere at all. What followed was, I think, more remarkable than 

anything I have yet experienced in my African tour. In se course of the afternoon, 
o were able to pass no less than seven findings, five of them unanimously, two 

with a small dissentient minority. During the afternoon, there were heavy storms 
of rain; the din on the aluminium roof of the chapel was deafening, and at inter-— 
vals we were reduced to speechlessness; at one point I had just got out the words 
'Speaking frankly as Christian brethren! when the heavens opened and it became 
impossible to speak either frankly or as Christian brethren... From time to time, 
4 felt the deep creative movement of Christian fellowship among us, and I have 

rarely been so conscious of a meeting being wholly under the direction of the Holy 
“spirit... We all felt that we were doing more than talk and pass pious resolutions, 
pe were being led to see something of God's plan for His Church in this great and 
exciting territory; we were shewn how very inadequate past efforts had been; we 
“were convinced that there was a call immediately to do something very much better, 
for this growing African Church has to be led forward into taking its own independ- 
ent place in the great fellowship of Christian Churches, and that this was much 
“more a question of spiritual revival within the Church than a problem of finance 


and staffing." E.P.S. Geneva 
"GERMANY Synod Meets in Gbrlitz 


; A Synodal Meeting was held in mid-May of the Evangelical Church of 
‘Silesia, which is responsible for thoSe parishes of Upper Lusatia still remaining, 
and belongs to the Old Prussian Union. 
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A unanimously~adorpted resolution stated that this Church was, as a result 
of its present situation, confronted with the particular responsibility of car- 


_- ing for these parishes and of maintaining the bonds of faith and love with their 
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members in their dispersal. The Synod confirmed the appointment as head of the 


church administration of Bishop Ernst Horning. B.P.S, Geneva 
GERI ANY Soviet Zone to have Untrained Preachers 


The administrative body of the Old Prussian Church at its meeting in 
Berlin, which was also attended by representatives of the Rhineland and West— 
phalian member—Churches, issued an emergency ordinance regarding the pastoral 
office, with special reference to the shortage of pastors in the Soviet Zone, 


_ It lays down that such lay churchgoers as possess a special aptitude for preach- 


ing the Word and for the cure of souls, and as have already proved their worth 


in the service of the Church, may without receiving preliminary theological 


training be called on to take over the office of preacher, E.P.S, Geneva 
FRANCE The Queen of the Netherlands in Paris 


In the course of her official visit to Paris, H.M. Queen Juliana of 
the Netherlands went, with H.R.H. Prince Bernhard, to the Church of the Oratoire, 
where they were welcomed by Pastor ilarc Boegner, President of the Protestant 
Federation of France. 


After going to the sacristy to sign the Golden Book, as Queen Wilhelmina 
had done in 1912, the Queen and her husband visited the apse to see the monument 
to Admiral Gaspard de Coligny, the Protestant leader, who was killed not far from 
there on the eve of the Massacre of St, Bartholomew in 1572. It should be men- 
tioned that Queen Juliana's ancestor, William the Silent, married as his fourth 
wife the Admiral's daughter Louise de Coligny, and it was for this reason that 
her Majesty laid at the foot of the statue a wreath of red and white carnations, 
bearing in white satin the tribute, 'We are thinking of your courage and your 
independence in God." 


The Queen gave to M. Vincmt Auriol, President of the Republic, a 
Bible illustrated by Rembrandt, literally priceless. b.P.S. Geneva 
AUSTRIA Catholics and Evangelicals 


In the course of the wrk being done in Catholic training, reports the 
May 28 issue of the independent Austrian Catholic weekly "Der Volksbote", the 
Professor of Dogmatic Theology of the University of Innsbruck, Fr. Karl Rahner, Sadey 
delivered a lecture with the above title. It was concerned with those Catholics 
and Evan elicals "to whom the Church has become the focus of their existence, and 
to whom Christianity has been, as it was in Luther's time, the source of faith 
and grace." ; 


The present day was described as being characterised by the common 
affliciion of oppression, "It is an oppression from without: a totalitarian mater- 
jalism is arising which seeks the death of every kind of Christianity." But some— 
thing else was observable too - a drawing-together inwards. “Liberalism in 


ont Sys 
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Evan;elical theology is dead. “e can discuss with one another questions which are 
really theological, which are being asked within Christianity today ty both con— 
fessions, The word for today is no longer, 'see how they are at variance with 
one another,' but, 'See how they are once more beginning to take the question of 
truth seriously and push it to its corclusion.! 5 


"Ve are all," ended Prof, Rahner, "under the cbligation to prepare for 

_ the day when we can together in one church praise the one Lord and Saviour Who re- 
deemed us all. And even without going too minutely into confessional differences, 
we can today feel ourselves to be ome in our one love for Christ and in the con- 


fessing of the one Name in which is all salvation," E.P,S,. Geneva 
SWEDEN Church Conference against Atom Boil 


The General Church Conference of over 2,300 members, which opened in Stock-— 
_ holm under the presidency of Archbishop Brilioth and was attended by H.R.H, Crow 
Prince Oscar and by the Archbishop emeritus, Dr, Erling Hiden, unanimously subscribed 
_ to a petition to the World Council of Churches to use every means in its power for 
_ the obtaining of a ban on atomic weapons, The Conference further asked the Swedish 
_ Government to make representations to the United Nations with a view to outlawing the 
atom bomb. (The Executive Committee of the World Sounci 1 has already issued a_resoe 


fee 


, lution on the subject in February ~ see EPS No, 8 PS, ceneva 
_ YUGOSLAVIA The Situation of the Serbian 


Orthodox Church 


+he Serbian Orthodox Church has two seminaries to replenish its depleted 
leadership, one at Prizren with 105 students, and one at Rakovic with 50 students,. 
An additional 100 students will be received in the two seminaries for the avtum 
term, There is also the Theological Faculté of the University of Belgrad with 185 
students, 19 professors and assistan%3. 


sl titi ae at 


Protestant Churches have attempted to establish a joint training centre, 
also a training centre for Lutherans. Discussions of such possibilities continue, 
In the meantime Protestant students may take regular courses in the Universities 
_With special theological tutoring from their own bishops or pastors. ‘Two Protest- 
f ant students are studying in a Roman Catholic theological faculty, and two others 
in the Orthodox theological faculty, 


eee Er 


‘ A large number of priests and pastors have taken up non—clericall work in 
addition to their pastoral responsibilities, .s teachers, farmers, accountants» 

_ secretaries for cooperatives, industrial labourers, etc, The net resu2s has been 
_ described as exceedingly good for the leadership of the Church and their identifi- 
cation with the people, The life of the Church has been greatly simplified and 
re-vitalized by its apostolic-lay character, 

4 


a 80% of the lower clergy (and one bishop) of the Orthodox Church are members 
of the Union of Orthodox Clergy, Tne Union originated in 1889, Its purpose is 

to provide assistance to priests with their ow material needs, with their parish 
Tesponsibilities, and their desire to contribute to the reconstruction of the country. 
also provides a channel of e pression forthe wili of the lower clergy, The Union 


Sinks rt a consumer's cooperative for the priests, small cooperative factories for 


their religious supplies, and a bi-weekly journal, It assists the priests in organ— 
ising conferences, training courses, and programmes of edification for the people, 
‘Two delegates from the Union will participate in the electoral council for the new 
Patriarch on June lo, A similar but smaller 'Union! exists in the Protestant 


Churches, E.?.S,. Geneva 
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Plan for Integrating WCc/CWS Europe DP Operations Approved 


q A management plan to integrate the European Displaced Persons operations of 
_ Church World Service, U.S.A., and the Service to Refugees of the World Council of 
_ Churches has been accepted by the Board of Directors of CWS and ty the Administra- 
_ tive Committee of the W.C.C.'s Department of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees. 


Meeting in Geneva on June 1, the Committee approved an integration proposal 
as submitted by a special Committee of Six and primarily worked out by lir, Roland 
Elliott, Director of CWS DP programme and the Rev. Edgar H.S. Chandler, head of 
_ the WCC's refugee services. The Committee also expressed its appreciation to the 
officers of Church World Service "for excellent co-operation" in working out the 
integration scheme, 


q Actual transfer of responsibility for continuance ¢ the CS DP operation 

_ to the Refugee Division of the WCC will take place on July 1. The new resettlement 

agency will become known as the World Council of Churches! U.S, Displaced Persons 
Resettlement Programme. (Miss Ruth Downing, CWS chief of resettlement activity, 

q will continue in that Baposiy for the WCC programme). 


q ‘The total administration will be administered by Dr. Chandler, who will 
_ have a combined WCC/CWS staff of some 400 persons, ineluding DP and German workers, 
_ Field headquarters will be continued at the present CWS office at lMunich-Pasing, 

Germany, with area offices to be maintained throughout Germany, Austria and Italy, 


q Pastoral services of the World Council of Churches, which provide material 
and financial aid to Protestant and Orthodox pastors and priests among refugee 
Church groups, will be incorporated into the structure of the overall plan and 

integrated with the present religious affairs programme of Church World Service. 

The Rev. Raymond Maxwell will become chief of pastoral services. Miss Ste Stille 


will continue az head of welfare services under the integrated programme, 
; E.P.S, Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Festival of Christian Unity 


"Whitsuntide, a popular holiday with little religious association for people 
generally and only a somewhat remote one for many Christians", writes 'The British 
Weekly', (London, June 1, 1950), "is shaping as a new festival of Christian unity. 


"While the religious side has been increasingly remembered in recent years, 
the ecumenical movement is now sharpening the significance by directing thought 
and prayer towards inter-—Church fellowship... The formation of local Christian 

_ Councils under the auspices of the British Council of Churches has provided the 
machinery for the new observance, and on Whitsunday services of united witness 
took place in London and the Provinces, 


"Westminster in the afternoon provided a colourful scene by a procession 
_ which represented most parts of the world. Following the clergy, choristers and 
_ banners of the Abbey were representatives of the British Council of Churches, 

_ under whose auspices the service took place, the Church of England Council of 
Foreign Relations, the Baptist Union, the Congregational Union, the Methodist 
Church, the Presbyterian Church of England, the missionary societies. 


"Next came members of the Younger Churches, most of the Africans being 
laymen, others including ministers from Ceylon, China, India and the West Indies. 
America and Australia had iheir representatives, Most impressive and significant 
perhaps was the long line of European clergy, including not only the western 
nations but also Estonians, Ukrainians, Poles, Roumanians, Greeks and Russians... 
These leaders of the Anglican, Free and Orthodox Churches, of many lands and dif- 
ferent religious persuasions made a pageant of ecumenical Christianity. 


; #At% one stage of the service, with the Dean cf Westminster, clergy and choir 
grouped in from the High Altar, 2,000 worshippers joined in the prayer that 'the 

barriers that divide us! might be broken down, The 'tongues* of Pentecost were 

_ recalled when Frank Christol, pastor of the French Reformed Church in London read 

a lesson in his own language and Mr. I.A. Mensah read a second from the Fante 


_ they were born'..." E.P,S. Geneva 


_ NETHERLANDS Why are we not Roman Catholics? 


completed a Pastoral Letter on the Roman Catholic Church. For a long time the 
necessity had been felt to define anew the spiritual relation of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church to the Roman Catholic Church, During the years of war there was 
fruitful co-operation between the two Churches; in united action when they had to 
give voice to their criticism of the occupation authorities, in pastoral letters 
_ and in giving material aid to the people during the winver of starvatione 


"After the war the Roman Catholic Church withdrew again into its isolated 
position. But many people asked themselves if we are justified in acquiescing in 
the division of the Church. In recent years centres have been formed here and 
there of small groups of Roman Catholics and Protestants, where the conversation 
_hetween the two Churches is being carried on. This is a private effort, howevey " 
 coneluded the Press and Information Service of the Netherlands Reformed Church, 


Bible of the Gold Coast. The Lord's Prayer was said by all in 'the tongue in which 


A commission of the General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has just 
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; In the document which has just been published such subjects are treated as 
_ veneration of the Virgin Mary, the Mass, the Pope, display of power of the Roman 
Catholic Church, 


\ The commission which drew up the Letter has tried to do full justice to 

_ Roman Catholicism, and has avoided giving a caricature of the Roman Church, 

_ which would have bem all too easy, The piety of the people had to be mentioned 

in this study, it is true, but the commission made an attempt to occupy itself prim- 
arily with the official doctrine of the Church as it manifested in ecclesiastical 

; _ council decisions and papal statements. Over against this the answer of the Bible 

- has been given. 


Considerable space has been given to the chapter on the Virgin liary. This 
has been done because it become more and more evident that Mary-worship takes a 
central place in the Roman Catholic’ Church, which is taking on almost exclusively 
the character of the Church of Mary. It is therefore necessary for Protestants 
to gain an insight into the Mary-doctrine. 
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The commission has written the Pastoral Letter for all menbers of the 
Church. As it wanted to give a clear testimony which could be understood by all, 
one of the members was a non—theologian. Every time that his colleagues threatened 
to use purely theological terms he hoisted the warning-signal and advised them 
to be more intelligible. The result is that churchmen and women will now be able 
to discuss their faith with people of the other confession, and can give the ans- 


wer where formerly they failed to do so, E.P.5. Geneva 
HUNGARY Bishop Ordass Released 


Bishop Lajos Ordass, of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, who was sentenced on 
September 28, 1949, to two years imprisonment on charges alleging "currency mani- 
pulation", and about whom the Churches in the world have been so greatly concerned, 
was released on May 30. The official communiqué announced that the Minister of 
Justice had ordered the Bishop to be set free, because the latter had himself 
asked for the remainder of his sentence to be commuted. 
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In a reply to a telegram from the Religious News Service correspondent, 
Geneva, inquiring about Bishop Ordass! state of health and whether he may now 
carry on pastoral duties, Bishop Lajos Vetoe, Ecumenical Adviser to the Hungarian 
Church, stated: "Ordass was released on grounds of his personal request. He is 
well, He is now with his ow family." 


In his letter of April 25 to the Lutheran World Federation (see EPS No.18), 
Inspector General Dr Ivan Redk, lay head of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, stated 
that he had presented a petition for pardon of Bishop Ordass to the Hungarian 
State authorities on April 14. E.P.S. Geneva 


SPAIN Women's Work in the Church 


Miss Jorgelina Lozada, minister of the Disciples of Christ in Buenos Aires, 
and member of the World Council of Churches'Commission on Life and Work of Women in 
the Church , spent some time in Spain in order to visit Evangelical congregations 
there. : 
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Miss Lozada reported that in Barcelone she preached "before large and 
challenging audiences." She devoted her time to meeting women of the Evangelical 
congregations, either in Barcelona and Madrid, to consider some of the problems 
which were studied by the Commission at its first meeting recently held at the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey (EPS No. 11). A group of 150 women gathered, . 
and.. two pastors also took parte ; 


"There is a great need for some simple courses of study for the prepara- 
tion of women in their work for the Church," writes Miss“Lozada, "This experience 
in Spain makes me see afresh the great opportunity for.women in all Latin America 
who are aware of their responsibility in extending the Gospel of Jesus Christ." 

E.P.S, Geneva 


INDIA ; Indian Named New Metropol- 
entra itan of Anglican Church 


The Rt. Rev. Arabindo Nath liukerjee, Bishop of Delhi, was elected as 
Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and 
Ceylon (Anglican). | “ae 


First Indian ever named to.the Church's highest post, Bishop lMukerjee 
will succeed Dr George C. Hubback, who recently announced his retirement. He was 
chosen at a meeting of eleven bishops, and is expected to be solemnly enthroned 
within the next three months. E.P.S, Geneva 


ABYSSINIA Emperor Dedicates New Protestant Church 


Emperor Haile Selassie formally dedicated a new church in Addis Ababa, 
built by the Swedish Evangelical Mission in Abyssinia, Most of t he funds were 
obtained by public subscription, with the emperor making a sizable contribution. 


Although himself a Copt, Emperor Haile Selassie expressed gratification 
in his dedication address over the building of the new Protestant worship centre, 
"Every Christian," he said, "must have a place of worship, that the Kingdom of 
God may be in the heart of men and that every Christian may be a temple of God," 


An Abyssinian, Kes Badima, is pastor of the hew church, and both Ethiopians 


and Swedish residents are members of the congregation, E,P.S, Geneva 
INDONESIA National Council of Churches Constituted 


On May 28, Pentecost Sunday, the formation of the National Council of 
Churches was announced in the congregations of Indonesia. During the preceding 
week, delegates from 21 of the nation's 29 Churches met in Djakarta to acree on 
the details. The basis working document was a draft constitution prepared during 
and subsequent to a preparatory conference which met in November 1949, 


Since the N.C.C. of Indonesia is a council of Churches rather than ine 
clusive of all or most Christian agencies, a major problem concerned the relation- 
ship of the missionaries and mission bodies to the aw organisation. The dele- 
gates themselves were divided over the issue. Ah experimental attitude will 
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necessarily characterise the Council as it develops the form in which it can co— 
operate with and assist the western agencies in their continuing missionary effort, 


Dit sS.G. Mulia, Chairman of the Preparatory Committee was able to say 
in opening the first business session. "We have longed for years to see this ; 
moment; only now has it become possible to create a national council of Christian 
Churches, For the decade preceding the war, there were discussions concerning the 
point, but previously no determinative action, Now thatthis miracle of God has 
occured, the world will be able to see that we Christians are one people, We i} 
have the will to work together, we believe that the Council will be used by God Hh 
as an instrument to effect a united Church in Indonesia," a.P,S. Geneva | 


Ecumenical Youth Organisation Meets 


The national federation of 22 Christian youth organisations of Indonesia, 
with a membership of 80,000 members, held their second conference since the World 
Conference of Christian Youth, held in Oslo in 1947, during the three days preced- 
ing the National Council of Churches! conf erence. 


The major discussion of the M.P.K.0. conference concerned ways and means 
whereby the Christian will to unity could be implemented without offending or 
alienating large blocks of members in one or both organisations. A national con- 
ference was called to meet in :acassar, July 1951, at which time unification plans 
now under discussion may be consummated. The youth recognised the importance not 
alone of the ecumenical requirements of the:Gospel itself but also of the strong 
Moslem environment within which the Indonesian Christian community has its life 
as a factor in dictating unity. &.P.S, Geneva 
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Religious Liberty Violated in Bali 


Chzistians in one of the dé tricts of Hindu Bali, near Denpasar, the 
capital city, for some years have been facing difficulties at the hands of the 
officials. The Christian village of Blimgingsari, west Bali, was founded out of 
the necessity to provide a home for converts who became divorced, by embracing 
Christianity, from the life of their villages, Christians who have refused to 
pay temple taxes or to join in making repairs on a certain Hindu temple have been 
threatened with eviction, and in some instances have had their property impounded. 
Christians have appealed their case to the various governmental agencies, but to 
date no definitive action has been taken, beyond the admission by the officials that 
there is a conflict between the new constitutional guarantee of religious freedom, 
and the autonomy of the village in which there is no distincticn between religious 


and social customs, &.P.S. Geneva 
BRAZIL Churches Join Together 


Four of the Evangelical Churches of German origin in Brazil, which 
recently joined together to form a federation, have met in Sao Leopoldo for their 
constituent assembly, at which Dr. Martin Niemdller was also present. The Presi- 
dent of the Federation (to which belong over 400,000 churchgoers) was elected in 
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the person of the President of the Evan;elical Church in Rio Grande do Sul, 

Dr. Hermann Dohms, who emphasised the link of brotherhood in the faith joining 

his -ederation to its German mother—church, The assembly decided to apply for 
membership in the Lutheran Wald Federation and in the World Council of Churches. 


The body thus constituted consists of the Evangelical Church of Rio Grande Hit 
do Sul, with 248,000 members, the Lutheran Church in Brazil, with 71,3°0, the i 
Evan elical Synod of Santa Catarina and Parand, with 65,000, and the Synod of 

Central Brazil, with 25,000. The assembly declared the most important respon— 
sibilities incumbent upon it to be the training by the Theological College in 

Sao Leopoldo of the rising generation of pastors, and charitable work, which is 

to be extended as a joint undertaking by the member Churches. b.P.S. Geneva 


U.5.5.Rs Lay Preachers 


A repatriate from Russia now working for the German Church reports that 
arrangements were made for the maintenance of religious observances in the settle— 
ments for the skilled scientific and technical workers transported from Germany 
to the U.S.S.R, Special huts had been erected for the holding of services. 


The Government was permitting the import from Germany of a number of 
Bibles, hymn—books, wooden crosses and vessels for use in these settlement chapels. 
As there was a shortage of pastors, services were conducted by lay preachers, by 
arranvement with the church authorities in Germany and permiss:.on from the 


Soviet administration, 5.P,5, Geneva 
HUNGARY Refresher Courses for Pastors 


The Reformed General Conventus, meeting in plenary session, has drawn up 
an important resolution, amounting to an innovation, concerning the continuation 
of pastoral training after ordination. A proposal by the nation-wide conference 
of theological professors was adopted, and the theological colleges given the 
task of organising with the presidential boards of the church districts concerned, 
These are to cover a period of six to twelve months, and those taking part will be 
’ ae@ecomodated in special boarding establishmmts. Pastors engaged on practical 
work will thus have the opportunity of brushing up their theology, acquainting 
themselves with the results of recent theological research, and in this way 
strengthening the link between the theological colleges and the parish clergy. 

u.P.S. Geneva 


GEniiANY Morning Prayers in Bonn 


As from the week after Trinity, at eight o'clock each morning on days of 
plenary session there will be held in the Federal Council Room of the Parliament 
Building an interconfessional service to be conducted alternately by Evangelical 
and by Catholic clergymen. The deputies have been sent a letter inv’ ting them 
to attend these morning devotions. 


By order of the Presidents of the Federal Council and Federal Assembly, no 
meetings are to be held elsewhere in the Parliament Building while the service 
is in progress. G.P.S. Geneva 
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GiRi ANY Shortage of Pastors in the East 

sos ake ache 2 ele nab hel Ne Moat tl a bade aaa led a mete ca! 
The assembly of the Evangelical Established Church in Anhalt, in the Eastern 

Zone, has: drawn up a resolution concerning the present shortage of pastors, in 

which it is stated that "10% of all Livings in Anhalt are now vacant," and that 

Similar conditions prevail in other church areas of the German Democratic Republic, 


In order to tackle this emergency, the assembly appeals first and foremost 
to the theological students: "Wherever you may be studying," runs the resolution, 


"we are counting on you, when you have completed your studies, to hold to the 4 
Church whose congregations await you uncared~for," | 


The second appeal is addressed to those pastors who had during the church 
struggle to leave their home Churches for the sake of their beliefs, and who are 
now serving in some Established @nurch in the West, Such pastors are asked to 
search their hearts before God and see whether they would not be willing to return 
to the service of their own Churches, Their home Churches were not able to keep 


them in the old days, but are now in urgent need of those brethren who in times of 
trial managed to stand fast, 


Finally, the resolution appeals to young pastors, especially those who are 
unmarried, in the West. "Step into the breach with us for a few years, until we 
are once more able to close the gap from the ranks of our own rising generation," 

E.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Sermons to be Criticised in the Press? 
Seaman’ tenet 


In the course of the "Evangelical Week" organised in Flensburg in the be- 
ginning of June, a large Press conference was held. 


During the animated discussion which took place, one question raised whether 
it could be regarded as being one of the duties of the Press to report and criticise 


the sermons preached, Church leaders present, and laymen als, took a serious view 


of such an idea, "since officiation at a service should under no circumstances be 
regarded as a theatrical representation or an artistic exhibition." Prof, Iwand, 
of Gottingen, maintained, on the other hand, that, while the idea of sermons! being 
criticised in the Press was not an agreeable one, the preacher could only welcome 
the formation about him of groups of laymen "making clear to him, in a spirit of 


brotherly candour, the repercussions of his sermon," E.P.S, Geneva 
FRANCE Pastor Boegner's Successor 


Pastor Pierre Maury, Professor of Bogmatics at the Paris Faculty of Theology, 
has been elected by the National Synod President of the National Council of the 
Reformed Church of France, in succession to Pastor Marc Boegners who has, in view 
of his many duties, relinquished the post he has thus held for twelve years, 

E,P.S, Geneva 


7 
+ } 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE > 
: 17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA ; 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
; the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


ES eS ES TS ZR SSS ORE EEE GSES SET CART SS RT 
q 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items, 


No. 24 Seventeenth Year June 16, 1950 


Se et eh ee em AES OR Sc rE fa A Ha Se ed SA EE eh Le OG A A A SS SE SE SY Se oe ae MR Ga ee Gee SY le Me Ye ey mt Se Ge Me Od me ee Se NEY GRY SE ERE ENE a 
a] 


- UNITED STATES Mission Beards Agree to Trans— 
g fer Chinese Church Authority 


A proposal for the transfer of church athority in China from American 
missionaries to native Protestant leaders was endorsed by the Uhina Committee of 
the Foreign Missions Conference of North America. The endorsement came in a 
| letter addressed to a group of Chinese Protestant leaders who made the proposal 
ast autumn in a message addressed to all U.S. and Canadian foreign mission boards, | 


q In their message, the Chinese group called for turning all administra- ‘ 
_ tive responsibilities over to native Christians and limiting the work of the 
mission boards to special services, 


The American Committee, which represents 44 major Protestant foreign 
mission boards, acknowledged in its letter that future missionaries would be 

- handicapped in travel and be inconspicuous in Church councils and administrative 
tasks, but expressed the belief that "our missionaries are ready to serve under 
these conditions," 


a Also accepted by the Protestant group was the principle of the Chinese 
“message that while mission funds were welcome, "they should be provided without 
"any strings attached." 


The American letter agreed that any financial support should be regarded 2 
as temporary, and that this assistance should be continued as long as requested, i 
especially for the work of the Chinese National Christian Council and institutions ANS. 
of higher learning, 


Since the constitution adopted by the Communists in China guarantees a3 
religious freedom, the American committee said, it was to be hoped that "when con— — ‘ia 

ditions have become stabilised, religious activities can be carried on without 
interference." 
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"We are glad that you have also pointed out," it continued, "that mis— 
sionary work in China has never had any direct relationship with governmental 
policies, and that many missionaries have been aware of the unfortunate political 


involvements of the past and have done what they could from time to time to correct 
them, " 


At another point, the letter said, "the goal of missionary work has | 
always been the establishment of truly indigenous Chinese Churches and of effective 
medical, educational and social welfare agencies, controlled, administered and 
supported by Chinese Christians for the benefit of their om people," 


While recognising the hardships confronting the Christian Church, the 
letter expressed optimism as regards the eventual survival of the Church in Commun- 
ist China, 


"Your message is of incalculable value for present and future guidance, " 
the American letter concluded, "and the boards and societies affiliated with the 
Foreign Missions Conference will consider your counsel carefully in the days to come," 

E.P.S,. Geneva 


NETHERLANDS Appeal from 'Church and Peace! 


The Council of "Church and Peace" (Kerk en Vrede » an interconfessional 


_ pacifist organisation) has recently issued an Appeal to the Dutch Nation against 


the militarisation of the Netherlands. We quote the following: 


",520 Christians have to ask themselves whether they are willing to be 
absorbed into a totalitarian system of untamed and wmchecked brute force, The 
militarisation of our nation is contrary to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Trust in 
brute force cannot go hand in hand with obedience to the command of Christ, 


"Do not say: it is just the same whether we co-operate in the prepara- 


tions for war or whether we do not. This is not true, We did not speak like that 
with regard to national socialism, We must not allow to speak so now. A Christian 
tay not be a defeatist. 


"Do not says what can Ido, I alone? We are called to be obedient in 


_ faith to Jesus Christ. This also means: by word and deed to say NO to militarism. oe. 


"We summon Christians in the Netherlands to break free from the anti+ 


Christian faith in brute force, which forms the background of militarisation nowae 
days. Only in this way we shall be able + if necessary =» to resist totalitarian 
Russian Comunism in a more Christian manner than we did resist totalitarian German 


National Sccialism, 


"Faitn and cbedience in faith is what matters, Your faith and your 
Obedience in faith is what matters. Christians in the Netherlands, you do not belong 


‘to the American or Russian block! You belong to our Master Jesus Christ, Who gave His 
life for us and Who will be also the Saviour of the world of 1950. Do not allow your- 


selves to be brought in. Refuse to co-operate in the militarisation of our nation, 


Trust in Jesus Christ's promises and obey His commands, '! E,P.S. Geneva 
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EGYPT Christian Co-Operation Growing 

"Christian groups in Egypt are working togethe: and planning common 
action in matters of mutual interest," de2la:ed Bishop Andrew Van dér Bronck, 
Roman Catholic Apostolic Vicar of the Nile Dets@ in Cairo on May 24, 


Bishop Van der Bronck is chairman cf the Liaison Committee which was 
founded in 1944 to represent non-lioslen minorities in Church=-state matters, Cathol-— 
ic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox and Jewish communities are represented on the 
committee, 


"Co-operation between Christian groups is strong in igypt," Bishop 
Van der Bronck said, "Whereas a few years ago they were all against each other, 
the Liaison Committee has succeeded in bringing them together, " 


"The Committee", he continued, "is not interested in theological 
questions, but merely operates to decide what common action to take for the pro- 
tection of the interests of the minority against the majority." 


On several cccasions the Egyptian government has recognized the 
Committee and aproached it in matters affecting the minority communities. 


Bishop Van der Bronck said the Ministry of Education had also asked 
the Committee to draw up a common syllabus of religious instruction to be given 
to Christian students in government schools, However, he explained, the Committee 
has not been able to devise a syllabus acceptable by ali the Christian communities, 
"because every Church is trying to teach its full doctrine to its flock," 


Other Committee activities have included teaching the blind to read 
and write and promoting efforts to abolish illiteracy in Egyptian villages, 
&.P.S. Geneva 


# 


GERMANY Students Study Missions 


The World Student Christian Federation reports that the first post- 
war all-German conference on missions by Studentengemeinde groups met at Dassel/ 
Solling, near Hanover, from May 2530, cver Pentecost weekend. 


More than 200 members of the Studentenbund fiir lifission gathered to 
discuss the relationship of student Christian groups te the mission opportimities 
and responsibilities of the German Evangelical Church, 


Among those invited to speak were Dr, Hans Liije, Evancselical Bishop 
of Hahover, Professor D. Walther Freytag of Hamburg. Director of Iissions, and 
lr, Je Kumaresan, theolcgical student from Madras, India, well«known in W.S.C.F, 
circles, 


W.S.C.F, leaders also report vsecent receipt of greetings from a con— 
ference of Studentenbund fir Mission which met at Stralsund, in the Eastern Zone 
in the latter part of April. and’who als reported holding discussions en the 
missionary task of their members, E.P.S. Geneva 
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JAPAN is dvapan becoming Christian? 
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Asked if it wea true that the Japanese people was in process cf becoming 
a Christian nation, Dr. Michio Kozaki, Moderator of the Kyodan (United Christian 
Church of Japan), replied, in an article appearing in the issue for May 23 of 
"The Messenger", the leading organ of the Evangelical and Reformed Church in the 
U.S.A., that the idea which had arisen in the West since the war that the Christ~ 
lanisation of Japan was only a matter of time, “must be tempered by realism." 


2 a ee 


; ‘"One cause of the optimism was the very friendiy attitude which the Japanese 
_ as a whole had to the American occupiers, though the latter had defeated Japan. ec. 

_ From this friendship, many foreign visitors infer that the Japanese will accept 
Christianity... At the same time, it must be acknowledged that more Japanese are 

_ attending their own churches than before the war," 


Dr. Kozaki asked that the following factors be taken into consideration 
in the appraisal of what was at present going on in Japan: 


ee eee a ae 


"Until not many years ago, Christianity had for nearly three centuries 
been strictly prohibited.... The fear of approaching this faith, because it was 
considered antisnat#end]., evaporated when the war ended, 


-_ 
~ 
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. "Another change favorable to Christianity was the alteration in the 
Emperor's position, He had been considered a son of God. Our nationalists and 
militarists even used to compare him with Christ. The end of the war also ended 
that, Furthe more, the form of government has been changed from totalitarianism to 


democracy, All these changés have created an entirely different attitude toward 
Christianity and the Church, 


"It must be emphasised, however," Dr, Kozaki goes on, "that this new atti- 
tude of the people toward Christianity does not mean that they have decided to 
become Christians! The number of Christians is rising much faster than before the 
war, but the rate of increase is still not very great, For example, it is estimated 
that in 1948 more than 45,000 Japanese were converted to Christianity (Protestant 
and Catholic). That is the largest number in the recent history of Japan -- but 
still not great in a nation of some 80 million, 


"I think the process of making Japan Christian will necessarily be slow 
and difficult, There are many obstacles ahead of us, For example, Japan has an 
old civilisation of ha own which includes the well~rooted religions, Buddhism 
and Shintoism. The common people, in their families and comuunities, live these 
religions, 
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"Again, more than the people of most other nations, Japanese read news— 
papers and books, Because of this high literacy, it is very difficult to produce 
in Japan anything like the "mass conversions"... 


"For ‘70 years, the Japanese were educated — and, in part, faced to be 
indifferent to religion and morals, Today they are inclined to feel that rel:gion 
is only for the ignorant, 
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"Finally, among non-Christian Japanese, there are many good persons, 
"great characters', Why, people ask, is it necessary to become a Christian in 
order to be saved? People, whe observe this geod in non-Christians are apt to 
look at Japanese Christians who are not living a life of Christian witness, and 
what thoy see also discourages them from becoming Christians." 


Summing up, Dr, Kozaki stated: 


"In my opinion, it is a good thing that it wiil not be easy to make this 
nation Christian. It means that we ourselves must first be converted to be real wit- 
nesses for Christ. 


"The close fellowship of all Christians, is another prerequisite cf a 
Christian Japan, Today there are many independat missions from America, tied 
together neither in organisation nor Christian fellowship, Such lack of unity and 
co-operation does great harm for the cause of Christianity in the "younger" (mis- 
sion-founded) Churches of nations like Japan, 


"Such are the problems that Jagnese Christians face in a great time of 
opportunity, We strive to create a new Christian nation which will become a wit- 
ness in politics and economics, in the education and in the social life of the 
world, With this great ‘holy ambition", we Christian Japanese appeal to you in 
the rest of the world for your co-operation and prayer, !! E,P.S. Geneva 


A Peace Prise Awarded to the World Council of Churches 


The Committee of the Carnegie Foundation, whose duty it is to award each 
year the Wateler Peace Prius, has given the Prive for 1948 to the World Council 
of Churches in recognition of the Councilis efforts for international peace through 
the Churches, 


The Wateler Peace Prize was founded by the late Mr. J.G,D. Wateler, 
Director of the Orange—Nassau mortgage Bank in the Fagus, who jeft his money to 
the Carnegie Foundation on condition that the interest be used to institute a 
Peace Prius to reward the person or organisation niteh had done the best work to 
further the cause of peace or had discovered the most effective means of dis~ 
couraging war, The Prize is awarded turn about to a Dutchman and to an alien. 
E.P,o. Geneva 


GRMANY "The Church ‘ch Faced with a 


Question it | at cannot | Evade" 


Although the Church was all too often tcH that it was not its business 
to care for the lives of the people, this was a responsibility it could not 
evade, declared Bishop Dibelius at a special service held in the Church of the 
Redeemer in Potsdam on the Sunday of the Kurmark Church Assembly, ‘We are not 
responsible for the cabbage crop or the vranium output, but we are responsib.2 
for the people of this nation. For that is the point where God asks a reckoning 
of us, God's question, "Cain, where is thy brother Abel?" is one that the Church 
can never escape, " 
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Bishop Dibelius also mentioned the question of the worker's right to 
co=responsibility, which is being discussed with much heat both in the East and 
in the West, and he expressed the hope that this controversy might help "to 
awaken a new sense of responsibility towards the working population also." 

G.P.S, Geneva 


’ FRANCE National Reformed Synod 


The National Synod of the Reformed Church of France met at Nimes from 
June 2-5, 1950, presided over by Pastor André, who recalled that the last Synod 
held by the undivided Church in Nimes had been on May 8, 1572. 


The Synod was attended by numerous personalities from abroad, includ- 
ing Dr. Heinemann, President of the Synod of the Evan elical Church of Germany 
and ilinister of the Interior in the Government of Western Germany, and delegates 
from the Reformed Churches of Germany, the Presbyterian and Congregational 
Churches of the United States, the Church of Scotland, the Iteformed Uhurch of 
the Netherlands, the Union of Churches of Belgium, the Belgian i‘ission Church, 
the Churches of the Saar and the Federation of Churches of Switzerland. Many 
delegates said that this Synod would leave a very deep imprint on their memories, 
partly by reason both of the subjects dealt with and of the seriousness of the 
days through which they were passing. The time was far distant when a hostile 
laicism had rejected everything religious, 


Various questions where down for discussion: 


Wald Council of Churches + "The National Synod of the Reformed Church 
of France, giving thanks to God for the mercy He has granted to our Churches in 
arousing the ecumenical movement, 


"Respectfully asks the World Council of Churches to bear in mind the 
signs which warn us that we must 'redeem the time', and to do everything in their 
power to bring about a closer and closer union of the Churches composing it, to 
be their voice in the world and to help them, both by its constant inspiration 
and by its initiative and resolution, to labour without ceasing, each in the 
country where God has placed it, to create a climate for peace. 


"The Synod regards it as necessary that, without allowing itself to be 
rebuffed by their previous rejections or by their often unjust condemnation, the 
World Council should address a clear appeal to those Churches re aining apart 
fron it, entreating them to take pity on mankind, menaced by the most monstrous 
of all wars, and adjuring them to agree that all the Churches concert their 
efforts upon the nations; 


"The Syned recognises with sorrow that insuperable barriers still stand 
between some of them, It refuses nevertheless to believe that the Churches, all 
of whom call upon the Name of the Prince of Peace, cannot in such a grievous 
hour give to their common Lord this minimum of obedience, comordinating their 
action in the field of peace, in order not to render His Cross vain. 


"Tt puts its trust in the World Council for the opening, by thé con- 
certed action of all the Churches, of a road of hope before the nations," 
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War +: The Synod"demands that immediete action be taken urging the var- 
lous Governments and the United Nations to ensure that by means of strict inter— 
national control and the renunciation of the whole principle of intanzible nation+ 
al sovereignties, there be carried out a precess of procressive and complete 
disarmament, beginning with bacteriological and atomic weapons, "! 


The distress of the French population — The National Synod recalled the 
letter sent by the President of the National Council to the heads of the French 
State (see EPS No, 13) concerning the manifest distress of a large proportion of 
the French population. 


The following resolution was adopted: "Profoundly moved by the economic 
and social situation which is depriving so many of our Frenoh brethren of a roof 
over their heads, the National Synod would express to those in public authority 
the depth of its feelings on this subject, It asks them nct to hesitate to 
demand of the citizens of our country the sacrifices indispensable to the remedying 
of this situation, 


"For its own part, it undertakes to ask the faithful of all the Refamed 
parishes of France to accept gladly the measures taken to deal with the pr esent 
state of affairs," E.P.S. Geneva 

A Study Conference on Social Work 

A Study Conference on Social Work took place in the Ecumenical Institute 
of Bossey, near Geneva, from May 26 to June 1, There were about twenty particip— 
ants, all experts in the realm of Social Work, including State Officials. Heads 
of Social Schools and Institutions, and Social Workers, The Conference was held 
under the chairmanship of the Rev. Paul Abrecht, a member of the Study Department 
of the World Council of Churches, and of the Bossey staff. 


Among the main lecturers and participants, Bhere were Mr. S.A, Wiklund, 
Inspector of the Royal Social Board of Sweden, M.P,, Mr. M.Veillard, Judge at the 
Juvenile Court of Lausanne, Drs M,L,Harford, Chief Women Officer of the National 
Council of Social Service, Great Britain, Miss M, Pohek, Officer of the Sco ial 
Service Department cf the United Nations, Mr, Jean Russier, French State Official, 
Colonel Péan, General Secretazy of the Salvation Army in France, Pastor Dr, Wolff, 
Director of the "Stephansstift" in Hanover. etc» 


The purpose of the meeting firstly was te appraise the positive values cf 
the dangers of the present social evolution of Social Werk, which tends to be taken 
over more and more by the State, and therefore to become impersonal. And secondly, 
it was to see what function and responsibilities incumbait on the Church in this new 
situation where the field left to private initiative is increasingly limited, 


‘One Commission tried to formulate in the light of the Christian view of 
man and socictyz and to see more clearly where the co-operation of private organir 
sations was needed in the planning and social reform and practical pioneer wrk, 
A second Commission dealt more specifically with the social worker himself, his 
training. his status, the difficulties of his task and the understanding and paste 
oral care he wag entitied to expect from the Church, Several wishes were expressed 
at the end cf the meeting as to its follcwings, Among the problems which appear 
most urgent and would be usefully décussed in an ecumenical setting two were speciale 
ly mentioned: juvenile delinquency and penitential reform, E.P.S, Geneva 
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Confereane on Ecumenism in the Local Church 


A conference of ahout 30 participants was held at the Ecumenical Insti- 
tue at Bossey cn the means of making the ecumenical concern real to the ordinary 
congregation and parish. 


This conference had the character of a consultation in the sense that 
it was not of the usual type of series of introductions and discussions, but 
consisted mainly of reports from various Churches and countries about what is 
really happening in ecumenical respects "at the grass-roots", The Institute 
took the initiative for such a gathering in the conviction that those who try 
to make the ordinary parish ecumenically alive have the hardest job of all 
in the Scumenical Movement. It is comparatively easy for people at the top- 
level of the Churches and the ecumenical movement to be ecumenically minded. 
It is also comparatively easy for the Churches, organised in the World Council 
of Churches, to be ecumenical at a distance. The great test, however, comes 
at the parish and local level. 


The conference proved to answer a real need. The general tenor of the 
reports was that, though it is recognised with great gratitude that everywhere 
in the Churches ecumenism is on the map and will increasingly remain so by the 
activity of the W.C.C. and many national councils, on the parish level the 
understanding of the ecumenical concern is still very small, We find ourselves 
still at the very beginning of overcoming the apathy and indifference of clergy 
and laity regarding the ecumenical movement. 


The conference was divided into two eprouns, One group made an attempt to 
clarify the strategy of a Local Council of Churches at the spiritual and organ- 
isational level, Another sroup treated the following questions: How to over-— 
come indifference or resistance of ministers to the ecumenical concern? How 
to get the ecumenical concern introduced into preaching, into religious in- 
struction, into the prayers of the Church, into the main acts of church life 
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such as baptism, Holy Communion, confirmation, etc., amongst youth? An essen- 
tial realisation that gradually took a central place in the deliberations was 
that it is impossible to awaken real ecumenical concern in ordinary parish 

life and between parishes of various denominations in a local area without 
creating first a new consciousness of what the Church reaily is, and to what 
end it exists in the world. Direct propaganda for unity remains largely sterile 
as long as there is no awareness of the basic fact that the oneness of the Body 
of Christ is an essential mark of the Church.. Only in this way can a recogni- 
tion of the existing state of division ae complacent resicnation towards it 


lead to revolutionary changes, u.P,.S5, Geneva 
DENMARK Provst Halfdan Hégsbro appointed Bishop 


On June 1; Provst Halfdan Hdgsbro has rn appointed bishop of Lolland~ 
Falster, in Denmark, fhe consecration will take place on July 2, in presence _ 
of the Scandinavian bishops, the King of Denmark, and church leaders from 
other countries. 


Bishop Hégsbro worked for a year and a half as the liaison representative 
of the World Council of Churches in Germany; and gave himself untiringly to the 
interests of the World Council and its Desaiment of Inter-Church Aid and Ser- 


vice to Refugees. u.P.S, Geneva 
INDIA A Christian "Passion~-Play" 


Three presentations of the "Passion Play", depicting incidents from the 
life of Christ, were staged during Lent for Hindu and Christian audiences of up 
to 10,000 at Mat hurai, South India, The pageant, sometimes called the "Indian 


Se einer gan" ; begins at eight in the evening and lasts until two in the morning, » 


with the audience bringing their own food and spending the rest of the night 
sleeping in the open air, Describing audience-reaction to the spectacle, a 
missionary said: "Hindus are often moved very deeply as they witness the life 
of Christ, freed from all sense of church organisation, foreign - ee and 


organised evangelism." 4 ~.P.,S, Geneva 


UNIT.D STATES Dr, Laubach on African Literacy Campaign 


Increasing government interest in the literacy work in which Christian 
wissions pioneered was the trend stressed at an anniversary luncheon given in 
New York in honour of Dr. Frank C. Laubach, literacy expert and pioneer mission~ 
ary educator for 20 years, 


Dr. Laubach just returned from a 30,000 miles, six months! tour of nine 
African countries where he and a five-man team conducted lit:racy campaigns in 
23 African languages. 


At the ltmcheon, given by the Committee for World Literacy and Christian 
Literature of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, which sponsors 
the work of his literacy team, Dr, Laubach reported that his team now has more 
requests for aid than they can fill and half the requests come from governments. 
For instance, the government of the French Cameroons, reversing their Drmer 
position, this year were taking an active interest in literacy > 
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Dr, Laubach cited other examples of government cooperation in Angola and 
Uganda, 


The Rev. Alfred E, Moore, Executive Secretary of the Committee on Word 

Literacy and Christian Literature, reported that in countries where missionaries 
are engaged in nation-wide literacy campaigns increases in the number of liter- 
ates range from a quarter of a million a year (in Ecuador), to 14 million a year 


(in China), 20,000 in Sierra Leone and an average of 400,(00 a year in nine 
states of India. 


"AS an evidence of the part the Christians play in this general rise in 
world literacy," Mr, Moore said, "reports show that Christian coimunities are 


com*only from 2 to 20 per cent more literate than the people among whom they 
life," 


Mr. Frederick Rex, from UNESCO, now acting as consultant to the Committee, 
reported that the largest litevacy programme in the western hemisphere is under 
way in Brazil, a campaign using the inspiration and methods of the Committee, 
Christian missions, Mr. Rex Said, are "the pioneers in literacy and literature 
work, who, with meagre resources and few trained people carries the ideal of 
social progress and salvation forward to the point where national and inter- 


hational recognition is being given to their work." E.P.S. Geneva 
CANADA United Church of Vanada Marks 25 Years 


Canadian Protestantism is commemorating a notable anniversary this month - 
the founding in 1925 of the United Church of Canada, largest Protestant body 
in the Dominion. Celebrations were touched off June ll, when 15,000 persons 
gathered in Toronto, to participate in prayers of thanksgiving and rededication, 


Formed through a merger of Methodists, Congrecationalists and the bulk of 
Presbyterians in Canada, the United Church represents, according to hoderator 
Dr. Williard Brewing, a "miracle" of union "in an age like ours," 


Coincident with the Toronto rally was special thank-offering taken 
throughout the Church, to aid students preparing to enter the ministry, 
missionary work, and other full-time service in the Church, 


According to the United Church Yearbook, the denomination has show a 
membership increase from about 600,000 in 1925 to 791,677 in 1948, However, 
there are actually 1,861,683 persons "under pastoral oversight" ~ a figure 
which makes the United Church the strongest Protestant body in Canada, 


As its reports indicate, the United Church islargely a Church of the 
frontier, of country villages and the open country, and of the thinly~settled 
expanses of the North and West, Half of its preachin: places are in home 
mission territories, 


When the General Assembly meets in September. one of the most important 
items on its agenda will be a ropor+ of "he Naitod Gnurch's Comission on 
Reunion, which has been negotiating with a Church of England in Canada (Anglican) 
Commission for five years. 


J 
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To facilitate union of the United and Anglican Churches, the report 
sa’.d that the United Church is ready to go as far as to accept a system of 
bishops. This would be a large step toward unity with the Anglican body (see 
EPS No. 18), In this connection, agreement on the question of bishops helped 
to create the Church of South India which united four Anglican dioceses with 
the Methodist Church and the South India United Church, the latter body being 
itself a union of Presbyterian and Congregational Churches. 


In his address at the Toronto rally, Dr. Brewing said that one "very 
satisfying outcome of our union" has been "the contagious influence of it over 


other areas of Christendom," E.P.S, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Activity of the United Bible Societies 


The Standing Committee of the United Bible Societies met in Matlock 
(Encland) from June 13-16, under the chairmanship of the Rev. Dr. 2.li, North, 
General Secretary of the American Bible Society. The President of the United 
Bible Societies, Bishop E, Berggrav, was present at the meeting. 


Reports were received from the General Secretary on the activity of 
the United Bible Societies during the past year and statistical surveys were 
also presented. Apart from discussions and resolutions passed on the current 
affairs of the United Bible Societies, a full study was also made of the question 
of the relationship of the United Bible Societies to the various ecumenical and 
interconfessional bodies, 


It was recognised that, owing to the particular nature of the work and 
aims of the Bible Societies, no general and final policy could be laid dow, but 
it was agreed that 'ad hoc?’ action énsuring the fullest poss‘ble co-operation 


in specific fields should be sought. &.P,S, Geneva 
GREECE 1625th Anniversary of Nicean Council 


A solemn Liturgy was celebrated on June 1 in the Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral Church of St. Nicolas at Nicea, near Athens, to commemorate the 
1625th anniversary of the first Ecumenical Council held in Nicea in 325. 


Metropolitan Panteleimon, assisted by two other bishops, officiated at 
the service. In a sermon, the metropolitan recalled that it was at the Nicea 


Council that the Nicene Creed was formulated, D.P.S. Geneva 
GLRIANY "Christian lLessage Days" 


At a Conference organised by President Martin Niemdller at Darmstadt, 
to promote peace efforts in the Protestant Church, the Fraternal Council of the 
Confessing Church resolved to hold "Christian Message Days" in all the German 
towns this autumn, At these public meetings a number of speakers will give 
addresses. on the Declaration of the Berlin Synod on Peace and on the Jews (see 
EPS No. 18). The Council was convinced that the Church must take steps te 
gombat the rebirth of anti-Semitism, especially in the small towns, 
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The question of refusal to undertake military service was discussed at 
the Darmstadt Conference, with special reference to the question whether a future 
war might in fact really be a civil war. The Christian attitude to the question 
of refusal to undertake military service will be the subject for discussion at 
the next meetings of the Fraternal Council on August 28 and 29, E.P.S, Geneva 


FRANCE Women in the Ministry 


The National Syned of the Reformed Church of France, which met at Nimes 
at the beginning of June (see =PS No, 24), adopted the following resolution 
concerning women-pastors: 


"The National Synod considers it indispensable that the Comission on 
Women in the Ministry, which has been re-established during the present meetings, 
should resume the studies and activities on which it has been engaged since 
1941. In doing this it should draw upon the experience already gained, and 
should collaborate with the Commission of the World Council of Churches which 
is working on the same problems, for the purpose of promoting and organising in 
the Reformed Church of Frarce pastoral work undertaken by women and girls vho 
feel called to devote their lives to the service of Jesus Christ." £E.P,S,Geneva 


” SPAIN General Franco's Answer to the Protestants 


On February 13 the Protestants in Spain sent a petition concerning religious 
liberty to General Franco (see EPS No. 11). They have just received a reply from 
the head of General Franco's Cabinet, simply drawing their attention to an old 
circular of February 1948 which was addressed to all the sovernors of provinces 
in Spain: 


"Your Excellency, 


"The 6th Article of the Fuero de los Espanoles, after having declared in 
its first paragraph that the Catholic Religion is that of the Spanish State, 
contains in its second paragraph this provision: ‘No one shall be molested of 
his religious beliefs or the private practice of his worship. No other outward 
ceremonies or demonstrations than those of the Catholic religion will be permitted!, 


"Under the shelter of the tolerance established by the said Article such 
abuses have been committed, and so numerous have been the protests of the Eccles- 
iastical and the Public Authorities against infringements in this matter, and, 

On the other hand, it having happened that, before our crusade, masonic centres 

of conspirators against the public order were camouflaged in Protestant chapels, 

it must be made clear and precise beyond any shadow of doubt what are the differen— 
ces between the private practice of worship by these religious bodies and respect 
for their consciences, and, on the other hand, the abuses and infringements which, 
under the shelter of tolerance, are being attempted. Wherefore, it is necessary 
to point out that this text of law, according to both its wording and its spirit, 
only allows the following interpretation and application: 


"1, The private exercise of worship by the non-Catholic religions is 
recognized, 
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"2, By ‘private worship! is to be understood bath strictly personal wor= 
ship and worship out in the interior of precincts consecrated to the practice 
of the religion in question, 


"3. This worship may in no cause have outward or public manifestations; 
on the one hand because then it would no longer be private, which is the unique 
form in which it is allowed, and, on the other hand, because the only outward 
manifestations and ceremonies which are permitted are those of the Catholic 
Religion. 


"4, Consequently, there is no pldce for the practice of any act of proselyt- 
ism or propaganda whatsoever by the non-Catholic religions, whatever max be the 
methods used, as for instance the founding of educational institutions, gifts 
having the appearance of philanthropy, recreational centres, etc., for this 
would necessarily involve an outward manifestation, which is not permitted. 


With this explanation in mind, Your Excellency will proceed with all zeal 
closely to oversee the activities of the religious bodies mentioned above, stop>— 
ing with the uttermost rapidity whatever infringements may be committed, infom- 
ing me immediately as to the infractions substantial and the anctions imposed. 


"Please acknowledge receipt of this directive, the strict application of 
which Your Excellency will carry out with the greatest diligence. 


‘ "God keep Your Excellency for many years." 

On June 8, 1950, the "New York Herald" published an interview granted by 
General Franco to Mr. Virgil Pinkley, editor of the "Los Angeles Mirror", General 
Franco's declarations in this interview are in compl te contradiction +0: the 
reply given by the head of his Cabinet to the Protestants: 


"Tt has been charged that the Franco régime engages in religious persecution, 
Consequently, I (Pinckley) asked whether there is religious liberty in Spain, 
and whether Protestants or Jews were discriminated against. 


"The Spanish Charter assures to all the liberty of conscience", Generalissimo 
Franco replied, "and guarantees the practice of any religion as*fundamental human 
right. In our zone of the protectorate of Morocco and in our African and over 
seas possessions, there exists traditionally a predominance of Mahomedans and 
Jews, who not only enjoy complete religious freedom, but receive aid and pro- 


tection," E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Assembly of the Protestant Church Federation 


The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland, which includes in its 
member ship the Swiss National Church, the Free Churches and the Methodist Church, 
held its annual general assembly at Zurich on June 11, 12 and 13. 


Pastor A. Koechlin of B&le was re-elected President of the Federation for 
another four-year priod., Monsieur René Gampert, a layman re resenting the 
Geneva Church, was appointed Chairman of the Assembly, and Pastor Tanner of 
Zofingue Vice—Chairman, 
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Iwo new Churches were welcomed as members of the Federation. They are both 
Protestant groups of long standing which have now succeeded in constituting 
themselves as Churches,. One is the Church of Solothurn and the other that of 
the Canton of Val is, 


The Federation adopted the following resolution on atomic weapons: 


"The Assembly of delegates of the Federation of Protestant Churches of 
Switzerland, me-ting for its usual session at Zurich on June Ji, 22 and 13, 1950, 
realising on the one hand that peace among mankind can ony be achieved through 
obedience to the God revealed in Christ, Who is the arbiter of human life, and 
realising on the other hand the fatal danger which may menace the human race 
through the use of the atomic bomb and the hydrogen bomb, resolves: 


"1. To urge the members of the Protestant Churches of Switzerland to pray 
without ceasing that the God of Holiness may establish peace on earth based on 
justice and brotherly love; 


"2, To pass on to the Federal Council of the Swiss Government the text of 
the declaration which was passed unanimously on February 21, 1950, by the Exe— 
cutive Committee of the World Council of Churches; 


"% To ask the Federal Council to use its moral authority, which it enjoys 
as the Government of a neutral country, to urge the Council of U.N.O., or the 
Governments of the different countries, to remove the menace of random mechanised 
armaments $ 


"4, To thank the Federal Council for its reply to the International Com ittee 
of the Red Cross." 


The Assembly then examined the question of aid to war-damaged churches, and 
of ecumenism, Between January 1945 and December 1948 nearly 20 million Swiss 
francs were collected and distributed through "Entr'aide protestante", A further 
750,000 has been voted for the coming period. 


The Swiss Churches are members of the World Council of Churches, Pastor 
Koechlin, who isa member of the Executive Committee of the Council and President 
of its Department of Inter-Church Aid, recalled the work accomplished by the 
Council and the problems which its work evokes: in some cases an accentuation 
of confessionalism, work for liberty of conscience, work for mutual understanding 
between Churches, Pastor Arbuthnot (U.S.A.) brought a message from the World 
Council; and Pastor Pradervand, Secretary of the World Alliance of Refarmed 
Churches, reminded the Assembly of the vitality of the 40 million Reformed Prot— 
estants who are members of that Alliance. E.P.S. Geneva 


Danish Churches help Refugees from the Eastern Zone of Germany 


At the suggestion of the Ecumenical Committee in Denmark last autumn, 
a collection was taken in the Danish Churches in aid of German refugees from 
the Eastern Zone, which amounted to 471,000 Kronen. Of this sum 20,000 Di. has 
been used for a training home ii Dortmund, and the same amount for extending a 
Herrenhut Settlement (Moravians) and for cases of special distress in refugee 
families. © E;P.Ss ‘Genéva 
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Conference of Representatives of Orthodox Churches in Germany 


One of the tasks confronting the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Help 
to Refugees is spiritual and material help to Displaced Persons. 


The last meeting which was ar anged specially to discuss problems of Ortho- 
dox Churches in exile was held in Darmstadt, at the premises of the Confessing 
Church, on June 13 and 14. The participants (40 in all) included delegates 
from the various Orthodox Churches in exile - Russian, Ukrainian, Balt, Greek, 
Serbian, Roumanian, etc, — the responsible Secretariés: of the World Council of 
Churches, and representatives of the Evanzelical Church in Germany. The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss practical solutions for the particular needs and 
difficulties of each separate group. 


Among the questions raised was that of the economic absorption of the 
100,000 to 120,000 DP's still in Germany, the legal problems involved by their 
status, and the practical problems of their spiritual welfare, especially in the 
case of the younger generation, This meant facing the concrete situation in 
which the different groups were living today. The delegates expressed their 
wishes in a friendly discussion, and the Refugee Commission of the W.C.C. will 
do its best to carry them out. 


The Darmstadt Conference did not attempt to deal, therefore, with the 
questions of jurisdiction concerning the Orthodox Church in Germany, Its task 
was simply, through an exchange of experiences and discussion of practical prob— 
lems, to make Orthodox Church life possible in Germany or to assist it, in cases 
where it cannot exist without help. The future existence of these groups is at 
stake, because they have hitherto been receiving help from I.R,O, which will 
soon be closing down. Funds must be found to support priests and deacons, and 
to finance the church services and training<colleges for Orthodox instruction. 


The President of tim Conference was Archbishop Germanos, Metropolitan of 
Thyateira, one of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches. The Confer- 
ence was led by Dr. Robert Mackie, Director of the Department for Inter-—Church 
Aid and Help to Refugees of the W.C.C., with the assistance of his colleagues 
Mr. Elfan Rees, Dr. E. Chandler, and others, The German Evangelical Church was 
represented by President Martin Niemdller and by leading members of the Foreign 
Office of the German Church, There were also representatives of British and 
American Churches. The Orthodox side was represented by high dignitaries of the 
Orthodox Churches in Emigration. 


The Conference began with a solemn Orthodox service in the (undamaged) 
Russian Chapel in Darmstadt. The "Darmstaddter Echo" reports that it was a long 
time since "such a large number of Orthodox clergy ~ Bishops, Metropolitans 
and Arch-=Priests - had attended a service in that Chapel..." The ancient forms 
of the Byzantine ritual ,... presented a picture of oriental magnificance and 
poignancy which made a deep impression on everyone," 


The findings of the Conference were expressed in a number of resolutions, 
reading as follows: 


ed 
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The Conference established three working parties on intcr—church aid, 
local establishment and legal status respectively, Among the recommendations of 
the working parties adopted were: 


"This Conference wishes to express to the German Churches its appreciation 
of their concern for the Orthodox ‘Churches in exile', and to record its satis- 
faction that provisions are being made to extend the work of the 'DP Ausschuss! 
(DP Comittee) of the EKiD (Evangelical Church in Germany) in the formation of 
sub-committees on ‘ldnder' and zonal level which will concern themselves with the 
local problems and needs of displaced persons, 


"In presenting a number of practical recommendations, the Commit tee feels 
that there are encouraging signs of a real common effort to solve this problem 
along humanitarian and Christian lines, and hopes sincerely that the ongoing 
work will be a contribution to the Christian witness before the world. 


"It was agreed that it should be made clear that the World Council of 
Churches on behalf of its member Churches is concerned through its Inter~Church 
Aid Department to render all the service it can to those confessional groups 
which are in Germany but are not member Churches of the World Council of Churches. 
It was recognised that the relationship of the World Council of Churches had so 
far been empirical and zonal butt hat the time had now come when the question of 
inter~church aid must be viewed in Germany as one for overall consideration, 


"It was agreed that the position of those religious groups which are without 
their own clergy should be reviewed by the World Council of Churches in consulta— 
tion with the leaders of such groups to consider the methods whereby their spirit- 
ual needs can be met and assisted. 


"The Conference recognised that each religious community should move towards 
becoming self-supporting, but that during this present period of transition each 
will need the help of the World Council of Churches with special reference to the 
Spiritual care of the sick and aged. 


"The Conference also resolved that the World Council of Churches be asked 
to continue its fullest interest in and active support to the religious communities 
so that a sufficient number of clergy is supported to maintain the spiritual 
ministrations to the people even though other means of support may ‘cease to be 
available," E.P.S, Geneva 


Death of Pastor Marcel Sturm 


The ecumenical movement, and the World Council of Churches in particular, 
has just lost a loyal friend of long standing — Pastor Marcel Sturm, head Chaplain 
in the French Zone of Germany. For many years he had played an active part in 
ecumenical conferences, large and small, whee his contribution was always full 
of serenity and intelligence, During the last few years he had devoted himself to 
the task of improving the relations between France and Germany. He was one of the 
founders of the Franco-German conversations which were held at Speyer at the be- 
gin ing of January (see EPS No.13), which resulted inthe formation of a Commission 
of representatives of French and Geman Protestantism. The University of Gottingen 
had conferred an Honorary Degree on Pastor Sturm, in recognition of his wrk in 
Germany, Pastor Marcel Sturm was one of the best collaborators in the ecumenical 
movement, and his death leaves a gap which it will be difficult to fill. 

E,P.S. Geneva 
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Ecumenical Conferences in Summer 1950 


Toronto, Canada, this summer, will be a centre of world-wide Christian co— 
operation. Protestant and Orthodox church leaders from over 60 countries on 
five continents will be gathering at Toronto and environs for a series of thir- 
teen conf rences and assemblies to plan action and establish policy affecting 
over 160,000,000 Christian believers throughout the world. 


Lasting from July 3 to August 21, the conference series will include the 
World Convention on Christian Education, with an estimated 5,0:\0 delegates and 
visitors in attendance, to be held at the University of Toronto, August 10-16. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, the 90~member policy— 
making body for cooperative action aming 156 Protestant, Old Catholic and Ortho~ 
dox Churches in 44 countries, will be hold its annual meeting from July 8-15 at 


Toronto. ; 


Along wit these meetings, other international Christian orvanisations. will 
hold sessions at Toronto this summer: 


July 3e5 Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


July 22-Aug.10 World Council of Christian Education (World Institute) Toronto 


me 


August 7-9 International Council of Religious Education Toronto 


fixecutive Committee) Torento 4 

July 6-7 World Council of Churches (Executive Committee) Toronto i 
July 8-15 World Council of Churches (Central Committee) Toronto 4 
July 17-23 World Christian Youth Commission Whitby é 
C ~ i Missi onary y 

J 16-18 World Council cf Churches — International ; 
uly Council (Joint Committee) | Whitby ia 
a 

9 

ie 
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August 710 World Council of Churches - World Council of Christ~ 


ian Education (Youth Department) Whitby 
August 7-19 World's Y.W.C.A. Membership Conference Whitby 
August 10-16 World Council of Christian Education (World Convention) Toronto 
August 15 International Council of Religious Education (Quad 

rennial Convention) Toronto 
August 17-19 World Council of Christian Education (Assembly) Toronto 


- August 17-21 United Christian Youth Movement (General Council) St, Thomas 
E.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY War no Solution to the EastWest Problem 


It was a lie thot "the Church must be defended with force against Communism," 
stated Kirchenprdsident Niemdller at a big peace demonstration in Mannheim after 
his return from South America. The Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel, Biele- 
feld, in its issue No, 127 reports him as saying that the Church held the promise 
that the gates of hell should not prevail against it, and that "he doubted 
whether Communism were not the gate of hell, just as he had doubted it with 
National Socialism fifteen years before, Ever since Gai sacrificed His Son for 
man, there had been nothing of greater importance than man. Neither an economic 
order nor a political ideal nor so-called Western civilisation was "sufficient 
reason for the million-fold murder of men." 


Dr Niemoller particul-rly @ phasised that "no clash between Last and West 
could possibly solve the problems now hanging in suspense", As there was no real 
frontier between East and West, only a splitting of the peoples themselves into 
Easterners and Westerners, a clash could only mean, in the end, civil war. In 
addition to its true task of preaching the peace of God which was above and 
beyond all reason, the Church must also "do the service of the Good Samaritan, 
counselling and helping in every possible way in order that peace on earth may 
be maintained... It must not "pass by on the other side" the distress of the 
peoples all hungering for peace ~ at any rate, not as long as "the statesmen 
whose job it really is do not take up this task." E.P.S. Geneva 


HUNGARY The Successor to Bishop Ordass 


The election of the Rev. Laszlo Deaszery as bishop of the Montana Diocese of 
the Lutheran Church of Hungary, succeeding the deposed Bishop Lajos Ordass, was 
announced in Budapest on June 6. 


Bishop Dessery was named to the high church post a week after it was reported 
on May 30, that Bishop Ordass had been released from prison (see EPS No. 23). 
The new bishop was formerly pastor tc students in Budapest, more recently a 
parish pastor in that city, and the editor cf "Evangelikus Elet", a church 


periodical. 
The Montana or Banyai Diocese has 300,000 members or half the total number 


of Lutherans in Hungary. Its bishop is normally recognised as Primate of the 
Church. E.P.S, Geneva 
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SYITZERLAND Synv of the 01d Catholte- 6hurch 


The National Synod of the Christian Catholic (or Old Catholic) Church of 
Switzerland held its 76th meeting in Aarau on June 18 and 19. Points emerging 
from the reports submitted were the process of consolidation going on within 
the Church, and its keen desire to respond adequately to the demands of past— 
oral and evangelistic work today. The Synod addressed its congratulations and 
good wishes to the Bishop of the national diocese, Dr. Kiiry, on the occasion 


of his forthcoming eightieth birthday on July 21. E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Geneva Church Calls for Peace 


In Geneva, the seat of numerous international organisations both religious 
and non-religious, the Association cf Pastors of the National Protestant Ghurch 
has just issued a statement on the subject of peace. 


"At a time when the problem of peace is making itself felt with a special 
acuteness," the Association of Pastors," the Association of Pastors, "taking 
into consideration the solemn message of the World Council of Churches, the 
Stockholm appeal, the campaign of the 'Partisans of Peace! and the grave warn— 
ing addressed to all Governments by the International Red Cross," would state 
in the name of Jesus Christ that it condemns not only "blind weapons" and "the 
use of the atomic bomb," but "any and every undertaking of an aggressive nature, 
full-blown or embryonic, 


"Barnestly desirous of cambating the underlying causes of war, it would 
declare against mistrusts, partisan hatred and every kind of fanaticism, and 
strive to create and develop a spirit of peace and an enduring will to truth 
and understanding. 


"It believes that Jesus Christ is able and willing to maintain this spirit 
of peace in the hearts of the faithful, even as He is able and willing to in- 
spire them with that respect for man which is the basic prerequisite of a truy 


human society. «." E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Declaration of the German Prote 


estant Missionary Council 


A declaration passed by the German Protestant Missionary Council on June 15 
at Barmen reads as follows: 


'The German Protestant Mission stands at the cross-roads, For over ten years 
its work overseas has been supported largaly by money from the World Council of 
Churches. The time has now come for it to take the financial responsibility 
upon its own shoulders. Help from abroad is clearly coring to an end; but the 
German Missions can continue their work overseas with German money, German 
Protestants must be prepared to meet this freshtask, The continuance of German 
Protestant Mission work, which has been godtiy on for 250 years, depends now on 
whether they have sufficient faith and readiness to sacrifice themselves," 

E,P.S, Geneva 
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Dr. WA. Visser _'t Hooft Honoured 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


has been awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity by Princeton Univer— 
sity, U.S,A., on June 13, 1950, in recognition of his services to church efforts 


for unity. B.P.S. Geneva 
INDIA Student Christian Movement 


Studies University Crisis 


Forty university professors, lecturers and students from India, Pakistan , 
Assam, Ceylon and the other areas of this sub-continent where the Students 
Christian Movement operates, studied together the "Christian Witness in the Uni- 
versity" in Bangalore, during the period of June 8-12, University groups in 
other parts of Asia, notably Tokyo and at Silliman University in the Philippines, 
have undertaken the study of the crisis in the universities. 


It remained for the SCM of India, Pakistan and Ceylon to call a national 
study conference to deal with the subject. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin. of the United Church of South India, in a pre-con— 
ference meeting with SCM leaders diagnosed the problem thus: (1) The university 
has eliminated religion and is concentrating upon techniques. Religious syn- 
cretism has been adopted as a political necessity in India because of pressure 
brought by different religions. (2) The religious vacuum in the university is 
being filled by Marxist ideas, which are being met only by police force. Students 
to remain out of prison are thus developing a double intellectual life. (3) Christ= 
ian colleges have found it easy to adjust themselves to the elimination of the 
Bible from the curriculum because Christians generally do not regard the Bible as 
the centre of Christian education, (4) Christians have failed effectively to 
penetrate the non-Christian systems of thought, notably Islam, Hinduism and 
Buddhism. (5) Christians tend to carry on as usual without being aware of the 
denials of Christianity inherent within the educational system. In concentrating 
upon "being good" Christians evade the real issues, which involve the ultimate 


meaning of life, E.P.S, Geneta 
a World Fellowship of Buddhists 


Delegates from 21 countries to the World Fellowship of Buddhists met in Cey— 
lon on end of May. The president of the Fellowship expressed the belief that 
by the 2,500th anniversary of Buddhism, "the whole world would see the light of 
Buddha's teachings," (Most historians say that Gautama Buddha died sometimes 
between 544 and 550 B.C.). 


The language of theCongress was English, though most of the delegates were 


from Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, China and Japan, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Growing Membership of Presbyterian Church 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States of America has had its greatest 
gain in membership in its history, it was declared at the 162nd General Assembly 
of this Church, held in Cincinnati, Ohio, at the end of May, 


No, 26 ~ June 30, 1950 mabe 182 


In 1949 the net gain was 71,713, bringing the total membership to 2,401,849, 


The Sunday schools showed also an increase of over 114, 000. C.P.S. Geneva 

GERIANY General Synod of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
VELKD 


A closing service of worship on June 24 marked the end of the second General 
Synod held, in Ansbach, by the United Evangelical Church of Germany (VELKD). 


The deliberations dealt with certain internal church matters, and. one 
result was the setting-up of a constitutional and administrative court of 
justice for the whole church, This body is to consist of a president, a vice~ 
president and fourteen assessors, half clerical and half lay, It will be 
responsible for dealing with all questions of constitutional procedure and 
administration arising in the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, 
including those of the relief organisations therein represented, The Synod 
was thinking in particular of the Lutheran diaspora, which is to come to a 
great extent under the care of the member Churches, 


The Synod further discussed a declaration on the question of baptism, 
already approved by the governing body of the Church and by the conference of 
Lutheran bishops. The declaration, which falls into five parts, expounds the 
whole doctrine of baptism, in conjunction with passages from the Scriptures. 
Baptism as practised by other Christian confessions is recognised, so long as 
. it is carried out with water and in the name of the Trime God. The Church 
can deny baptism to a child if the parents openly reject or publicly revile 
the doctrine of the Church, or if they explicitly refuse to fulfil their 
obligation to bring up in a Christian manner such of their children as have 
already been baptised, In addition, principles regarding ceremonies of con~ 
firmation and marriage, and the findings of the committee on questions relat 
ing to the congregation, were agreed upon, 


The task of this second General Synod, declared Dr. Bloetz, Judicial Admi~ 
nistrator for the province of Schleswig-Holstein, was "to ponder on and bear 
witness to Biblical truths, and to set its house in order-in the spirit of 
the Gospel." The result of the Synod may be regarded as being the balance of 
the work done heretofore by the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, whose centre 
of gravity was to be found in the spheres of theological reflection, of the 
recasting of liturgical forms and of encouragement to the life of the local 


church, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Spiritual Inheritance of Europe 


The Religious Bodies Consultative Committee was set up in England in 1947, 
after consultation bctwoci the Archhishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Griffin and 
the Jewish*authorities, It is intended to serve as an Advisory Committee to 
assist the religious bodies in the education of their members in regard to 
international questions, 
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This Committee has issued a statement, prepared jointly by Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, Free Church and Jewish members of the comuittee, on "The Spiritual 
Inheritance of Europe", from which we quote; 


"The outstanding contribution which Europe has made to the werld is found 
in the following ideals which it has emphasised in spite of shortcomings in 
practice; 


"First, human personality is sacred.... On this the organisation and admini- 
Stration of justice in law have arisen. If justice is so maintained as to 
ensure the individual of his just rights and to protect him from sheer power, 
it is a guarantee of freedom... But wherever justice demands that the obligations 
of law be fulfilled, the obligations of love of ones neighbour, which is an 
inclusive concept, are never complete. 


"Truth also, like justice and love, belongs to this higher order... 


"With the rights which men derive from the sanctity of human personality go 
duties. Those who seek to maintain truth and justice, those who would love 
their neighbours, must accept obligations which imply a belief in the moral 
freedom of the human spirit and reject absolute determinism. The spirit of man 
has power to choose, ..>5 


The ethical outlook (of European culture) has grown up gradually in Europe 
and the Near East over a period of nearly four thousand years, It has been 
embodied in religious institutions and legal and political systems which were 
themselves rooted in the fundamental belief that man is the creation of a Supreme 
Power, the Author, the Judge, and if he will have it so, the Saviour of his being. 
Deeply embedded in the Greco-Roman tradition lies the warning against hubris, 

The Bible goes deeper still in its pitbuse of God, the Creator and Ruler of man- 
kind, the Guide and inspiration of His people, whose Will is the law and strength 
of man's being... 


"What we have here described as the characteristics of European civilisation 
have, of course, never been completely achieved. Indeed, they have often been 
denied or betrayed. Bur, in so far as this happened, European civilisation has 
failed to beatrue to its best nature. In so doing, the peoples of Europe have 
called upon themselves divine judgment, and have evoked the visitation of forces 
that seek progress by means which blantantly ignore or cbstruct freedom, truth 
and justice. 


"Today we face the total rejection of the whole body of belief and practice 
painfully built up through the ages by European civilisation, It cannot be 
denied that there exists a passionate effort to destroy the institutions built 
upon these beliefs and to set in their place a new world order, wholly material-— 
istic in conzeption, denying the spiritual nature of man, despising absolute 
morality, and relying on violence alone for its complete justification, 


"Here is an urgent challenge to a more vital and intelligent religious faith, 
and a determination to maintain the institutions which embody it." E,P.S. Geneva 
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TANGANYIKA Missionary Service must be 


of an Ecumenical Nature 


In an account of "the growth and expansion of an East African Church’, 
contributed to the July "International Review of Missions", Pastor Heinz 
Scholten, of Germany, formerly in Tanganyika with the Bethel Mission, gives con- 

_vineing proof that "missionary service must essentially be of an ecumenical 
nature", In his experience among the Haya people of the Bukoba region of Tan- 
ganyika "to have overlooked this fact would have’ been an unpardonable blindness; 
it, would have meant ruining a great opportunity", 


"Very soon", writes Pastor Scholten, "we realised that the driving forces 
behind the crowds demanding to be baptised was nothing else than the Gospel, 
which had literally caught fire in the hearts of thousands... The prime cause 
was not the missicnary, but the word of God driven by she mighty wind of the 
Holy Spirit." — 


Equally striking was "the self~introduction of a new church discipline... 
the natural sequel, to the self-propagation of the Gospel", which led in turn to 
the formation of Christian Native Councils, or lukikos, "in which the Christians 
talked and prayed over their moral difficulties, the many daily problems which 
beset them among the tangle of African customs," and then to the Cmtral Church 
Council of Bukoba, "The Central Church Council", writes Pastor Scholten, "developed 
such spiritual qualities that it became possible tp constitute the Haya Synod, 

_ and to give it all the usual responsibilities of such a body.® 


The quarterly laktko is held in a different part of the country each 
time. "This practice gave the lukiko a strong impulse to demonstrate to the 
wiole countryside what Christian unity meant... The heathen villagers had never 
before experienced such a large body of men coming together without trouble 
brewing. The, were astonished to see these Christians discussing their affairs 
for days on end and remaining in perfect peace..." ; 
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liissionary~mindedness, coupled with a strong ecumenical sense, became 
"a matter of life and death to the Haya Church, which had actually grown up in 
a choking atmosphere of isolation.., What was wanted was nothing less than 
ecumenical relationship and partnership with other Christian com wnities in 
East Africa, an influx of spiritual brotherhood linking the Haya up with other 
isolated tribal communities which, like them, had turned to Christianity. This 
most welcomeand desirable contact came about when the Lutheran missions of Tanga~ 
nyika founded their Federation in 1937. It was a revelation to realise how ever 
the simpler-minded African Churches understood the implications of this Federa- 
tion of eight African Churches, no members of which, outside their own Church, 
had they ever seen... The Haya Christians... were even more missionary=minded 
than many missionaries from overseas and could sense with a true spirit of 
ecumenical love the Church Universal. They needed no instruction in ecumenics. 
They were born in the spirit of the one Body of Christ which the missionaries 
professed in the Apostles* Creed but which they often found so hard to practise, 
peer ally when in close contact with other Churches and denominations," 

E.P.95, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Pastor Boegner Visits President Truman 


Pastor lMiarc Boegner, President of the Federation of the Protestant Churches 
of France, called on President Truman on June 26, accompanied by French Ambassa— 
dor Henri Bonnet. 


According to the radio bulletin of the Departmant of State in i/ashington 
the French Church leader told newsmen that they had discussed American aid to the 
South Korean republic under the authority ef the Security Council of the United 
Nations. 


Speaking as a Frenchman, Pastor Boegner said he had told Mr. Truman that 
U.S, intervention in Korea was un-’erstood by the majority of his countrymen as 
a "contribution cf the moral forces against the immoral forces," D, Boegner 
said that President Truman had especially stressed this point, adding that the 
U.S. Chief ixecutive was "pleased to see all Churches grouping themselves to~ 
gether in a great effort to united and mobilise moral strength for peace," 


Continuing, Pastor Boegner told newspaper reporters, "I agree with the 
President on this, The President also agreed that all of the Protestant Churches 
have their own grounds and must remain on their own grounds to fight and use 


their resources for peace," E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITID STATES China Missionary to American Seminary 


Dr. M, Searle Bates, professor of history at the University of Nanking, 
Chengtu, West China, will join the faculty of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, as Professor of Missions beginning July 1. 


Dr. Bates is known as one of the outstanding mission leaders of the Christ- 
ian World. He speaks Chinese, Russian and Japanese, and has observed conditions 
over many years in China, Japan, India, and elsewhere, £.P.S. Geneva 
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SCOT LAN D Churches Draw Closer Together 


For the first time in history the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland paid an official visit to the Representative Church Cowmcil 
of the Episcopal Church in Scotland and at the recent General Assembly a return 
visit was paid by the Primus. 


Recently conversations between representatives a2pointed by the Inter= 
Church Relations Committee of the Church of England nominated by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to confer on behalf of the Church of England were resumed in Edin- 
burgh under the alternating chairmanship of the Rev. Professor W. ianson, D.D., 
of New College, Edinburgh, and the Bishop of Derby, observers being also present 
on behalf of the Presbyterian Church, and the Episcopal Church in Scotland, 
E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Greek Orthodox Church Honours St. Paul 


Archb: shop Michael of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South 
America advised his clergy to dedicate an entire week in honour of St. Paul, 
Sunday, June 25, marked the beginning of the observance which reached its climax 
on June 29 and 30, the days set aside by the Greek Orthodox Church for the comme- 
moration of the Apostles of Jesus Christ. 


On Sunday, July 2, all the clergymen of the Greek Archdiocese read from 
the pulpit a sermon prepared by Archbishop Michael, in which His Eiminence deline- 
ates the personality of St, Paul and recounts the Apostle's labours in the pro= 
pagation of the Christian Gospel. During this week services were being held in 
all the churches ahd sermons centering around the work and writings of St, Paul 


have been preached. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITZD STATES First American Negro Bishop 


Methodists have set a precedent by naming a Negro bishop to preside over 
the overwhelmingly white Southern California-Arizona Methodist Conference at its 
centennial sessions on June 19-25, 


The announcement was made by Bishop James C. Baker who said the presiding 
officer will be Alexander P, Shaw, former pastor of the Wesleyan Church of Los 
Angeles, and now a bishop of the Baltimore area. 


It is the first time in the history of the Church, according to Bishop 
Baker, that a Negro has been asked to preside over a white conference, including 


the power of making appointments, E.P.S. Geneva 
SOUTH AlUIRICA South American Greek Orthodox Diocese 


A new Greek Orthodox diocese of South America will be set up shortly 
with its seat at Buenos Aires, Argertina, it was announced ab headquarters of the 
Greek Orthodox archdiocese of New York, U.S.A. 
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The announcement said that Archbishop Michael, head of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church of North and South America, had left for Buenos Aires where he will 
make preliminary arrangements for the creation of the new South American diocese. 


Greek Orthodox in Buenos Aires number more than 2,000, mostly Europeans 
who emigrated to Argentina after the war. The community has a church and con-~ 
ducts a privately~-.med school. The total number of Greek Orthodox adherents 


in South America is about 40,000, 5.P,S, Geneva 
GERMANY : The Church's Responsibility for the Cinema 


An encounter between the cinema and the Church was arranged in Bad Schwal- 
bach from June 21-25, to which leading representatives of the cinema industry 
and of the Catholic and Protestant Churches were invited by the three leading 
bodies in the Evanselical Church in Germany dealing with such matters ~ the 
Directors of the Evangelical Adademies, the Special Cinema and Theatre Committee 
of the Publicity Department of the Evangelical Church Council, and the Evangelic— 
al Press Union for Germany. 


The reports and discussions enabled those present to work over at numer-— 
ous points the attitude adopted by the Church to the film problems of the present 
time, and to draw up at the end of the meeting, for the benefit of all groups 
interested, a detailed resolution in which it is stated! 


"ee The point is to preserve in the making of films the element of 
genuine humanity, and through these films to strengthen the healing forces of 
gaining dominion over life, We would ask that such films be produced, and we 
are prepared to work for the deepening and broadening of appreciation of them. 


"Je. We are opposed to the practice of falsifying the contents and patterns 
of Christian preaching inso-called ‘religious films! into mere humanitarianism or 
sentimentality, or sheer sadistig sensationalism, 


"We would also ask that cinematic representation of the Divine revelation - 
the life of Christ, the occurrence of miracles, the administration of Sacraments — 
be avoided. The film can only make the reality of the Holy Ghost a visible fact 
in the mirror of a human destiny... 


"We welcome the work of the regular church film discussions and film clubs 
as a means of educating a public capable of forming its own judgment. It is 
desirable that Christian churchgoers should play an active part therein. 


"Further, the film should be made the object of instruction in the schools, 
in order to instil into youth a discriminating mind with regard to the cinema. 
Efforts should be made to train persons fitted for this work and engaged among 
youth, such as teachers, those in charge of the young, and clergy." &,P.S,Geneva 


FRANCE Old Catholic Church 


The matter of founding an Old Catholic Church, to be placed provisionally 
under the jurisdiction ¢ the Old Catholic Church of the Netherlands, was examined 
at a meeting held in Paris in May of this year, under the chairmanship of Dr, 
Lagerwey, Bishop of Deventer. 
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For the time being, the new Church in process of formation is to use the 
chapel belonging to the Church of Utrecht in Paris, which is also used by the 


group of Orthodox which wrships by Western rites, E.P.S, Geneva 
FRANCE Ecumenical Training Courses 


This year once again, CIMADE (Comité Inter—Mouvement Auprés des Evacués) 
is, in co-operation with the Protestant Youth Council, organising an ecumenical 
training course for youth workers, members of CIMADE teams, and young men and 
women, both French and foreign, who are active in their own Ghurches and those 
applications are supported by those Churches or by the World Council of Churches. 
The course is to take place in the Y.\..C.A. international centre at Le Rocheton, 
near Melun, from September 4-15 inclusive, 


It will include: (1) Bible study by the representatives of the various 
Churches; (2) lectures on the general theme "Priesthood and Ministry", and on 
three aspects of the Christian life — personal life, evangelism and ecumenism — 
as seen in the light of eschatology, The whole of the course will take place in 
French, 


The chief speakers will be Pére Yves Congar, 0.P, (Roman Catholic), Fr. 
Geoffrey Curtis, C.R. (Anglican), Pastor Hébert Roux (Reformed), Pastor BT. 


Molander (Lutheran) and Prof, P. Evdokimov (Orthodox). EsPsS. Geneva 
SWITZ LAND Meeting of Army Chaplains 


| The Swiss Association of Army Chaplains met on June 19 and 20 in Stafa, 

where it went in detail into the question of conscientious objection to militar, 
service. It was particularly concerned with "the conflict between, on the one _ 
hand, opposition to 'the profession of arms,! on grounds of freedom and even of 
constraint of conscience, and, on the other, the lawful claim of the State to 
Obligatory co-operation in defence of independence and freedom," The chaplains 
"reject in principle any inroads upon military service," but at the same time 
"seek to help such men as are, for serious reasons, unable to recognise the de- 
mands of the community." Through ther representatives, both Catholic and Prot— 
estant, on the General Staff, they have taken part in the deliberations carried 
out in connection with the raising of the matter in Parliament. 


The Protestant section, in a resolution adopted in Stdfa, calls for an 
increased effort by Army chaplains to deal in practice with individual cases, 
which often leads to an amicable solution. Punishment by court-martial should 
not include deprivation of civil rights, ‘As far as we ourselves are concerned, 
we know that we are at one with all those those conviction it is that to defend 
the freedom and independence of our Swiss homeland is to defend one of the funda 


mentals of Christian life," E.P.S,. Geneva 
ITALY Protestants ask for Jqual Treatment 


Following a memorandum submitted to the Italian Government by the Federal 
Council of Evangelical Churches in Italy, asking that the non-Catholic Churches 
of that country be treated as equals, negotiations have been opened between the 
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Evangelical leaders and the head of the religious affairs division of the linistry 
of the Interior, 


Dr. Gulielmo del Pesco, President of the Federal Council of Uvangelical 
Churches, and also Moderator of the Waldensian Church of Italy, told the Govern- 
ment representative that Italian Protestants insisted on the definite withdrawal 
of the Fascist law of June 19, 1929, and on a stricter enforcement of Article 
8 of the new constitution, guaranteeing freedom of worship and assembly. This 
was to prevent any recurrence of the anti-Protestant incidents which had come 
about in many parts of Italy, where officials had enforced the old law and were 
unacquainted with the terms.of the new constitution. 


In the memorandum to the Covernment, the Councii of the Bvan_elical 
Churches emphasised that "the stipulations concerning non-Catholic associations 
and institutions run plainly counter to the principles cof the constitution, and 
are contrary to the international engagements entered inte by Italy." 


Dr. del Pesco explained to the iMinistry's representative the need for 
forming a joint commission of delegates from the Churches and from the state 
authorities to draw up a law for the protection of Protestant rights, to be 


passed by Parliament. 4.P.5. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Significance for Ecuiienical Work 


of early Christian Liturgy 


The "Assembly of the Churches" for 1940 was held on June 17-19 in the 
ecumenical deacon~house in Ruschlikon, near Zurich, The 150-odd delegates, 
Swiss, French, German, Dutch, Yugoslav, Bulgarian, Russian, British and Italian, 
owing SiR eiaios to the Protestant. Orthodox (including all the Russian juris- 
dictions) and Old Catholic Churches, heard the theme "The Meaning and Importance 
of the Early Christian Liturgy for Ecumenical Work" discussed by Professor 
Alexis van der Mensbrugge, of the Institut Saint-Denis, in Paris (Orthodox), 
Pastor Mockli, of the St. Michael's Brotherhood in Zurich (Protestant) and 
Fradulein Dr, Lehner, editress cf the "Biblical and Liturgical Periodical of 
Switzerland" (Roman Catholic). 


One characteristic feature of the Assembly was its Orthodox liturgies, 


both Byzantine and Western. E.P.S. Geneva 

GERMANY Towards Pea Closer Understanding 
between | Established and Free 
Churches 


From May 30 to June 2, 1950, there was held in Bad Boll the study 
conference on "Church and Free Church", attended by representatives of the 
Established Churches of Baden and Wirttemberg, the various Free Church groups, 
the Old Catholic Church, the Mcravian Brotherhood, the Salvation Army and the 
German Mennonites, These delegates, meeting for a first discuss:on of "in what 
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we are one and in what we differ." adopted a declaration on the ecumenical 
ideal, running as follows: 


"We feel constrained to apply what our Churches together confessed at 
the World Assembly of Amsterdam: ‘We are a fellowship of Churches confessing 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.' We are desirous that this confession, unit- 
ing us likewise as it does, should serve to refashion our life and work 
together, 


‘We would avow that the paths followed by our Churches in the past were 
clogged with happenings which we all regret. We are prepared to pay more 
heed to one another in the future than we have done so far, to understand one 
another's particular natures, to avoid all unbrotherly criticism and to recog= 
nise our mutual responsibility, 


"Concerning practical questions of ecumenical co-operation in the local 
' parish, we would ask the heads of our Churches to examine how the relations of 
Established Church and Free Church can be replanned on the ecumenical model, 
so that we do not burden one another, but serve one another with the gifts 
bestowed upon us, 


"Finally, we would ask the heads of our Churches to initiate discussions 
with a view to our bearing a united witness of evangelism to the world, that 
the word of the Lord may be fulfilled in-us, 'that they all may be one, that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me!.". E.P.S,. Gere va 
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Churches! Concern for World Refugee Problem 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was in- 
structed by its Bxecutive Comaittee meeting in Toronto from July 3-5 (see EFS 
Nos 26) ,to press proposals designed to bring about more effective action in deal- 
ing with the total refugee problem throughout the world. The Committee stressed 
that the refugee problem, both in Europe and elsewhere, is "a vital -oncern of 
the international community", 


The C.C.1I,A. was asked to seek several modifications in arrangements 
for the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, scheduled to begin opera~ 
tions in Europe in January 1951 as successor to the International Refugee Organi- 
sation, which will terminate its activities on March 31, 1951, 


Efforts will be made by the Commission to bring within the constituency 
of the Office of the High Commissioner both refugees who are stateless and refugees 
who are homeless but not stateless, with mandatory service for the former and per~ 
missive service for the latter. (Note of Editor: The Economic Social Council will 
decide at its present meetings what are the functions of the High Commissioner, 
C.C.1,A, has recommended that in addition to such mandatory powers as are defined 
to the High Commissonsr, ha slmuid alsdbe permitted on the request of any Govern- 
ment, to assist in refugee matters that are outside the mandate, ) 


One large group of stateless refugees are the Volksdeutsche, those 
people of German ethnic origin who held citizenship in other countries, while 
non~stateless refugees, such as the Reichsdeutsche, are those who lived in other 
countries. but retained their German citizenship. Under the Potsdam Agreement 
altogether nearly 12,0 0,000 were petted from their countries of domicile to 
Germanys 


The C.C.1.A. will also ask that provisions for discrimination on the 
grounds of nationality be removed; permission for the Office of the High Com- 
missioner to obtain funds, in addition to those provided by the United Nations 
budget, through volunteer contributions of governments and agencies without the 
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prior specific approval of the UN General Assembly, and a provision that will 
enable the High Commissioner's Office separately, or in co-operation with inter- 
governmental or other agencies, to take cognizance of and deal with the total 
refugee problem, E-P.S. Geneva 


Internationalisation of Jerusalem 


The 0.C.1.A.'s Executive Committee also endorsed at Toronto three 
minimum conditions which the Commission feels should be met in any plan for 
the internationalisation of Jerusalem. These conditions, alr eady submitted to 
the Palestine Conciliation Commission, are: 


Explicit safeguards for the observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, particularly full religious liberty, with provision for appeal to an 
appropriate organ or agency of the United Nations for correction or redress, 


Recognition that protection of Holy Places, religious buildings and 
sites in Palestine and free access thereto must be accepted as an international 
responsibility. Any plan devised for this purpose should reckon with the current 

Life of the three faiths, 


Return to rightful owners of all church-owned and mission-owned pro- 
perty in Palestine occupied by Arabs or Jews, E.P.S. Geneva 


Atomic Energy: Churches Warned against Propaganda Dangers 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs! Executive 
Committee agreed to issue to 350 Christian leaders in 70 countries an open 
letter cautioning the 156 menber Churches of the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council against the possibility that their utteran- 
ces on the atomic crisis might be used for propaganda purposes quite other than 
those which they intend. The letter was signed by the Committee's Chairman and 
the Commission's Director, Mr; Kenneth Grubb (London) ano Dr. 0. Frederick 
Nolde (New York) respectively. 


The Commission pointed out that a drive is under way in many countries 
by Communists and other groups "to summen all men of goodwill to a great effort 
for peace", and that this campaign "is largely based" on the Stockholm Appeal 
issued in March of 1950 by the Congress of Partisans of Peace. 


This appeal. calls for "the outlawing of atomic weapons as instruments 
of aggression and mass murder of peoples", and "strict intcrnational control 
to enforce this measure". It also declares that “any government which first 
uses atomic weapons against any other country whatsoever will be committing a 
crime against humanity and should be dealt with as a war criminal." 


The Commission points out that Christians of all denominations "work 
with all their might for international goodwill and for world peace, with order 
and justice", and that the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
early this year had appealed "for a gigantic new effort for peace". However, it 
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added, there are "serious diiferences" between the Christian a >proach and the 
principles underlying the Stockholm Appeal which "fits in closely" with the 
Soviet proposals in the United Nations Atomic Commission. 


"Outlawry and control are stated as separate objectives", the letter 
explained, "but are in reality inseparable, The term ‘strict international con- 
trol! has already been used by Soviet representatives to describe their proposal 
for national ownership and management, periodic (as against continuous) inspection 
of declared facilities, and special investigations when suspicions of violations 
AYisSCece 


"The outlawing of atomic weapons is not enough", the letter stated 
further, "Peace requires a workable means of restraining every aggressor, no 
matter whether he uses atomic or other instruments of destruction, or measures 
of coercion or infiltration. Any plan to outlaw weapons must be based upon 
effective measures of inspection,and any system of inspection must provide for 
continuous international supervision, which the U.S.S.R. has so far resisted," 


Cautioning “against raising undue expectations from negotiations on 
the political level", the Commission urges that "headway on that level involved 
a new birth of mutual confidence, which requires a transformation of basic 
attitudes and the establishment of a common foundation of moral principles. These 
fundamental issues should receive prominent attention in Church statements on 


atomic crisis." E,P.S. Geneva 
CANADA . Bishop of Chichester!s Broadcast from Toronto 


Broadcasting from Toronto, in connection with the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches meeting there from July 6-15, under his chair- 
manship, Dr. G.K,A, Bell, Bishop of Chichester, declared that the contemporary 
world "nreds both a social and a spiritual revolution", and urged the paramountcy 
of spiritual values. : 

The Bishop who was speaking in C.B.S.'s(Columbia Broadcasting System) 
"Church of the Air" programme, transmitted via Station CFRS, added: "The Welfare 
State of the 20th century gives form to the Social Revolution. But, unless the 
spiritual revolution also comes, it will bring a menace of anothe kind to man's 
spiritual life. The real conflict is between those who maintain that spiritual 
values are absolute and those who hold that material forces are supreme." 


"Is there any hope of resurrection for the 20th century man?, he asked 
and continued: "One of the most striking features of the 20th century has been 
the coming together of the Christian Churches on a world scale. It is known as 
the Ecumenical Movement", Beginning in missionary enterprise it continued in a 
movement among the Churches. In 1948 at Amsterdam, the World Covncil of Churches 
was founded. 


Here, for the first time we have the Orthodox Churches, and other 
Eastem Churches, and the Protestant, Anglican and Old Catholic Churches of the 
West, all c-operating to facilitate coimon action, common study, a united Christ~ 
ian witness, and mutal support in the task of evan:elism. The potentialities 
are very great. The Russian Orthodox Church does not see its way to join the 
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World Cowneii in its present form. Butapees from it, and other Orthodox Churches 
under its immediate influence, already 156 Churches have joined," 


As to the Roman Catholic Church, "the new papal pronouncement indeed 
encourages Roman Catholics to co-operate in certain ways, though it is diffi- 
cult at this state to see how far the limited permission goes. To my own mind 
the co-operation of all Christian Communions, on the basis of the Divinity of 
Christ, is of first-class importance. And = should hope further that those who 
do not belong to any Christian Church, but believe in absolute spiritual values, 
will join with Christians in upholding those values, 


"The Christian Churches in the past have too often put other loyalties 
before loyalty to Christ. and confused the Gospei with their own economic or 
national or racial interests. But they stand supremely, as no other body stands, 
alike for the Transcendence of God and for His Identification with human life 
in His own person, and for a Kingdom that is not of this world. and yet pray 
that this Kingdon may: come on earth as it is in heaven, The Gospel which the 
Church preaches is a gospel of forgiveness and reconciliation. And just as the 
Gospel is universal in its range- so the Church is a universal society, trans- 
cending nations and races and classes, Unity is not uniformity; and the one 
Christian Church cm find expression today through the fellowship of Churches, 
especially in the World Council of Churches, And it is in the faith to which the 
World Council of Churches gives witness, in the unity of mankind through God in 
Christ, in prayer, and in the Gospel. preached by the whole Christian community 
that the supreme hope cf spiritual Revolution and Resurrection lies," E,P,S,Geneva 


W.C.C,. Executive Meeting in Torento 


Dr. Erling Eidem, who retired recently as Archbishop of Uppsala and 
Primate of the Lutheran Church of Sweden, has resigned as a president of the 
World Council of Churches, His resignation was accepted by the Executive Committee 
of the World Council at its session in Toronto as it prepared for the third 
annual meeting of the Central..Committee, 


In his letter of resignation, Dr, Eidem stressed the importance of 
the "glorious work of ecumenism", and voiced his continuing interest in “our common 
ecumenical task". A letter of appreciation will be sent to Dr. Hidem by presidents 
of the World Council attending the sessions in Toronto, namely Bishop G, Bromley 
Oxnam, (Methodist Church, New York), Dr. Mare Boegner (President of the French 
Protestant Federation), and Archbishop Germanos (Metropolitan of Thyateira, England), 


Twelve church leaders from nine countries - all members of the Central 
Committee of the World Gouncil of Churches « were awarded ox Juiz Lo degrees of 
honorary Doctor of Divinity by four theological colleges in Toronto. 


The churchmen honoured include the Rt. Revs George Kennedy Allen Bell, 
Bishop of Chichester (Church of England), the Rev. Dr, Franklin Clark Fry, Presi- 
dent of the United Lutheran Church in America, who are chairman and vice-chairman 
respectively of th W.C.C.'s Central Committees, 


Degrees were also conferred upon two presidents of the World Council, 
Archbishop Germancs of Thyateira, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch for Western 
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and Central Europe (Orthodox), and Dr. Marc Boegner, President of the French 
Protestant Federation, Other recipients included Bishop Otto F. Dibelius of 
Berlin, President of the Evanyelical Church in Germany; Bishop Leonardo Dia y 
Granada of the Philippine Islands, Bishop of the United Church of Christ; the 
Rev. Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Executive Secretary of the National Christian Council 
of India; the Rev. Leslie E. Cooke, General Secretary of the Congregational Union 
of Encland and Wales; the Rev. Dr. Roy D. Whitehorn, Mrderator of the Presbyter- 
jan Church of England. The Rev. Dr. Michio Kozaki, Moderator of the United Church 
of Christ in Japan and chairman of the National Christian Council of Japan, has 
received his degree in abseritia. 


Two staff members from the World Council headquarters in Geneva, the 
Rev. Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary, and Bishop Stephen C. Neill, 
Associate General Secretary, have also received honorary degrees. E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITZD STATES Evangelical and Reformed 
Synod Seeks United Church 


A united Church to meet today's world situation was urged by the 
General Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church at its triennial meeting 
in Collegeville, Pa., on June 27. 


Asking the denomination to join in the movement for cencerted action 
of Christians through a united Church, the Synod said: 


"We have evidence in many sections cf the world of the rapidly grow- 
ing inroads cf secularism and atheism, operating on the basis of world-wide 
‘strategies, 


"These strategies threaten to weaken if not to nullify completely 
the results of consecrated living and faithful witness of .any generations of 
church people. They cannot be met effectively without the spiritual witness 
and concerted action of present-day Christians through a United Church» 


"It is especially important that Christian men and women, in nations 
which have been called upon for world leadership, shall have a means for express— 
ing their’ common Christian ideals and convictions in the life of their respective 
countries. 


"In the perspective of the world scene, and in view of our great 
common convictions and concerns, some of our cenominational differences appear 
inconsequential," 


Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary cf the World Council of 

Churches, who was a featured speaker at the Synod, told the delegates that the 
ecumenical movement is increasing, even behind the so-called Iron Curtain. 

i E.P.5. Geneva 


- KOREA Latest i-issionary News 


When the Communists invaded Seoul, all but one of the miss onaries 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., now in active service in Korea, were attending 
a conference at Teachon Beach, a coast town some 100 miles south of the city, 
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the Church's Board of Foreign ifissions announced in New York, There are 25 Pres- 
byterian, U.S.A4., missionaries serving in Korea, Among them six are remaining 
in Korea, and 27 have already been evacuated. 


Forty-eight Methodist Missionaries have been evacuated from Korea 
to Japan, and six others are believed to remain behind the Communist lines in 
Kaesung (Songdo) , just south of the 38th parallel, it was.announced on June 29, 
in New York by the Methodist Board of Missions and Church Extension. 


Five Methodist missionaries whe were at Teachon Beach were evacuated 
to Fukuoka along with members of the Presbyterian Mission who were holding a 
conference in that coastal resort. 


Dr. Rowland M, Cross, Secretary for the Far East of the oreign 
Missions Conference of North America, sent a cable from New York to the National 
Christian Council of Korea expressing "deep sympathy with Korea and the Korean 


Church" in the current crisis. E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY By way of Reparation 


The Protestant students of the Humbold University and Technical 
College of Berlin have written to the Jewish community in Berlin expressing 
their entire agreement with the message issued by the Pan-German Synod on the 
Jewish question, and volunteering to do what they can towards repairing the 
wrong done to the Jews by making themselves responsible, or at any rate by giving 
their services, for the work of restoration should there by any further cases 
of graves' being desecrated in Jewish cemeteries. In addition, they wish to 
provide material support for Jewish fellow-students in difficulties. E.P.S,Geneva 


GERMANY Church and School 


The sentence "Jesus never lived," which was contained in the history 
textbook compiled by the Soviet education expert, Michulin, and made compulsory 
in the schoois of the German Democratic Republic, has been deleted from all new 
editions, consequent upon the taking—up cf the matter by the Churches with the 
authorities, 


At a meeting of 400 teachers in Berlin, Dr. Jacobi, the General 
Superintendent, described the problems of conscience confronting teachers and 
children in the Eastern Zore as being just as much as ever "a question with an 
established claim on the attention of church leaders." The Church would not, 
he said, look on "like a dumb dog", while intelligent pupils were excluded from 
essential examinations on grounds of “eccnomico-political immaturity," Further, 
the penalisation of pupils, many of whom were being expelled from secondary 
schools because, in particular, they belonged +o the youth branch of the Church, 


was Likewise not to be borne, E.P,S. Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA The New Patriarch 


On Saturday, July 1, Bishop Vikenty of Srensky Karlovci was elected 
Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church by 33 votes to 28. He had held the epis- 
copal office since 1939, and had for the last few years worked with the late 
Patriarch Gavrilo as assistant bishcp. B.P.5, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Death of Metropolitan Theophilus 


The death is announced in San Francisco, after an illness lasting some 
time, of the Metropolitan of the Russian Orthodox Church in the U.S.A.; Arch» 
bishop Theophilus. 


Archbishop Theophilus came into the limelight as one of the leading 
figures in the negotiations for re-ordering the relations among the various 
Russian Orthodox groups in the U.S.A.(see EPS Nr. 25/1947; 3/1948), He was 
als in touch with the ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches, 
and among other inter-church meetings he visited the conference held in April 
1947 in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., by the Provisional Committee of the World Council, 
then in process of formation (see EPS No, 17/1947). E.P.S, Geneva 


FRAN CE The Church of the Moscow Exarchate 


Representatives of t he parishes belonging to the Western ELurcpean 
Exarchate of the Moscow Patriarchate met some time ago in Paris with a view to 
extending, first and foremost, the church work being done among children, in-~ 
valids and the poor. 


To begin with, there simply were no means of any kind at disposal for 
church work among youth — no money, no equipment, no adequate space, no per- 
sonnel. However, the young people themselves made a beginning, by means of a 
campaign which brought in the first funds. And the Church had friends, even 
among the Protestants, so that finally the necessary money, a house, the equip- 
ment and the personnel were forthcoming. 


In addition, there are the so-called "Thursday schools" run by the 
Church, which have 40 children and 8 teachers. In the mornings these provide 
religious instruction and classes in Russian and Russian history. The afternoon 
are taken up with handwork, singing, visits to museums in Paris and so on, 


The conference of parish representatives emphasised the missionary 
character of all parish work, One crying need in the life of the Exarchate is 
the shortage of priests. There are parishes without priests at all, while re~ 
quests are coming in for the establishment of new parishes. In addition, the 
existing clergy have from time to time to visit certain scattered groups of 
Orthodox Christians owing allegiance tc the Moscow Patriarchate, so that their 
absence from their own parishes is on such occasions particularly felt, For 
this reason, the Church's bulletin publishes an appeal by a priest to the young 
people of the Church to ask themselves whether they do not feel called to the 
priesthood, and wishful to join "the ranks of Christ's warrior host." 

E,.P.5, Geneva 


) 


ERE The Place of Women in the Church 


On June 30 there was held in Paris the final session of the first of 
a series of Advanced Courses in Orthodox Theology for women. 


During the academic year 1949-50, lectures were delivered on the Old 
and New Testaments, dogmatics, general church history, apologetics, moral theology, 
liturgical theory, transcripts of archives, psychology and pedagogy, and a special 
course was arranged dealing with the service rendered by women to the Church, 
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Those attending the course numbered 35. Next year two courses are to 
be held, the first a repetition of the above for newcomers, and the second a 


continuation. The courses are organised for the evenings. E.P.S. Geneva 
GETTANY Dr. Maas on his Visit to Israel 


Dean Hermann Maas, of Heidelberg, who in the spring was the first and 
only German to pay a visit, at the invitation of the Israeli Ilinistry of Religious 
Affairs, to the young State of Israel (see EPS No, 19), has given his impressions 
of his trip in a speech delivered in Karlsruhe under the title "Israel and the 
Christian Communion", 


"You meet the people of God in that country," said Dean Maas. "This people 
was torn up from the vocation it is now following with gladness. And we allowed 
that word which reads so easily, 'I only am escaped alone to tell thee,! to 
become a frightful reality, The people of Israel was robbed of life in its 
entirety. All the greater, then, is the change which is now taking place, which 
you may observe even in the faces you see about you, and ~ which may testify to 
the fact that, according to a recent inquiry into what occupation the population 
wished to take up, 50% wanted to be farmers and 25% artisans, but none wanted 
to be bankers or anything of that nature, And thus this despoiled and ravaged 
nation has, attained to a new honour. Yet the Christian communion cannot think 
of Israel today without doing penance. We should stop our talk of restitution, 
and begin to love this Israel with its changed countenance. 


"What will come of it, you ask? If it has been said that the scattering 
abroad of Israel into all the world was of God, then is the gathering together 
of Israel out of all the world of Godalso, And what has come of it? You meet 
sheer miracles, and the belief runs deep within that 'God hath done this.!" 


In conclusion, Dean Maas briefly sketched the fate of Jerusalem during 
the Arab war, and, in regard to the United Nations decision to partition it, 
asked, "Who was it saved Jerusalem? The earthly Jerusalem is promised to the 
people of Israel by the Lord. Christians are promised another Jerusalem, that 


one that is above," E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE 25 Years of Theological Training 


The Orthodox Institute of Theology in the Rue de la Crimée in Paris, 
which is affiliated to, the Western European Exarchate of the Oecuisenical Patriarch— 
ate of Constantinople, recently celebrated its silver jubilee (see EPS No. 19), 


The Institute, it is now announced, has in the course of its existence 
trained 104 priests. Of its graduates who did not eventually become priests, 
many are now serving the Orthodox Church in other ways. Of those who did, 43 
took the cowl, while three reached the rank of archpriest. 


Graduates of the ecclesiastical academy of St. Sergius are scattered all 
over the world. Sixty are in the service of the Church in France, 2 in North 
America, 2 in Belgium, 7 in Poland, 4 in Germany, 2 in Switzerland, one each in 
Greece, Roumania, Bulgaria and the Netherlands, five in the Soviet Union and so on. 
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There are at present 27 candidates for the priesthood studying at the 
Institute: seven are in their first semester, nine (including 5 Serbs, 2 Syrians 
and a Bulgarian) in their third, The influx of non-Russian students is a result 
of the course of events in Europe, and "it may be that the will of God is to 


give the Academy a pan-Orthodox significance." u.P.5. Geneva 
GiRi ANY The Church and the Working Class 


The joint statement issued on June 26, 1950; by the "Church and Working 
Class" study group in Frankfurt, made up of leading representatives of the Protest— 
ant and Catholic Churches and of the Trade Union movement, contains the teers 
important passages, which we quote: i 


"Impelled by uneasiness as to the fate, the difficulties and the future 
of the German working man and woman, clerics and laymen of both the Christian 
Churches have during the past six months been carrying on a series of discussions 
tn Frankfurt/Main with men and women of the Trade Union movement. The parties to 
these discussions feel under obligation to pass on the insights gained thereby to 
those who, like themselves, have no more ardent desire than to bring about a real 
and.lasting improvement in the external living conditions of all workers, and 
the rececgnition of their full status as human beings. 


"They therefore jointly declare: We recognise and confess that, by failure 
on the part of members of the Churches and of the Trade Unions, Christian and non— 
Christian alike, in past and present, grave mistakes lve been made which have borne 
heavily on the working class... 


"The most serious obstacle to closer co-operation is no longer so much 
the question of ideological neutrality in the Trade Unions, nor yet the recognition 
by the Church of the social coming-of-age of the worker, with all that than en— 
tails, but the misconception re:arding one another which is still prevalent on 
both sides, and which comes from an epoch that should be put behind us once and 
for all. 


"We believe that it is both valuable and salutary for Trade Unionists — no 
matter whether they are members of the Christian Churches or not ~ and representat— 
ives of the 6hurches, clerical and lay, to whom the removal of all the hardships 
under which the workers suffer is a real and vital concern, to meet together for 
discussion in a spirit of mutal confidence... 


"We members of the two Churches, clerical and lay, believe that the values 
of 'freedom, justice and human dignity! which are anchored in the basic law of the 
Trade Unions constitute an ideological foundation of sufficient breadth and stabi- 
lity to allow of the fulfilling of all the duties that go with Trade Union work 
in accordance with principles of social ethics which are recognised by the Christ-— 
ian Churches likewise. ‘Ye are of the conviction that active cooperation by the 
Christian workers of the Trade Union movement involves them in ro moral or relig-— 
ious peril, but that, on the contrary, it is when they tle mselves shoulder their 
duties and responsibilities in the Trade Unions that they will be truly fulfilling 
the social mission laid upon them by Gods We members of the Trade Unions have no 
protest to make against the education and training of Christian workers within the 
confessional patterns of work. We have no fear that the unity of the Trade Unions 
would thereby be destroyed, or even endangered, but expect rather that these wrkers, 
acting from a sense of their responsibility as Christians, will come as a welcome 
reinforcement for our work. We will give them all scope for responsible co—opera— 
tion." E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Prominent Church Editor Dies 


Word has just come from the United States of tle tragic death of Dr, 
David D. Baker, editor of"fhe Messenger", official organ of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, 


Dr. Baker, who was 52 years old, died from injuries suffered in an autoe 
mobile accident near Barnesville, Ohio, on June 27. 


His sudden death is a serious blow to ecumenical Christianity among 
American Churches. After attending the Amsterdam Confe-ence of the World 
Council of Churches in 1948, Dr. Baker had done much to further the cause of 
ecumenicity in his capacity as a church journalist. 


Dr. Baker had been a staff member of the Robert College in Istanbul, 
Turkey, and of the North Japan College for & year, He had been assistant 
minister of the Old Camagate Church in Edinburgh, Scotland and served as 
a faculty member of the American School for Boys in Baghdad,’ Iraq, Later 
he became pastor of St. Paul's Church in Baltimore, Maryland. 


Leaving parish work, Dr, Bker became Secretary for Missionary Education 
of the Reformed Church in the United States, which denomination later merged 
with the Evangelical Synod to form the present Evangeliral and Reformed Church, 
Dr. Baker became editor of publications of the united denomination. He also 
was the author of several books. 


At the time of his death he was writing a book ‘Important Churches of 
the United States!, designed as a popular description of American ecumenical 
Christianity. E.P.S, Geneva 
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the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD'S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
r and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


NOs 29 Seventeenth Year July 21, 1950 
KOREA Church Leaders! Appeal for Help 


Church leaders in Korea have adressed an urgent appeal for help 
from American Churches, in a cable adressed to the International Missionary 
Council in New York. 


Signed by the Rev. H. Nankung, Secretary of the National Christian 
Council of Korea, the cable said: "Large invading forces are pressing all 
around us. Begsing immediate help from U.S.A. Use your best influence." 


In r@ly, the Rev. Charles W. Ransom, General Secretary of the Inter- 
‘ national Missionary Council, cabled the following messages 


tMany thanks for cable which I have shared with the Foreign Missions 
Conference and Churches! Commission on Internat onal Affairs. Rowland Cross 
convening emergency meeting in Korea for Foreign Missions Conference. Frederick 
Nolde, Director of C.C.I.A., maintaining close contact through UN channels. 
Will inform you of resulting developments, Assurance of deep concern and con- 
tinuing prayer." E.P.S, Geneva 


The Central Committee of of the World Council | cf Churches 
Tat. Toronto %) 


Preaching at an ecumenical service of worship at the Timothy Baton 
Memorial Church, Toronto, held in connection 1 with the meeting of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, its vice-chairman, Dr. Franklin C. 
Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church in America said that "Christians 
need to take anew a searching, hungering, yearning look at God", as an antidote 


to both the "groundless optimism" and "darkest forebodings" of today's world. 


; Responsibility for man's alternate moods of high optimism and deep 
depression he attributed to modern-day preaching, much of which is "morbidly 
obsessed with man" to the exclusion of God, "We flatter ourselves", said Dr. 
Fry, "that we are building the Kingdom of God and glory in our success, for- 


#) see also EPS No. 27 and 28, 
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getting that it is God's Kingdom and He is the builder. ‘What is most shocking 
of all is that so few of us even sense the arrogant presumption of puny man 
usurping God's placesce 


"There is nothing more salutary or a greater aid to sanity", he said, 
"than to be silent and to know that He is and Who He is.! 


na ee 


Bishcp Bivind Penaeese of Oslo, Primate of the Lutheran Church of 
Norway, was unanimously elected a president of the World Council of Churches at 
the third annual meeting of the W.C.C.'s Central Committee, Toronto, Bishop 
Berggrav succeeds former Archbishop Erling Eidem; Sweden, who resigned because 
of advanced age. He will serve out the unexpired three years of Dr, Eidem's 
five-year term, Because of ill-health, Bishop Berggrav could not attend the 
sessions in Toronto, 


Christian Witness Transcends Frontie’s ¢: 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft's Report 


The World Council of Churches must use "all possible opportunities" 
to remain in contact with Christians behind the tron Curtain", Dr. “,A, Visser 
't Hooft, the Council's General Secretary said, addressing the Cantral Committee 
at Toronto. Christians in Communist Aout sa. are in danger of being forgotten 
"precisely at the moment when they are in the midst of their great spiritual 
battles and learn hard and wonderful. lessons by which the whole of Christendom 
should be enriched", 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft urged that prayers embrace both the men and women 
who "have become the victims of the totalitarian attempt to silence the voice 
of the Church", and also those church leaders "who remain wholly loyal to the 
Christian cause and fight against atheism in its various forms," 


These leaders "are often misunderstood because their social and polit— 
ical decisions differ from those which are taken by the majority of Christians 
in the West", Dr. Visser 't Hooft declared, He stressed, likewise, the World 
Council's Gi etconorat: of the attitude of those churchmen "who create spiritual 
and moral confusion by trying to mix their Christianity with secular or even 
anti-Christian or totalitarian ideologies. 


He added that the World Council's doctrinal position has been attacked 
as both fundamentalist and modernist, ‘that politically it has been criticised as 
a tool of both capitalism and Bouminisn, In this situation Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
urged that all opportunities which offer themselves should be used "to correct 
false impressions" of the World Council, to clarify and explain its goals in such 
a way that "there remains no room for misunderstanding on the part of anybody 


except those who are blinded by prejudice," 


The purpose of the World Council must be formulated in such a way 
"that a mistaken conception of the World Council being or becoming a super- 
church is excluded once and for all", Dr, Visser 't Hooft declared, who warned 


against"the misleading expression Aeeia @hurch!, which had created so much 
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confusion among us. Participation of the World Council", he added, "implies 
the acceptance of a different responsibility: namely, to seek seriously and 
constantly for ways and means by which we may manifest together the essential 
oneness of the Church of Christecs 


"In many circles, including church circles, the distinction between 
the task of the Church and the task of the State has been forgotten. There is 
a powerful temptation" today in all political and social situations "to adjust 
the message of the Church to the prevalent political and ideological currents". 
"The World Council", continued the General Secretary, "must find its way through 
this chaos of voices and must seek to echo only the voice of the Lord of the 


Church't, 


"It would be untrue to its very nature if it should enter the political 
arena", he stressed. "And not because it is afraid to commit itself but rather 
because it has a previous commitment to the cause of Christ which transcends all 
human causes and is more universal then all human causes", 


The final criterion of the World Council's work "is whether it results 
in convincing common witness so that the world, the pagan world of our time... 
may see more clearly that there is salvation from the ani--heap of the total 
state and the despair of uncontrolled self-expression", This cannot be a partial 
witness “which deals merely with the so-called religious province of life", but 
must be a "total witness" to be convincing in a world of totalitarian systems. 


"If we seek to deal with social and political issues we do not do so 
because we are obsessed by the secular", he explained, "we do it because it be~ 
longs to the very nature of the witness which we are called to render. And in 
a world in which men's life everywhere is fashioned by social and political 
conditions, convictions, ideologies, we are, for the sake of God and men, forced 
to deal with the great secular issves of our time", 


"The Churches reserve, therefore, their right to speak the Word of 
God to all nations, regimes and systems, They desire to remain in close fellow~ 
ship with each other regardless of the régimes under which they have to live." 


Faith and Order 


Plans for the third World Conference on Faith and Order, to be held 
at Lund, Sweden, in 1952, were approved by the Central Committee after it heard 
a Re colt from the Rev. Oliver S. Tomkins of London, associate general secretary 
of the World Gouncil in charge of its Commission on Faith and Order, 


The aim of the conference will be to discuss the obstacles to unity 
presented by differences of faith and order, including the non~theological factors 
that hinder and those that accelerate the Church's unity. 


Subjects to be considered will also include the nature and purposes 
of the Church and its Ministry, the task and function of the Church on earth, 
different ways of worship, and obstacles to intercommunion, 
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The following Faith and Order meetings are planned for the coming 
months: 


1) The Theological Commission on Ways of Worship will meet from 
August 1114 at Thun, Switzerland. . The Commission on the Church meets from 
August 15-23 in Cambridge. Thé Commission on Intercommunion meets from Septem- 
ber 1-8 at Biévres, near Parise 


2) At these meetings the Commissioners will complete their task and 
draw up the reports to be presented to the Churches, These reports, together 
with a wide variety of essays contributed by many theologians; will make up the 
volumes forming the basis cf the discussion at the World Conference in Lund, in 
1952.6 


3) The full Faith and Order Commission is not meeting this year, but 
there was an enlarged meeting of its Executive in North America on June 28 to 
take in all those members of the Commission attending the North American meetings, 
in addition to the available members of the Executive. The European members of 
the Executive meet at Biévres from September 9-11. 


The Place of Women in the Church 


Because the Church has not kept pace with the secular wrld in grant- 
ing them recognition, women have turned their talents to business, professional 
and public life, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches was told 
by Miss Sarah Chakko, President of the Isabella Thoburn College at Lucknow, India. 


Miss Chakko stressed her belief that the formation of the World 
Council's Commission on the Life and Work of Women in the Church "is a forward 
step to remedy the situation". The purpose of the Commission is "to work for 
the wholeness of the Church", and in that aim the proper role of women in the 
Church must be determined. In an effort to discover what this role is, Miss 
Chakko reported, the Commission has authorised a study on the manewoman relation- 
ship "in the light of Biblical teaching and the tradition of the Church, with 
special reference to the place and work of women in the Church", 


Youth 


Youth of the Churches in every part of the world have shown a keen 
interest in the idea of the ecumenical movement, Miss Jean Frasery Director of 
the World Council of Churches! Youth Department, told the members of the Central 
Committee in Toronto. 


The ecumenical movement, she said, “expresses the unity between the 
Churches in which youth believe, the common purpose among Christians of all 
nations, which is an anchor in a divided world, and a conviction about the relev- 
ance of Christian faith in every aspect of human life." 


: "It is more and more accepted", she added, "that youth must be the 
mobile force of the Church, evangelising as well as being evangelised," 
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Message of H.R,H, Princess Wilhelmina 


In a message to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
meeting in Toronto the former Queen of the Netherlands, H.R.H, Princess Wilhel~ 
mina,stressed the need for a unity of spiritual purpose in which "every variety 
and difference will be taken up in this community of souls and they will live 
as equals side by side in the knowledge of their responsibility towards each 
other and towards Christe>cs | ' 


"Everywhere in the world we meet the same yearning for freedom from 
fear, the same cry for light in the darkness, the same call for possibilities 
for activity," said Princess Wilhelmina. "How much more than ever before sounds 
through the spiritual chaos the direct cry of distress, for God's mercy..." 


Religious Freedom 


All practices by which governments, Churches, or other agencies curb 
religious freedom were condemned in a series of resolutions adopted by the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches at Toronto, 


It was made clear by the Committee that it opposed discrimination by 
any faith, Protestantjsm, Catholicism, Islam, or Orthodoxy. The Committee also 
agreed that representations regarding infringement of religious freedom should 
be made to governments or to the United Nations and to the religious authorities 
which have jurisdiction or influence in the countries concerned, 


The Central Committee pointed out that "in many countries restrictions 
upon the exercise of religious freedom are variously imposed by totalitarian 
governments, by dominant religious majorities, or by religious groups seeking 
dominance," 


Referring to a study submitted earlier by the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, which dealt with violutions of religious freedom in 
countries dominated by Roman Catholicism and Islam, the Committee called atten- 
tion to these "serious infringements", but also noted that it had received reports 
concerning discrimination against religious minorities from countries where 
Protestant’ or Orthodox Churches are dominant, 


The Committee further resolved to encourage the developmat of "a com- 
prehensive and coordinated programme of action, national and international, and 
thereby to pursue affirmative, preventive, and remedial measures for promoting 
the observance of religious freedom for all men", It isexpacted that special 
efforts will bemade to raise funds to finanre such a pro gramme, 


Emphasis was made by the Committee on the "vital importance" nf incorporat- 
ing adequate gwarantees of religious liberty within national constitutions. It 
expressed gratification over the recent enactment of such constitutional safe- 
guards in various countries, and urged all governments when drafting or amending 
constitutions or laws to “secure for all people within their jurisdictions the 
fundamental right of religious freedom," 
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The officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs were requested to transmit the resolutions of the Central Committee to 
each country concerned, in consultation with the member Churches and Christian 
Councils in these countries. 


The Central Committee also stated its conviction that all nations 
should make legal provision concerning conscietisus objectors and passed a 
resolution emphasising that "the conscientious decisions of Christians with 
recard to participation or non=participation in war are to be respected," 


Appointment of a committee was authorised to prepare a draft state- 
ment on the "desirable principles" on which such legislation by countries through- 
out the world should be based. The statement will be submitted to the Central 
Committee at its meeting in 1951. 


Korean War 


The World Council of Churches adopted a statement on the Korean war 
in which it commended the United Nations "for its prompt decision to meet this 
aeression and for authorising a police measure which every member nation should 
support," 


"At the same time", the statement stressed, “governments must press 
individually and through the Mnited Nations for a just settlement by negotiation 
and conciliation". 


Declaring that "the enforced division of a people in Korea or else= 
where is a bitter resul of the divided world", the Central Committee added that 
it "violates fundamental rights and increases the threat to peaces... The United 
Nations has attempted to establish a free; united and independent Korea within 
the community of nations", it said, "Every opportunity which may arise from the 
presmt tragic situation must be used to gain this end", 


The Committee stated its conviction that the Korea situation "named 
not be the beginning of a general war." It warned that "we must not regard 
worldwide conflict as inevitable" and that "!.any tendency to irresponsible fatal- 
ism should be resisted", 


We stand for a just peace under the rule of Law and must seek peace 
by expanding justice and by attempting to reconcile contending world powers", 
the committee said, 


The World Council's statemmt observed that postwar totalitarianism 
"relies not only en military pressures, but alan upon a policy of exploiting the 
distress of the poor, the resentments of subject peoples, discriminations on 
grounds of race, religion or national origin, the chacs of badly governed nations 
and the general disunity between nations", 


"The Korean attack may well be one ef a possible series of thrusts at 
such weak points in worid society. Since the world is still filled with such 
injustices and disorder, a mod’ of complacency is both wrong and politically 
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dangerous, Overcoming these evils is therefore the most important means for 
rendering the world morally impregnabie to totalitarian infilt ration," 


Condemnation of Modewn Warfare Methods 


The Central Committee also condemned methods of modern warfare and 
declared that they "involve a use of force and a destruction of life on so 
terrible a scale as to imperii. the very basis on which law and civilisation 
can rest," 


It is therefore imperative “that they should be banned by international 
agreement and we welcome every sincere proposal to this end." 


The so-called "Stockholm Appeal.". issued early this year by the Congress 
of Partisans of Pease “must be regarded as a strategy of propaganda rather than 
&@ genuine peace proposal", it was pointed ovt, 


The Committee further stated: "We must seek peace by cultivating mutual 
confidence and work for an indreasing devotion to common moral principles,.«... 
We see the judgments and warnings of God in the things which are now being 
wrought. As Christians it must be ovr purpose to ‘redeem the time becaise the 
days are evil', Every temptation to ease and social difference in so tragic 
an age, and every tendency towards hysteria amidst the perils about us, must 
be resisted, We must encourage each other to bear the burdens and face the 
tasks of our age in the faith of Him Who abideth faithful, leaving what lies 
beyond our power to Tiim Whose power ruleth and overruleth the actions and 


passions of men and nations.” E.P.S,. Geneva 
} 
INDONESTA Missionary Killed by Terrorists 


Consequent cn certain alarm'ng developments in Celebes in May 1950, 
during the guerilla activity between terrorist gangs and regular Indonesian 
troops, the Directorate of the Netherlands United Missions in Oegstgeest authcor- 
ised Dr. J.H.Stelma to go out to Indonesia and study the situation, On his return 
home in the beginning of July, Dr. Stelma presented his report, from which we 
quote the following details: 


In order to make the necessary steps cn behalf cof missionaries and their 
families, the missions consul]. in Jakarta, Dr, van Beyma, went to Macassar in June, 
whence he wired the missi onaries in tlh various parts of the island to advise 
them to come to Macassar or Menadc, 


On his return to Jakarta, the missions consul iearnt of the murder of 
Pastor G.W, Mollema by a terrorist gang, whe at the same time killed an Indonesian 
evangelist and a companion, It was then agreod with the delegate of the Nether~ 
lands Mission Societies that all missionaries should be asked to go at once to 
Macassar with their families, For the time being, however, only the missionaries 
from Mamasa (Christian Reformed Church) and Rante Pao (Reformed Mission Society) 
have left their fields. The missi onaries hcpe to go back to their posts as soon 
as the Indonesian Churches ask them to do sos 


The impression should not be entertained from these events that mission 
work in Celebes is at an end. Even if all the missionaries were temporarily 
obliged to leave their work, the spreading of the Gospel is well under way in 
the island, E.P,S. Geneva 
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Concluding Sessions of the Central Comrittee 
of the World council of Churches at loronto 


Decisions taken by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches during the pene: sessions of its third 
/annual meeting held at toronto (see H.P.S. Nos. 28-29) included 
the following:- 


The Second Assembly 


When the World Council of Churches holds its ~“econd Assembly 
on the campus of Northwestern University at svanston, Ill., during 
the last two weeks of pugust in 1955, its theme will be based on 
the affirmation that “Jesus Christ as Lord is the only hope of 
both the Church and the world." 


: It was agreed by the Central Committee that the Second 
Assembly should be composed of 600 delegates. A plan for the 
allocetion of places among the World Council's member Churches will 
be prepared by the Bxecutive Committee for consideration next year. 


In a departure from the vlans for the First assembly at 
Amsterdam in 1948, the Uhurches will be asked, in choosing their 
delegates, to apvoint substitutes also, who will be entitled to 
attend the assembly with full rights, in the place of any af their 
delegates who ray be prevented from attending. 


fhe Central Committee also approved recommendations to limit 
the number of consultents to 150 or less, to set the number of youth 
delegates at 100, and to fix the number of eccredited visitors at 
a figure not to exceed the number of delegates. 
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A two volume history of the Scumenical Movement is now in 
preparation by the World Council of Churches, it was reported at 
Toronte : It is hoped that the history may be published in 1952 in 
preparation for the %econd General Assembly. 


The first volume will deal with four centuries of the Ecu- 
menical Movements, from the Keformation to the World Missionary Confer- 
ence at Sdinburgh in 1910, and the second volume with the modern 
Keumenical Movement from 1910 to the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948, 


The first drafts prepared by the authors will be submitted to 
eighty-one consultant: for criticism to guide the authors in shaping 
their final drafts. 


Meaning of Membership of the 
Vor Council of Uhurches 


What does membershiv of the World Council of Churches mean 
for its 156 Member Churches in 44 countries? Debating this question 
at toronto, the Central Committee adovted a statement, bearing the 
title "The Church, the Churches and the World Gouncil of Churches, © 
for discussion in the member Uhurches during the coming year, ‘they 
will be asked to express their opinions on it to next year's meeting 
of the Vommittee. 


Some of the main points »resented in the document are; 


1. the World Council is not a “suver-Church" and will never 
become so. It has no authority or desire to impose any views or 
actions uvon the Churches which comrose it. they remain free, each 
Church acting through its own governing budy, to accept or reject the 
decision sf..:the Council. ‘The authority of the Council consists 
only in the weight which it carries with the Churches by its own 
wisdom. 


2. The World Youncil is composed of over 150 Churches or 
denominations. 411 of these Churches believe that they ought to be 
in relations of closer unity than they are at present. But they do 
not all agres upon what form of final unity they seek. The answer 
to that question is one of the matters which the Churches meet each 
other in the Council in order to discuss. Particular Churches from 
time to time negotiate unions or mergers with each other. These 
negotiations are not vart of the responsibility of the vouncil, but 
a by-product of the friendly relations which the Church develops 
through contacts in the Uouncil. 


3. Among the Churches in the Council, many different views are 
held as to the meaning of "the Church." In the traditional creeds, 
widely used in most Churches, is the phrase “I believe in one Holy, 
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Catholic Church. Some Churches, like the bastern Orthodox, who are 
revresented in the Vouncil, or the Roman Cetholic, who are not, take 
this to refer to their own Church and that other Churches are not in 
the full sense “in the Church." Other Churches believe that "the 
One Holy Catholic Church" is the sum total of the veople calling 
themselves Uhristian. Various intermediate views are held by groups 
like Lutherans, anglicans, etc. But the World Council is oven for 
membershiv to Churches which hold any of these views and the 

Council itself holds no one view. It is the fellowship within which 
all such views are discussed. 


4, The Churches in the Council are held together by all 
being agreed upon the central Unristian doctrine of the deity of Jesus 
Christ. The Constitution of the Council states that it is ‘a fellow- 
ship of Churches which accert Our Lord Jesus Christ as tod and 
Seviour." It is the agresrent of all the member Churches upon this 
yoint which enables ther to remain in fellowship" with one another 
while discussing together their disagreements and sesking to over- 
come them. 


Problems of Racial Discrimination 


The Central Vommittee authorised at Toronto that “for the 
nurnoses of conference and fellowship’ an ecumenical delegation 
multi-racial in character and including Negro and Indian repres- 
entatives, be sent to the Churches of South Africa, if those Churches 
are ready to invite such a delegation. 


This decision was taken in accordance with the World 
Councilts declaration et the Amsterdam Assembly of 1948 in opposition 
to discrimination on the ground of race and colhour. 


br. W.A4. Visser ' t Hooft, General Secretary of the World 
Council, was asked in conjunction with the International Missionary 
Council, to learn from member Churches and Councils what assistance 
could be given by ecumenical arganisations, Church bodies and 
Councils “in seeking a Vhristian solution to their racial problems." 


The Committee re-affirmed its ovposition “to the exploitation 
of non-self governing peoples and flagrant violation of human rights, 
discrimination or segregation on the ground of race or colour, and 
again urged the Churches in every country "to work for the pro- 
gressive recognition and annlication of these vrinciples and above 
311 to observe them in their own rembership and life." 


The Churches were also urged to assemble statements made on 
race relations by the ‘orld Council and its associate bodies, and 
to distribute them widely, especially in the countries directly 
concerned with the problem, 
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The Church's Resvonsibility towards 


Ne ee ee me 


OF Ram ena rs eee 


Refugeess 


Following a report delivered by Dr. Robert Mackie, Director 
of the Department of Inter-Church sid and Service to Refugees of 
the World Council, and “profoundly moved by the continued suffering 
of millions cf refugees throughout the world," the Central Committee 
approved a statement reminding all Christian »veople “of their in- 
escapable obligation to stand by those who, through no fault of 
their own, have lost Bome and country." 


Voicing "vehement protest” against those national policies 
which are steadily increasing the number of these unfortunate men 
and women, the Committee declared:~ "The Christian conscience 
is revolted by the way in which political changes in our day 
inevitably produce the uprooting and setting adrift of masses 
of innocent citizens, it said. "The refugee problem is not an 
isolated misfortune, it is a judgment uvon our whole Society." 


Noting that the displaced persans have been the concern of 
the Churches for several years and that "much has been accomplished 
an their behalf," the Vommittee emphasized that the hardest task 
of resettlement will fall in the coming winter before the Internation- 
al Refugee Organisation (IRQ) ends its activities on March 31, 1951. 


The Member Churches of the World Council “have a special 
responsibility" to see that the aged, the handicapped and the per- 
manently sick among the members of the Orthodox and Protestant 
Churches receive adequate care, it was pointed out. 


The Committee cailed attention to some nine million other 
refugees in Western Europe, ‘ncluding new refugees from hastern 
Europe, Volksdeutsche communities and German expellees, and said 
that "this great mass of refugees places an almost intolerable burden 
upon Germany, 4ustria, and France,” 


Pledging itself to take every actian possible in this matter, 
the committee appealed for the maximum support of the Churches in 
those countries in their task of extending Christian fellowship 
and practical aid to those refugees.” 


Calling upon the Churches to keep the urgent human need of 
Arab refugees in the Middle East before their members, the Committee 
asked the World Council's Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees "to explore in what ways the Churches and other voluntary 
agencies may give more effective help, in cAcperation with the United 
Nations Relief and Works Apency , for the relief of the refugees and 
their ultimate rehabilitation." 


The Central Committee also drew attention to the plight of 
refugees in many other parts of the world, particularly in Greece, 
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China, India, Pakistan and Korea. It urged the Churches individually, 
and in cooperation with the Lepartment of Inter-Church «id and the 
International Missionary Council, to extend their help to suffering 
people wherever they may be located. 


Finally, the Committee stressed the necessity of national and 
inter~governmental action in order that the problem of refugees may be 
met in a comprehensive way. 


Fellowship Message to Christians in Korea 


Dispatch of a letter of fellowship and sympathy to the 
Christian people of Korea "in their vresent ordeal” was agreed by 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Toronto, 
The letter read: 


"Dear Brethren in Unrist, 


The Central Committee of the World Vouncil of Churches, 
assembled at Toronto, Lanada, desires to express its profound 
sympathy with the people of Korea in their present ordeal. We 
Wish, in particular, to convey to our Christian brethren, in 
all parts of Korea, our sense of unbroken fellowshio with them 
in Jesus Christ, and to assure them of our acute concern and 
our vrayers as they face the perils and sufferings of war. 


In a world deeply divided, Uhristians everywhere are called 
to witness to the transcendent unity which is given by 
Christ to His Church. We reaffirm our faith in the liberty 
wherewith Christ sets men free. No violence or threat by 
any worldly vower can rob us of that freedom. 


"Neither vrincipalities nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height nor deoth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." 


We vray that in your bitter trial God may guide you to 
do His Will and give you strength to endure; that in the fires 
of your suffering your faith may not falter; that in the 
midst of tumult and destruction you may be sustained by the 
sure knowledge that Lnrist has overcome the world. , 


And "the God of all grace who hath celled us unto His 
eternal glory by Vhrist Jesus, after that ye have suffered 
a while, make you verfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 


To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever." 
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New Church Members 


Four church bodies from 4sia and South America, with a com- 
bined membership of nearly 500,000, were accepted into the world 
Council of Churches. 


Approval of the anvlications ~ the Federation of Synods of 
Lutheran Churches in brazil, the Church of Central Java, the 
Methodist Church of Veylon, and the Syned of the svangelical Church 
of North Iran - raises the membership of the World Council t» 160 
Churches in 45 countries, representing more than 160 million Protestant, 
Orthodex and Old Uatholic Christians. 


| In recommending the four church bodies for membershio in the 
World Council, Bishop Stevhen C, Neill, chairman of the sub-committee 
on membership, said they had satisfied the requirements of orthodoxy, 
stability, and autonomy. 


Acceptance by the Central Committee must now be confirmed by 
the World Council's Member Uhurches. 


The Federation of Synods of Lutheran Churches in brazil, with 
431,000 members, was organized recently through the union of four in- 
denendent Lutheran synods. 


The Church of Central Java, with ebout 20,000 members, is 


of the Gereformeerde Kerken of Holland. It is the seventh body 
from Indonesia to join the World Council, | 


The Methodist Uhurch of Ceylon, with 21,700 members, has been 
under the Methodist Conference of Great Britain but was recently 
granted full autenomy. 


The Synod of the “vangelical Uhurch of North Iran is the 
first church body from Iran to affiliate with the World Council. 
Presbyterian in organisation, its membership of 3,000 makes it one 
of the smallest bodies in the Council. 


) ‘Some New. 4pn>intments 


Archbishop Yngve brilioth of Uppsala, newly-appointed Primate 
of the Church éf Sweden, was elected to the Executive Committee of the 
World Council, succeeding Bishop Hivind Berggrav of Norway, who earlier 
in the week was named as one of the six presidents of the Council. 
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Dr. Clarence Craig, President of Drew Theological Seminary 
of Madison, N.J., and chairman of the American Committee of Faith 
and Order, was elected American associate editor of the Ecumenical 
Review, periodical published by the World Council. Elections 
also took place to several sub-comrittees. 


Next Meeting of the Central Committee 


a nn 


It was decided to hold next year's meeting of the Central 
Committee at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches 
in Geneva, Switzerland, Agusut 4-11, 1951. E.P.S.Geneva 


— ~ = - “- _ 


The next number (No. 31) of the Ecumenical Press Service 
will appear on August 25, 1950. 


_ = -— == -— = - —-_— — 


Agr) TIN: ee rs 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 5 43 33 Telegr.: ‘ OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


| RI TE EPISODE IE LODE EPL IS BE SLO ELLE ALE ELL NS ELE LIEN ERI ALES TIED DY 
The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No, 31 ; Seventeenth Year August 25, 1950 
EAST ASIA Dr Rajah B. Manikam Elected Joint Secretary 


. Dr Rajah B, Manikam of Nagpur, India, has been unanimously chosen by the 
World’ Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council to fill the 
newly-created post of Joint Secretary for East Asia. 


Dr Manikam will be a "roving ambassador" whose full-time assignment will 
be to establish and strengthen contacts between the Protestant and Orthodox Church- 
es in East Asia and those in other lands. 

The choice of Dr Manikam for the post was made in Whitby, Canada, on 
July 17 by the joint committee of the World Cowmcil of Churches and the Internation-— 
al Missionary Council. It was confirmed by the "Ad Interim" Committee of the 
I.M.C. on July 21. 


Dr ianikam, member of the Federation of Lutheran Churches in India, is’ 
the Executive Secretary of the National Christian Council of India and Pakistan. 
He recently attended the meetings of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches and the International liissionary Council, and will return to India 


shortly. E.P.S. Geneva 
SWEDEN The Activity of the Estonian Lutherans in Exile 


» More than 3,000 church services and Bible classes have been held in 
Sweden during the five-year period, 1944-1949, by the Estonian Iutherans in exile. 


In addition, the Church has administered 638 baptisms, held 1,230 con- 
firmations, celebrated 384 marriages and conducted 194 burials. Nearly 116,000 
Swedish Kroner have been collected from voluntary offerings. 3 


The origin of this group dates back to 1944 when 23,000 Estonian refugees 
landed in Sweden. Among them were 28 pastors with their Archbishop, Dr Johan Kopp, 
at their head. At the time the Church of Sweden took six Estonian pastors into ~ 
its service and procured work for others so that they were able to earn a living 
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and care for ther fellow countryman in their spare time. Since then, eight 


more pastors have affiliated with the Swedish Church, B.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN YWCA Biennial Meeting 


The YWCA of Great Britain, which is 95 years old this year, held its 
Biennial Conference at Oxford at the end of July. 


The report presented by the National General Secretary showed the real 
substance of the work at present being done by the YWCA of Gre-+ Britain, This 
work includes not only hostels for women and girls up and dow: the country, - 
though in view of the great housing needs this constitutes a prominent part of 
the total work ~ but a whole programme of religious education, education in social 
and international affairs, centres for women in the services in Germany, the 
Middle East and in Great Britain itself. The international service of the 
Association also extends as far as West Africa, Iraq and China, 


Among the findings of the Conference, special stress was laid on the need 
to develop activities in the field of religious education, and full members of 
the Association accepted "their commitments to the constructive study of the 
Word of God and the call to 'set up signs that men may see!, sharing with others 
the faith by which they live." The Confermce was concerned to develop éloser 
fellowship between the YWCA and the Church in matters of common interest. 


The Conference urged that YWCA Centres should be seen as a means of foster~ 
ing right attitudes to home and family, It urged that the programme of Centres 
be extenced to include all age groups, so that "members of families may be 
helped to re-discover one another." It recommended that the Association should 
co-operate, locally and nationally, with *arriage Guidance Councils and with the 
Churches on these matters. E.P.S. Geneva 


Non-Governmental Organisations 
confer at Geneva on U.N. Consultaticas 


The non-governmental organisations in consultative status with the United 
Nations met in Geneva for their third annual conference with the immediate task 
of negotiating for future consultative and accomodation facilities at U.N.'s 
new administrative headquarters in New York City, U.S.A. 


Nonegovernmental organisations with various consultative status with the 
U.N. include: = The Commission of the Churches on International ‘ffairs, which 
was formally established in 1948 by the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council to counsel and voice the concern of their supporting 
Churches in public affairs; The International Conference of Free Trade Unions; 
The International Federation of Christian Trade Unions; Pax Romana (International 
Catholic movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs); The World Assembly of 
Youth; The World's Young Women's Christian Association and the World Jewish 
Congress. 


The delegates appointed a nine-—ember committee "to assure appropriate 
liaison" with United Nations officials. 
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The Rev. Elfan Rees, adviser on refugee affairs to the World Council of 
Churches, was elected chairman of this committee for a two-year period (1950-52). 
A Congregational minister, with wide experience in social service work in South 
Wales, he served as welfare officer of U.N.R.R.As from 1944—46 in the Balkans, 
the iliddle East and Czechoslovakia, before joining the World Council. Mir. Rees 
voiced the claims of refugees for priority attention by the Churches at the 
Amsterdam Assembly in 1948. E.P.S. Geneva 


Meeting of the "Ad Interim" Committee in Toronto 


The meeting of the "Ad Interim" Committee of the International Missionary 
Council, which took place at Whitby, Canada, from July 19 to 25, laid plans for 
the use of German missionaries, including doctors, who are not likely to find 
service with German societies. 


The non-German societies will be asked to supply the German Missionary 
Council with the fullest possible information about a particular vacancy which 
it is prepared to f:11 by using a German missionary. It will be the respon- 
sibility of the German Missionary Council to select and recomend the candidate. 
However, the decision regarding appointment, further training, etc., would rest 

wholly with the appointing society acting, of course, in co-operation with its 
Church and mission agencies in the fields, Such missionaries would be wholly 
responsible in service and discipline to the appointing societies but would 
maintain the closest fellowship possible with the German societies by which they 
were sponsored. 


In view of the swift sharpening of the political, social and religious crises, 
involving the world in general and the world Christian movement in particular, 
and the prevailing and engulfing war psychology, the "Ad Interim" Committee of 
the International Missionary Council decided that immediate steps should be taken 
to guide the Churches and missions in meeting adequately the major elements in 
these crises. 


Plans were laid for assisting the Christian Councils in formulating their 
strategy to deal realistically with the situation in which they find themselves 
and to assemble literature and material pertinent tc major problems facing the 
Christian Church today, 


Plans were laid for a series of consultations in countries where this seemed 
advisable, 


Special concern was expressed with the place which prayer should occupy 
in the International Missionary Council, It was stressed that prayer has al- 
ways had a unique place in the work of the I.M.C, and that, in this time of 
special stress and tension, it is important that the I.M.C. give leadership to 
its constituency so that prayer may be intelligent and may compass the whole 


world. E.P.S. Geneva 
ISRAEL Christian Broadcasts 


As from June, the Israel Radio "Kol Yisreel" (The Voice of Israel) is broad— 
casting 45 minute Christian religious programmes every Sunday afternoon. The 
first of these ~~ on June 4 - was a ceremony performed by Archbishop George Hakim 
at the Greek Catholic church in Haifa. The second Sunday of each month is 
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reserved for the Protestant denominations, the third for the Roman Catholic 
Church, and the fourth for other Christian communities. 


For Sunday 11, a Protestant broadcast was scheduled, in which representat— 
ives of five Protestant groups in Jerusalem (Church Mission to the Jews, the 
American Baptist Congregation, the Christian and Missionary Alliance, the 
Church of Scotland and the Zion Christian Mission) were to take part. The 
authorities, however, whilst taking no exception to the English and Arabic 
portions of the programme, objected to the Hebrew portion, As a result, the 
whole programme was withdrawn, recorded religious music being transmitted in- 
stead. Since the establishment of the State, the Israel authorities have ad - 
hered closely to the practice followed by the Mandatory Government, under which 
no Christian services were broadcast by the Hebrew Section of the Palestine 
Broadcasting Service, E.P.S, Geneva 


‘ 


The Commission 5$ the Churches Proposes U.N.0, Observer Commissions 


A proposal that the United Nations establish immediately a network of 
international observer commissions "as an important instrument of peace" was 
advanced in New York by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 
It urged that the observers be located at those points throughout the world 
"where aggression in any form is feared or seems likely to occur", 


The Commission, which is a joint agency of the World Gouncil of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council, made this proposal in a letter sent 
to constituent national church bodies in 33 countries which are members of the 
United Nations, It urged them to approve the proposal’ad to encourage its 
support by their governments! United Nations delegates, 


Specifically, the letter called upon the U.N.'s General Assembly to set 
up the commissions for two purposes: 


"(1) To provide teams of observers for all areas which costitute a 
special and urgent international responsibility, as in the case of countries 
where peace treaties have not yet been concluded. 


"(2) To make such teams available upon the request of any governmat 
which fears aggression of any kind", 


In all instances, the commissions should be widely representative and 
should comprise nationals other than of countries or governments directly 
concerned, 


The Commission said its recommendations were based “on the advantages 
which have been gained from the presence of a Commission in Korea" which author— 
ised a police measure "which every U.N. member nation should support", 


The creation of a network of commissions at this time, the Commission of 
the Churches added, would have specific advantages, It would mean that the 
United Nations would prouptly call upon all member governmmts "to cooperate in 
this meastre at a time when international peace and security are dangerously 
theatened, 


"It would make the extent of cooperation by member governments a test of 
their non-aggressive disposition and of their readiness to bring their conduct 
undef international scrutiny, 


"It would serve as a deterrent to aggression, on the assumption that govern= 
ments will not want to risk the stigma of being named the aggressor by an impart- 
jal agent. 


"It would facilitate objective identification of the aggressor in the event 
that aggression is perpetrated," 


The letter was signed by the Commission's three principal officers: Kenneth 
G. Grubb, London, chairman; F.M, van Asbeck, The Netherlands, president, and 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New Yor, director. &.P.S. Geneva 
GERLANY Study Conferences of the W.C.C.at Treysa 


For the first time since 1933 official study conferences of the World Council 
of Churches have been held in Germany — during the early part of August, 1950, at 
Treysa. 


An official study committee of the World Council considered at Treysa the 
decisions taken at Toronto in July by the Council's Central Committee in prepa- 
ration for the Second Assembly which is to be convened at Evanston, Illinois, 
U.S eAsy in 1953. 


The Central Committee recomnended to the 160 member Churches of the World 
Countries in 45 countries proposals for the programme and for the major themes 
for discussion at that Assembly. 


In addition to the main theme six subsidiary themes were proposed for the 
1953 Assembly, (It is probable that not more than four of these will finally be 
adopted as Assembly themes by the Central Committee at its next aceting.) 


1. A subject in the realm of Faith and Order, Definite decision on this 
will be-taken in the light of recommendations from the World Conference of the 
Faith and Oxdex Committee at Lund, Sweden, in 1952, 


2. Evangelism in the modern world and the missionary obligation of the 
Church. Particular attention will be given to the problem of evangelism in 
industrial society, 


3. The social and political responsibility of the Church today ~ a theme 
borne out in the Study Department's current studies under the title "The Respons- 
ible Society". Spesial attention would be paid to the problems arising out of 
Communism and other secular Messianisms. 


4, The responsibility of the Church for international justice and peace, 

5e Race Relations, 

6. The responsibility of the lay member ship of the Church, 

The Business Committee of the Study Department consid ered means to ensure 
cooperation of the best minds representative of the different confessions angng 


the member Churches for the preparation of a 10,000 word statement on the over— 
all theme of the Assembly, E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY Executive Committee of Lutherm World Federation Meets 


The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation at its meet— 
ing in Tutzing, Bavaria, adopted a message “On War and Peace" of which we quote; 


"As apart of the Church of Christ, which embraces nations both West 
and East, the Lutheran World Federation is in conscience bound to call upon all 
those who have political responsibilities to overcome national antagonisms by 
acting in the spirit of justice and forgiveness. Forgiveness in Jesus Christ is 
stronger than all the powers of the world, and alone is able to heal the wounds 
inflicted upon one another by the nations. iie appeal to all Christians through- 
out the world to unite in common prayer for peace..." 


It further passed a resolution exp ressing confidence in Bishop Ordass, 
in Budapest (see EPS No. 23), from which we quote; 


"The Committee is deeply moved at all that has befallen him, and in 
particular, at the circumstances of his dismissal fron office, and it expresses 
to him its unbroken confidence and sincere Sympathy. We are grateful to him for 
the faithfulness with which he has served the Lutheran Church, and we shall not 
cease, in common with all our brethren, to remember him and his Church before 
God in prayer", 


The admission into the Lutheran World Federation, agreed upon in 
Tutzing, of five new Churches brings the number of the Federation's member - 
Churches up to 42, to be found in 23 different countries. For the safeguarding 
of the interests of smaller Churches owing their origin to mission work, and 
the protection of the former German Mission Societies, now orphaned, the Execut- 
ive Committee resolved to set up a new Department on World Missions, whose head 
will be Dr Frederick A, Schiotz, of the Mission Department of the National 
Lutheran Council in the Ui fie E.P.S.Geneva 


A Call to Christian Youth 


The World Christian Youth Commission, meeting at Whitby, Canada, on 
July 22, issued the following call: 


"At this time, when fear and conflicts shake our entire world and pro- 
foundly affect the life of the Christian Church, the members of the World Christ- 
ian Youth Commission send greetings to you the Christian Youth of every land, 
calling you to a fresh witness of your faith in the power and love of Christ. 


"This witness of ours must come more alive. It must be carried on as 
part of the world-wide witness of us all. This means taking account of areas 
in which the struggle to be a faithful servant of Christ is especially difficult, 
The members of the Commission would seek to deepen your concern for a renewed 
Christian witness in Asia. For Asie is in a period of crisis. The achievement 
of independence, the movement of Communism, the aggressive revival of ancient 
faiths and cults, the discarding of traditional ways of life, the temptation to 
religious compromise, the enormous population contrasted with the tiny numbers 
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of the Church, and the tremendous extent of poverty - all these make Asia a 
centre of spiritual struggle and opportunity for Christian youth. 


"A conference of Christian youth fron all over the world is being called 
to meet in India in 1952, in order that Christian youth may discover together 
where they stand in the world, and may be fired to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 
of all in the midst of false gods and false hopes. We call upon youto enter in- 
to the struggle of your Asian brothers by study, prayer, and action, that God 
may bring about through us His order of love and win the young people of the 
world to His Service, 


The Commission comprises; The World's Student Christian Federation, 
The World's Young Women's Christian Association (Y.W.C.A.), The World's Alliance 
of Young Men's Christian Associations (Y.M.C.A.), The World Council of Christian 


Education, The World Council of Churches ' Youth Department. B.P.S. Geneva 
SYRIA Religious Liberty 


Before the meeting of the Constituent Assembly of Syria, Christian 
leaders from all over the country met in Damascus in a new attempt to prevent 
Islam being made the state religion of the republic of Syria (see also EPS No.10). 


A strongly-worded memorandum was sent by the Christian leaders to the 
President of Syria, the Prime Minister, and the President of the Constituent 
Assembly, signed by the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and the Orient; the 
Greek Catholic Patriarch of Antioch and the Orient; the Syrian Catholic Patriarch 
of Antioch; the Armenian Catholic Patriarch of Cilicia; the Syrian Orthodox 
Patriarch of Antioch and the Orient; the Greek Catholic Bishop of Aleppo; the 
Apostolic Delegate to the Chaldean Church; the Armenian Gregorian prelate of 
Aleppo; and the head of the Arab Evangelical community in Syria. 


The Christian leaders demanded that freeda of worship, freedom of 
education, and freedom of personal status (marriage, divorce, etc.) be guaranteed 
to Christian minorities in the new Constitution, 


"In the interests of the Republic, there should be no mention of any 
single religion in the Constitution, in view of the fact that the Syrian people 
is made up of many religious communitics", the memorandum said, The Constitution 
should guarantee the equality of all religions. 


At its meeting in August 3, the Constituent Assembly passed by a large 
majority an amended version of Article Three in the new Constitution. Instead of 
declaring Syria a Moslem State, the amended version makes Islam the religion of | 
the President, and the Islamic Figh (ancient jurisprudence) the principal source 
of the State's Jagislation. 


Extremist Moslem deputies did their best to secure the greatest possi-~ 
ble acknowledgment for Islam as the religion of the majority. After losing their 
fight to have Islam declared the State religion, they succeeded in adding a para- 
graph in the preamble of the Constitution which says "the majority of Syrians 
being Moslem, the State declares its attachment to Islam". E.P.S. Geneva 
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LEBANON More Christian Deputies in New Lebanese Parliament 


According to "Religious News Service!l' (New York) the Lebanese Council 
of Ministers has approved a bill increasing the number of deputies in Parliament 
from 55 to 77 and bringing the number of Christian deputies to 42. 

These changes in the electoral law came about after agitation by both 
Christians and Moslems for greater representation of religious communities in 
Parliament due to increases in the population. The bill adds new constituencies 
in Northern Lebanon and the Lebanon Mountains, where Christians are particularly 
numerous « E.P.S, Geneva 


Re ee ee Ae Korie Goma lof Churchee 


| We publish the headlines of the final edition of the stetement on "The 
Church, the Churches and the world Council of Churches" adopted by the Central 
Committee at its meeting in Toronto in July last (a first draft appeared already 
in ExP.S. Nos 30): 


In order to clarify the notion of the World Council of Churches the 
statement says what the Council is not. "It is not and must never become a Super- 
Churcr."' "The purpose of the W.C.C. is not to negotiate unions between Churches, 
vhich can only be done by the Churches themselves acting on their own initiative, 
but to bring the Churches into living contact with each other and to promote the 


study and discussion of the issues of Church unity", 


Under 3) it says: "The W.C.C. cannot and should not be based on amy 
one particular conception of the Church. It does not prejudge the ecclesiologic- 
al problem... 


"4) Membership in the World Council does not imply that a Church treats 
its own conception of the Church as merely relative... 


"5) Membership in the W.C.C. does not imply the acceptance of a specific 
doctrine concerning the nature of Church unity..." 


Trying to define the positive assumptions which underlie the W.C.C. 
the statement says: 


"]) The member Churches of the Council believe that conversation, co- 
operation and common witness of the Churches must be based on the common recogni-— 
tion that Christ is the Divine Head of the Body... From different points of 
view Churches ask ‘How can men with opposite convictions belong to one and the 
same federation of the faithful?! A clear answer toa that question was given by 
the Orthodox delegates in Edinburgh 1937 when they said: ‘In spite of all our 
differences, our common Master and Lord is one ~ Jesus Christ tho will lead us 
The fact of Christ's Headship over His people compels all these who acknowledge 
Him to enter into real and close relationships with each other, even though they 
differ in many important points. 
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"2) The member Churches of the W.C.C. believe, on the basis of the New 
Testament that the Church of Christ is one. The ecummical movement owes its 
existence to the fact that this article of the faith has again come home to men 
and women in many Churches with an inescapable force... 


13) The manber Churches recognise that the membership of the Church of 
Christ is more inclusive than the membership of their own Church body. They 
seek, therefore, to enter into living contact with those outside their own ranks 
who confess the Lordship of Christ, All the Christian Churches, including the 
Church of Rome, hold that there is no complete identity between the membership 
of the Church Universal and the membership of their own Church... But the ques— 
tion arises what consequences are to be drawn from this teaching... The under- 
lying assumption of the ecumenical movement is that each Church has a positive 
task to fulfil in this realm. That task is to seek fellowship with all those 
who, whiie not members of the same visible body, belong together as members of 
the mystical body... 


"4) The member Churches ot the W.C.C. consider the relationship of other 
Churches to the Holy Catholic Church which the Creeds orofess as a subject for 
mutual consideration, Nevertheless, membership does not imply that each Church 
must regard the other member Churches as Churches in the true and full sense of 
the wordces 


"5) The member Churches of the W.C.C,. recognise in other Churches ele- 
ments of the true Church, They consider that this mutual recogni-.on obliges 
them to enter into a ser'o.3 conversation with each other in the hope that these 
elements of truth will lead to the recognition of the full truth and to unity 
based on the full truth, It is generally taught in the different Churches that 
other Churches have certain elements of the true Church (‘'vestigia ecclesiae')... 
The ecumenical movement is based upon the conviction that these ‘traces! are to 
be followed... 


"6) The member Churches of the C vicil are willing to consult together 
in seeking to learn of the Lord Jesus Christ what witness He vould have them to 
bear to the world in His Name, Since the very 'raison diétre! of the Church is 
to witness to Christ, Churches canot meet together without seeking from their 
common Lord a common witness before the world... 


"7) A further practical implication of common membership in the W.C.C. 
is that the member Churches should recognise their solidarity with each other, 
render assistance to each other in case of need, and refrain fromsuch actions as 
are incompatible with brotherly relationships... 


"8) The member Churches enter into spiritual relationships through which 
they seek to learn from each other and to give help to each other, in order that 
the Body of Christ may be built up and that the line of the Churches may be re- 
newed.. ° 

x * & 


"None of these positive assumptions, implied in the existence of the 
World Council, is in conflict with the teachings of the member Churches, We be- 
lieve therefore that no Church need fear that by entering into the World Council 
it is in danger of denying its heritage..." E.| .S.Geneva 


NOTE ED.: Page 3, "Ad Interim" Committee of I.M.C,. met in Whitby, not in Toronto. 
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Gi IANY The Re. ugee Problem 


At the German Evanzelical Assembly recently held in Essen, Mr. Elfan 
Rees, Adviser, Refugee Affairs to the World Council of Churches, took the oppor— 
tunity of submitting to the President of the Federal Republic, Dr. Heuss, a short 
report on the discussions which lately took place in the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations regarding the proposed legislation on refugees, in 


_ 80 far as these applied to German refugee questions, 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was represented 


“by a Consultant at the recent meeting in Geneva of both the Economic and Social 


Council and the Ad Hoc Committee on Refugees and Stateless Persons. Both these 
bodies were engaged in preparatory deliberations for U.N, legislation for refugees. 
As far as their recommendations concern Germany, the following points are important: 


"(a) For the first time in the United Nations! circles there has been re- 
cognition that there are Germans in Germany who are refugees. 


"(b) For the first time in post-war international legislation persons of 
German ethnic origin have not been excluded from international protection because 
of their ethnic prigin and it now seems clear that such persons will fall within 
the mandate of the High Commissioner and be covered by the provisions of the 
Covenant when they are outside Germany. 


"(c) Provision in Germany for the protection of refugees is so adequate, 
particularly since recent legislation at Bonn, that it has been recognised that 
international legal protection for refugees within the mandate of the Bonn Govern- 
ment is unnecessary and refugees in that group are not otherwise provided for for 
this reason. It cannot be overemphasised that current legislation has abandoned 
the un-Christian principle of exclusion on ethnic grounds and that any reserva- 
tions and exclusions now proposed are based wholly on the fact that protection is 
already available. : 


"With regard to migration, the West German Federal Government has had a 
full and free opportunity of stating its position and its needs in an international ° 
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forum, both au Geneva and Paris, in recent months. It is heartening that both 
the conferences referred to recognise }ihe German demographic problem as being 
central to their discussions. t may be well, at this early stage, to express 
some fears about the tendency in these migration conferences to de-humanise 

this problem and to consider it only in terms of a labour market and a man~power 
deal, It is not too early to re~emphasise that the refugees of the world con- 
stitute a major human and social problem and are not just hirelings in a labour 
market. 


We must continue to deplore tle fact that no provision is contemprAtied 
in current international discussions for the eccnomic rehabilitation of rofugees 
or for their financial assistance in times of emergency need, Certain countries, 
it is true, are able to apply a portion of their share of Marshall Aid to tle se 
ends and much praise is due to the Economic Co—operation Administration for 
their recognition of these needs. They are met, however, at the expense of other 
needs almost as urgent and the amounts available only serve to prove that nothing 
Short of a bold scheme for an International Loan will be adequate for the case," 

! E.P.o, Geneva 


KOREA Latest News 


The World Council of Churches, in collaboration with the International 
Missionary Council, on July 27 sent a letter to the Christians in Korea (see 
EPS No. 30). An answer has now arrived from Mr, Edward Adams, Field Secretary 
for Korea, Presbyterian Church, U.S,A,, addressed to Dr. John W. Decker, Secre- 
tary of the I.M,C. It runs: 


"The day your letter arrived here was a large gathering of Christians 
in Taegu and I was given time to read your letter, giving an impromptu trans~ 
lation, It is now being more carefully translated and will be put on the air so 
that the message can get across the fighting lines into northern territory. 


"At the present time the National Christian Council of Korea is completely 
disorganised, Dr. Namkung, as far as we know, has not been able to get out of 
Seoul. Very few of the Board or executive committee are out, that is of the 
nationals, and as you know the missionaries are reduced to six northern Pres— 
byterians and about the same number of Southern Presbyterians, The latter are 
divided between here and Pusan, and our wrk is largely confined to work with 
refugees and relief work, 


"There are some three or four hundred pastors and their families who 
have congregated in Taegu as a centre, who have fled all the way from Seoul and 
north of there and many intermediate points. There are about an equal number 
located in Pusan who have fled from the west side of the peninsula, Their flocks 
are scattered, and many are destitute, We have arranged for a large school build- 
ing for them at a place called Kampo on the East coast, about sixty miles north 
of Pusan and twenty miles south of Po-hang, We are moving about sixty to eighty 
a day out there and arranging for government dole plus a little we can provide out 
of what is left from Church World Service supplies. This project is being carried 
on in the name of C,W.S, Pastors of all Cenominations are being taken out, 
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iMany chores and problems fall to oux lot. Yesterday morning we went 
out into the fighting area to try to rescue a pastor and his congregation who were 
in danger of being caught between the lines, We failec, as far as I know, in that 
mission, But in the afternoon we heard of over ten thousand people who were being 
herded out of one area where fighting was to take place and through some mis-~ 
carriage of orders were forbidden to proceed in tte next township, and had spent 


three days in rain and hot sum on the hill~side." E.P,.S, Geneva 
U.S 05 Re Consemences of an Appeal to 


the Christians of the World 


On August 5, Metropolit Alex , Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, 
Metropolitan Kallistratos, Patriarch Catholicos 2f Grusia (Georgia), and Metro~ 
politan Georgius VI, Patriarch Catholicos of the Armenian Church, met in Tbilissi, 
in the Caucasus, to discuss the measures to be taken to save world peace, The 
conference culminated in an "appeal to the Christians of the world," containing 
the following statements regarding the arming for war if the enemies of peace in 
various countries (Pravda, Moscow, August 5, 1950): 


The enemies of peace “are seeking to camouflage their intentions by 
helping other nations on a large scale, and to represent their treacherous pur— 
g 3 ' 
poses of aggression as measures of a united effort for defence." 


In contrast to "the exertions of these enemies of peace in preparing a 
new war, we find visibly growing and flourishing the union of the friends of 
peace, in which are linked all men of good will without distinction of political 
or religious convictions, The moral superiority of this union, and its position 
of domination, give the nations the certainty of victory over the dark powers of the 
warmongers.,.>- In March of this year; the wnole world heard the appeal issued 
by the Permanent Commission of the World Congress of Partisans of Peace, in 
Stockholm, for the banning of the atom bomb, This appeal, voicing the conscience 
of mankind, puts every one of us under the obligation to lift up his own voice 
against the employment of weapons of death." 


The Russian Orthodox Church associated itself from the start with this 
call from the friends of peace, as did the Church of Georgia and other Orthodox 
Churches, thcss of Roumania, Bulgaria, Albania, Poland and Armenia, 


But the enemies of peace are all out to subvert this truth, "threaten- 
ing it with the super—weapon of deadly destruction. for this reason, we, the 
three Patriarchs of these Christian Churches, hold it to be reauired of us that 
we support the adherents cf this movement for peace to an even greater extent, 
and appeal to the whole Christian worid, which cannot and must not look favourably 
upon this insane policy of annihilation," 


The appeal is addressed to "ali reverend representatives of the Christ- 
ian Churches." It is also addressed to "the Protestant world in the shape of the 
World Council of Churches," and states that the latter "would give substance to 
its condemnation of warmongering by supporting the Stockhoim Peace Manifesto." 


It goes on, "May this appeal penetrate also to the Anglican Church, 
which has always been in the forefront of Christian efforts for union, and to all 
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other Christian communions in the world..,' 


By "supporting the above resolution, the Christian world will invest 
it with a moral force which will not fail of its effect even upon those support-— 
ing the idea of war," 


The last part of the declaration, advocating the banning of the atom 
bomb, calls upon individual ecclesiastical office-bearers likewise to play their 


part for the maintenance of peace, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN aeye BVA y 5 
Answers ERROPE DOH rk, Canter bury 


In reply to the appeal for peace directed to all Christians made by 
the heads of the Churches in Russia, Georgia and Armenia (see page 3/4) the 
Archbishop of Canterbury sent (on August 13, 1950) a letter to His Beatitude 
Alexey, Patriarch of Moscow and all the Russias from which we quote the followings 


. "Beloved Brother in Christ - Grace and peace be with you from Our 
Lord Jesus Christ.... I echo the sentiment of Your Beatitude that it is for 
Christians to rise above all that divides peoples to the only living truth," 


"In common with you, we of the Church of England have been giving 
long and attentive thought to the problems presented by this discordant and 
troubled age... The Holy Gospel which our Mother the Church has chosen for 
this very Sunday on which I write reminds us most forcibly of the blindness 
of men who try to find peace without acknowledging the rule of God and the 
redeeming Gospel of our Lord and Saviour (St Luke 19:24). 


"This century has seen two world cataclysms of unrestricted and 
terrible war... Before peace can be established between the nations, there 
must be accepted standards of truth, justice and brotherly régard by reference 
to which all nations govern themselves and judge one another. Without these 
there is no lasting confidence, and therefore no security for peace... 


"I can assure Your Beatitude that not only Christian people in this 
country but all my fellow-countrymen are most earnest in their desire for a 
securely based peace, and ardently seek to promote an international order with- 
in the framewrk of which every nation will feel tiself secure both from external 
attack and from internal rebellion fomented by powers outside its bodies.... 


"When 326 bishops of the Anglican Communion gathered together here for 
the Lambeth Conference two years ago they reaffirmed the same resolution which 
the Lambeth Conference of 1930 had adopted: 'That war as a method of settling 
international disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example of our 
Lord Jesus Christ'." The Conference als "urged that the use of atomic energy 
be brought under such effective international inspection and control as to 
prevent its use as a weapon of war", 


"At the same time I do not think it is right or reasonable at this 
stage to suggest to Governments that the atomic bomb be banned outright and 
unconditionally: nor must those who support such a suggestion think that they 
alone are fighters for peace, The Anglican bishops rightly said that there 
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must be 'such effective international control! as to prevent its iss, Before a 
ban can be effected, there must he confidence; and agreement as to international 
control is necessary as evidence of that confidence, 


"Moreover this suggestion relating to the atomic weapon isolates one 
aspect of the problem only, one weapon only out of all the possible weapons of 
mass destruction, some of which are as frightful as the atomic bomb. All such 
weapons should be abolished in civilised States, But so should war itself; and 
huge armies, navies and air forces are as great an anomaly in a civilised world 
as atomic weapons, Again, it is a spiritual remedy which the world needs; and 
that alone can restore confidence... The question of atomic energy cannot be 
treated as an isolated topic. It has its place in the total evil situation, 
in which again and again international agreements are frustrated. Christian 
people must pray for a change of approach from acrimonious accusation and counter- 
accusation, which leads only to increased bitterness, to a real willingness on 
all sides to seek to ‘speak thetruth in love!, At ths first sign of such a 
ehange of approach, I should find myself very willing to join with Your Beatitude 
in an appeal for a generdl disclosure of armaments and reduction of armaments 
under effective international supervision, in which the control of atomic energy 
and the banning of the atomic bomb would be included, 


"Your Beatitude also refers to what is known as the Stockholm Manifesto... 
There is some evidence that this Manifesto may be used by some persons for polit~ 
ical purposes, and I have therefore felt bound to advise my clergy not to asso— 
ciate themselves with it. 


"But differences on these points, which seem to me to belong more pro— 
perly to the political sphere, in no way affect my underlying wnity with Your 
Beatitude in our fervent: desire for peace, The Christian Churches have an im- 
portant and definite part to play in creating the atmosphere in which the peace 
which we desire may grow... In this connexion I constantly rejoice in the warm 
brotherly relations which exist between the Russian Orthodox Church and the 
Church of England, and I am most anxious to extend and deepen them as much as 


possible,.," E.P.S. Geneva 
GRLAT DRITAIN Anglican Bishops on the new Dogma 


It has been announced from the Vatican that the dogma of the Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary will be proclaimed in the second half of this year, The Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York have stated the attitude of the Church of England 
in the following declaration, dated August 183 


"It was announced in Rome on Monday that the Pope intends to proclaim 
in St. Peter's, on November 1, that the doctrine of the bodily assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven is henceforth an article of faith. This will 
mean that the Roman Catholic Church now regards this doctrine as a necessary part 
of the Christian Revelation, and will henceforth require all its members to be- 
lieve it to be true. 


"We must at once state publicly that the Church of Ensland does net and 
cannot hold this doctrine to be a necessary part of the Catholic Faith, belief in 
which may be required of members of the Church, 
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"The Church of England renders honour and reverence to the Mother of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, But there is not the smallest evidence in the Scriptures 
or in the teaching of the early Church of belief in the dectrine of her bodily 
assumption, The Church of England refuses to regard as requisite for a saving 
faith any doctrines or opinions which are not plainly contained in the Scriptures. 


"We profoundly regret that the Roman Catholic Church has chosen by this 
act to increase dogmatic differences in Christendom and has thereby gravely in~ 
jured the growth of understanding between Christians based on a common possession 
of the fundamental truths of the Gospel." Signed: Geoffrey Cantuar: Cyril Ebor. 

E.P.S, Geneva 


GERMANY German Evangelica’. Assembly 


The German Evangelical Assembly held in Essen from August 23 to 215 
which took as its watchword "Save Man", was an impressive demonstration by the 
Evangelical lay Christians of Germany. This gathering, to which the city of 
Essen granted special facilities, and at whose opening ceremony speeches were 
made by the chief burgomaster, by President Heuss, by Chancellor Adenauer, by 
General Bishop, of the British occupying forces, by Bishop Hégsbro, of Denmark, 
speaking for the World Council of Churches, by a representative of the Catholic 
Church, by a representative of the mineorkers! union and by personalities of 
the German Evangelical Church, was attended by a gigantic crowd, reported as 
totalling 180,000 on the closing day, 


The Assembly was intended, according to the message of its Chair man, 
Dr» R, von Thadden,. "to help the Church, by taking the lyman as the starting- 
point, to burst the ghetto in which it has too long lived bolted and barred, and 
open wide the gates leading to the world, in order that it may perform the task 
incumbent upon it amid the troubles of our time." In the same wax, the state - 
mat of the tasks facing the Assembly culminated, in the preparatory volume, in 
the sentence, “And let us certainly not take it easy in the confidence that real 
certainty of belief always makes its effect." What a laity thus conscious of its 
purpose required of the Assembly was expressed in the cry of the mineworkers! 
representative, "Don't say dealthings to us, say living things," 


Everywhere along the beflagged reads keading into the badly+battered 
city of Essen there waved the banner of the Evangelical Church, and on the Sun- 
day there was the pealing of many bells from the churches that had once stood 
there, which had been specially mounted and distributed all over the city. The 
Assembly received the greatest possible attention from the public as a whole, in 
the Press and on the wireless (some 2 1/2 million listeners) . not lkeast from 
the Catholic quarters, Thus Dr. Adenauer was able to conclude his speech with 
the assurance that “it was a particular joy to him as a Catholic Christian to 
come to this meeting." For "we who bear the name of Christians must," he affirmed, 
"be Christians in truth likewise," 


The peak point of the Assembly was the demonstration on the Sunday in 
the stadium specially erected for this purpese from material. obtained by the 
demolition of ruins « "the greatest open-air church of our timet, which holds 
more than 200,000 people, A plain cross salvaged from the rubble, and an unadorned 
altar made from the stones of a shattered church, stood like a warning monument of 
the Early Christian Church to draw the eye of the whok vast audience, 
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After a peal of bell had launched the meeting, "like a mighty chorale 
there arose the song ‘Awake, O German land'," augmented by something like 
1,000 trumpets. The head of the Rhineland Church, Dr, Held, opened the meeting 
by giving a short account of the history of the "rubble stadium," and of the 
cross in the middle of it, the sok relic of a ruined church, The Chairman 
of the Assembly, Dr. von Thadden, emphasised the obligation upon the Church and 
upon all Christian people to proclaim to the discouraged and the despairing 
that there was a salvation, The responsibility for what’went on in the Church 
was not always the pastor's but the whole congregation's, Whendetails had been 
given on the salvation of the freedom, the home, the family, and the faith of 
man, the representatives of the Churches responded - Dr, Lilje, Bishop of Hano- 
ver, Dr, Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Niemdller, Bishop of Hesse-Nassau, and, 
on behalf of the Church cf the Rhineland, the Minister of the Interior, Dr, 
Heinemann, As representative of the World Council cf Churches, the General 
Secretary of that body, Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft; conveyed to the Assembly the 
greetings of Christendom, 


This vast and most impressive assembly, composed of men, women and 
young people of all classes and walks of life, was characterised by a remarkable 
Simplicity and concentration of the fundamental message that there is no solu- 


tion outside Christ,- B.P.o. Geneva 
GERMANY Message of the Council of the Evangelical 


Church in Germany 


The Council cf the Evancelical Church in Germany, which met on the 
occasion of the Assembly in Essen, issued the following declaration on the 
Question of rearmament, which was read in all the services of the Assembly: . 


"The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany has, while the German 
Evan elical Assembly was gathe ing for its deliberations in Essen, resolved upon 
the following declarations 


(1) Jesus Christ speaks: To Me is given all power in heaven and in 
earth} That message is as valid today as ever it was, He has delegated His 
power to no man, neither to so-called ineluctable developments, nor to 'the 
stronger battalions,' He sits in government, And for that reason we are, even 
in these serious and unquiet days, calm and comforted. Fear amounts to unfaith, 
and brings the danger of war nearer, Christian confidence in the faith is a 
concrete power for peace! 


"(2) Events in the Far East show that peace is threatened by nothing 
so much as the arbitrary division of a country into two parts. It is the deci- 
Sive proof whether the asssverations of their will to peace made by the Powers 
are honest or not, that they should be prepared to put an end to these forced 
divisions everywhere, including Germany, We regard it as an obligation upon 
the United Nations to work untiringly to this end, and to provide practical 
assistance towards its attainment. There must be no delay. There must not come 
a second time the verdict, 'Too late.! 


"(3) Every properly ordered State needs sufficient police protection 
against those who seek to undermine order and freedom, and all those who know 
themselves as Christians to be impelled in responsibility before God to offer 
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themselves in this service may take consolation as they do so from the fact of 
their good conscience, 


MWe can give no message regnnding any remilitarisation of Germany, 
either for the West or for the Hast. The duty of the Church can only be, now 
as ever, to continue in beseeching the armed Powers of the world to put an end 
to the disastrous arms race, and seek peaceful ways towards the solution of 
political problems, Whatever happens, however, such as refuse all active ser- 
vice for the sake of their Christim conscience must be accorded freedom to 
maintain their conscience inviolate. 


"'(4) The Church of Jesus Christ stands for peace, and it is certain 
that every member of the Christian communion can and should help in the main-- 
taining of peace, No Power in the wovl¢é will venture to break the peace if it 
meets with a determined inward resistance in its own people. Everything turns 
on our not allowing ourselves to be led astray by lying propaganda, in our 
opposing a resolute No to all attempts to harry ourselves and our children into 


a mind of hatred, and in our holding aloof from ail warmongering or fear psychoses. 


"All this applies with special force to a nation split apart by con— 
straints German brothers and sisters, speak good of one another, even across 
the Iron Curtain, Have confidence and fellowship in one another.. That any 
German should ever open fire upon another must remain unthinkable." 

E,P.S, Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Gonference of Christian Leaders 


In the beginning of July of this year, a conference was held in Luhat- 
schovicz, Czechoslovakia, of "priests of all Christian Churches", dealing part- 
icularly with the question of peace, The leader of the Russian Orthodox dele- 
gation was Metropolitan Nikolai Krutitsky. The Anglican representative was Dr. 
Hewlett Johnson, Dean of Canterbury. The Hungarian Reformed Church was represent~- 
ed by Bishop Berecezky and Bishop Peter, accompanied by Dr. Balogh, a member of 
the supreme Presidium of the Hungarian People's Republic, Bishop Deszery came 
on behalf of the Lutheran Church of Hungary. Other members of the conference were 
the Roumanian Bishop of Jassy, a Metropolitan of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, 
an Archbishop of the Armenian Church, delegates of the German Democratic Repub-— 
lic, Pastor Kock of the Austrian Church, and a Polish delegate, Mr. Joseph 
Plojhar. a Minister of State, was in the chair, Papers were read on "Christianity 
and Socialism" and on "Christians and the fight for freedom, The discussion on 
the latter subject was led by Bishop Novak, of the Czechosiovakian Church. The 
meetings were preceded by services heid in the Evangelical, Orthodox, Catholic 
and Czechoslovak shurches, 


The conference unanimously adopted a resolution amoubting to a confession 
of faith in Christian Socialism as found in the Stockholm Manifeste of the Parti- 
sans of Peace, under the protection of the Soviet Union, the might} leader of 
these strivings for peace. The resolution, which particulariy condemned Marshall 
Tito, closes with an appeal to the Churches of the world to play an active part 
in this way for peace and Socialism, 8.P.5,. Geneva 
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CANADA Conference on Christian Sducation 
At the conference held by the World Council of Christian Education in 
Toronto in mid-August, some 5,000 educators from all comtries of the world met 
to discuss the basic principles of Christian education in their general effect 


on all spheres of life, 


Work was done in four, groups, dedling with general education, child 


education, youth work and adult education, B.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Bibles for Korean Armed Forces 


Scriptures for members of the Korean armed forces are being shipped 
from the United States at the request of the Korean Bible Society, 


The American Bible Society has printed a special edition of 50,000 
books in Korean containing the four Gospels and the Book of Acts, Besides, 
100,000 copies of the Sermon on the Mount in Korean and English are to be sent 
from New York, 


Koreans have had the complete Bible in their ow language since 1911. 
In recent years the American Bible Society has cooperated with the Korean agency 
by supplying printed Scriptures, binding materials.and paper, including special 


paper for Braille Scriptures, E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STAT ES Council of Community Churches 


An interracial association of 300 Protestant community Churches was 
formed in Lake Forest, Ill., with the merger of the National Council of Community 
Churches and the Biennial Council of Community Churches, a Negro group. This 
new association, the International Council of Community Churches, was voted by 
400 delegates at a joint convention of the me ging bodies, (Community Churches are 
Churches which welcome into their membership persons of all Protestant confessions 
and which are not attached to any Protestant denomination). 


Dre JR. Hower of Joplin, Mo., has been elected President 
of the International Council, In accepting the presidency he said: "We are 
entered # one of the most significant movements in the history of the Churchs. 


Nothing quite like it has ever happened before." E.P,.S. Geneva 
BURMA Mrs, Ba Maung Chain Elected 


Chairman of the Christian Council 


At the annual meeting of the Burman Christian Council. held on July 28 
and 29, 1950, Mrs. Ba Maung Chain was elected Chairman of the Council for the 
next two year term. She was a delegate to the Bangkok meeting and presided over 
some of these sessions. Mrs. Ba Maung Chain, Vice-President of the YWCA of India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon, has been prominent as an active lay Christian in Burma in the 
post-war years, an effective worker for peaceful settlements and better under- 
standings between Bovernment and the Christian life of the countrys Hed. Harwood 
was re-elected as Secretary of the Burma Council ser the two year term: 

E.P.S, Geneva 
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FRANCE Kuropean Conference of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance 


The World Presbyterian Alliance from August 24 to 28 held a conference of 
its European member Churches in Strasbourg, with the Very Rev. Dr, Eed. Hagan, 
of Edinburgh, in the chair, There were present about Sixty official delegates 
from the Reformed Churches of Austria, Belgium, England, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Scotland, Spain and Switzerland, The two themes 
studied by the conference were "Reformed Esclesiology and Ecumenical Problems"! 
and "The Ministry of the Church in the World," 


The conference adopted the following resolutions: 


1. "The European conference of the World Presbyterian Alliance, mindful 
of Bible teaching and the demands of the present time, recalls that every believer 
is summoned to a ministry in the Church, 


"It: invites the Churches to study, in the light of the papers presented 
at Strasbourg, the problem of the plurality and diversity of ministries, in such 
& way as to attain as soon as may be to the putting of their conclusions into 
practical effect," 


2e "It recommends the member Churches of the Alliance to devote careful 
consideration to Dr, Dankbaar's report on the ecclesiological questions affecting 
the younger Churches in relation to unions of Churches. 


| "Receives with respect and profound gratitude the instruction afforded 
our Churches by the fruitful experiments made by the younger Churches on the 
road to Union, 


"But expresses anxiety concerning the proposals for the reordination of 
ministers, When one Church does not recognise the validity of another!s orders, 
some degree of uncertainty is bound to attend any union between them. The con~ 
ference would remind the younger Churches that the Presbyterian conception of 
the ministry springs from a question of principle and structure fundamental to 
our Churches, and appears to us to be a share in our positive contribution to- 


wards building up a reunited Church," E.P.S. Geneva 
SCOTLA ND ; Shortage of Ministers 


The Rev, Dr. Thomas Caldwell, Senior Clerk to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, who is Convener of the Church of Scotland Committee on Educa~ 
tion for the Ministry, pointed out that unless more students took the Divinity 
courses there would be an alarming decrease in the number of licentiates for 1952, 
the figure being 66 against an annual need of 100. The reason for the decrease 
was that the supply of war service candidates for the ministry has now ceased, 
Dr. Caldwell appealed to ministérs to put the calling of the ministry before the 
young men of their congregation, — Professor J.G. Riddell, of Glasgow University, 
also declared that the situation was difficult. He stressed, however, that care 
should be taken that those recommended for the ministry were suitable in order 
to maintain the high standard of the Scottish ministry E.P.5, Geneva 
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The Korea Resolution of the World Council of Churches 


In the course of an address on recent developments in the World Council 
of Churches given to the conference on sociology at the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey, Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft spoke of the resolution of the Central 
Committee concerning the Korea situation (see EPS No. 29). Unfortunately the 
press had only printed a short summary of that resolution so that the full text 
had not become known to the wider public. Questions had been raised from dif-— 
ferent quarters and Bishop Bereczky of Hungary had written an open letter to 
him on the subject, Thus he had been asked whether the Central Committee had 
the right to speak for all member Churches on such a controversial subject, 
But according to the World Council Constitution no statement of any World Council 
body was a statement on behalf of all member Churches, Resolutions of the 
Central Committee were statements by an ecumenical body of church leaders which 
the member Churches could accept or reject, 


Again it had been asked why the Central Committee had sonsidered it 
necessary to take a stand in this matter. The Committee had followed the de- 
cisions of the Assembly concerning the task of the World Council with respect 
to the rule of international law. In this consrete case it had implemented 
the conviction that the only organ of international order which is available 
should uphold the rule of law over against aggression. 


It had als been asked whether this resolution meant that the World 
Council now identified itself with one bloc of nations against other nations. 
To this the answer was that the World Council had no such intention, It con- 
sidered itself to be completely independent of any political groupings. It 
had made it very clear in the Korea resolution itself and in its utterances on 
race, on religious liberty, on social problems, that it would continue to speak 
out against injustices and evils wherever these may be found. And it would seek 
to maintain the ecumenical fellowship between Churches living under differing 
régimes, It was perhaps inevitable in the present situation that the Council 
should be attacked by propagandists as being "linked with Western imperialism" 
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or as being "semi~Communistio", but men of independent judgment would recognise 
that the Council sought simply to go its om independent way as a servant of 
the Christian Churches, E.P,S, Geneva 


Nearly 20 Million Copies of Scripture circulated in 1949 
a ON WOPLES OL veripture circulated in 1949 


One out of every 117 persons in the world received new copies of com- 
plete Bibles, New Testaments jor portions of Scripture as a result of total work 
done last year by the world's voluntary Bible societies. 


Nearly 20,000,000 reproductions of the Holy Scriptures in whole or in 
part were given out to an estimted world population of some 2,3 billion persons 
in more than 80 countries, territories, islands, and in five geographical areas 
of Africa. 


The Third Quarter, 1950, issue of the'Bulletin! of the United Bible 
Societies of the world totalled distribution of 19,819,033 copies of Scripture 
in 1949, compared with 17,505,484 copies in 1948 and 14,108,436 in 1947, 
Included in the 1949 figure were 1,893,910 complete Bibles, 3,777,526 New Testa- 
ments and 13,091,906 portions, mostly Gospels and Psalms, 


Largest circulation of compl te Bibles was in Germany, where 316,689 
copies were distributed last year through thé combined efforts of German, 
American, British and Swedish Bible societies, Most Testaments were given 
out in Britain (1,310,492), and most portions in the United States (3,983, 040) 
and China (2,491,041), 


Of the total numbers circulated, the United States received 4,727, 688; 
China 2,684,262; Japan 1,918,478; Great Britain 1,744,045, and Brazil 1, 314,788. 
"Iron Curtain" countries received 322,988 copies. 


Bulk of ds tribution was accomplished by the American Bible Society 
(8,822,880 copies), the British and Foreign Bibk Society (7,058,869), the 
National Bible Society of Scotland (1,150,955) and the Netherlands Bible Society 
(170,856). Work by national societies in other countries was largely supported 


through foreign help, E.P.S, Geneva 
DENMARK Plenary Meet‘ng of the World's Committee of YMCA 


The World's Committee of the Young Men's Christian Association had its 
Plenary Meeting, with an attendance of more than 200 persons of 30 different 
nationalities, at Nyborg Strand, Denmark, August 17-25, 1950, Three consulta~ 
tions had preceded; on YMCA work with boys in North America, on the Presenta— 
tion of the Christian Message and on leadership Training at Nyborg Strand. 


In addition to the permanent committees relating to current work, special 
commissions dealt with the following special problems: Our Ecumenical Attitude 
and Policy: Our Strategy in Pcpansion and Extension; Our Policy on a World of 
Tension; Our Continuing Responsibility for Refugees, Migrants and "New Citizens"; 
Our World Organisation, 
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Delegates were conscious of the importance of this 1950 Plenary leeting, 
in view of the sense of deep Christian unity among members linked with dif- 
ferent Christian Confessions, The presence of young outstanding leaders linked 
with the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches and the great contribu- 
tion made by Dr. Emil Brunner (Switzerland) from the Protestant point of ‘view, 
made this Plenary Meeting a landmark in inter-confessional understanding, 

E.P.S. Geneva 


CAiADA | The World Council of Christian Education 

The World Council of Christian Education, at its annual meeting in 
Toronto (see EPS No, Bale made a concession to these who favour the use of the 
organisation's former name, the World's Sunday School Association. The organi- 
sation was known by this name until 1947. The Council decided to authorise a 
combination of the two names, 


Lord Mackintosh of Halifax, Great Britain, was re-elected President of 
the Council, Dr. Luther A, Weigle, of Yale University Divinity School, was 
elected chairman of the Council's assembly. 


Elected vice-president were: Dr. Charles Malik, of Lebanon; lirs. Clifford 
S. Heinz of Pittsburgh; J. Arthur Rank, of London; Dorothy Cushing, of Birmingham; 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav, of Oslo; Bishop Leonada Dia, of the Philippines; G.B. Van 
Xyl, of South Africa, and Lady Maharay Singh, of India. &.P.S. Geneva 


U.525.R. Protest by the Church to the Security Council 


. The leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church have sent a message of protest 
to the Security Council of the United Nations concerning thewar in Korea. The 
statement, which was signed by Patriarch Alexei, Metropolitan Nikolai Krutitsky, 
Metropolitan Johannes of Kiev, Metropolitan Gregori of Leningrad and three other 
representatives of the episcopate, lays stress on the following points: 


"In view of the bloodshed in Korea, where the population has fallen vic- 
tim to a murderous war, where whole localities have been razed to the ground under 
brutal bombing, where toms with thd r schools and hospitals are being destroyed 
by bombs and otler death-dealing weapons, where the dying gasps of defenceless 
children, mothers and old people are to be heard and their blood is crying to 
heaven, the Russian Orthodox Church, as embodied in myself and in the Holy Synod, 
cannot remain indifferent to the sufferings of the Korean people, and so it lifts 
up its voice to the behalf of truth. It cannot suppress its sympathy with this 
sorely-tried people, and it protests against the American aggression in Korea. 


"The Russian Orthodox Church," it goes on, "condemns most emphatically 
the inhuman destruction of the peaceful population of Korea by American aircraft... 
In the name of Christ, the Saviour of the werld, it calls imperatively for a 
cessation of vinlence and bombing, for the withdrawal of foreign troops and for 
the ending of the illegal war..." 


The message ends, "Confident in the power and co-operation of UNO, whose 
task it is to safeguard peace anong the nations, the Russian Orthodox Church, ex- 
pressing its most profound sorrow at the events in Korea, urgently appeals to 
the Security Council, as the central organ of peace among the nations, to take 
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all possible measures towards an immediate peaceful clearing-up of the situation 


which has arisen there," £B,P.S, Geneva 
BULGARIA Theological Faculty Disestablished 


By a State ukase of July 12, 1950, the the theological faculty has 
been separated from the State University in Sofia and turned into a Clerical 
College of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. The curriculum of this institute 
has been worked out by a commission of bishops in co-operation w.th the teach- 
ing staff, | 


The institute is an adademy to which are admitted those graduating from 
the clerical seminaries affiliated to it. The cost of maintaining it is met 
by the Church- E.P.S, Geneva 


GERMANY Honorary Degree for Primate of Norway 


. The theclogical faculty of the University of Marburg has conferred on 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav, Primate of the Luthean Church of Norway and one of the 
Presidents of the World Council of Churches, the honorary degree of Doctor of 


Divinity. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Dr, von Thadden at the Catholic Assembly in 
Passau 


The President of the German Evangelical Church Gathering, Dr. von Thadden, 
attended the German Catholic Assembly as a guest, He was thus returning the visit 
of the head of the Land Assembly for Land North-Rhine — Westphalia, who was present 
at the German Evangelical Church Gathering in Essen as a representative of the 
Catholic Assembly. 


Dr. von Thadden, in his speech of greeting, mentioned that he was coming 
to the Catholic Assembly, immediately after the Evangelical Gathering, with a 
threefold plea: he asked the Catholics to accept the assurance of the Evangelical 
laity that they had their obedience to God much at’ heart, that they loved their 
Church, in which they served Christ as the one and only Lord, and that Evangelicals 
and Catholics should remain side by side. 


"Let us stand together in the great fellowship that God gives to the 
world," said Dr, von Thadden, "We have but one common adversary, him whom our Lord 
called Antichrist, The more both Catholic and Evangelical people hearken to the 
one true Word of the Master, the more strongly will they be able to withstand." 
Dr. von Thadden closed with the hope that the Passau Assembly might find clear 


expression and good witness, E.P.S. Geneva 
ISRAEL The Church of the Holy Sepul— 
chre 


An appeal to the Christians of the whole world is contained in the pre- 
face with which the Apostolic Delegate and Regent of the Latin Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem, Archbishop Gustave Testa, opens the recently—published progranme "T] 
Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme" (Franciscan custody of the Terra Sancta). Christ— 
dans are asked to help end the painful situation concerning the grave of our 
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Saviour, by joining togethe to rebuild the sanctuary honoured by the whole 
Christian wrid, and "to have compassion on his structure perhaps facing collapse, 
which has fallen into decay in the course of centuries, and which yet marks the 
holy place where the Saviour suffered and rose again, to give us life," 


Under the present arrangement, "Catholics, Greeks and Armenians exer- 
cise joint possession of theesential parts of the Basilica of the Sepulchre, in 
accordance with which they perform their liturgical ceremonies turn about in these 
places; to them ‘actual abode! in the sarduary, and the right to certain chapels 
and living space of their om, is reserved, while Copts, Syrian Jacobites and 
Abyssinians enjoy lesser privileges. Under the laws of the status quo, no com-- 
munity may undertake improvements of any kind in the places whose possession is 
contested, for any such undertaking by a commumity would mean recognition of 
their exclusive right to such and such a pillar or wall. In the common spaces, 
which are all open, renovations may be carried out if all the Churches consent, 
but even this frequently proves impossible, for a consensus is very hard to ob- 
tain as the admission of such measures might legalise earlier usurpations, Only 
in ‘the spaces which are the undisputed province of one Christian COMMUNION, Coo 
of the Franciscans, in their choice or in the Lady Chapel, can repairs be carried 
out." 


The results "of these impossible conditions have not failed to make 
themselves felt. The architect of the British mandatory Power in Palestine 
realised sixteen years ago, in spite of the protective steps taken, the immediate 
danger of collapse." is the tumbledow sanctuary, whose dignity is second to 
none in the world, to he left, asks Mgr, Testa, still longer in this ruinous con— 
dition, as if it mst "stand as an abiding image of a Christianity doomed by its 


disunion to fall apart"? E.P.S, Geneva 
ROUMANTA Church and State 


Issue IV of the periodical of the Moscow Patriarchate prints a report 
on the relations of Church and State in Roumania, 


The relations of Church and State in Roumania, it begins, are character— 
ised by "the liberation of religious consciousness among the Orthodox clergy from 
the injurious survivals of the old order of State and society," which has thus 
"brought to the mass of the believers freedom of religion and of conscience," 


It is a characteristic of the Roumanian constitution that, while there 
is no decree on the separation of Church and State, a special ordinance has 
separated the school from the Church. The Orthodox Church can therefore only 
have theological colleges for the training of future priests, 


The State regards the Church as "an association of believers, on an 
equal footing with other associations whose rights before the law are recognised 
and whose activity is subject to the civil power." In this way, "there can be 
no question of religious persecution," 


In an article by the head of the Roumanian Government, Dr, Peter Groza, 
"what the State asks of the Church" is described as follows: The State, "which 
seeks to co-ordinate all the democratic forces of the country, counts the Church 
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also as a concrete phenomenon of life, If the new patterns of life do not force 
the Church out of its way,, the Church has no right to impede the development of 
the people, but must keep pace with a genuine unfolding of life arising from 
objective reality." The basic prerequisite for good relations between Church 
and State is therefore "the co-ordination of freedom of belief and conscience 
with civic rights and duties," 


The Patriarch of the Roumanian Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Justinian, 
would like to see "the freedom of the Church bound up with its responsibilities 
towards the new order in the State," The People's Democracy "guarantees the 
Church full freedom of organisation and action, without interfering in its relige 
ious affairs....." For this reason "under the guidance of the Church, servants 
of the altar are being trained in the clerical colleges who are conscious of 
their apostolic mission and at the same time of their civic obligations, We, 
the servants of Christ and His Church, hold aloof from the materialistic doctrine 
of life, but that does not prevent us from recognising and being grateful for 
everything that is good in social justice and in what the Government does for us. 
Hence a priest will be the better fulfilling his apostolic mission today the 
more he serves the people and supports it in its struggle for a juster order of 
things..." The Patriarch holds that "the Church of Christ has never had such 
favourable opportunities for the putting into effect of the Gospel's injunctions 
as today under the democratic order," 


The Roumanian workers have drawn up a series of resolutions concerning 
the activities of the clergy within the democratic People's State, The clergy 
must do its share in the maintaining of peace, "defend the sovereignty and nation-— 
al independence of the people, combat superstitions and deleterious sects, expose 
the intrigues of the Vatican and work against chauvinism, anti-Semitism, race 
hatred and so on. If it does this, the clergy will be serving its God and its 


people," E.P.S, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS: International Week for the OX Catholic Clergy 


From August 21-29, some thirty Old Catholic priests from the Netherlands, 
Germany and Switzerland held a week of study and retreat at the seminary of Amers- 
foort, near Utrecht, with Prof, Kleef, Subjects studied were the Old Catholic 
conception of the Church and its ecumenical range, the scientific and priestly 
training of the clergy, the sacramental disciplines of penitence, of the anoint- 
ing of the sick and of marriage, the Eucharistic doctrine both in the OM Catholic 
Church and in’the other Christian confessions and the modern liturgical mover nt, 
and Mabiology, 


The findings of the study week have been submitted to examination by the 
Old Catholic bishops and national conferences of pastors, The Old Catholic epis- 
copate is, in addition, asked to recall and outline the principles of Catholic 
faith and piety, on the occasion of the forthcoming promulgation by Pope Pius XII 
of the new dogma of the bodily assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven, 
which is to the Old Catholic Church inadmissible, 


A similar retreat, but this time open to the whole of the Old Catholic 
clergy, is to be held next year in Bonn, Germany, E.P,S. Geneva 
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CHINA A Pastoral Letter to Fellow Christians of 


the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui 


"The Church of England Newspaper" (September 8, 1950) published a Past— 
oral Letter to Fellow Christians of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Chinese Pro- 
vince of the Anglican Church), issued on July 5, 1950. The newspaper added 
that restrictions on the movements of Europeans and the insistence by govern= 
ment on Chinese leadership as a prerequisite to recognition have led to the 
resignation of all European bishops except the Bishop of Hongkong. This deve= 
lopment of Chinese leadership, however, is not something new. Before the 
inauguration of the People's Government df China on October 1, 1949, six of the 
fourteen dioceses of the C.H.S,K.H. had Chinese diocesans, and in five of the 
other dioceses there were Chinese Assistant Bishops. 


The joint conference of the General Synod of the C.H.S.K.H, and the 
House of Bishops in Shanghai issued the following Pastoral Letter, from which 
we quote: 


"At this Conference we have thoroughly discussed questions relating to 
the ways in which the Church should show itself able to take its due place in 
this new era... 


"We acknowledge that the Church is not only unable to compromise with 
imperialism, feudalism or bureaucratic capitalism, but joins issue with them 
as being fundamentally in opposition to the faith of the Church, The Church 
has ever regarded alliance with power and prestige, and the exploitation of the 
common people, as a contradiction to the spirit of Christ... 


"By its faith in God as the Ruler of the universe, Who sent His Holy 
Son into the world because of His love for all men everywhere, Christianity is 
actually engaged in bringing freedom to those who are oppressed. ‘le, there- 
fore, greatly rejoice in the liberation which has come to the people of. our 
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nation and with the utmost sincerity uphold that freedom of religious faith 
which is guaranteed in the 'Common Political Principles!, 


"Our Church has already made real achievements along the lines of becom 
ing self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating; We are now determined 
along with all our fellow-Christians to press forward together to achievements 
of our goal within the shortest possible time. ox 


| 
"From now onwards, we must redouble our efforts to make pervasive 
throughout every part of the Church's life the spirit of Holiness and Catholi- 
city, which are distinctive characteristics of the Church, 


"The things which our Church must henceforth promote in a positive 
way are, on the one hand, an emphasis of cultivation of the spiritual life, 
religious education, and the fostering of Christian personality and home life; 
and, on the other hand, an emphasis on productive labour and service. 


"Christ is the Prince of Peace, and our Church has, therefore, in all 
its history stood for the promotion of peace. We are opposed to every form of 


weapon which cruelly slaughters human beings." E,P.S, Geneva 
JAPAN New Evangelism Methods Urged 


Noting modern secular influences which are "undermining the bases of 
national life" in Japan, "by which people are forgetting how to exercise self- 
control, and in which degradation of domestic morality has reached its bottom", 
the National Conference of the ‘inme and Family Life Movement at Japan recently 
met at Tozanso to consider action. 


"In the face of such a serious situation", the Japanese Christian 
leaders felt "a great responsibility to rise up to meet the challenge of the 
day," and resolved first "to bring Christianity into Japanese home life", then 
"Go extend it to the nation in general," 


The Audio-Visual Activities Commission of the National Christian 
Council in Japan has organised a Christian Broadcast Institute, scheduled to 
open in September "to train radio preachers and to study radio evangelism 
methods," The Institute will prepare radio broadcasts for the Japan Broadcast— 
ing Association, and it has already begun to employ special recorded broadcast 
sermons on the island of Kyushu, 


The Audio-Visual Activities Commission recommended that Japanese 
Christian theological schools should inaugurate courses in "the art of conver~ 
sation", to better prepare ministers for informal evangelism. It also urged 
courses in audic-visual aids at all seminaries, following the opening of such 
facilities earlier this year by the Lutheran seminary in Tokyo. 


The Commission is preparing films, filmstrips and Kamishibai (paper 
theater) units for general evangelism use, especially for home education pur- 
poses, Kamishibai "paper theaters" are an inexpensive form of street evangelism 
which incorporate series of hand-drawn pictures, usually depicting the life of 
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Christ, also prepared lecture texts, Kamishibai are reported to be very 
successful in reaching the general public in Japan. 


The Commission held a Kamishibai vorkshop in Tokyo in mid-July. A 
Lutheran missionary awarded special prizes to script writers and artists ad 
judged winners of a competition for the best Kamishibai presentations which 


had been conducted earlier this year. E.P.S, Geneva 
| 
GREECE The Ecumenical Movement 


The members of the Second Conference of the Greek Student Christian 
Association (S,C.A.) have unanimously adopted the following resolution ont he 
attitude of the S.C.A, towards the Ecumenical Movement: 


"1, We declare our devotion to the Greek Orthodox Church in her’ 
attitude tovard the other member Churches of the World Council of Churches, 


"2, We think that the Orthodox Church ought to participate actively 
in the work of the Ecumenical Movement. First, because she is the true Church 
of Christ and it is her duty to meet the rest of the Churches, in order to 
help their representatives understand the doctrinal truths, as they are kept 
unchanged in the Orthodox Church from the Apostolic Years, And secondly, because 
the World Council of Churches is a very important movement appealing to every 
Christian soul that prays for Church Reunion, 


13, We send our Christian message of love to all fraternal S.C.M.'s 


of the other Churches throughout the world, with whom we are united through 


the World Student Christian Federation, 


"4, We express our deep desire for better understanding and more 
frequent contacts with fraternal Student Movements of the Roman Catholic Church, 
especially with those affiliated to Pax Romana, It is cur firm belief that 
any effort for Church-Reunion will remain incomplete, unless all the main 
Church traditions are determined to join it. 


"5, Finally we approve the decisions of the First Orthodox Youth 
Consultation (Bossey, January 1949) and the action taken thereafter, We de- 
clare our readiness to support and encourage anv further steps towards closer 
co-operation between Orthodox Youth and Student 'ovements all over the world 
We should therefore welcome the establishment of a permanmt international 
body designed to strengthen inter~Orthodox relations and to coordinate their 


action within the Ecumenical Movement. E.P.S. Geneva 
KOREA Missionary Situation 


Since the North Korean invasion of South Korea began on June 25, over 
200 Protestant missionaries stationed below the 38th parallel have been evacu- 
ated to Japan, according to reports received by the Foreign Missions Conference 
in New York. City. Approximately 20 missionaries have remained in Korea... 
Six Methodists, three men and three women, who rested behind the North Korean 
battle lines, were stationed at Kaesung (Sondo) , about 50 miles northeast of 
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Seoul (see EPS No. 32), One missionary reports that the Vice-Chairman of the 
Korean Republic's Legislative Assembly, a Presbyterian elder, has been executed, 
Edward Adams, Presbyterian, U.S,A., missidnary in South Korea, reports distrib— 
uting wheat, beans, flour and lard to refugees at Kimshun along with "a very 
excellent tract to hand out with the food," 


While the fighting is still in progress in Korea, mission leaders are 
planning a renewal programme) for the beleaguered country, Outlined by Dr. 
Rowland M. Cross, of the Far Eastern Office of the Foreign Missions Conference 
in the August issue of 'Advancet (Congregational) , the programme includes a 
strengthened National Council to breach some of the postwar divisions among 
Christians which have been "scandalous and a disgrace to the Church", 


To meet the challenge of Communism, according to Mr. Cross, "a social 
type of Christianity" must be developed..., "a comprehensive rural reconstruction 
programme... and community centres adapted to the needs of the city and industrial 
people’. Dr. Cross also noted that prior to the North Korean invasion, the 
Christian community had completed plans for a $120,000 radio station at Seoul 
to broadcast the Christian message not only to the South Koreans, but north of 
the 38th parallel. 


Founded in 1884 when the first American resident missiona ies arrived 
at Inchon, the port of Seoul, the Korea Christian community includes nearly 
400,000 Protestants and 200,000 Roman Catholics, Prior to the invasion, mission— 
ary work was carried on predominantly by American Churches, with British, 
Canadian, and Australian Churches also represented in the field. E.P.S, Geneva 


GERMANY Evangelical Orders 


"Sonntagsblatt", the periodical edited by the Bishop of Hanover, 
Dr, Lilje, prints an article by the Bishop of Oldenburg, Dr. Stdhlin, entitled 
"We need Evangelical Orders", and dealing with the question of a’ spiritual 
renewal of the Evangelical Church by means of closed communities. 


Dr. St&hlin is convinced that such communities devoting themselves 
to special tasks should not be contested the right to exist within the Evangel- 
ical Church, though there is no wish that the rule of their communal living 
should be made generally binding. He recalls the presence of orders in most 
noneRoman Catholic Churches, and holds the fact that they are to be found in 
Germany also, as for instance in the Evangelical Brotherhood of St, Michael, 


to be "a symptom of the transformation of the Church," E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Combating the Spirit of Trouble 


The Bishop of Saxony, Dr, Hahn, has sent a letter to the congrega 
tions of his Church to which is appended a "suggested prayer for peace!!, The 
letter says that Christians live "along with the whole of mankind today in the 
dread of things to come", but that they must not share in "turmoil and trouble", 
Pastors and congregations both should bear in mind St. Paul's message, 'Rejoice 
evermore, pray without ceasing’, E.P,S. Geneva 
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The Dogma of the Assumption 


Reference has already been made to the repercussionswhich the dogma 
of the Assumption has had in the Church of England (see EPS No. 32). We now 
reproduce from 'Réforme! (Paris, September 25 1950) the views of Pastor Pierre 
Maury, President of the National Council of the Refa med Church, and of Pastor 
Etienne Meyer, Inspector of the Lutheran Church of France, 


Expressing "the first reactions of a Protestant", Pastor Maury empha~ 
sises that "even to the most casual observer it will appear highly significant 
that the first truth imposed ex cathedra on the belief of the faithful since the 
concentration in the Pope himself of the Church's right to speak without possi- 
bility of error should concern not God, or Christ, or the Holy Ghost, or any 
ethical truth, but Mary, It is as if the development of doctrine were aimed at 
throwing into a relief hitherto not clear enough the mother of our Saviour, and 
not Him Who was the Saviour of all, including His mother, The Protestant is 
therefore profoundly roused te see how in this way not only Roman piety but 
Roman faith itself are trained on an object and an intercession other than those 
of the one and all-sufficient Mediator, 


"He is roused likewise that the Catholic doctrine of tradition, now 
indissolubly linked with that of Papal infallibility, should set about constitut~ 
ing a second canon side by side with the Scriptures.... Who can without contra— 
dicting the New Testament exalt any other than Him Who was alone raised to sit 
on the right hand of God?... 


"And then what are we to think of a d yma which imposes on the be~ 
lief of the faithful not a truth, but a fact not attested by any historical 
document eariy or late, and yet celebrated for centuries past by the Church in 
its piety by one of the most solemn feasts in its liturgical cycle? What, this 
being so, did the fizteenth of August mearm before to a Catholic, if up to°1950 he 
was doctrinally at liberty not to believe in the Assumption?" 


Pastor Maury ends with the query whether the Vatican's decision does 
not imply a desire to make the distances separating Catholics from other Christians 
"impassable by ecumenical good will either inside or outside the Church of Rome... 
We are profoundly grieved that the disunion of Christendom should, have been thus 
emphasised, and indeed dug deeper yet. We write these words in sorrow, and mind— 
ful too of the sorrow felt by those of our brethren of Rome who were hoping for 
another step by their Church towards the unity Clrrist enjoined on all of us as 
our aim..." 


Pastor Meyer notes that "Rome still feels strong enough to impose 
on her adherents the dogma of the Assumption, even in a time of ecumenical pro- 
paganda. In this year of Jubilee, this decree constitutiss on the one hand the 
instructions of the Holy Office regarding ecumenism, and on the othe the summer 
campaign of the apostolate of prayer, called 'the conversion of the Protestants 
in mission' — a kind of trilogy. 


"Both the hierarchical discipline and the inner piety of the Catholics 
have to make for that ecumenism which consists solely in a return by schismatics 


A; =e 
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to the bosom of the Church-,.. 


"So far as we Lutherans are concerned, we hold by the attitude of 
the Reformer. Anything not attested by the Scriptures is an obstacle to under- 
standing. We sincerely regret that in this Jubilee year the Church of Rome 
should, on at least three separate occasions, have shown a recession along the 


way of ecumenism," E.P.S, Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA The Conference in Lukakovice 


In connection with the conference of Czechoslovak Churches held 
in July in Lukakovice (see EPS No. 32), the periodical 'Kostnické Jijskry! 
named as representative of the Church of England the Dean of Canterbury, Dr. 
Hewlett Johnson. We are now informed by the Rev. K.J.M. Boggis, of London, 
who attended the conference, that the British delegation consisted of two 
Anglicans, one Scottish Episcopalian, one Scottish Unitarian, one English Me~ 


thodist and one Australian Presbyterian, E.P.S, Geneva 
LEBANON Council of World's Y.W.C.A, to meet in Beirut 


Beirut, the capital of Lebanon, has been chosen as the place for 
the World's Y,W.C,A., Council meeting in October 1951 


"The Middle East," writes the World's Y,’,C.A. in an open letter, 
"is a birth place of civilisation; the cradle of many religions; the land of 
the Bible, Jt is a kind of frontier post between East and West. In both these 
areas, the World's Y.W.C.A, has members and the Executive Committee therefore 
chose a place on the border, to which it is hoped representatives of all nation— 
al associations can come, 


"Our associations in those countries will feel strengthened by having 
a world Christian gathering there, Those Council members who visit this area ~ 
where Christianity first began and developed ~ will be able to sec some of 
the difficulties and opportunities of Christian work in the presence of othe 
strong religious forces," E.P.S. Geneva 


Emergence of the Local Church 
The Director of the Berlin Missi onary Society, Pastor Gerhard 


Brennecke, recently visited, for the first time since the war, various countries 
in Africa, Sixteen church divisions totalling 198 parishes, in which the Berlin 


Mission is working, were visited in the course of a journey covering 3,200 miles. 
‘In a letter from Pietersburg, North Transvaal, South Africa, Pastor Brennecke 


sums up his impressions of the journey so far as follows: 


"Where am I to begin on the variegated, ever-changing picture pre- 
sented by these weeks? How, in so short a space, am I to give an impression 
of all my encounters and conversations and experiences? What strikes you first 
of all is not, as might be imagined, the heterogeneousness of the Churches of 
Christ in this country, Indeed, to me it was one of the most admirable things 
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which were brought home to me, that these Churches are at bottom the very same 
as those in which we live, Perhaps here and there the accent may be a little 
differently placed. Perhaps they are still faced by decisions which other con< 
gregations and Churches have already had to take, Perhaps with them the process 
of emergence is still the predominating characteristic, Perhaps they are fumbling 
here and there at points where we have already been vouchsafed a greater measure 
of clarity. But perhaps, too, they are living closer to the original conception 
of the Church, where with us fatigue has already set in, Differences in degree 
there are, yes; differences in principle, no, And I think that this realisa- 
tion carries with it a wonderful comfort and happiness, There is a Church in 
this world, there is the one Church of Jesus Christ, which is building itself 

up in Germany and in Africa, in China and in America, in the midst of this 
world, out of the living experience of the Word of God, The idea of a Christe 
ianity according to type has become distasteful to us in the last fifteen 

years: what matters for the Church of Christ is that it should be according to 
Scripture, 


"And from this first insight there emerges a second, and that is 
that the local Church here is alive. I can still visualise the 16 divisions, 
and the 50 visitation services in overflowing and usually exquisitely-decorated 
churches and chapels; I see myself once more deep in conversation with the 
elders, and in particular with the teachers, who are expressing their pleasure, 
but at the same time bringing to my notice many desires and troubles and disx 
tresses. Till late at night I sit with our missionaries and their wives, and 
always our thoughts and our talk centre on one thing, the emergence of the 
local Church, 


"The great synidal assembly we held in conclusion concerned itself 
with various questions -- the extension and integration of the local Church, 
the training of pastors and evangelists, the further training of the uany volunt— 
ary helpers and of the paid ones, a sound system of collection, the appointment 
of youth and student missionaries and pastors, the bringing of women on church 
councils, the introduction of women missionaries to work among women, the 
building of a Bible and retreat centre... are not these problems the concern 
of the Church all over the world? If I had evér doubted the reality ef an 
'Oikoumene,' I should have been won over there," E.P.S; Geneva 
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Meeting of the Steering Committee 


Ecumenical Commission on European Cooperation 


The provisional steering committee of the Ecumenical Commission on 
European Cooperation met in Paris, September 14, to plan the further work of 
the commission. Those attending the meeting included M, André Philip of 
France, acting chairman of the commission, Mr, Kenneth Grubb of ingland, M. 
Denis de Rougemont of Switzerland, Professor M. Rollier of Italy, Dr. Max 
Kohnstamm of Holland, and Dr. W. Gustav Heinemann of Germany. 


The commission will study the Christian responsibility in the field 
of European cooperation with a view to making recommendations to the Churches 
of Europe. The commission includes two representatives from nearly all the 
countries of Western Europe. 


A meeting of the full commission is planned for early in January, 1951. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


1950-51 Inter=Church Scholarship Programme 


A total of 121 scholarships for theological students have been awarded 
by the Department df Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Churches for the 
academic year of 1950-51. 


Included in the total are 15 scholarships offered by German Churches 
at German theological seminaries and universities, and which have been awarded 
to French, British, Swedish and American students, marking the first such 
action by German Churches since the end of World War ITI, 


Other students, from 15 European countries, Syria and the U,S.A,, will 
study in Britain, France, Greece, Holland, Sweden and Switzerland, in addition 
to 38 scholarships for European students who will study in Canada and tie U.S.A. 
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The programme for the coming year shows that 19 students will study in 
England, 6 in France, 15 in Germany, 8 in Scotland, 7 in Sweden, 26 in Switzer- 
land, and one each in Greece and Holland, 36 students will study in the U.S.A. 
and 2 in Canada, 


Countries of origin of students included in the World Council programme 
are as follows: Austria 5, Belgium 2, Britain 1, Bulgaria 1, Finland 5, France 
ll, Germany 64, Greece 6, Italy 3, Netherlands 4, Norway 3, Rumania 1, Sweden 
3, Switzerland 3, Syria 1, United States 3, Yugoslavia 2, and Orthodox DP!s in 
Western Europe 2, © E.P.S. Geneva 


New Secretary for German Refugee Affairs 


Dre Heinz Klovpenburg, Secretary for German Refugee Affairs of the Depart— 
ment of Inter*Church Aid aud Service +o Refugees of the World Council of Churches, 
has now returried to Germany’to resume duties with the Evangelischer Lutherischer 
Oberkirchenrat in Oldenburg, 


Dr, Kloppenburg will be succeeded by another German, Paul Graf York 
von Wartenburg, who has been working with the "Evangelisches Hilfswerk" (office 
of the German Evangelical Churches for Reconstruction) in the French Zone, 

E.P.S. Geneva 


An Appeal to the Churches 


An Appeal to the Churches has been issued by the Conference and Council 
of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation which met at Woudschoten, near 
Zeist, in the Netherlands, from July 24 to 31. This Appeal says: = 


"In penitence for our failure in constructive action in a world of 
conflict and for our failure also to do all we might to prevent the outbreak 
of wars; 


"In thankfulness for the will to peace and international cooperation 
increasingly evidenced in the counsels of the Churches; 


"In perplexity in a world where no course of action seems adequate 
to the avoidance of bloodshed, injustice and oppression; 


"But in the belief that in the full understanding and acceptance of 
the way of Christ lies the only hope of the world; 


"In the name of the unity of the Body of Christ; 


"In the name of the Gospel according to which war is contrary to the 
will of God; 


"In the name of our commitment as Christians which comes before every 
other commitment; 


"In the face of the nature of modern fighting which obviously makes 
impossible the conditions of a just war as defined by theologians in the past 
and against which defence is impossible; 


"The Council of International Fellowship of Reconciliation appeals 
to the Christian Churches to refuse their Sanction to the building up of arma- 
ments and to all recourse to war and, further, to urge Church members to search 
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their consciences as to whether as disciples of Christ they must not from 
henceforth abstain from taking part in war but commit themselves wholly to 


Christ's way of non-violent reconciling love," E.P,0. Geneva 
UNITED STATES: A Flim on Church Co-operation 


ee 


The World Council of Churches has released a new 16 mm sound film on 
world~wide Church co-operation, This announcement was made by’ Dr. Henry Smith 
Leiper, Associate General Sec etary of the Council in.New York, 


Called "The Churches Work Together”, the film was taken largely at the 
Toronto meeting of the Central Committee, held July 8-15 in Canada (see EPS Nos 
a0); and is now being available to the Council's member denominations for pro- 
jections before Church groups. 


Dr, Leiper also pointed out that the film woul? be used as extensively 
as possible on television "to explain to the general public, in dramatic, human 
terms, the significance of ecumenical co-operation." E.P,5 Geneva 


NETHERLANDS Dutch Churches set an Example 


In the first action of its kind by any nation, Dutch Protestant Churches 
have begun an "adoption" plan which will provide permanent homes in the Netherw 
lands for a total of 1(0 aged displaced persons. Ranging in age from 66 to 83, 
the first contingent of 24 over-age Estonian, Hungarian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Pol— 
ish and Russian DP!'s arrived in Arnhem by train on Sefwiember 7. 


Action of Dutch Churches to receive the 100 "hard-core" old people 
was described by Dr. Edgar H.S, Chandler of the Wrld Council of Churches as 
"a moral example for the rest of the world", Dr, Chandler is director of field 
operations for the W.C.C.'s Service to Refugees, which aided in selection of 
the refugees bound for Holland, 


Dutch Protestants were represented in negotiations with the Internation- 
al Refugee Organisation (IRO) by Mr. Frederick L. van Tuyll, of Amsterdam, who 
said the action of the Churches had been inspired by "our common responsibility 
as Christians to help brothers in need", 


Similar schemes are niuw being negotiated by the World Council of Churches 
with governments of other European countries, 


The 100 aged refugees will spend the evening of their lives in 34 separate 
Protestant homes for the aged throughout the Netherlands, The plan provides 
that family units and close friends will remain tugether, and one home will care 
for the 24 over-age DP!'s, 


Included in tle group are members of Baptist, Lutheran, Reformed, Mennon- 
ite and Orthodox faiths, who will receive future support from Dutch Reformed, 
Christian Reformed, Lutheran, Old Catholic, Congregational and Mennonite Churches 
in the Netherlands, E.P,S, Geneva 
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JAPAN The Bible a "Best Seller" 


The Bible is a "best seller" in Japan, BishopJ.C. Mann, Anglican Bishop 
of Kyushu in Japan, told the British and Foreign Bible Society during his recent 
visit. Bishop Mann,who represents the Society in Japan and acts as liaison 
officer between it and the Japan Bible Society, which is now an independent 
body, brought the following news: 


In the four years which have passed since the end of the war, the Bible 
Societies + and more especially the British and Foreign Bible Society and the 
American Bible Society ~ acting through the Japan Bible Society, have distributed 
about 4,000,000 copies of the Scriptures throughout the country. In the course 
of the coming three years they plan to publish a further 10,000,000 volumes, 


"The eyes of Japan are fixed on two books", says Dr, Shiro Murata, 
Director of the Japan Bible Society, "One is 'Das Kapital! by Karl Marx. The 


other is the Holy Bible, Japan is at the cross roads," E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA The Bible in Latin Characters 


The China Bible House is preparing to issue the Gospel of Mark in a 
"Latinhua" transliteration. This method of printing Chinese in Noman characters 
is being fostered by the Chinese (Communist) People's government, 


During a recent six-month period 578,406 copies of the Scriptures were 


circulated in China, E,P.5, Geneva 
_SUGOSLAVIA Visit of American Lutheran Church 
Leaders 


Three Lutheran Church leaders from the United States recently made a 
nine-day visit to Yugoslavia, the National, Lutheran Council of the U.S.A. 
announced, They were Dr. Paul C. Empie, Executive Director of t he National 
Lutheran Council; Dr. Franklin C. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church 
in America and Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, and Dr. P.O, Bersell, President of the Augustana Lutheran Church. 


While in Yugoslavia, they met Mr, Leo Mates, Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, and representatives of the Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian provincial 
commissions for religious affairs, 


The government officials assured the Lutheran leaders that Lutheran 
World Relief supplies shipped to Yugoslavia would be admitted duty free. Assur~ 
ance was also said to have been given that Bibles and other religious books could 
be imported by Yugoslav Lutherans. The books will be in the languages used by 
the four Lutheran groups of the country: Hungarian, Slovak, Croatian and Slovenian, 


During their stay the three churchmen met with Yugoslav Lutheran leaders 
and spoke at large gatherings, At Petrovac, seat of Bishop Samuel Starke of 
the Slovak Lutheran Church, more than 3,000 persons crowded the church to hear 
their messages, 


——— 
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A meeting was also held with Patriarch Vinkentij of the Serbian Ortho- 
dox Church, The Patriarch asked Dr. Fry; as Vice-Chairman of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, to obtain 10,00 Serbian Bibles 
for the Orthodox group. 


While in Yugoslavia, the Lutheran leaders were’ provided with inter- 


preters and official escorts by the Yugoslav Government. E.P.S, Geneva 
EGYPT Coptic Bishop for South Africa 


Archpriest Ayyoub Beshoy was consecrated Bishop of the Coptic Church 
of South Africa and Nigeria by the Coptic Patriarch Anba Youssab in St. Nark's 
Cathedral in Cairo, As bishop he will take the name of Anba Morqos, 


According to Coptic sources there are about 300,000 persons in South 
Africa belonging to the Coptic Orthodox Church. They are not considred South 
African natives but descendants of Copts from Ethiopia and Egypt who migrated 
southward, 


In this occasion the Patriarch elevated the Bishops of Luxor ‘Upper 
Egypt), Khartouz, and Omdurman (Sudan) , to the rank of Archbishops. E.P.S-Geneva 


GROAT BRITAIN The Primate and the Encyclical "Humani Generis" 


At the Convecation of Um terbury on September 11, the Archb:’ shop of 
Canterbury in his opening address made the following remarks on the recently 
issued Papal Encyclical "Humani Generis", 


The Encyclical "contains statements and arguments so far removed from 
the conception of Christian truth held outside the Roman Church that their pube 
lication and enforcement cannot but increase the isolation of that communion 
and must make any approach to understanding more difficult. Even so, we might 
hope that we might be able to stand together with them in the defense of free- 
dom when they are suffering so much in that cause, But it is unfortunately the 
fact that here too the Roman Church takes its own line and does not stand as an 
ally towards other Christian Bodies in the cause of freedom, For there are 
parts of the world in which the Roman authorities permit without protest and 
even encovrage the use of political compulsion in their own favour against 
Christian Bodies not of their obedience, and sometimes with the design of ending 
their existence, 


"The times are inimical to freedom, All who value it on Christian 
grounds should stand together, The Vatican has several times recently called 
for a common front among Christians; it is tragie that the Roman Church at the 
same time says and does so much to make a common front impossibie!, E,P,.S Geneva 


GREAT 2? TAIN Gipsies appeal for Protection to Church of England 


Representatives of the Romany travellers of England (gipsies) have 
appealed to the Church of England for protection and assistance in finding 
camping sites, in view of the coming winter because many of their traditional 
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camping Sites have been declared unsuitable and have been closed, A letter 

from them presented to the Archbishop of Canterbury (the los Rev. G.F.Fisher) 
as President of Convocation in the Upper House of the Convocation of Canter- 
bury said: -~ "We want to keep our caravans, for if we cannot move to our season— 
al occupations we cannot earn a living... We appeal this winter to be allowed 
to stand our vans according to families and in an orderly manner in the yards 

of those village (church) schools which have been closed', 


The Bishop cf Hereford (Dr. Longworth) said he had many of these gipsies 
in his diocese as hop-pickers, On the whole they were well behaved, and for 
three-quarters of the year they did most valuable work for the farmers, ‘We 
receive this petition with sympathy", declared the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
adding that he would have inquiries made to the appropriate Government depart— 


ment. E.P.S,. Geneva 
ROME Further Discussion of "De Motione Oecumenica" 


The latest issue of the international review "Unitas", the organ of the 
Unitas Association in Rome, contains in its section entitled "Notes and Docu~ 
ments" an account by Father Salvatore Butler, S.A., of certain reactions to 
the Instructions put out by the Holy Office regarding the ecumenical movement 
(see EPS Nop 9) . After quoting the series of articles which recently appeared 
on the subject in the London "Times", and the article published in the "Ecumen- 
ical Review" in Geneva, Fr, Butler writes: 


"It should be borne in mind that if Catholics were to attend big ‘ecumen- 
ical! gatherings, they would do so purely as observers, Should the Catholics 
wish to send observers, the conditions mentioned in the Instruction do not 
in any way appear to present insuperable obstacles. Nor can we regard as 
justified those signs of discouragement which have emerged concerning the rules 
set up governing personal contacts, the value of which is increased and the 
practice encouraged by the sanction which the ece!--iastical authorities have 
conferred. It is true that a difference is chaervable concerning the aim of the 
ecumenical movements non-Catholics see in it a search for unity in accordance 
with the will of Christ but confess that they do not know exactly how this is 
to be reached, The Catholic Church for its part believes that it knows for 
certain that unity must be produced within itself since it is the Church Divine 
ely founded, and that is why it lays dom what is the will of Christ in this 
matters From the Catholic standpoint, the more the ecumenical movement accepts 
to progress towards unity in accordance with the will of Christ, the closer 
it will come to the Catholic Church," E.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Ecumenical Centre at Oberammergau 


At the suggestion of the World Council of Churches Youth Department, the 
Evangelical Youth of Bavaria created an apportimtt:; for ecumenical contacts 
for thousands of people coming to see the Passion Play. The minister and the 
congregation of the local church put their parish room at the disposal of the 
visitors and here social gatherings, discussions and talks took place nearly 
every evenings oe 


s 
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The Reve William Graffam, World Council of Churches, field worker in 
Bavaria, writes: "The work here has developed in many interesting ways and it 
has had excellent results, Over 3,000 people from 46 countries have been 
through our little 20 feet by 20 feet parish room, and have told us again and 
again that the meaning of the ecumenical movement has, for the first time, been 
madé real to them. We have just waved a group of 50 British people off on the 
bus, They were loaded up with literature and still talking about the Ecumenical 


Worship Service and the discussions of the last two days." E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITSD STATES Death of Dr. W, B. Pugh 


It is with profound regret that the ecumenical world has learnt of the 
death of Dr, William Barrow Pugh following a motor accident on September 15 
in | ats 


Dr. Pugh was Stated Clerk to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of the U.S,A., andSecretary for America of the Alliance of Refarmed 
Churches throughout the world holding the Presbyterian system. He was also 
& member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, and during 
the war held the appointment of chief Protestant chaplain to the American 
forces, He was one of the outstanding figures of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, and contributed in large measure to the establishment of 
the new National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Comenius Evangelical Theslogical Faculty 


We learn from Prague that the old Hus Theclogical Faculty, which served 
not only the Protestant Churches but also the Czechoslovak Church, has been 
divided into two independent Faculties from the new school-year, ‘The Faculty 
which is to serve the needs of all Protestant Churches in Bohemia and Moravia 
is to bear the title of Comenius Evangelical Theological Faculty. 


Professor Hromadka is at present the Dean -f the Comenius Faculty. The 
starf is being enlarged to some extent in order to serve smaller Churches which 
used to have colleges of their own but will now discontinue that system, 


It seems that the number of students will be musually large — something 
like 40 or 50 in the first year, and that the Comenius Faculty will perhaps be 
the largest theological faculty in Uzechoslovakia. E.P.S, Geneva 
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Nou 36 Seventeenth Year September 29, 1950 
GERMANY (Stein bei Mirnberg) W.S5.C.F, Theological Student's Conference 


A theological student's conference, jointly sponsored by the ‘orld's 
Student Christian Federation and the German Student Christian Movement (Bvan- 
gelische Studentengemeinde) , was held at the beginning of September in Stein 
bei Nirmberg. Nearly one hundred students from Europe, North and South 
America, Africa, Asia and Australia and representing all of the main confes— 
sions in the ecumenical movem=nt attended, 


The main talks and commissions of the conference, "Theological Training 
in the ..odern World", dealt with the relevance of the vozation of the minister 
and his speacialised training in a college or seminary to the actual sit uation 
in Church and society at the present time. Among the leaders and speakers were 
Professor Hans Iwand of Géttingen University, lecturing on "Dogmatics and 
Ecumenism", Professor Gerhard von Rad of Heidelberg University, ii.li. Thomas 
of the har Thoma Orthodox Church in India, the Rev. Frank Bennett of the Church 
of England, speaking on "Pastoral Care in Mass Society", Rektor Herman Dietz- 
felbinger of the Nunrberg Predigerseminar, M, Zika Prvulovich of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, Miss Sarah Chakko of India, speaking on “Men and Women in the 
Church", and Professor William Fennell of Emanual College, Toronto, who gave 
an address on "Faith and Culture", The Rev. Charles West and Dr. Wolfang 
Schweitzer of the World Council of Churches were leaders of commissions, On 
Sunday morning a Lutheran service of Holy Communion in the parish church of 
Stein was conducted by Professor Gollwitzer of Bonn University. 


A German delegate comments: "I sometimes wondered - speaking of former 
experiences ~ if the ecumenical work of the Churches or other Christian organ 
isations is not in danger of becoming superficial by avoiding the deeper prog- 
dems, seeing differences but one does not face them and comes too easily to 
solutions... This danger was largely avoided in Stein.., We stated each other's 
differences, but we did not let them be a hindrance in coming together. 

And in this atmosphere of honesty and willingness, of sincerity and serious-— 
ness, we could meet in a deeper sense than just human friendliness. There it 
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was possible to agree in disagreements, to let things be in a healthy tension, 
to see and to appreciate the faith and theology of the Christian brother from 
another country". 


A delegate from the Church of England, who was attending his first ecumen- 
ical meeting at Stein, wrote: "For the first time I saw glimmerings of what 
this frightening word “ecumenicity" means, Ibs very essence is this breaking 
down of fixed ideas against the ideas of other people of other Churches and 
nations. The breaking down of person against person, idea against idea. 
Ecumenicity is then, if I see it-right, not so much a donctrine, not so much 
a proclamation of the Oneness of the Church, but a process, The end of that 
may be, in the power of the Holy Spirit, Unity. But that will not be achieved 
according to any pattern at present knowm and recognised. We in the Ectmen~ 
ical Movement are in very fact ‘going out not knowing whither we go'. It is 
a great adventure of faith. it is not required of us to forsake or despise 
our place of upringing, but to bring its treasures with us and put them into 


the common store," E.P.S. Géneva 
NORWAY (Oslo) Conference of Mission Leaders 


A large and representative conference of mission leaders and friends from 
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden met in Oslo August 31 + September 3. This 
was the fifth conference to be called by the Scandinavian Missionary Council, 
established in 1922, the previous conferences having been held in Stockholm 
(1925), Helsinki (1928), Oslo (1932), and Copenhagen (1936), Owing to the war 
and its aftermath it had not been possible to have another Scandinavian Mission= 
ary Conference till this year, 


The Scandinavian Missions have in their service between 2500 and 3000 mission- 
aries (including wifes of missionaries), working in about forty countries in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 


The president of the Conference was the Rev, Ernst Hallen, chairmm of the 
Scandinavian Missionary Council and of the Norwegian Missionary Council. Vices 
presidents were Bishop Axel Malmstrém, chairman of the Danish Missionary Coun 
cil; Mission Director Tuure Vapaavuori, chairman of the Finnish Missionary 
GouncilL and Mission Director Nils Dahlberg, vice-chairman of the Swedish 
Missionary Council. 


One of the speakers was the Rev. Norman Goodall, secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, who gave lectures on "Some signs of the times for 
missions ~ 1) in external events; 2) in new disturbances of thought." Other 
lectures were delivered on the following. subjects: Building the Church in the 
Mission Field ~ The Problem of Educational Missions — The Training of Indigenous 
Leaders for the Younger Churches ~ Literature as a Missionary Agency = The 
Christian Approach to the Jews and the Problem of Palestine ~ The Attitude of 
Missions towards local Movements for Spiritual Renewal in the Mission Field. 


Prior to the Comfereace the Scandinavian Missionary Council had a meeting 
at which several important matters were discussed, Director Dahlberg was elected 
chairman of the Council for the next four years, There was also a one-day con- 
ference of mission directors and secretaries from the four Scandinavian countriese 
EoPeS. Geneva 
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SWEDEN Parliamentary Debates on Church ~ State Relations 


Resolutions for separation of the Church of Sweden from the State brought 
forward in Parliament have been overwhelmingly defeated in the preparatory 
commissions and have been rejected by votes of 89 to 24 and 84 to 15 in the 
two Chambers, Discussion of requests for State financial grants for training 
of deacons and of the regulation of pastor's salaries gave opportunity for two 
M.P.'!s, who oppose the existing State-Church relationship to raise this funda- 
mental issue. In the second Chamber less than half of the M.P,'!s attended the 
voting, partly because they did nit feel strongly about the issue and partly . 
because the resolution of a new law in this respect will soom come up for dis- 
cussion. 


Few voices were raised in Parliament against the State»Church status, The 
party leaders did not speak, which was significant in view of the fact that the 
Social Democratic Party, which for some time past has been in the Swedish Govern 
ment, still carries in its programme a clause for "removal of the State-Church", 
(The Swedish elections are being held this month}, Some M,P.'s deplored the 
lack of vision on the part of the Church which had been more concerned with 
its own freedom at the beginning of the 20th century, when the socialist move- 
ment was fighting for amelioration of social conditions, Another M.P, said 
that in his younger days he had been faced to learn by heart"Luther's Small 
Cathecism" and had then considered it coercion but now he did not think any 
harm had been done to him by that, 


Some observers consider that the majority of the Swedish people still 
favour maintenance of the present relations between Church and State, The 
outcome of the discussions so far held on this subject has been published in 

a book entitled "For and Against the State Church, Motives and Debates in Par- 


Liamentary Sessions of 1950", ; B.P.S, Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA (Grahamstown) Lectures on Christian Unity 


The second annual Peter Ainslie Memorial Lecture was delivered at Rhodes 
University in Grahamstown, August 9, 1950, by the Rev, Sidney M. Berry, Gumerai. 
Secretary of the International Congregational Council. Dr, Berry, who is on a 
world tour of Congregational Churches and mission fields, spoke on "Christian 
Unity: a Realist View", 


The lectureship, under the direction of an interdenominational committee 
of church and university leaders including representatives from the Disciples 
of Christ and from the Christian Council of South Africa, was inaugurated last 
year with a lecture by Dr. G.eA.CGhyton, Archbishop of Capetown and head of 
the Anglican Church of the Province of South Africa (see EPS No» 43/1949) . The 
Anglican Bishop of Grahamstown, a Roman Catholic priest who heads a Jesuit 
school, ministers of Presbyterians Methodist and other Churches, members of 
faculties, students and townsmen made this year's audience truly ecumenical, 


In emphasising the "historical continuity" of the Church, Dr. Berry stressed 
the position of the "free" Churches that the "succession" is the succession of 
the failthful all dow the centuries since Christ. Where two or three were 
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gathered in Christ's name, there was a Church, and it was the continuity of this 
that mattered. The Church is the members rather than the clergy, 


Of the disposition of many denominations to regard their owm inherited 
beliefs and practices as a "sacred trust" which must not be sacrified to Christ- 
jan unity, he said? 


"Unless and until there is born within us an overmastering conviction that 
God is commanding us to a united fellowhip in His Church, Christian unity will 
make little or no progress, At present the overmastering conviction is lacking 
in all sections of the Church, They feel more strongly about the things in 
which they claim distinctiveness than about God!s will that they 'may not be!,. 
Until that changes, we shall continue talking, but action will halt," 
K.P.S. Geneva 


INDIA St. Thomas! Feast a National 
Day for Christians in India 


On July 16 - St, Thomas Day, according ay the Eastern Cale ndar + Holy 
Communion was celebrated by His Grace Yuhanofi/Mar Thoma in Manganam (Travancore). 
The same afternoon friends from the Roman Catholic, Jacobite, Mar Thoma, and 
Church ef South India Churches m=t at Kottayam as guests of the Anglican Bishop 
of Travancore (the Rt. Rev. and Mrs. C.K, Jacob) to consider the suggestion 
regarding the celebration of the 19th centenary of the visit of the Apostle 
Thomas to India. 


This was followed by a well attended public meeting which was opened by 
the Rt. Rev. C.K. Jacob and presided over by His Grace the Metropolitan, Dr. 
P.J. Thomas, the Economic Adviser to the Government of India, spoke on "Indian 
Culture and St. Thomas! Tradition', 


The following reoslution was then unanimously passed: "This public meeting 
@ Christians held at Kottayam on July 16, 1950, under the auspices of the 
Society of St, Thomas, expresses its desire that the 19th centenary of the 
Apostle St. Thomas! arrival in India be celebrated in a fitting manner all over 
India and that the feast of St. Thomas be celebrated annually as a national day 
for Christians in India, This meeting therefore requests the following persons 
to explore the possibilities of all Christian denominations joining together 


for such celebrations" (four names are given). E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STAT ES Latest Lutheran Statistics 


According to the annual statistical Summary compiled by the National Luther— 
an Council in New York Lutheran Churches of the United States and Canada reported 
a total membership of 6,133,627 persons in 1949, an increase of 182,892 members 
or 3.07 per cent over the previous yeare 


American Lutheranism passed the five-million mark in members in 1941, when 
a membership of 5,052,321 was reported, and in the following eight-year period 
through 1949 recorded a gain of 1,081,306 members, or better than 21 per cent, 
to pass the six million mark, 


*#) Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Church of Malabar 
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The baptised membership of 6,133,627 for 1949 are distributed a ong 
16,537 congregations, 


The Council's summary is based on statistics supplied by 17 Church bodies 
and by independent congregations, covering all Lutherans in America, Of the 
17 bodies, 12 recorded gains in membership, 4 suffered losses, and one showed 
no change. 


For the fifth successive year, the highest numerical increase was made 
by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the second largest Lutheran body in 
America, with a gain of 60,149 baptised members or 3.7 per cent over 1948, The 
Missouri Synod has a membership of 1,677,841. 


The Evange-ical Luthe an Church, the third largest Luthe an body, showed 
the greatest advance on a percentage basis, its 41,674 additions representing 
a gain of 5.4 per cent, 


The United Lutheran Church in America, largest of the bodies, reported 
an increase of 1.7 per cent to a taal membership of 1,952,569, 


A separate compilation for the Lutheran Churches in Canada revealed that 
Carada has 165,785 baptised members and 1lo,371 confirmed or adult members, 
with 960 organised congregations and 163 regular preaching places. Canada 


gained 4,169 members in 1949, E,P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES (Princeton) Scholars Discuss Ethics of Bombing 


A study of the moral implications of obliteration bombing and the military 
use of the hydrogen bomb may develop out of the first formal session of the 
Commission of Christian Scholars held in Princeton, N.J.. 

The eleven members of the commission, appointed last March by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, include Bishop Angus Dun, Protest— 
ant Episcopal Bishop. of Washington; the Rev. Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, the Reva Dr. 
John C. Bennett, both of Union Theological Seminary; Dr. Edwin Aubrey of the 
University of Pennsylvania; Dr. Georgia E, Harkness, of the Garrett Biblical 
Institute, Evanston, I1l., and others, 


In a statement issued at the end of the meeting Bishop Dun reviewed recent 
attempts by the World Council of Ghurches and the Federal Council to deal with 
the?moral perplexities of Christian conscience with regard to modern war, ard 
added: 


"Tf principles mutually agreed upon are discovered in interfaith con- 
sultation, the commission has been empowered by the ex2cutive committee of the 
Federal Council to issue its findings jointly with similarly appointed scholars 
of other faiths, presumably meaning df the Roman Catholic Church and of the 
Jewish community," 


Bishop Dun also pointed out that the Korean war ahd the threat of global 
hostilities gave a "new urgency" to the aims of the commission, 
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"Under United Nations' auspices we are engaged in a bloody struggle in 
Korea which we seek to maintain as a police action", he said, "The weapons 
we feel compelled to use are bringing ruin to the very people we seek to rescue 
from aggression, The dread of a global war darkens the lives of men in Europe 
and Asia and the United States. 


"In that situation there will be many who will feel that the hard political 
realities overshadow and render almost irrelevant the question as to what weap- 
ons we shall use or make ready to use in the ultimate eventualities, Yet our 
situation only faces us more actually with the searching moral issues which 
have been referred to us. It also gives urgency to our search for any word which 


may be granted us", E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY "The Church must Speak its own Language" 


The Bishop of the Established (Lutheran) Church of Saxony, Dr. Hugo Hahn, 
has preached a sermon declaring that, while only lunatics could approve war or 
weapons of destruction, the Church must express its disapproval in its own way, 
Everything it may say it must say taking as its starting point the Word of God. 
But the most radical rejection of all must be that of the real weapon of destruc- 
tion, hatred, which is more terrible than the atom bomb. It is in obedience 
to the commandment "love your anemies" that the Christian people of the Oikou-— 
mene initiated their great work of love that has lasted up to the present day. 
And for this reason all real Christians all over the world working to this end 


are perhaps the strongest force for peace still in existence, E.P.S,. Geneva 
GERMANY Axioms of a Men's Group 


A church men's group in Dresden has drawn up the following principles 
governing its activities: 


"We regard as an evening of obligation the meetings of the men's group, 
the Bible classes and the Jecture evenings. We regard ourselves as under obli- 
gation to read daily at any rate the Moravian maxims and the section for the day 
of the current Bible anthology, Ten to fifteen men of ovr group are undertaking 
to invite ten men each from their own neighbourhood to come to the meetings. We 
are breaking with the regrettable habit prevalent in big cities of passing one 
another by, and are, on the contrary, maintaining brotherhood in everyday life 
also. We are holding ourselves in readiness for individual services in the 
parish, such as visiting the sick and visiting parents whose children are behind- 
hand in Christian instruction and in attendance et confirmation classes, Our 
group approves the opportunity, open to Protestant as well as to Catholic Christ- 
jians, of individual confession, The periods devoted by our pastors to spiritual 
welfare, and our fellowship with one another, afford us an opportunity for dis- 
cussions concerning spiritual welfare, of which we should like to make use. We 
are organising a fellowship of prayer to meet every Sunday before service." 

E.P.S. Geneva 

UNITED STATES The Problem of Refugees at U.N,.O, 


The Fifth Session of the United Nations General Assembly will among others 
discuss the question refugee problem. Ina statement presared by the Department 
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of Church and Economie Life of the Federal Covncil of the Churches of Christ in 
America, three points are underlined: 


"1) A nonedisoriminatory and inclusive definition of refugee; 


; "2) An approach to the refugee problem that is not limited to Europe 
but which would include all areas; 


3) And provisions for emergency action in face of the widespread existence 
of the refugee problem,* 


Officials of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs attend 
ing the General Assembly will press for the broadening of international and nation~ 
al action to help refugees, This problem, Dx, Nolde, Director of the Commission, 
pointed out, is not confined to Europe, but includes large numbers of homeless 


persons in the Near Hast, India and Korea, E.P,5, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Christian Principles and Responsibilities Today 


The Department of the Churchand Economic Life recommended to the Executive 
Committee of the Federal Council of Churches at its meeting on August 31 «+ Sep- 
tember 1 a statement on "Christian Principles and Responsibilities Related to 
the Present Economic Situation" from which we quote the following: 


"The terrible shadow of war is once more cast agross the earth, Though 
the present hostilities are limited in scope, we face at least a period of years 
of continuing tension; at worst, the development of the present crisis into a 
general war. Such a war would be in a sense a world civil war, and might mean 
the destruction of present civilisation. It is our responsability as Christians 
to do our utmost to avert this catastrophe.>. 


"The Christian faith and the principles of democracy alike demand that we 
thear one another's burdens! and seek equality of rights, sacrifice, and partici- 
pation. Full equality of sacrifice, however, becomes impossible when some are 
called upon to pay their ‘last full measure of devotion! to the com.on cause, But 
this fact only serves to blacken the sin of any person who uses a public crisis 
as an ppportunity for private gain, No Christian should withhold service, at 
whatever sacrifice, to attain the aims for which some are called upon to dies... 


"In view of continuing human selfishness in time of national danger or 
of actual war, justice demands that greed be subjected to special restraint, Con~ 
trols exercised by govemment thm become both a practical and a moral necessity<.. 


"We must be prepared for real and serious shortages, if the crisis is pro~ 
longed or if hostilities spread, It would be naive indeed to expect voluntary 
discipline to bring about justice mmder such circumstances, It will, therefore, 
be the duty of Christians, in the months that lie ahead, readily to accept and 
support such governmental controls as may be necessary for a period of national 
emer gency. This may mean not only allocation, priority and credit controls, but 
also control of prices, wages, and profits and ratimings aos 


"Voluntary discipline and legal controls," the statement goes on, "are at 
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times protrayed as being two opposing concepts, This need not be so. It would 
be true only if our government represented a power outside the people who compose 
it; but, to the degree to which we succeed in maintaining the democracy we seek 
to defend, the government is the peoples.. 


"A compelling reason for high taxation in wartime is to insure that to a 
maximum degree the cost of national defence is paid out of current income and 
thus is not imposed on the next generation as a harmful burden of debt. A crucial 
test of the spirit of our people will be their willingness to call for increased 
taxation in order to prevent ruinous inflation,.,> 


"The economic as well as the moral principle on which tax policy must be 
based, from a Christian viewpoint, is that o& equality of sacrifice, Any departe 
ure in tax policy from that principle because of a national em=rgency should be 
recognised as falling short of the Christian ideals.a. 


"Of still greater importance", the statement said, "are those essential 
activities which contribute to the morale, health, and welfare of the American 
people. in this category are better housing through elimination of slums, neces= 
sary educational facilities and proper compensation of teachers, and improvement 
of health. Such expenditures will strenghten the effectiveness of our democratic 
processes and justify our belief in them... 


"As a nation we should not lose sight at any time of our opportunities 
with other countries to strengthen and utilise the specialised agencies of the 
United Nations and to aid other peoples in their struggle to develop their 
economics, to achieve self-dependente, to raise living standards, and to gain . 
the benefits of modern civilisation, Such aid is our most constructive weapon 
in combating totalitarian forces which seek to exploit the poverty and frustra- 
tion of people for imperialist purposes, It is also essential to the achievement 
of a just and lasting peace in a free world. 


"Today and the next few years are times of moral Yesting, Christians 
should voluntarily practice the discipline and sacrifice necessary to strengthen 
our’ domestic economy and democratio way of life and to enhance the moral influence 


of our country throughout the world," E.P,S, Geneva 
COLOMBIA Evangelical Confederation Established 


The "Latin American News Letter" states that in spite of political in- 
certainties prevailing in Colombia and recent persecutions reported there, the 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia was formally constituted at Bogota, on June 
24, 1950. 


Beginning with a full day devoted to Bible study and prayer, fifty-five 
official and fraternal delegates of nineteen evangelical missions and agencies 
at work in various parts of the country, met in the central Presbyterian Church 
of Bogota, and took part in the celebration together of the Lord's supper the 
following day. 


"Latin American News Letter" (No. 36) published in New York by the Committee 
on Cooperation in Latin America gives the following report: 
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"During the four day meeting, characterised by an exceptionally fine 
spirit of Christian harmony and mutual understanding, a Constitution was thoroughly 
discussed and unanimously accepted. Thereafter 17 agencies Signed as founding 
members of the Confederacion Evangelica de Colombia. Officers for the year 1950/ 
1951 were elected, including the Rev. ‘José D,Fajardo as President and the Rev, 
Roberto Lazear as Executive Secretary,.: 


"The first General Assembly of the Confederation is planned for June LO5L 
at Medellin. Support of the programme is by voluntary contributions of member 
agencies, Churches and friends," 


Notice of the formation of the Evangelical Confederation was given to the 

_ secular as well as the evangelical press, Two important Bogota dailies carried 
reports of the meeting. President Fajardo addressed a formal communication to 

the Secretary of the Interior of the Colombian Government to make clear to the 
public that the Confe“eration's "foundations and purposes are exclusively and 
eminently religious and that in forming a Single, official corporation, represent— 
ative of the evangelical entities which operate throughout the nation, we do so 
by virtue ¢ the ordinances of the Colombian Constitution which protect liberty 
of worship and conscience, since our activities and doctrines are based on Christe 
ian principles and are in no way inimical to morality and order." B.P.S, Geneva 


CONGO BELGH (Leopoldville) Hymns on Records 
A firm in Leopoldville using the name "Ngoma", having discovered that 


records of Protestant choir singing sell very well, has recently put on the 
market several gramophone revords of well knowm hymns rendered in Kikongo, 


Lingala and Kiluba. E.P,S, Geneva 
BELGIUM A good Example 


The Sabena Air Line is granting a reduction to Missions of 3000 frs on 
the Leopoldville to Brussels line, A 20% reduction is also given on local 
Congo lines if combined with a Brussels ticket, E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES U.N.General Assembly opens with Prayer 


(Flushing Meadows) For the first time the United Nations General Assembly has 
been opened by silent prayer. 


General Carlos P, Romulo of the Philippines, who, as President of the 
1949 General Assembly presided until a new President for 1950 was chosen, asked 
the delegates to observe a minute of silence and meditation as the first session 
began. 


Ending his introductory remarks, General Romulo said: "God grant that 
we have the vision and the courage to discharge our awesome responsibility", 


The full chamber of 600 delegates and more than 1,500 members of the 


press and the public rose and stood for a moment in silence. E.P,.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Churches asked to form Ecumenical Commissions 


A plan to establish "Ecumenical Commissions" within each denomination 
to coordinate interdenominatiomal relationships has again been recommended to 
American Churches by the Executive Committee of the Conference of U.S.A. Member 
Churches of the World Council of Churches, At their meeting in New York on 
September 20, the Committee learned that four U.S,Churches had already set up 


such commissions, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE Police Action against Blasphemy 


Blasphemy has become a punishable offense under a decree issued by the 
Chief of Police in Athens, Religious News Service (New York) reports, 


Severe penalties are prescribed for insulting saints, clergymen, 
religious ideas or objects, or Greek national traditions, coags, recordings, 
and printed matter are included in the ban, E.P.S. Geneva 
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TOGOLAND New Religious Choral Music 


The August number of "Vie Nouvelle", the Protestant journal of Black 
Africa, published at Douala in the Gameroons, contains an interesting article 
on religious choral music in Togoland, 


The author writes: "The non~Christian religions of our country also 
have their religious songs, Most of them are very beautiful and the words are 
really inspired, Unfortunately, the art of composition was nearly lost when 
the old religions disappeared, 


"In nearly all circles the native songs are being replaced by Christian 
hymns, The missionaries have brought us Christian hymn. These hymns have been 
translated into the Ewé language, which is the literary Heras of the countrys 
At the present time we have 481 hymns. 


"Although the European hymns and chants are beautiful and famous, they 

_ do not adequately supply the spiritual needs of us Africans, with our different 
feelings and our different way of expressing them, Recently, however, several 
African Christians like Amu, Yeboa, Appo and others have written hymns whose 
feshness appeals to all, In some cases the words of the original pagan composers 
are retained: some of then evenretain tthe old melody, slightly modified, 

These hymns set the real tone for the people of Togoland during the Christian 
festivals," E.P.S. Gereva 


Conference of Churches from the Latin Countries of Europe 


A Conference was held at Torre Pellice from September 2528, under 
the chairmanship of Pastor Marc Beegner, one of the Presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, This Conference had been convened by the Department of 
Inter~Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, and 
was attended by representatives of the Latin countries of Kurope. Official. 
delegates were sent from the Protestant Churches cf Belgium, Spain, France, 
Italy and Switze-land, and representatives from other Churches in Europe, the 
U.S.A. and Latin America were also present, The delegates from these Churches 
which (with the exception of Switzerland) are all minority Churches, were able 
to examine their common problems together for the first time. Three Commissions 
were famed, one on Evangelism, one on Youth and the Church, and the third 
on Religious Liberty. 


After hearing and adopting the reports of the two first Commissions, 
the Conference passed two resolutions, 
1.) Resolution om: Religious Liberty, 


2.) Resolution concerning Relationships with Roman Catholicism, 
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Resolution on Religicus Liberty 


"The Conference of the Churches in the latin countries of Europe 
summoned by the Department cf Inter-Chureh Aid and Service +> Refugees of 
the World Council cf Churches, after examining the situation of the minority 
Churches in several countries cf western Europe, feels called upon to denounce 
emphatically the denial of religious liberty, or the various cbstacles placed 
in its path, in certain countries with a Roman Catholic majority. 


"The Conference reaffirms the declaration of the Amsterdam Assembly 
in the following four points, which are valid for each national or confession- 
al situation: 


"1, ) Every person has the right to determine his own faith and creed- 
H2¥) Every person has the right to exprecs his religious beliefs in wor» 
ship, teaching and practice, and to proclaim the implications of his beliefs 
for relationships in a social or political community. 


13.) Every person has the right to associate with others and to organise 
with them for religious purposes. 


"4,) Every religious organisation, formed or maintained by action in 
accordance with the rights of individual persons, has the right to determine 
its policies and practices for the accomplishment of its chosen purposes. 


"The Conference welcomes the resolution on religious liberty adopted 
by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Toronto in July 
1950, affirming "its opposition to all practices by which governments, Churches 
or other agencies curb the exercise of religious freedom” and approving *re- 
presentation regarding infringements to governments or to the United Nations 
and to the religious authorities which have jurisdiction or influence in the 
countries concerned.* 


"In accordance with this declaration the members of the Conference 
desire to express their fundamental solidarity with the Protestant Churches of 
Spain which suffer becauss they are denied the most elementary rights of a 
religious freedom worthy of that name. 


"They rind that these rights are expressly guaranteed ir certain 
articles of the Italian Constituticn, but ccunt upon the principies established 
in these articles being made the basis of positive legislation in that country, 
at an early date. 


"They register their oppcsition to the intolerant treatment accorded 
to the Protestant Chyrches in Portugal by law ag well as in practice, in spite 
of the statements contained in the Constitution. 


"They point out that in several nations’ local administration proceeds 
in defiance of the principles sanctioned by law. 
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"The members of the Conference are further convinced that the question 
of religious freedom is by no means merely a question of legal guarantees, but 
rather one of spiritual attitude, convention and public morality, They find 
that the attitude of Roman Catholics towards Protestants differs very much 
from place to place and from country to country. Jn certain countries, respons- 
ible elements are to be found among the Catholic clergy who show themselves = 
in word and deed ~ to be in favour of complete religious freedom. These 
denounce the use of the power of the State - or of any other social or economic 
organisation ~ to curb the liberty of other religious communities; these affirm 
that the certain pcssession by their Church of the full truth is no reason for 
causing it to triumph by force; these believe that respect for the human 
personality is not incompatible with their conviction that they possess the 
truth. 


"Over against these voices they hear others who have authority to speak 
proclaiming that the Roman Catholic Church, as tthe sole depository of the 
truth, must claim the right to religious freedom for herself alone and must 
ensure that the State does not allow a legal existence tc anything that she 
considers as error, 


"The members of the Conference, faced with these two divergent positions, 
express their conviction that it is exceedingly desirable that the Roman Cathol- 
ic Church take a clear stand in this matter. It is of particular importance 
that she should define her attitude with respect to the article on religious 
freedom in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


"The members of the Conference would point out that wherever the rela- 
tions between the Christian confessions are inspired with the spirit of mutual 
respect and freedom, whether it be in lands which have a Protestant majority, 
or a Catholic one, they have borne spiritual fruit of value for the ‘majority 
as well as for the minority, They hope tort relations of this kind may grow 
up in the Latin countries, and that they may attain that level of mutual respect 
which is possible between brothers in the faith, though they be separated from 
one another. They pray that the Lord of the Church may guide all His followers 
towards a recognition of the requirements of religious freedom based on truth 
and love." 


we 


"The Conference of the Churches in the Latin countries of Europe, after 
discussing the problems of the attitude of the minority Churches in these 
countries towards Roman Catholicism, wishes to put forward the following state-- 
ment : 


11.) The primary mission of these Churches is to bear witness before all men 
to the truth as revealed by God in’His word, and to build up communities on 
the one foundation of Jesus Christ. 


12.) In the fulfilment of this mission the Churches must refrain from any 
misrepresentation or derogatory attitude with regard to the Romm Catholic 
Church, 
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13,) The Conference rejoices in certain tendencies appearing today in Roman 
Catholicism, such as the return to the Bible, the increasing interest in the 
Ecumenical Movement and a more objective attitude to the Reformation, which 
tend to foster mutual understanding, 


14.) At the same time it realises with sorrow that the Roman Catholic Church 
in the decisions of its hierarchy does not encourage these irenic tendencies 
and, on important questions, continues to move further away from evangelical 
truth, 


"5,) The Churches stand ready for fraternal conversations with Roman Cathol+ 
ics, on the understanding that the members of the Churches of the Reformation 
shall never admit any other authority than that of the Word of God, In any 
event, the aim of Ecumenism can never be the victory of any one Church over 
another Church, 


"The Conference invites the Churches of the Latin countries of Eur ope 


to conform these principles in their relations with Roman Catholicism." 
E.P.S. Geneva 


OKINAWA A Crisis in Missionary Cooperation 


(USA, New York) Speaking to a conf rence sponsaed by the Far Eastern Joint 
Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, held in New 
York and attended by more than 100 mission board executives from major Protest~ 
ant groups, Dr Theburn T, Brumbaugh, Methodist missionary leader, said that the 
unwillingness of Christian groups to work on an interdenominational basis in 
Okinawa threatens to demoralise Christian wrk on that island, 


Dr Brumbaugh said that a number of mission groups who had recently 
entered the island were "tot ally disregarding the agreement reached shortly 
after the war that Christian work in Okinawa should be done on a cooperative 
basis" (see EPS No, 10, 1947). 


He warned that should this practice continue it would undermine the 
United Church of Christ in Okinawa, the main Protestant body to which the great 


bulk of Okinawa Christians belong, E.P.S. Geneva 
’ AUSTRIA E A Centenary and a fresh Departure 


On September 24 the Vienna branch of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society celebrated the centenary of the foundation of the Society's first 
branch in Austria, During this century the distribution of Bibles has frequent-— 
ly been interrupted; one reason for this was the measures taken by the Govern 
ment under the pressure of the Roman Catholic Church, in spite of the efforts 
of the Council of the Protestant Church; another reason was political events, 
Since the end of the war the Government's liberal policy and the collaboration 
of the- Protestant Churches (both historical and free) through’the Austrian 
. Bible Committee have enabled satisfactory progress to be made, 
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Bishop Berggrav, Honorary President and one of the founders of the 
World Bible Alliance, who was recently elected one of the six presidents of 
the World Council of Churches, preached at the special morning service. The 
General Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Rev. Platt, 
Bishop Berggrav and the representatives of several Bible Societies spoke during 
the commemoration service, which was attended in the afternoon by about 2,000 
people including several outstanding personalities in the Government and the 
Church, : . 


On this occasion the World Bible Alliance held a regional conference 
of representatives of Bible Societies, mainly Europeans; the chief items on 
the agenda were questions of distribution, the relations between Bible Societies 
and Churches, and the biblical renewal in the Roman-Catholic Church, The un-— 
animous desire was expressed that the Churches and parishes, would cooperate in 
promoting the study of the Bible in alk Ghristian circles, E.P.S. Geneva 


"Forward Together in Faith" ~ Y.M.C.A. Report 


The following extracts from the chapter of the report of this year's 
plenary meeting of the World's Committee of the Y.M.C.A.; dealing with ecumen- 
ical attitude and policy indicate the nature of the resolutions taken at that 
important meeting:~ 


"The Young Men's Christian Association is rooted in the Christian faith. 
It is loyal to the Church of Christ, It is lay in character, initiative, respon- 
sibility, and administration, and because of its autonomous nature and pioneer- 
ing character it is able to render a distinctive service to the Church of Christ. 


"The Y.M.C.A. has been used by God as a Christian fellowship of men and 
boys of many lands in bringing many to the discipleship of Jesus Christ, While 
young Protestants first established the Y.M.C.A., subsequently Roman Catholics 
and members of the ancient Eastern Churches entered the Movement and found it 
congenial and adaptable to their conditions and outlook... 


"The Y.M.C.A. has thus taken the initiative in bringing men of the great 
Christian confessions to work together in a common enterprise, which is helping 
to pave the way for a world strategy of Christian thought and action expressing 
the high purpose of all the Churches, 


"The Y,M.C.A. as a lay organisation recognises that the administering 
of the Sacraments and the definition of Christian doctrines are distinctive 
functions of the Church... 


"The World's Committee of the Y.M.C.A. — which is one of the five world 
bodies composing the World Christian Youth Commission, and a consultative member 
of the World Council of Churches ~- appeals in this report to national Y.M.C.A. 
movements to seek to discover what cooperation is possible and des‘rable with 
individuals and bodies exercising authority and carrying responsibility of a 
denominational, confessional or inter-—church character: to encourage informal 
contacts and conversations which give promise of guiding or otherwise enriching 
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our ecumenical experience; to guide groups of members and leaders in facing 
frankly and studying together, as far as possible inter-confessionally, the 
problems raised for Christian cooperation by differences in doctrine or pract- 
ice between different confessions... 


"The World's Committee in studying the possibilities of presenting 
the Christian Message in a manner satisfying to members of all confessions, and 
in determining how far those of each Confession should remain free to present 
the liessage in their ow terms under the auspices and through the channels of 
the Association..." 


The full text of this report will be published later this month under 
the title "Forward Together in Faith" at World's Y.M.C.A. Headquarters, 37 
Quai Wilson, Geneva, Switzerland, ~.P.S. Geneva 


The Report of the Toronto Meeting of the Central. Committee 
ee OE ne VEN tal. Vommitiee 


The Minutes and reports of the third meeting of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches held in July 1950 at Toronto have now appeared 
(in English). These hundred thirty pages contain a lively record of the dis- 
cussions and the resulting decisions on such vital subjects as religious liberty, 
the Church's responsibility with regard to present day international and inter- 
racial pio blems and the significance of the World Council for each of its member 
Churches, At the same time the General Secretary's report and the reports of 
the ten departments (or commissions ) of the Council make this publication the 
most reliable and complete source of information about the work of the World 
Council and its various departments. 


(Copies from the World Council Offices in New York, London, or Geneva. 


Price Swiss francs 5.50; g -/7/6; $1,25). E.P.S. Geneva 
GERIMA NY Unsuccessful Pressure on Eastern Zone Clergy 
wen NL een Oe ee OUErN One Clergy 


The Minister—Presidents of Brandenburg, Saxony and Saxony-Anhalt (all 
Russian Zone) have convened the’ clergy of the Protestant and Catholic Church to 
special conferences for pastors, The purpose of these Conferences is to cause.’ 
dissention between the clergy and their church-leaders.The first of these' pastor's 
conferences for the Eastern Zone was held in Berlin at the end of September, and 
was arranged by the Minister-—President of Brandenburg, R, Jahn; they were ° 
described in the daily newspapers as "an electoral manifesto for the clergy. 
Invitations were sent to all the clergymen in the Province of Brandenburg (there 
were about 800 in the Protestant Church alone), but only 27 accepted. No report 
has yet been received from the Evangelical Church leaders for Berlin and Bran- 


denburg, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN British Churches! Representatives in Germany 
BEEAL DRILALN eer nee PrESENvatives in Germany 


The Rev, F.W.T. Craske, M.A., Education Secretary of the liissionary 
Council of the National Assembly of the Church of England since 1939, has been 
appointed by the Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service Department of the British 
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Council of Churches to be one of its representatives resident in Germany between 
the British and German Churches. 


Mr. Craske was formerly chairman of the Youth Department of the British 
Council of Churches and secretary of the Church of England Youth Council. He 
was previously on the staff of the Student Christian Movement, 


The other representative is the Rev. Bryce Nisbet of the Church of 
Scotland, former a Control Commission Chaplain in Germany. Mr. Nisbet is working 
in direct relation with the refugee operation of the Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugee of the World Council of Churches. E.P.S. Geneva 


FRANCE Wandering Nuns 

The “Lesnitzky Convent", founded in 1894 at Lesna, diocese Cholm (Poland), 
is one of the most famous convents of the Russian Orthodox Church. This convent 
was the focus of much fruitful religious work undertaken by the Orthodox Church 
on the Western frontier of Tsarist Russia, and it maintained close contacts 
with church-leaders and theologians. 


The war of 1914-1918 drove the nuns out of the district where 
they were working. In 1920 seventy nuns found refuge in Yougoslavia, first at 
Chopowo Convent near Novisad, and later in Belgrad. As the Chopowo Convent 
(under the jurisdiction of the Serbian Orthodox Church) the nuns of Lesna have 
continued their work of religious instruction for nearly thirty years. From 
here they maintained contact with the Orthodox Theeiogicst Institute 

in Paris, which was tren under Metropolitan Eulogius, and is now 

under Metropolitan Vladimir. 


During the second world war the Chopowo Convent was destroyed by the 
Ustaschis, Thirty-three of these nuns, who had been living recently in Belgrad, 
have been enabled to come to Paris, through action of the Department of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, in conjunc- 
tion with C.I.M.A.D.E. (Comité Intermouvement d'Aide auprés des Evacués), France. 
B.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Message of the Fraternal Council on Rearmament 


(Darmstadt) At its recent Conference at Darmstadt on September 29 the Fraternal 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany passed a resolution concerning 
rearmament - 


The Fraternal Council refers to the "earnest declarations" made by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany again and again during the last few years, "that 
the compulsory division of Germana represents a permanent and acute menace to 
peace, and that there is no hope of any great. change in this situation." The 
declaration continues: “We cannot approve of the remilitarisaticn of Germany, 
either of the West or of the Fast; and this undoubtedly expresses the conviction 
and the will of the overwhelming majority of the whole German people.” 
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The the Fraternal Council requests "the powers in whose hands lie the 
decisions concerning war and peace to listen to the petition of a disarmed 
people: not to burden our’conscience once again with the desire for military 
service; but to seize every opportunity of cooperating in the pursuit and 
maintenance of peace..." The real enemy is fear, which leads people to strive 
for security, "although no security can remove the cause of this fear." 


Special points of the Declaration are as follows: "Ve Europeans have a 
heavy responsibility today, | No power or force can preserve our historic heri- 
tage unless we infuse it with fresh life and make it effective. Our communal 
life of freedom and justice will be shaken to its foundations if we seek freedom 
and neglect social justice, or if we sacrifice freedom to social justice. A 
life consonant with human djnity can be ensured only by protecting both freedom 
and justice, 


"No one will believe in the freedom, of which we boast in the Western 
part of Germany, as long as our attack on the great social injustices remains 
half-hearted and inadequate: the difficult problem of the refugees and dis-— 
placed persons, unemployment and child poverty. Our best service to freedom 
will be to concentrate all our powers on solving these problems: real equality 
for all citizens, war damage compensation for refugees and homeless people, 
work for the unemployed, co-responsibility for the workers, the training of 
hundreds of thousands of unemployed boys and girls, We appeal to all respon- 
sible people and Governments of the West, 

"When we try in this way to show that our freedom does not exclude 
social justice, but rather demands it, we shall be able to stand firm in face 
of the ‘false. conception that social justice can only be purchased at the 
price of individual liberty, This danger can never be overcome by prohibitive 
legislation alone, 


"This is the foremost way in which we can help our brethren on the 
Eastern side of the Iron Curtain, who are living under the domination of an 
ideology of this kind. They will be strengthened in their confidence that 
there really is a spiritual power that can overcome this ideology, and they 
will foster the hope that this victory will be a spiritual one, without recourse 
to arms. We are responsible for our brethren in the East, and will not shirk 
that responsibility. 


By making the Christian heritage of the West once more living and fruit- 
ful, we are working against fear, and thereby making the best contribution we 
can to the maintenance of peace between the nations," E.P.S. Geneva 
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Faith and Order Secretary's Tour 


The Rey. Oliver S. Tomkins, Secretary of the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches, has left England on October 6 for a three 
month's tour of Churches in Ceylon, India, Ethiopia and Egypt, in order to dis- 
cuss their co-operation in the Third World Conference on Faith and Order to be 
held at lwd in 1952. 


Mr. Tomkins hopes also to meet the Church Unity Negotiating Committees 
in Ceylon and North India, and the Committee of the Church of South India which 
is discussing relations with the Lutherans there, in order to discover how far 
the Faith and Order Conference may serve as a meeting place where those engaged 
in unity-negotiations in different parts of the world can share their problems 
with each other and with representatives of Churches in the west, 


He also expects to have discussions with the Syrian Jacobite Church 
in South India, the Coptic Church in Egypt and in Ethiopia and the Orthodox 
Church of Alexandria regarding their participation in Faith and Order. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


Dr. Manikam accepts Secrevaryship for Bast Asia 


The International Mis sionary Council and the World Council of Chi ches 
announce that Dr. Rajah B. Manikam has now accepted the invitation to serve 
as East Asia Secretary of these two world bodies (see EPS No. 31). 


Dr. Marikam's name had been recommended with impressive unanimity by 
the Churches and Christian Councils of South East Asia. He brings to his new 
work the experience of thirteen and a haif years of service to the National 
Christian Cofincil of India and Pakistan. 


Dr. Manikam's main task will be to visit the Churches and Christian 
Councils in East Asia helping the Churches to share more fully their thought 
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and experience with a view to strengthening the Churshes in their evangelistic 

task in Asia and establishing closer contact than at present exists between the 

East Asian Churches and Councils and the cael a movement of tke Church. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


KOREA ~ KoreanChristians Reply 


In answer to the message to the Korean Christians which was sent by 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and the International 
Mis sionary Council (see EPS No.30) the following letter has been received: 


"We gratefully received your most sympathetic message through Dr Adams 
of the Presbyterian Mission. Since Dr Namkoong, the Gene al Secretary, and most 
of the executive members of the Korean National Christian Council have failed to 
get away from Seoul, we the undersigned, representing different denominations 
and organisations, with Mr. C.Y. Whang, President of the K.N.C.C., as chairman, 
are taking liberty to answer your gracious letter with a deep sense of appre~ 
ciation. 


"Through the missionary efforts for over half a century, we have learned 
that neither tribulation nor distress, neither persecution nor famine can separate 
us from the love of Christ. This eternal truth we hope to re-~affirm in our om 
lives. 


"Through your consolations and prayers we are anxious to keep our faith 
and live according to His will, We are thankful that in this time of tribulation 
the Grace of the Heavenly Father is most abundant, 


"We are specially grateful to have several missionaries with us in spite 
of many inconveniences and dangers, They have ben a real help and comfort in 
this troublesome days, May the Gracious Father’comfort them and abundantly repay 
them for their sacrificial sarsice in this land, 


"While this refugee life is not easy, our brothers and sisters in the 
Communist occupied areas are starving for lack of food and are dying from the 
persecution of the invaders. Please remember them in your prayers, 


"We pray that peace will soon be restored not only in this land but 
in all lands and that the King of kings andthe Lord of lords will reign for ever 


and ever!" E.P.S. Geneve 
UNTTED STATES Missionary Oublook in China and Korea 


(New York) - Optimism in regard to the probability of continuing mission 
work in China was expressed in a statement issued by the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Nearly a hundved Presbyterian mission- 
aries are still carrying on work in China, and the Board is making every effort 
to secure re-enti'y permits for those now on furleugh, 


Similar optimism was expressed in regard to future missionary wrk in 
Korea. 
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According to the same statement, the Presbyterian Church has now 
1,100 overseas missionaries and is recruiting additicnal personnel. to be sent 
abroad as soon as volunteers can be commissioned. 


The Boara also sent a letter to all Presbyterian missionaries over- 
seas calling for "new spiritual undertakings, a cleansing and strengthening of 
Christian forces". 


Besides the transfer| to the indigenous Church of responsibilities at 
present born by missionaries, the following programme was proposed for mission— 
aries? 


A new emphasis on the teaching of Christian truth with clarity and 
Simplicity, particularly of truths found in Christianity alone; stress on pro 
jects now in operation which demonstrate that Christianity is unsurpassed as a 
means of solving economic and social problems, and which minister especially 
to the poor and underprivileged; a study of Commumism end the Christian approach 
to it; a thorough study of the immediate world situation; preparation for 


possible emergencies, B,.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES A Wessage for World Order Day 


Sunday, October 22, a "World Order Day‘i will be observed by the Churches 
in Amvica, The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America has issued 
a Message from which we quote: 


"On this World Order Day, peace hangs in the balance... As the tensions 
and perils of conflict, mount we bear witness to our faith in God who is the 
Sovereign Lord of history. In Him we find deliverance from the fear and anxiet— 
ies which weigh down the hearts of men, 


"The crisis of our times is derived fiom disobedience to God and dis-— 
ro ard of His righteous laws, All nations share in this turning away from the 
divine principles of love, justice and fratermity... All. nations stand in need 
of God's redemption, 


"In their observance of World Order Day the Churches of Christ ‘in 
America see in the aggressive imperialism of the police state the most virulent 
form of man's discbedience to God, Communist leaders, in seeking world domina- 
tion, appear ready to risk the catastrophe of another general way to achieve 
their ends... If world order is to be established the mind set of the nations 
must be brought into conformity with the moral Jaw and the conduct of the nations 
into harmony with the princip].es embodied in the Charter of the United Nations. .." 


Sumarising the achievements of the U.N.0. = establishment of the United 
States of Indcnesiia; armistice between Israel and Arab neighbours; mediation bet- 
ween India and Pakistan: groundwork for independent government in litbza and 
Somaliland; help in lifting Berlin blockade - the Message goes on: 


"in Korea, the United Nations was confronted with the severest challenge 
to its authority and vsefulness.-. At this moment in history the United Nations 
offers promise that mankind, if it has the wil]. to do so, can repel aggression 
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and advance the cause of peace and justice through the cooperative endeavour of 
the world community... 


"In other areas the United Nations has achieved results which occasion 
deep thanksgiving throughout the Churches. It has formulated amd approved a 
Universal. Declaration of Human Rights. It has negotiated nd submitted to member 
states for their ratification a Convention on the Crime and Punishment of Geno- 
cide, It has launched a programme of technical assistance for the economic deve- 
lopment of heretofor neglected peoples, Within the limits.of its resources it 
has combatted poverty, disease and ignorance, those ancient allies of var and 
tyranny. It has ministered to refugees and displaced persons. It has sought to 
advance the political, social, and economic welfare of millions of inhabitants 
in Trust Territories. It has fed and clothed orphaned children on both sides 
of the Iron Curtain. 


"In thus hailing the positive achievements of the United Nations we 
do not close our eyes to the’ fact that many pressing issues are still unresolved, 
We do not accept as final the current impasse in the effort to place the atomic 
bomb and other weapons of mass destruction under strict int-wnational control. 
Unless a way van be found to bring all military establishments under the disci- 
pline of law in the namé"for the sake of the wrld community, it is difficult to 
see how the peace envisased in the Charter can be permanently achieved. 


"Events in Korea and elsewhere have led the United Nations to look to 
its military defences. At sucha time it is important for our people to see 
clearly the prior need of spiritual and moral defences... The supreme need of this 
hour is for spiritual regeneration on a global scale, In Christ's Gospel. there 
is a sufficient answer to the pretensions of Communisn... 


"Let the voice of our nation be the voice of freedom for the down-trodden, 
of justice for the impoverished, of release for the oppressed. Let this voice 
be proclaimed in our own and othe lands, 


"As Christians we are not committed to things as they are but to things 
as, in the sight of God, they should be. The Churches of Christ in America do 


not believe that another world war is inevitable..." E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Archbishops urge United Nations 


Sunday Pravers for Peace 


The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued a statement calling 
upon Church and nation to make real use of Sunday, October 29, as a day of united 
national prayer to Almighty God "not only for the United Nations... but for nations 
and peoples in this day of visitation, for the preservation of mankind from the 
horrors oi another war, for the things which belong to our peace", The statement 
recalls the heavy sacrifices required of ali for measures of rearmament in pro— 
tection of freedom against possible aggression and adds: "We must not for a moment 
allow ourselves to regard war as inevitable, but the fear of it broods over the 
face of the earth, Christians know that war and all that leads to it are con- 
trary to the will of their Lord." E.P,S. Geneva 


a 
:. 
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GREAT PRI AIN Congregational. Churches and the Crisis 


A statement on the present international sit ustion has been issued by 
the leaders of the Congregational Union of England and Wales. It is Signed by 
the Rev, H.F. Lovell Cocks, and the Rev, leslie E. Cooke, chairman and secretary 
of the Unien, and cthors, 


"All citizens", the statement says, "are greatly disturbed by the present 
world situation and view with misgiving and horror even the bare possibility of 
a third world war. Part of that misgiving and dread is due to the feeling that 
the Churches themselves are standing helplessly by and doing nothing to stem 
what, atthe political level, seems a drift to war, This is not the CASE. oe 


"The interest in peace of the millions who make up the non=Roman Commun~ 
ions is focussed in the Churches' Commission on International Affairs, and that 
body is a joint commission of the World Council cf Churches and the International 
Missionary Council, The Commission is in the closest possible touch with affairs, 
and is able to make representations at the highest political level both at home 
and abroad... 


"Beyond that direct concern, however, there are three things to which 
all Christians are called, We needs must pray; we needs must bear our witness 
to the faith that is in us; we must keep our Christian judgment; and the prayer, 
the witness and the judgment rest upon the same unshakable foundation of faith, 
To be a Christian is to be sure thatsince this irs God's world, He is the Lord of 
history; that the victory of God's redeeming love is certain... 


"We cannot do better than recall and commend the prayer recently sent 
out by the Executive of the Woid Council of Churches fron Toronto: 


"'0 God, ever blesse?, whose will it is that all Thy children should 
Live together in peace and amity, look down in mercy, we entreat Thee, upon those 
in the Far East on whom have now fallen the misery and distress of war. Fortify 
those who are in danger, comfort the anxious, watch over all broken and divided 
homes, and minister to the wounded and dying. Save us all, O God; from those 
national sins which most justly expose us to Thy mighty judgments, 


"'So curb the unruly passions now disturbing us that all strife shall 
quickly cease. Out of these conflicts may there come a new unity and out of 
these sufferings a new spirit of goodwill, until all pesples are gathered to- 
gether under the banner of the Prince of Peace, to Whom, with Thee, and with the 
Holy Ghost, one God, be everlasting glory and dominicn, world without end, Ament," 

E.P.S. Geneva 
SOUTH-WEST AFRICA British Churches! Resolu- 


tion on International Status 


The International Departnent cf the British Council of Churches has for- 
warded a resolution te the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs assuring the 
British Government that it (the Council) “would welcome a decision by the Union 
of South Africa to observe and apply the findings of the Intemational Court of 
Justice” in regard to South-West Africa, The resolution wacalls toat as regards 
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questions referred by the Genera’. Assembly of United Nations to that court, 46 
Advisory Opinion stated that South-West Africa is a territory still under the 
international mandate conferred upon the British Crown te be exercised on its 
behalf by the Government of the Union of South Africa. "While the U.N. Charter 
does not impose a legal obligation under the Trusteeship System, th Assembly is 
legally qualified to exercise supervision... the inhabitants of the territory 
have acquired the right of petition.,. to the Assembly”, 


The Union of South Africa acting alone has not the competence to modify 
the international status of the territory, and the Union, the Advisory Opinion 
had also pointed owt, is under an obligation to accept the compulsory jurisdiction 
of the International Court, B.P.S, Geneva 


GERMANY Dr. Niemdller's Letter to Federal Chancellor 

Dr. Martin Niemdller has sent a personal ietter to Dr. Adenauer, the 
Gorman Federal Chancellor, urging him to hold a plebiscite and thereby bnalis the 
German people to decide whether the remilitarisation of Germany should be carried 
out. 


"The danger of war is not determined by the factors which are served up 
in the Press in order to increase fear in the East and in the West and thereby 
to make the German public more willing to be plimged into a new armament adventure", 
writes Dr, Niemdller, 


"The Evangelical Church in Germany'shas made it clear that it cannot 
speak in favour of remilitarisation, whether in the East or in the Vest," declares 
Dr. Niemodller, adding:= "Moreover Evangelical Christians will oppose remilitari- 
sation of any kind and base their stand on the right accorded to them in the 
Federal Constitution", 


Similar opinions have been expressed by a number cf other reprasentatives 
of the "Confessing Church's" Fraternal Council, E.P.S. Geneva 


FRANCE Russian Cathedral Restored 


(Paris) = After an entire summer's work of repair and renovation, the 
Cathedral of Saint Alexander Nevsky (12, rue Daru, Paris) has been solemnly re- 
opened. For the first time in years, the original elaborate and colouytul deco= 
rations, hidden by the accumulated dust of decades, are again visible in their 
pristine beauty. The frescoes and wall paintings once more tell their story of 
the Good News. With its newly restored beauty and its remarkably fine choir, 
the Cathedral is attracting crowds of non~Orthodox visitors, 


A special feature of the extensive and costly renovation was the par- 
ticipation in the effort cf practically the entire Russian colony of Paris. There 
was a generous response to the Metropolitan's appeal for funds. In additicn, 
engineers and architect did the workat cost price. So did the contractor, even adding, 
his gift, the entire renovation of the altar, A group of skilled Russian workmen 
gave up their entire summer vacation to labour, free of charge, on the construction 
work» E.P.5. Gsneva 
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NORWAY Bishop Berggrav's Resignation 


On the express advise of his doctor Bishop Eivind Berggrav has re- 
Signed from his office as Bishep of Oslo and Primate of the Lutheran Church 
of Norway. 


It is hoped that he will be able to continue his ecumenical work. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


ae 


The Situation of Czech Brethren 


A report of the Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren, 
held early this year (see EPS No. 10), is quoted by the Rev. Robert Smith, late 
of Prague, in an article in "Life and Work", the Record of the Church of Sca- 
land (October 1950): 


" %In spite of all that has happened and all the changes that have taken 
place, our Czech Protestant people could gatha freely to hear the Word of God 
and learn the ways of God, If some of our,churches were not so full as they 
might have been, we have nobody to blame but ourselves, the hearers or the 
Preachers, But where there is a real desire to hear the Word of God, and where 
there are faithful and conscientious ministers, the churches are full, some- 
times overcrowded", the report says. 


" Professor J,L. Hromadka, in the course of a discussion on the Mission 
of the Church at the present time, pointed out that the Church of Christ has 
not only the task of gathering the people to hear the Word of God, but also of 
criticising everything that is evil and unjust. 'To do that in a way that will 
be understood, with complete frankness and honesty, is very difficult to-day.' 
‘Our contemporary situation is so difficult, that it is not enough to return 
to the Reformation; we must return to the beginnings of the Church, to the 
apostolic times." ‘The situation is constantly changing, and we must constantly 
be coming to terms with events. We don't know exactly what will happen to- 
morrow, and on every side the established order is perishing, is being corrupted 
by human sin, and must make way for something new.* 


"There are some new developments in recent years, An organisation for 
promoting work among women, started two years ago, is now officially recognised. 
A movement for the training of laymen which began with a course of lectures at 
the Prague Theclogical Faculty has met with remarkable response, and is being 
extended to country districts. There are signs of a new interest in missionary 
work, and plans are being made for the training of missionaries for South East 
Asia. The new political situation has brought the Czech Church into closer 
contact with Hungarian Protestantism; and the Hus Theological Faculty (now 
transformed into Hus Faculty and Comenius Faculty) seeks to become a centre of 


theological study in the Slavonic lands." E.P.S. Geneva 
U.5.S.R. | The Patriarch!s Warning 


The Patriarch Alexcij,. head of the Russian Orthodox Church has drawn 
the attention of the new Bishop of Tallinn (Esthonia) to “two phenomen in Church 
life which are distressing bishops and doing notable damage to the Churchi, A 
report of his speech on the occasion of the bishop's ordination published in No. 
5 of the Journal of the Patriarchate, 1950. 
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The Patriarch alluded to “the tendency of numerous laity to assume 
power which does not belong to then in the Church" and to “efforts of indi- 
viduals to set therselves up, quite umnrequested, as judges of their ovm pastoral 
shepherds", The bishop, "who cannot tolerate such monstrosities in the Church", 
declares the Patriarch, "has the duty to expel from the Temple these crafty 
elements which have transferred their intrigues to the reain of the Church 
because they could not satisfy their vanity in tho sphere of the State". 

E.P.S.Geneva 


Week of Prayer and World Fellowship 1950 


This year the "Week of Prayer and World Fellowship", to which the call 
is issued jointly by the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., is being held from November 13- 
19, and is based on the Lord's Prayer, Over 110,000 copies of the prayer & af- 
let have been published in English, French, Spanish and German, and may be 
obtained from the headquarters of both organisations at 37 Guai Wilson, Geneva. 


; On the cover of the pamphlet is a picture by an African child ~ Jesus, 
Who has come to reveal the Father. The basic theme of this Week of Prayer is 


Jesus' parting commission to His apostles, calling upon them to share in preach- 


ing His message, which can transform the world. 


A message is included in the pamphlet signed by Lilace Reid Barnes, 
President of the World's Y.W.C.A., and by J. Forrester—Paton, President of the 
World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.'s. It reads as follows: 


. 'Tosday, we members of two world-wide Christian movements look back 
over nearly a hundred years in which we have tried to live out the implications 
of the Fatherhood of God in our work for ‘the bretherhood of man", Now in this 
troubled and divided world we, God's children in every land, can be united in 

spirit as we pray: ‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth’ ." £B,°.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Racial Barriers Falling 
A report presented to the National. Baptist Convention, by the Social 
Service Commission of the Negro Churches, at its annual congress in Philadel- 
phia on September 11, says: "Racial barriers are falling in America, especially 
im the South; the walls of injustice and inequality are crumbling daily before 
our eyes. Do not listen to the soap~box orators in Harlem. Go to Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Durham, Jacksonville, Memphis, Houston or Dallas, or any village 
in between, and you will see how the barriers are breaking down." 


The Executive Secretary of the Baptist Union of Philadelphia and Vicinity 
explained that this association, which for years had been an organ for white 
congregations only, has discarded all racial identities in its literature and 
activities, and welcomes a larger fellowship with Negro Baptists.E.P.S. Geneva 


Consecration of three new Bishops by the Ecunenical Patriarch 


Relig ous News Service (New York) reports that the Boumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople will shortly consecrate three new Bishops. Thé Dean of the 
Greek-Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation in Boston, the Rev. James Coucouzis, 
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is to be appointed Metropolitan of the titular See of Miletus anc at the same 
time is to be placed in charge of the historical Theological Seminary on the 
island Halki. 


The Prior of the Church of St. Demetrios in New York, the Rev. Athena— 
goras Kokkinakis, is becoming Bishop of San Francisco and the .J--stern United 
States, 


The Rector of the Greek-Orthodox Seminary in Brookline, Masse, the Rev, 
Ezakiat-Tsoukalas, is becoming Bishop of the Diocese of Boston and New England 
and Titular Bishop of Naziazos. 5.P.S. Geneva 


Autumn Issues of Ecumenical Periodicals 


With its autumn October 1950 issue "The Ecumenical Review" begins its 
third year. Particular attention is given to younger developments in ecumenicity. 
The main articles are:- "The Ecumenical Trend in American Protestantism", by 
Charles Clayton Morrison; "Crisis in Tropical Africa", by Bishop Stephen Neill; 
"The Ecumenical. Movement in Egypt", by S.A. Morrison; “A Younger Church in 
America" (an account of the United Church, Los Alamos, New Mexico), by Abram W. 
Sangrey; and "The Church and its Youth in Iran", by H.B. Dehqani-Tafti. 


The Ecumenical Chronicle surveys different facets of the Oikumene's 
present strivings:— the statement on "The Ecclesiological Significance of the 
World Council of Churches", commended for study to the Churches by the Central 
Committee in July 1950 at Toronto and —— with comments on this subject -- the 
Gencral Secretary's report; the statement concerning the theme of the Second 
Assembly of the World Council. likewise adopted; the Toronto statement on "The 
Korean Situation and World Order"; and a longer interpretation, following the 
conference on this theme at the Ecumenical Institute, on "The Church and Inter- 
national Law", Book reviews of latest publications of ecumenical interest from 
different countries complete this issue, 


The October 1950 issue of "The International Review of ilissions" reflects 


ee 


East and West", by M.A.C. Warren; "Christian Vocation and the Missionary Call", 
by Charles Long; "Missions and Human Need", by I.W. Moomaw; "The Training of 
Christian Church Leaders in India", by V. Jothipakiam; "A New Voice for the 
South Pacific", by C.F.Gribble; "Whitby 1950", by the editor, Norman Goodall; 
and "The Churches of the United States Form a National Christian Council", by 
ynn ©. Fairfield. Books on many aspects of the missionary task are reviewed 
here and supplementary information on diverse developments in the mission field 
serve also to make this issue particularly noteworthy for readers alert to the 
ecumenical significance of the changing scene, HeP.S. Geneva 
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and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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GERMANY international Refugee Service Staff Meets 


(KOnigsfeld);:- Nearly ninety members of the international staff of 
the Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches met together at Kdnigs~ 
feld, in the Black Forest (Germany), from October 10.12. It was the first meet- 
ing of its kind since the merger of the refugee service operations of the World 
Council of Churches and Church jorld Service last July first. 


Purpose of the conference was to provide staff members with a closer 
sense of perspective working within the framework of the ecumenical movement. 
Workers of eleven nationalities who are now engaged in WCC refugee services in 
Austria, Germany and Italy were present at sessions held in the Brtidergemeine 
of the Moravian Church in Baden. 


Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and Dr R.C.Mackie, director of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, spoke on activities of the "Oikumene" throughout the world 
and matters of policy involved in refugee service work, respectively. 


Dr Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of field operations for the Service 
to Refugees, introduced discussion regarding documentation, processing and over- 
seas resettlement of ethnic German "Volksdeutsche" refugees, announcing that the 
World Council had set up a joint office in Stuttgart with the Lutheran World 
Federation and the German Evangelical Church. In addition to its office in 
Munich it has also an office in Stuttgart. Dr Chandler said about 1,300 Volks- 
deutsche assurances had already been processed. 


Miss Ruth Dowing, director of resettlement activities, reported that 
by October lst, the combined CWS/iICC Displaced Persons operation held a cumulative 
total of 24,354 assurances covering 47,362 individual homeless refugees. Of this 
number, Miss Downing said more than 20,000 hed already reached new homes overseas 
in the United States and other countries, and that 25,274 were now being pro~ 
cessed for resettlement. 
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An additional 10,400 assurances have been received at the WCC's 
Munich office, Miss Downing added, saying that the WCC staff hopes to complete 
processing of these cases by January 1, 1971. 


The ev. Raymond Maxwell, director of the t/CC's "Local Establishment" 
prograume, anounced that the WCC had worked out a joint programme for the perma~ 
nent care of non-resettleable displaced persons jointly with the Lutheran World 
Federation and the German #vangelical Church, Mr. Maxwell indicated that the 
probiem of such DP's who will remain in Germany is now nearing a solution, 


Nationalities of staff workers attending the sessions included 
American, Belgian, British, Danish, Dutch, French, Hungarian, Italian, Scotch, 
Swedish and Swiss, who together with German and refugee staff members bring the 
total number of workers under the direction of Dr Chandler to more than 400 in- 
dividuals. 5.P.E. Geneva 


Archbishop Germanos Metropolitan of Thyateira, on the 


World Council of Churches 
"The Orthodox Observer" (New York), periodical of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in the United States, published recently an interview with Archbishop 
Germanos, Metropolitan of Thyateira, one of the six Presidents of the World Com- 
cil of Churches, in which he gave his opinion on the World Council of Churches 
to his interviewer, the recently appointed Bishop of the Greek Orthodox diocese 
of San Francisco, Fr. Kokkinakis. 


To the question: Why did not the Holy Synod of tle Church of Greece 
send a representative to the meeting in Toronto of the World Cowmcil of Churches? 
Archbishop Germanos answered: "According to the statements mad? last year at 
the meeting at Chichester, of the Central Committee, by Professor Alivisatos, re- 
presenting the Church of Greece, the Holy Synod at first had accepted his as their 
representative, but at the same time decided that it would proceed to a definite 
decision and statement in September 1949... Professor Alivisatos hopes that the 
Holy Synod will shortly come to a definite decision on this issue, and that at 
the coming meeting of the Central and Executive Committees regularly chosen re- 
presentatives of the Church of Greece will be present. This hope I expressed in 
my broadcast from Toronto directed to the Greek people on Sunday, July 16", 


How do you judge the World Council of Churches from m Orthodox point 
of view? - "Whoever is acquainted with the history of the World Council of 
Churches and the role which it plays in facilitating the common work of all the 
Churches cannot doubt the value of this Council. The broad character which the 
Amsterdam meeting gave to the World Council was considered by some as putting the 
Churches historically founded and established from the beginning on the level of 
the Protestant denominations, The Orthodox Church has always had, and has, the 
courage to set forth not only her practical, but her dogmatic positions, and to 
bear its witness whenever there appear efforts to formulate principles opposed 
tq the Orthodox dogmatic conviction, Nothing is to be feared from this coopera-- 
tion. Many indeed are its advantages, not the least of which is the setting 
forth of the Orthodox position before the Protestant world, and its coming in 
time to the fullest understanding of the spirit of Orthodoxy". EeP.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES eee ot Eee oo ceed ob etos JUOvermeny 


The Biennial Meeting of the United Lutheran Church, meeting at Des 
Moines, Iowa, received a report on "A Christian Outlook on a Troubled World", 
from which we quote the following; 


"Upon the Government of the United States, by virtue of its present 
power and its tradition of freedom, rests an inescapable responsibility to lead 
the way in reversing the mad trend toward a third world war, While the tasks to 
be performed are innumerable and far-flung, we believe that at this moment our 
Government should: 


"1. Anticipating the possible recurrence elsewhere of what happened 
in Korea, support in the United Nations every measure which will serve to deter 
further aggression, as for example, the operation of a network of international 
observer commissionsto be located at every potential danger spot throughout the 
world. 


"2, While making clear its reluctant but sufficient readiness to meet 
military aggression, demonstrate even greater readiness to cooperate in creating 
a world setting in which conflicting ideologies may compete peacefully; and, 
meanwhile, to guard against incidents which could precipitate fighting on a world 
scale, 


"3. In opposing the enemies of freedom, guard against the use of total- 
itarian methods which are condemned in others, set an example of true democracy 
in domestic practice, and speed the completion of an adequate International 
Covenant on Human Rights. 


"4, Recognising that Soviet Communism finds an open door in areas of 
economic deficiency, press forward with a programme for the economic development 
of those countries where such assistance is needed", E.P.S. Geneva 


Calls for Conciliation in Korea 
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Canada;~ The General Council of the United Church of Canada urged 
the Canadian Minister of external affairs "to take his share of the initiative 
required to organise such United Nations committee or committees as may be ne- 
cessary to begin now the work of conciliation in the Korea situation in order to 


establish a just peace at the earliest possible time". 


It was recommended "that on such committee or committees the major re- 
presentation be of persons from the countries of Asia’, 


Great _Britain:;~ The Society of Friends sent the following "Message 
for sufferings s" to the Priwe Minister and the Fox reign Secretary: "The religious 
Society of Friends is seriously concerned with the present situation in Korea, 
which may either lead to the spread of destructive hostilities or prove the opport- 


unity for an immediate approach to pease, 
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"Wie appeal to H.il, Government to use its good offices to obtain an 
immediate cease-fire in Korea so that negotiations for a peaceful settlement may 
begin as soon as possible. We believe it to be essential that action by the 
United Nations should be lifted above the sphere of military power. 


"We welcome the decision of the U.N.O. General Assembly that a Commis- 
sion shall be established to bring relief and rehabilitation to devastated Korea, 
realising that it is by acts of good will that a peaceable spirit may prevail", 

E.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN The British Missionary Societies to the N.C.C.of China 


At its meeting on October 6, the Far East Committee of the Conference 
of British Missionary Societies sent the following message to the National 
Christian Council of China; 


"The Conference of British Missionary Societies sends Christian greet— 
ings to members of the National Christian Council in the People's Republic of 
China meeting in Shanghai. We rejoice in the continued opportunities open to the 
Churches and Christian bodies you represent of proclaiming in word and deed the 
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


"We rejoice in the evidence we have had of your determination to serve 
the Chinese people, for Christ's sake, amidst the many changes which are taking 
place at home and abroad, and to promote the spiritual and material welfare of 
your people. We assure you of our prayers and our willingness to cooperate with © 
your endeavours as much as we can in whatever ways you consider desirable. We 
pray for the blessing of Almighty God upon all your deliberations". EPS. Geneva 


CHINA Students Witness in Universities 


An encouraging account of the way Christian students are witnessing 
in the twelve universities of China is given in letters from Chinese and western 
students, from which information is quoted by the quarterly bulletin, "China 
Colleges", published in New York. 


4 correspondent writes of Yenching University: "Our students are 
very busy writing and conferring on materialism versus Christianity and are 
answering the attacks and questions in a very wonderful and successful way. Many 
students are courageous to the nth degree and are proving themselves worthy of 
their profession. We have nothing to fear with such people leading the Christian 
movement... It is true that our religion is sorely tested, but many of us... do 
not have the least impression that we are only biding time", 


"Last week Student Associations of five universities sent their re~ 
presentatives to a meeting for several days in the city", says a report from 
West China, "Our Theological College sent three representatives. The other 
students scoffed, 'Why do you attend an insti tution that spreads superstition? '! 
(uick came the reply; "Do you ever go to church? iNo', they said. ‘Have you 
read the Bible?! ‘No'. ‘Do you know anything Bibb Jesus? t 'No', 'Then Shut 
up'. And they did..." 
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Information from several other universities also mentions that re- 
ligious life has been stimulated by the crisis and that Christian students are 
witnessing in meetings with other students, meeting ridicule with argument. 

E.P.5. Geneva 


KOREA Bible House Badly Hit 


We are informed from Seoul that the Bible House there, the head- 
quarters of the Korean Bible Society, has been completely wrecked in consequence 
of the military action taken against the city. All stocks were destroyed, with 
the exception of one manuscript of the bible in the new Hankul characters, Tle 
General Secretary of the Bible Society, the hev. Y.B. Im, escaped with his life. 
The Bible Societies of London and New York, which since the recont world war had 
been pinting the Scriptures in Korean in considerable quantities, are now send- 
ing all available stocks to Korea, The Japan Bible Society has just embarked on 
the publication of 40,000 copies of St. John's Gospel and 20,000 of St. Mark's 
in Korean, for the use of North Korean prisoners of war and refugees. 


The British and Foreign Bible Society is preparing to publish, in 


Japan, 20,000 Bibles and 10,000 New Testaments in Korean. E.P.S. Geneva 
GE RWANY Well known Church Leader in Eastern Zone 
Arrested 


The independent Berlin morning paper "Der Tagesspiegel" reports in 
its issue of October 15; 


‘We learn from Church sources that the Superintendent of the church 
district of Seelow, Dr Siegfried Kinghandt, who had been missing since the end 
of September, is under arrest. He is now in custody in Potsdam. Ringhandt is 
amember of the National Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church". 

E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES _ Towards a New "Crisis Strategy" in Mission Work 


At the meeting of the Far Eastern Joint Committee of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America held in New York in mid-September, the 
General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, the hev- Charles W. 
Ranson, described the future of mission work in Korea as one of "unprecedented 
opportunity". The Korean war might well bring about a new unity in the Churches, 
a unity which they had been in process of losing before the war. Dr Ranson 
therefore advocated the working-out and application of a "crisis strategy" for 
areas of upheaval, The test of this strategy would be whether or not it helped 
mission work and Churches to survive the interruptions of war, politics and re- 
volutions.« 


The essential requirements for such a strategy were first and fore- 
most a concentration on the primacy of the Gospel and the centrality of the 
Church, a high degree of mobility and initiative for people wrking in local 
situations, especially in countries dependent on aid from \lestern Churches, and 
greater church unity and cooperation. As regards the extenson of this strategy 
to other countries of the Far East, and not least to China, Dr hanson stated: 
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"Mission boards should explore the possibility of developing mission- 
aries among the Chinese themselves. It might even be that eventually we in the 
West shall only be able to maintain contact with the Churches in China through 


Asian representatives". E.P.S. Geneva 
INDONESIA Dutch Missionaries Leave Bali 


After serious deliberations and with the approval of the missions- 
direction and the Netherlands Bible Society, the four missionaries, working in 
the island of Bali in Indonesia have resolved to leave the island, 


The Balinese Church is growing, but the political situation is such 
that the presence of the Dutch missionaries may involve hindrances and dangers to 
that Church. In order to avoid troubles to the missionaries and prejudice to the 
future of the Balinese Church it has been thought expedient for the missionaries 
to withdraw. E.P.S. Geneva 


INDONESIA Appeal from the Church Authorities in Amboina 
An appeal from the church authorities in Amboina concerning the fight- 
ing in that area has been transmitted to the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs. The officers of the Commission have conferred with authorities 
at the United Nations, including representatives of the Indonesian government. 
B»Pede Geneva 


Gi RMANY Evangelicals Views on the Dogma of the 
ee rn a 9 A I 
Assumption 


In their capacity as members of an ecumenical group, five professors 
of the Evangelical theological faculty of Heidelberg, headed by Prof. E.Schlink, 
have drawn up a statement of their views on the proclamation as a dogma of the 
bodily assumption of the Virgin Mary, which was conveyed some time ago to a group 
of Roman Catholic theologians, and is now being published by the Christian Kaiser- 
Verlag in Munich, 


In the first part of the document it is pointed out that Holy Writ 
nowhere mentions the assumption of Mary. This is generally acknowledged. Since 
there is no pronoumcement on the subject in th New Testament Scriptures, it is 
not possible to "adduce Scriptural evidence in a!legorzical fastior!! from other 
Scripture passages. There is no evidence to be drawn even from the ecclesiastic- 
al tradition of the first five centuries; on the contrary, the silence of the 
Barly Fathers must be taken as evidence against the existence of any such in- 
herited belief. The statement rejects the attempt made "to replace, on the ques- 
tion of the Assumption, the evidence of eye-witnesses by theological conclusions". 
And it ends, "A Church which makes the belief in the bodily resurrection and 
ascension of Mary a dogma would be acting without apostolic sanction, and hence 
without Divine authority, and defining on its own authority what men must believe 
if they are to be saved... It would by its own authority be providing basic facts 
of salvation, whereas in reality it can only base itself upon such facts and bear 
further witness to them. It would be exalting itself above the Apostles". 
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The second part of the document deals with the logical consequences 
of this new doctrine as regards various fundamental teachings in the field of 
dogmatic theology. Examining the Church's doctrine of the "earthly mother of the 
eternal Son of God", it observes that "the Gospels show us the blessed mother (of 
Christ) as being also a woman troubled in her faith", "In this very way, she is 
a prototype of the believert'. Still more serious are the Christological conse- 
quences. The proclamation of Mary's ascension as a dogna is to be seen as "a con- 
Siderable step further in the direction which must finally lead to Mary's becom- 
ing liege lady and queen", and indeed mediator and co-saviour. Admittedly, Roman 
Catholic theology at this point seeks to safeguard itself by comprehensible 
distinctions, but there is no denying that the rank-and-file members of the 
Church would ge beyond them. The logical conclusion from the iivangelical doc- 
trine that Christ is "sole mediator between God and man" is that our faith is in- 
dissolubly bound up with that Christ, and depends on Him alone. "Belief is the 
assumption of Mary would no longer be the New Testament belief in the God who 
comes to meet us in Jesus Christ', Here we face "the danger of a slipping away 
from belief in Christ". 


in addition to the above objections, there is the fact that this 
dogma "could not be established other than by an authoritative rejection of the 
findings of scientific research recognised by. all", whereby "the whole principle 
of scientific theological work would be called in question", 


Instead of striving side by side with the other Churches "to reduce 
the amount of the differences (between them), the Church of Rome is, with its pro- 
Clamation of the Assumption, increasing them". “Amid the efforts for siwrch 
unity being made in our time’, the proclamation of this dogma must be understood 
as being "an emphatic negative from the Church of Rome", 


The united witness of Christendom in face of "our anti-Christian and 
a-Christian contemporaries! is also endangered. For the Evangelical Church could 
not defend the erection into a dogma of "a myth without any historical foundation", 


In conclusion, the statement points out that on the one hand ecumenic- 
al efforts for rapprochement are threatened by a "relativisation (Relativierung) 
of the question of truth", while on the other there is "the danger of self- 
righteousness" of some one confession. "May God, amid the oppression of Christ- 
endom today, show to all the Churches of tne Oikumeme the path that finds the way 
between these two dangers, the path followed by love in its great search towards 
that unity in the truth for which our Lord Jesus Christ prayed". E.P.S. Geneva 


SCUTH AFRICA New Appointment by World's WYCA 


Miss Carrie Meares, a member of the World's Young Women's Christian 
Association staff under idan an appointment to South Africa, arrived in Johannes- 
burg on October 15. 


Miss Meares has a varied experience of YWCA work in the USA, in the 
middlewest and southern States as well as on the national staff. During her first 
months in south Africa she will make contacts with existing YWCAs in Durban and 
Port Elizabeth, which are affiliated to the World's YWCA; she will work for the 
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extension of the YiWCA among non-European groups, and along with people in various 
parts of the Union sharing similar concerns to those of the YiCA, will seek to 
promote consultation and cooperation between groups of suropean and non-European 
women and girls and to create better wmderstanding between these and other 


Christian groups, E.P.S. Geneva 
GisiiwANY Church Representatives lesign from the 


| Berlin Broadcasting Station 
As the result of a message from the Chancellery of the Evangelical 
Church, the representatives of the Protestant and Homan Catholic Churches have 
ceased to cooperate in the morning services broadcast by Radio Berlin and 
Deutschland-Sender, 


The Protestant services have hitherto been broadcast by Provost 
Grtiber, General-Superintendent Braun et Dr Krummacher, in turn, The reason for 
their resignation is that, a short time ago, religious addresses were broadcast 
by two other pastors - leaders of the small group of "progressive" pastors who 


are making propaganda against the leaders of the Church. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN "Christianity in Books" Exhibition 


In view of the fact that no single bookshop can display more than a 
small proportion of the 1,200 books on religious subjects published annually in 
Britain, the religious book publishers group of the Publishers Association have 
held a "Christianity in Books" exhibition in London. The Bishop of London, Dr 
Wand, and Dr W.E. Sangster, President of the Methodist Conference, attended the 
opening and commended this exhibition, where more than 3,500 recently published 
works were displayed. EePeS. Geneva 


NUTE:- We apologize for an error of translation in EPS No, 37, page 268. 
Please read instead of World Bible Alliance "United Bible Societies". 
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Greek Church Pledges Full Participation 
in the World Council of Churches 


(Geneva): - A telegram received from Professor Alivisatos reports that the 
Holy Synod of the Church of Greece has confirmed its earlier decision to par- 
ticipate fully in the work of the World Council of Churches, Representatives 
of the Church of Greece — both clerical and lay - will therefore take part in 
the conferences and other activities organised by the World Council of Churches 
and its various departments. E.P.S. Geneva 


"The Biblical Doctrine of Law and Justice" 


The final report of an ecumenical study conference on "The Biblical Doctrine 
of Law and Justice't has now been published by the Study Department of the World 
Council of Churches in its "Information Bulletin A 2", The Conference, which 
was held in Treysa, Germany, in August 1950 (see EPS No. 31), was attended by 
30 delegates from eight countries and representing five denominations. The 
report shows that there was considerable ag eement among all present. This is 
the more remarkable as until recently some of the issues had been considered very 
controversial. Ameng others the obligation of the Church to make "at all times 
+e» her voice heard in prophetic criticism of social injustice and of public 
policies which are contrary to the will of God" is strongly emphasised. 


The report also states that “it is impossible for the Church adequately to 
bear witness to the redemptive act of God... unless it makes also those prnnounce- 
ments on human justice which it is its duty to make". 


In another sectien of the report disagreements between the majority and the 
minority of the members are indicated, 


A booklet containing a full report of the proceedings of the Conference 
will be published shortly by the Study Department, Since the discussion on this 
subject is to be continued, the Department invites all who are interested in the 
subject to order the Information Bulletin or full report. E,P,5. Geneva 
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"Building for the Future" 
A New Booklet on the Ecumenical Movement 


"The World Council of Churches — Building for the Future", the new 36-page 
booklet expounding the purposes and activities of the ecumenical movement, opens 
with an appeal to the local reader on his contribution, traces the developments 
of various aspects of co-operation down to the present time and outlines ongoing 
tasks, with latest facts and|figures. Illustrated with 15 photographs ranging 
from Bangkok to Toronto and from a German rubble church to a youth camp in the 
U.S.A,, the brochure details in turn the tasks of or.anisation and of Faith and 
Order, Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Evanvelism, the Commission on 
Life and Work of Women in the Church, Study and Youth Departments, cumenical 
Institute, Information Services and Library, and the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs. The statement recommended by the Central Committee 
of the World Council to the Churches in regard to the main theme of the Second 
World Assembly at 4Svanston, Illinois, in 1953, is also included, 


Copies of this brochure may be obtained at 50 centimes (Swiss) each, from 
the World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, and from the World 


Council Offices in London and New York. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN British Churches! Refugee Appeal 


Plans for a nationwide appeal to be made in November on behalf of the 
refugees in Europe and the Middle East were laid before the British Council 
of Churches at its meeting in London October 19. 


The Bishop of Sheffield said that..."there are today over ten million re- 
fugees in Europe and the Middle East. The refugee legacy following tle war in 
Korea is at the moment incalculable. This poignant human tragedy has moved 
humanity deeply, and since the war voluntary relief societies and the Churches 
of the world have striven to alleviate the tale of mass suffering through world 
charity." 


The British Churches are playing a full part in this Christian relief. The 
Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service Department of the Brivish Council of Churches 
maintains its inter-denominational British team of refugee workers in Germany, 
Austria and Greece, 


The vouncil was asked to support a special "British Churches Refugee Appeal" 
to be made throughout the british Isles from Novemter 17 to December 4, 1950, to 
Maintain this gesture of practical Christian charity. It was announced that a 
broadcast in connection with the appeal will be made in the B.B.C. Home Programme 


at 8,25 p.m. on Sunday, November 26, E.P.S. Geneva 
GR-AT BRITAIN More Controversial Religious Broadcasting Urged 


Religious broadcasting should be more controversial, for the full scope of 
Christianity is only revealed when it is allowed to appear in conflict with 
rival views, states a report prepared by the British Council of Churches! commis— 
sion on broadcasting. Headed by the Bishop of Bristol, the commission, which 
includes, among laymen, Mr. Richard Grossman, M.P., and Mrs. Kathleen Bliss, D.D., 
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urged that radio speakers be encouraged to lay bare the essential issues of the 
crisis of our time.and not rest content with scoring points off their opponents. 
Thirteen million people listen to the B.B.C.'s religious broadcasts on Sunday 
(compared with only two to four million who go to shurch) but unless listenert: 
whose interest is aroused can be put in touch with the Church itself, the 
work of evangelism will be incomplete. 

The commission recommends that liaison officers be appointed to establish 
connections between listeners, the B.B,C, and the Church. The development of 


religious drama broadcasts is also recommended. E.P.S. Geneva 
KOREA Church News from Seoul 


That the situation in Seoul from the missionary standpoint is in some 
respects better and in othe respects worse than had been anticipated, is 
indicated in the first letter to be received by the Board of Foreign Iiissions 
of the Presbyte: ian Church in the United States of America since the occupation 


of Seoul by the United Nations forces. 


According to this letter missionaries will find some houses in Seoul 
livable. As to the Chosen Christian University (a Presbyterian institution, 
with an enrollment of 1,300 students before the war broke out and South Korea's 
largest university), it seems th:t the damage to the university buildings and 
property have not been as great as reported. 


The Korea Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference has een authorised 
by the Conference to form a strategy committee to carry out the following tasks: 
(1) establish contact with United Nations agencies; (2) prepare literature 
for the Church at large and for the development of a special literacy programme 
in Korea; (3) prepare special materials for soldiers of the United Nations 
forces in Korea, the materials to emphasise Christianity in relation to the 
cultural background of Korea; (4) arrange for a conference of Korean Christian 
students in America, and (5) assist Christians in Korea in forming a strategy 


for the future. E.P.5, Geneva 
FRANCE Orthodox Theological Academy 


(Paris}: — On Tuesday, October 10, the school year of Saint Sergius Academy 
in Paris was opened with a litany in the church, followed by a r ception. Among 
foreign guests were Canon P.£.T. Widdrington, Secretary of the Russian Clergy 
and Church Aid Fund, and the Rev. Douglas H. Curtis, Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council of Churches. 


A total of 41 students are registered this year. They represent the follow- 
ing nationalities: Finnish (1), German (3), Greek (3), Russian (5), Serbian 
(14), Swiss (1) and Syrian (4), This international student body requires that 
part of the lectures be given in French, with occasional extra assistance in 
German or Serbian. 


Great interest in the compound on Saint Sergius hill ... set down in a Paris 
working men's quarter, is centred just now in the first new building since the 
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Academy was founded twenty five years ago, It is the library and belfry whose 
cors truction was made possible by a special gift from the Prés:.ding Bishop's 
Fund of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. E.P.S. Geneva 


CHINA Christian Work not being Swept Away 


That Christian work is not being swept away in China was stressed by the 
Presbyterian Church in the U/5.A., in a statement to the General Council of the 
Church, at Philadelphia, September 25, 


According to the latest information possessed by the Board the situation 
in China is patchy, with some areas still hospitable to the presence and work 
of missionaries and other areas definitely antagonistic to their presence. To 
the oft-trumpeted accusation of the Communists that missionaries have been the 
tools of “Jestern imperialism the Chinese Church itself replies in an editorial 
in "The Church", bulletin of the Church of Christ in China, published in Shang~ 
hai, for July 1950: 


"Ye have heard this criticism in China ever since the anti-Christian move— 
ment of 1922. Why is Christianity in China accused of imperialistic connections 
and not Buddhism or Mohammedanism? 


"The answer is that Christianity entered China and took root during the 
19th century, which was marked by western imperialism and colonial expansion. 
Missions undeniably enjoyed special protection and privileges which were gained 
through force by their governments. Again, missionaries came largely from the 
strong western powers with higher economic standards and greater military prowess, 
The association of missions with imperialism has been unavoidable, 


"On the other hand many missionaries have opposed imperialistic and aggress- 
ive policies of their governments or have refused the benefit from the special 
protection or privileges granted to the nationals of their countries, A large 
number of missionaries, especially Protestant missionar es, long opposed extra- 
territorially and armed intervention of any kind in China, They have said that 
the good will and friendship of the Chinese people is their only protection. 

They have sought only to serve China. 


"Tt is true that missionaries in general now labour under a severe handi- 
cap. The suspicion that they are imperialistic agmts or spies of foreign 
countries has been revived. However, if they do their religious work faithfully, 
if they have no political aims or connections, if their life and work are open 
and above board, if they maintain a patient earnest loving attitude to their 
co-workers and to all the people, if they try to study sides of questions and 
to appreciate the best in the new situation, if they strive and pray for world 
peace and bri therhood and for the universal Christian fellowship above the 
interests of any nation or race, then they have no reason to fear. Such mission- 
aries can help to remove suspicions, and to establish a new and sure place for 
Christian missiors in the world." 


As to the matter of calling a halt on accepting support from abroad the 
same bulletin asserts that "Today western missionaries have given up practically 
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all administratiwe positions in schools, hospitals, church bodies, or national 
Christian organisations. ilissions grants are increasingly channelbd through 
Chinese treasurers of Chinese Church societies, institutions, or boards of 


directors." .P.S. Geneva 
GERI ANY Student Pastor's Meeting 


(Berlin): - From October 10-13 a conference of student pastors of the Evan- 
gelische Studentengemeinde in Deutschland was held in the Kirchliche Hochschule, 
Berlin—Zehlendorf, It included pastors from student congregations of both the 
Bast and ‘est Zone universities, Pastor Greifenstein of Erlangen was chairman 
of the meeting and Pastor Horst Bannach, General Secretary of the Studenten- 
gemeinde, was secretary. The main theme of the conference was missions and 
evangelism. 


It was apparent to one who had met with many of the same group a year and 
a half earlier that the constant political pressure under which the East Zone 
Christian community has been living has had its effects. On one side, thee 
are signs of a deepening of faith and spiritual life, a quiet perseverance in 
the face of difficulties; but on the other, a sense of discouragement in the 
face of apparently increasing hostility. 


In spite of the considerable problem of gathering a representative group 
of pastors from both the East and West Zones and the difficulty they have, liv- 
ing in completely different wrld of life and thought, to find common ground 
on which to carry on their discussions, this conference is a symbol of the 
determination of the Studentengemeinde to remain together as a single community 


in spite of all barriers, E.P.S,. Geneva 
Uso.5sR. A Lover of Peace 


On the occasicn of the second meeting held, in Moscow, by the Sovid Asso- 
ciation of Partisang of Peace, Metropolitan Nikolai Krutitsky, a member of the 
Permanent Committee of the World Congress of Partisans of Peace, a-scorded to a 
Tass representative an interview from which the Russian weekly "Les Derniéres 
Nouvelles," published in Paris, quotes as follows in its issue of October 20: 


"The Congress must reflect the ardent yearning for peace which fills the 
hearts of all those dwelling in the Soviet Union." Concerning the active part 
which the Orthodox Church was playing both in the U.S.S.R. and in Roumania, 
Bulgaria, Poland and Czechoslovakia in their fight for peace, licstropolitan 
Nikolai ended with the statement: "The Russian Orthodox Church, which preaches 
peace and love, condemns all aggression, as well as all interference by any 


State in the internal affairs of a country." B.P.S. Geneva 
ICZLAND Commemorative Stamp 


The Government of Iceland, whose population is preponderantly Evangelical, 
has decided to issue a commemorative stamp in honour df the Roman Catholic 
Bishop Jon Arason, who was beheaded by his opponents on November 7, 1950. The 
stamp will be up for sale on November 7, the 400th anniversary of his martyr- 
dom. E.P.S5. Geneva 


No. 40 — October 27, 1950 -6- 302 


CZECHOSLOVAK IA Salvation Army's Protest 


In answer to the Czech Government!s decree of June 17, 1950, ordaining the 
dissolution of The -alvation Army in the Czechzslovak Republic, General Albert 
Orsborn, in London, has issued a statement: 


"Having no direct communication with our officers in Czechoslovakia. I am 
naturally without detailed news, though we are aware that at least two of our 
faithful officers are imprisoned, that the rest have been forbidden to continue 
their work and our properties have been confiscated". 


- General Orsborn further declares: "I am aware that no word or deed of mine 
can prevent my comrade-Salvationists in Czechoslovakia from suffering the un- 
warranted restrictions imposed by this latest decree. I must, however, point 
out that by this order their government has brought to an untimely end the bene- 
ficent activities of a small but influential group of their owm countrymen who, 
for the past thirty-one years, have laboured solely to benefit their owm land 
and people." 


Stating that The Salvation Army wishes to serve all men in witnessing to 
Jesus Christ, General Orsborn continues: "In the name of Christ I record my 
pretest and call on Salvationists everywhere to protest against an order which 
forbids officers and soldiers to preach the Gospel. 


"Though our public work'in Czechoslovakia must cease for the time being 
The Salvation Army will not accept as final the authority of any secular 
Government to forbid spiritual work. Therefore we shall continue to think 
of our comrades in Czechoslovakia as Salvationists in spirit and purpose, and 
still regard them as a living part of the international body of The Salvation 
AYMY a oo 


"Commumicate with them we cannot, but pray for them we can — and shall! That 
is a power no secular authority can suppress, and I call upon all Salvationists 
everywhere to pray that their comrades may be upheld during this time of test- 
ing, and that the will of God may overrule the passions and prejudices of men," 

E.P.S. Geneva 


MADAGASCAR A New Lutheran Church 


A new Lutheran Church has been founded in Madagascar. On November 5 the 
first General Synod of the Lutheran Church of Madagascar is to meet in Dianarant— 
soa to decide upon its own constitution and make arrangements for the election 
of its administrative body. The Church has been given the name of "Malagasy 
Lutheran Church", 


The latest statistics show it as numbering 1,174 parishes, with a member— 
ship of 147,095 souls, divided into five districts each with its ow regional 
synod, 

The Malagasy Lutheran Church is the result of missionary activity on the 
part of the Norwegian Missionary Society, which started work there 80 years ago, 
and of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Board of Missions of the Lutheran 
Free Church, both in the U.S.A, E,P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY "Best to Have Real Sinners in Church" 


How deep the interest of the daily Press in Germany is today in Church 
news is clear from the following item, which appeared in the "Hamburger Freie 
Presse" of October 21-22, It concerns the Nordic-German Church Conventus, and 
is entitled "Best to Gave Real Sinners in Church", We reproduce the most import— 
ant sections of this report, 


"The third big meeting of the Nordic-Gsrman Church Conventus took place 
“n Hamburg from October 17-21.... 


"It dealt with the subject ‘Work, Profession and Vocation!, on which 
Professor Engelland and the Swedish Pastor Stoltz read reports, In addition, 
the question of historical materialism was discussed, Bishop Fjellbu, of 
Trondheim, contributed an interesting lecture on 'The Contact of the Church 
with People Today’, He emphasised in his concluding sentences that very fre- 
quently sermons did not touch real life and so to speak hovered among the raft- 
ers. The Church's task was not to be a community of the righteous, but to take 
to itself people in spiritual distress. 'I am always glad when my church is 
full of real sinners,' said the Bishop. and his words met with cordial agreement. 


"The Conventus is to visit Adelheide camp after the Hamburg meeting, and 
will devote particular attention to the refugee question. As the well-known 
Norwegian clergyman Pastor Bonnevie-Svendsen has informed us in a supplementary 
statement, efforts will be madé to start an exchange between adherents of the 


German and the Nordic Churches," E.P.S. Geneva 
GIRMANY Distinguished Visitors to Bonn 


Leading members of the Commission of the Churcshes for International Affairs, 
including Professor van Asbeck (Holland), Mr. Kenneth Grubb (Great Britain) and 
Professor Nolde (U.S.A.) , in the course of a tour in search of information 
through various countries of Europe visited Bonn, when they had conversations 
with representatives of the Governmmt, deputies of the different parties, and 
leading figures in ecclesiastical and economic life.. Théy then left for Berlin, 


in order to get in touch with influential quarters there, E.P,S, Geneva 
GERI.ANY The Church Must Remain the Church 


In five towns in Saxony, in the Lastern Zone, Bautzen, Dresden, Chemnitz, 
Leipzig and Zwickau, meetings of pastors have been held for members to work 
and discuss togethe, 


Dr. Rendtorff, professor of theology in the University of Kiel, spoke at 
each of them on "What is the significance of the popwiar mission for pastor and 
congregation?" He enphasised in particular that, in the ultimate analysis, it was 
not a question .of defending the tradition of the Church, or even the develop 
ment of its influence, There was nothing of all this in the New Testament, but 
all the more was it stressed there that men were to be called under the Lord- 
ship of God. The true popular mission aimed at a visible impingement «f the 
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Lordship of God upon this word, and its prayer was like that of the early 
Christians, "Thy Kingdom come," 


The Bishop of Saxony, Dr. Hugo Hahn, closed the meetings with an impressive 
exhortation to pastors never, amid all their trials and difficulties, to fail 
in silent meditation before God, as a source of real strength. With this as 
their basis, pastors would be able "to speak ewen with those who held differing 
views without violence and wrath." The principle underlying such conversations 


must of course be, "The Church must remain the Church", E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE Chaplains for Indo-China 


Pastor Mare Boegner, speaking as President of the Commission for Military 
Chaplaincy, has called once more "with all the vehemence at the Commission's 
command" upon the pastors of France for new chaplains for Indo-China, 


"Whatever the views which different pastors may hold concerning the policy 
followed in Indo-China, one fact remains: thee are Protestant officers and 
men there, and Protestant families, who need not only your constant intercession 
but the ministry of pastors who will agree to be sent out to the Far East as 
military chaplains...,. 


"We need chaplains who know German, because of the many legionaries of German 
origin; we need chaplains who are pastors to their very depths and whose one 
thought is to be at the side of Protestants ae there, as messengers of 


Jesus Christ." E.P.5S. Geneva 
ISRAEL "A Real Sporting Spirit" 


In the beginning of October, the Israeli gymnastic festival in connection 
with the Olympic Games was held in Jerusalem, in the stadium of the Y.M.C.A, 


The leaders of the Y,M.C,A, in Jerusalem subsequently received a letter 
of thanks from the organisers of the festival, in which it was stated, "The 
hospitality of the Y.M.C.A,. contributed much to the success of the events, 
which proved that a real sporting spirit surmounts all national and religious 


barriers." E.P.S. Geneva 
JAMAICA All—Island Evangelistic Campaign 


The Christian Council and the Churches in general are vigorously at work 
on ai All-Island Evangelistic Campaign, running from Whitsum 1950 to Whitsm 
1951. At the first stage each denomination isto work through its own Churches 
and organisations in each local area, and late there are to be intensive unified 
campaigns, lasting about a fortnight, in each of the larger towns, with teams 
of missionaries taking part. United crusades are to bring the Gospel message 
to every sphere of the Island's life, including factories, plantations, hospit- 
als, schools, clubs, cinemas, worker's settlements. E.P.S. Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 


1950 
November 4-12 World's Y.W.C.A. Executive Committee Nyborg/Denmark 
November 6-9 Fourth European Youth Planning Conference . Presinge 


November 9-13 Field Workers’ Retreat of Inter-Church Aid Dept, Le Chambon 
November 16-26 World's Y.W.C.A. Consultation for Leaders 


of Girls Work Vel je/Denmark 
November 28- Constituting Convention of National Council Cleveland 
December 1 of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
December 8 Executive Committee of the World Council of New York 
Churches! Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches 
1951 
January 3-8 Conference on the Responsibility of the Church 


towards Morally and Socially Abandoned Youth  Bossey 
January 20-23 Meeting of World's Student Christian Federation 


Officers France 
January 24-26 Ecumenical Consultation of World's Student 

Christian Federation France 
January 28- Council of European Student Christian Movements France 
February 1 
January 30- Executive Committee of the World Council of 
February 2 Churches Paris 
February 3-5 Executive Committee of the Commission on Faith 

and Order Paris 
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February 10-17 
February 23-28 


March 27- 
April 2 
April 
April 10-12 
April 

June 

June 12-15 


June 14-19 
June 24—29 


July 8-22 
July 16-26 


July 16-27 
August 4-11 


August 7-28 


August 14-18 
August 19-26 


September 25- 
October 9 


October 12-18 


Mid-October 


oe 298 


Conference on Palestine Refugees (WCC/IMC) Beirut 


Meeting of World Council of Churches! Commission 


for the Life and Work of Women in the Church Bossey 
Conference of Biologists and Theologians Bossey 
European Youth Leaders Conference (Youth 

Departmert of W.C.C.) Italy 


Annual Meeting of World Council's Conference 
of U.S. Member Churches Mid-West USA 


World's Student Christian Federation Consulta—~ Switzerland 
tion on Witness of the Student Christian Movement 


World's Student Christian Federation Bible 


Study Conference North America 


Standing Committee of the Council of the 


United Bible Societies Norway 
Conference for Men and Women in Industry 


Executive of World's Committee of Y.M.C.A. 


Bossey 


Ohio 
Conference of Latin America Union of 


Evangelical Youth 


Executive Committee Meeting of Lutheran 
World Federation 


Continental Conference of Laymen and Women (WCC) Bad Boll 


Meeting of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches 


Jerusalem 


near Gere va 


Course for Theological Students 


(Ecumenical Institute) Woudschoten 


Faith and Order Continuation Committee Switzerland 


Meeting of World's Student Christian Federation 


Executive Committee Europe 
Course for missionaries on Furlough Bossey 
Conference of Lawyers on the Problem of Law and 

the Professional Life of the Lawyer Bossey 
World's Young Women's Christian Association 

Council Meeting Beirut 


E.P.S. Geneva 


Oberlin College 


Rio de Janeiro 
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Inter-Cnurch Aid Consultation names Strategic Needs of European Churches 


(Geneva) :- Ecumenical assistance to "orphaned" refugee Christians; to 

_ Eastern European, Orthodox and Minority Churches; to Christian youth action; 
plus emergency-nature contributed supplies, and Health, Scholarship and Leader 
Ship Exchange programmes are among the most strategic needs of European Churches 
for the coming year, 


Main points within a total programme of Inter-Church Aid strategy were 
stressed by nearly 70 top-flight European and American churchmen present at a 
Special consultation in Geneva on October 25-27, in order to ensure that needy 
European Churches will receive adequate and necessary assistance in 1951, 


Brought together by the Department of Inter-Church Aid of the World 
Council of Churches, the Church leaders attending the three-day series of 
sessions gained for themselves and for the Churches they represénted an "extra- 
ordinary" perspective of the total needs of European Christians, 


The consulation was unique because it enabled European and American 
Churchmen from various backgrounds and areas of needs and opportunities to 
understand the total picture of Inter-—Church Aid in Europe, It also furnished 
representatives with a mutual exchange of information concerning strategic 
‘requirements of Continental Churches. 


By focussing the attention of Churches and national: committees of 
Churches cooperating with the World Council of Churches upen these main points, 
_Inter-Vhurch Aid leaders hope to make provision fa a coordinated programme 
of ecumenical aid which will meet all needs during the coming year, 


in a summary statement, the members of the consultation agreed that 
certain vital opportunities for assistance tovard European Churches exist, 
for which aid must be immediately provided on an "emergency" basis in order 
to strengthen the life of Huropean Churches, 


The desperate plight of some twelve million "orphaned" refugee Christ- 
ians is the key spiritual, social and economic problem facing the Churches of 
Western Europe, the consultation statement declared. Churches which are in 
a position to help must continue to place the tragic predicament of all home- 
less people (disph ced persons, neo-refugees, "Volksdeutsche" or expellees) in 
the forefront of their concern for Western Europe. 


Continuing, the consultation challenged the Churches to deal with the 
refugee problem primarily because refugees are in actuality ‘orphaned" Christ- 
ians who receive their initial identity as members of their Churches. As 
such, refugees need emergency assistance from brother-—Christians in sister-— 
Churches. 


The members of the consultation expressed their "further deep concern" 
over the emergency nature of the needs of Churches in Eastern European countries, 
particularly in East Germany, and urged ecumenical assistance, stating that the 
witness of those Churches must be supported in every way possible, 
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Hearing evidence of urgent needs for food and clothing, especially in 
East Germany, Greece, Yugoslavia and among groups of refugees, the members of 
the consuitation called upon the Churches to maintain an adequate programme of 
contributed supplies for these pressing emergency situations, One churchman 
declared that it would be "a major calamity" if clothing and food collections 
for Europe's needy were allowed to be discontinued at the present time. 


Maximum attention must likewise be given to the great physical needs 
of Orthodox Churches in Greece and Yugoslavia, the group said, welcoming the 
emphasis of the W.C.C,'s Central Committee that "a truly ecumenical attitude" 
is that which is "most graciously expressec when help is given to Churches of 
other communions," 


The members of the consultation agreed that now-Orthodox Churches should 
welcome the opportunity cf helping Orthodox Churches and communities, 


"Re joicing" in the success of the Conference of Protestant Churches in 
the Iatin Countries of Europe (Torre Pellice -- see EPS No. Sis the consulta- 
tion expressed its concern that Minority Churches in Roman Catholic or secularised 
environments should receive every possible aid, especially in the area of 
evangelism, 


Christian youth programmes in Europe, the meeting declared, have not 
always received the aid which they. have merited, and the delegates therefore 
urged that European youth leaders should continve to select and recommend 
youth projects within the frameworks of their national programmes for Inter— 
Church Aid. 


The consultation endorsed programmes for Health, Scholarships and Leader- 
ship Exchanges, as now carried on by the Department of Inter—Church Aid of the 
World Council of Churches, stressing the long-term importance of such action 
and their value in the Jife of the participating Churches, and asked that such 


programmes be maintained and more fully developed. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The British Council of Churches 


and the Stockholm Peace Appeal. 


At its Avtumn meeting, in London, t's British Council of Churches dis- 
cussed the question of its attendance to the Peace Congress which is to be 
held in Sheffield in November, and which is known as the Stockholm Peace Appeal. 
The Council agreed to issue the following statements: 


fil) The Sritish Council of Churches... is unabiie to accept the invitation 
(of the British Peace Committee) for reasons which it desires to state the 
more explicitly because it recognises that there will be those attending this 
Congress who will do so from a genuine devotion to peace. 


"2) The Council is convinced that the way to world peace, at this moment 
in world history, is through a repudiation of and resistance te aggression, an 
expanding justice and an increasing devotica tc common moral principles. Ths 
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Council would give its whole-hearted support to any genuine effort by men of 
different nations, parties’ and creeds on this basis. 


%3) The Council notes, however, that, while claiming to be champions 
of peace, the promoters of this Congress have no wrd of condemnation for the 
communist aggression launched against South Korea on June 25; and make no 
proposal for the ending of the deadlock by which Soviet opposition arrests the 
conclusion of outstanding peace treaties and prevents the peaceful settlement 
of the Korea conflict in conformity with the United Nations Charter, 


"4) The Council regards the banning of atomic weapons and similar weap- 
ons as essential to the preservation of contemporary civilisation, But confi- 
dence in the sincerity of any plan for banning depends on confidence in the 
sincerity of the Power that proposes the plan, Confidence is created by deeds 
— not by words, 


"5) The Council declines to take any part inthis Peace Movement because 
it is mainly an instrument of Cominform propaganda, and warns Christian people 
not to be deluded into giving it their support, however earnestly they may long 
for better international relations and however strong may be their loathing 


of war", E.P.S. Geneva 
MEXICO Latest Development in the Methodist Church 


Bishop Eleazar Guerra, of The liethodist Ghurch in Mexico (200 congrega— 
tions, 25,000 members), who was at the head of this Church for the past twelve 
years, was reelected to serve his fourth four-year term by the denomination's 
General Conference which met in Torreon, 


The General Conferer.ce voted to continue membership in the National 


Evangelical Council and in the World Council of Churches. E.P.S. Geneva 
INDIA Ordination of Dr. RB. lianikam 


Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Executive Secretary of the Christian Council of In- 
dia and Pakistan, was ordained into the ministry of the Tamil Jvangelical Luther- 
an Church at a special service held at All Saints Cathedral, Nagpur, on Sunday, 
October 22. The ordination service was conducted by the Rt. Rev. J. Sandegren, 
Bishop of Tranquebar, 


The ordination service was unique because of its ecumenical setting. 
Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist church leaders as well as representatives of the 
United Church of Northern India and of the Church of South India assisted in 
the ordination, 


The ordination of Dr. Manikam was in preparation for his undertaking wider 
responsibilities in the service of the Church. He has been invited by the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council to become their 
Joins Secretary for South Asia (see EPS No, 38). "This is the first time, "! 
writes the Christian Council of India and Pakistan, "that an appointment of this 
type has been made, and it is a tribute to the Indian Church that one of her 
members had been selected for such an important task," B.P.S. Geneva 
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INDIA Meeting of the Christian Coun- 
cil of India and Pakistan 


The Christian Council of India and Pakistan reports that the elevénth 
Triennial hieeting was convened at Nagpur on October 20, with the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
S.K., Mondol of Hyderabad, Dn., as the presiding officer. This is the’ first meet- 
ing of the Council since India and Pakistan gained their independence. 


More than a hundred delegates from all parts of India and Pakistan attend- 
ed the Council meeting. A fraternal delegate from Burma and visitors from 
Australia and Scotland also attended the mesting, aS well as a representative 
of the Foreign Missions Conference of North america, 


Congratulating the Council on its first Triennial Meeting since Independence 
the Deputy Prime Minister of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, sent his greetings 
and the following message: “India can never forget the breath of vision and spirit 
of nationalism which Christians as a community have exhibited in dealing with the 
country's political problems. It was a proud day in their history when a Christ- 
ian representative, the distinguished Vice-President of the Constituent Assembly, 
gave the iead to the sister communities in asking for hope and faith in the majo- 
rity community and pleading for the removal of reservations from the Constitution 
in favour of minorities. I hope md pray that the same spirit of mutual confidence 
and tolerance will guide the deliberations of your Conference." Many other 
messages of greeting were received from friends of the Council in India and abroad, 


The meeting of the Council voted regretfully to pa mit the formation of 
an autonomous Christian Council of West Pakistan. Delegates from West Pakistan 
had reported to the Triennial the political and financial difficulties which made 
Such a separation advisable. At the same time they voiced the deep Jesire of 
Christians in West Pakistan that the new Council should retain close contacts and 
exchange- fraternal delegates with the Christian Council of India and Pakistan, 
The Christian Council formally approved the formation of a new Provincial Council 
for the Delhi and Panjab areas. This is to be know as the North-West India 
Christian Council. 


The Christian Council voted to recommend to its member organisations that 
all Mission and Church property in India be vested in Trust Associations located 


in India, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES . American Lutherans Approve Three-llay lierger 


(Columbus) :—- The American Lutheran Church (A.L.C, = 115,000 members; 
result of merger in 1930 of ‘bwa, Buffalo and Ohio Synods) in Columbus, Ohio, 
at its biennial convention on October 12, approved the first step toward a 
proposed three-way merger with the Evangelical Lutheran Church (E.L.C. = 800,000 
members, formerly the Norwegian Lutheran Church in America) and the United Evang- 
elical Lutheran Church (V.E.L.C.= 45,000 members, formerly United Danish Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church). 


The other two bodies have already voted favourably on the step, which 
calls for the naming of nine representatives from each Church to form a Joint 
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Union Committee that will study the doctrinal statements and practices of the three 
groups and make recommendations to their 1952 conventions. 


Another unanimous action empowered the American Lutheran Church represen- 

tatives of the Committee to negotiate also on organic union with the two members 
of the American Lutheran Conference not involved in the three-way proposal. These 

two are the Augustana Lutheran Churchand the Lutheran Free Church. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES New Membership in the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


(Des Moines): - The United Lutheran Church in America (2,000,000 members), 
meeting in Des Moines on October 6, voted to assume full membership in the new 


National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERIIANY Visit of C.C.I.A. Leaders 


Baron van Asbeck, the Chairman of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, accompanied by lr. Kenneth Grubb and Dr. Frederick Nolde, also 
of the Commission, have gone to berlin, after first visiting Bonn (see EPS No. 40). 
They were received by Bishop Dibelius, of the Evangelical Church of Berlin, and 
Subsequently, accompanied by Pastor Grtiber, they called to see Dr, Kurt Schumacher, 
head of the Social Democrat Party, Prof. Walter Reuter, Burgomaster of Berlin, 
and Herr Otto Nuschke, Vice-President of the Democratic People's Republic (Eastern 


Zone). E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Ecumenical Study Committee Formed 


On October 24, in Frankfurt/Main, the constituvent meeting was held of the 
"German Ecumenical Study Committee" founded by the Working Association of Christ-— 
jan Churches in Germany. The well-known Lutheran theologian, Professor E. Schlink, 
was unanimously elected Chairman, while Professor W. Freytag, President of the 
German Evangelical Mission Council, was made Vice-Chairmenm. Pastor WJ, Menn, as 
Director of the Geman Ecumenical Cmtre, was chosen as Treasurer. 


The Committee took as its purpose the co-ordination in as effective a manner 
as possible of the scientific work of all the Churches in Germany affiliated to 
the “forld Council of Churches, with that of the World Council Study Department 
and the Commission on Faith and Order. 


Frofessor Karl Barth on the Rearming of Germany 


In reply to a query from the editor of the Berlin periodical "Unterwegs", 
Professor Karl Barth has explained why he considers the question of German rearma- 
ment avspecial one" and why he "along with Niemdller and Heinemann answers it in the 
negative." First of all, Barth states that if he were a responsible statesman in 
America or in England he "could not neglect to be intent likewise upon a military 
defence in the highest degree necessary." But "the Western resolution to defend 
itself against Eastern Communism must never have the character of fear." 


Barth goes on to establish in seven points why he disapproves of German 
participation in liestern defence. He points out that a war between East and West 
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in Germany must “of necessity have the character of a civil war, a struggle of 
German against German. After five years of opposition to militarism in Germany, 
‘there could not be a sudden call to the remilitarisation of the country » 


Barth is further of the opinion that "that very military equipping of 
Western Germany would mean a direct challenge to the Soviet Union and might 
mean the spark in the powder-magazine." In addition, it was just in the case 
of Germany that "the positive defence of Communism" must be taken with particular 
seriousness, the question being, "Has so much then been done in VJestern Germany 
for refugees from the East, for the unemployed, for the equalisation of burdens, 
for the provision of accommodation, for the repatriated prisoners of war, that 
we are safe from the peril of seeing the social situation there finally end. by 
attracting Communism, in spite of all the present distaste for it, as : damp 
attracts mushrooms?" 


Barth therefore advises the Germans to concentrate on this "immeasurably 
greater task", especially as the othe Europeans would "much rather never see 
the German soldier reappear", 


Finally, Barth states, in answer to the question whether in consequence 
of these things "another Kirchenkampf should be started within the Evangelical 
Church of Germany," that his friends h ould, "if they are sure in their con- 
Science before God, stand fast whatever betide. The case of tie good and necessary 
confession in the relation of Christian communion and civil community would have 


to be admitted," E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE General Assembly of French Protestants 


This Assembly, which meets every five years, was held on this o:casion 
at Nancy from October 21 to 23, with Pastor Etienne Meyer, inspector of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paris, in the chair, It adopted several resolu- 
tions: 


Indo-China: "The General Assembly of French Protestants, having besought God, in 
prayer, to give a spirit of wisdom, justice and peace to all those responsible 
for the government of the peoples and in the United Nations Organisation, and 
having called once more for the ardent intercession of the Church for all those 
who are struggling in pain and all those who are weeping in agony and bereavement, 
"desires to reaffirm that no conflict can receive a just solution 
only by means. ,; of force, and urgently asks the French Government to seek, 
without allowing itself to be affected by considerations of prestige or self- 
interest, a peaceful settlement of Indo-China conflict." 


Europe: "The Assembly, convinced that Christians must be in the vanguard of 
every effort for reconciliation among men and nations, welcornes the 
efforts being made to give the Evropean Union a real existence, 

"affirms all the governments of Europe to associate themselves, within 
the European Union, in accepting a limitation of their national sovereignty, and 
invites French Protestants everywhere to give up all national or class selfish- 
ness in order to share, in a spirit of prayer and service, in the building of 
Europe, " 
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Relations with t the Catholic Church: "The Assembly, having had« communicated to it 
the text of the resolution passed | on September 28, 195°, by the Conference of 
Protestant Churches in Latin Countries on the eavsti ond of the Churches of the 
Reformation with Roman Catholicism (see EPS No. 37), 
"concurs with this resolution, drawing to it the particular attention 
of the Churches, and asks them to conform with the principles therein stated," 
B:P.S. Geneva 


AUSTRIA | The Feest of the Reformation in 1950 


In his pastoral letter on the occasion of the feast of the Reformation 
in 1950, Bishop May of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Austria states concerning tle new dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in 
the Roman Catholic Church; 


"Tuther and the Reformation have impr inted upon our minds in unforgettable 
wise the sanctity of the first commandment, 'I am the Lord thy God, and thou 
shalt have none other God but me,! 


"But what is going on now in Rome seems to us to be an infringement of 
this commandment, Amid tremendous pomp the Pope is proclaiming the new dogma 
of the Assumption of Mary, which is to say her bodily ascension into heaven, 


"We Protestants likewise revere Mary, who was, as the Mother of the 
Saviour, honoured above all other women, and we see in her an image of humble 
faith. But the Scriptures confess, 'Neither is there salvation in any other, 
for there is none other name under hicaven given among men, whereby we must be’ 
saved! (Acts 4, xii). And that they confess of Christ alone, and not of Mary, 
Therefore we must speak forth plain and clear, saying, ‘What is being done today 
in the Catholic Church is contrary to the truth »£ the Gospel, The Catholic 
Church is exalting Mary to be co-Saviour by the side of Christ. It is dividing 
up God's grace in Christ. It is putting human creatures in the place which 
belongs to God and to Christ alone, giving to human creatures infallibility and 
powers of salvation, and demanding that i'ul11 acceptance be accorded to the 
Opinions of human creatures, of which the Bible knows nothing. In this way the 
Catholic Church is drewing apart from the basis of the Christian faith,.! 


"We Protestants hear of this with shame and sorrow, For in this time, 
when all Christians should be coming closer together, the Pope is widening the 
breach between the Roman Catholic Church and the other Christian Churches. For 
the sake of the Bible's truth and truth in general, we are obliged to reply 
with an emphatic No," E.P.S. Geneva 
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Refugee Relief in the Near East 


(New York): - To "avert a major disaster" among the 500,000 Arab re- 
fugees in the Near East this winter, the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs has appealed to the delegations at the United Nations General 
Assembly to continue relief activities in the Near “ast area until the refugee 
problem is resolved, 


In a letter to members of the Ad Hoc Political Committee of the U.N. 
General Assembly, dated October 31 and signed by Baron van Asbeck, President, 
Mir, K.G. Grubb, Chairman and Dr. 0.F. Nolde, Director of the C.C.I.A., and the 
Rev, Elfan Rees, Special Adviser to the C.C.I.A. and the World Council of 
Churches Service to Refugees, it was pointed out that despite the most strenupus 
efforts, the number of Neas? Saat refugees continues undiminished. 


Asking continuance of the relief work, "on a sound an guaranteed budget- 
ary basis", the letter protests against plans to abandon the international 
agency. "It is unthinkable that hundreds of thousands of innocent men, women 
and children shovld at this juncture be abandoned to the fate of continued 


misery and be deprived of any hope of the future," E.P,S5. Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Patriarch Hopes for More Religious Instruction 


Patriarch Vikentije, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Belgrade, 
expressed the hope that an early agreement with the Yugoslav Government might 
be reached in order to extend religious instruction to State secondary schools, 


According to "Religious News Service" (New York), Patriarch Vikentije 
said that religious instruction is now being given only in churches and primary 
schools in Yugoslavia. Enrollment in the courses, the Patriarch stated, would 
be subject to the written consent of parents, 
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Questioned on religious freedom in Yugoslavia, Patriarch Vikentije 
declared that "there always has been freedom of worship". The churches were 
"full as ever", For over a year there has been no recurrence of the inter- 
ference by rowdies with divine services, 


According to Patriarch Vikentije, about 60 Orthodox priests are serv— 


ing prison terms for “political offences". E.P.S, Geneva 
KOREA Y¥.M.C.A. Services for Var-~Sufferers 


The Korean. Y.M.C.As are organising a three-fold programme of relief 
for "war-sufferers" in Korea, it has been announced in Geneva by Dr. Tracy 
Strong, General Secretary of te Worldie Alliance of Y.M.C.A.'s. 


First aspect of the Y.M.C.A. programme is that of providing spiritual 
ministry services by means of mobile teams of Y.M.C.A. workers, in order to 
promote a spiritual revival movement among the people of Korea. Secondly, the 
Y.1i.C,.A. plans to establish 24 community centres for "war-sufferers" in camps 
in twelve Korean cities, Third element of the Y.M.C.A.'s activities will 
include a service to prisoners-cf-war, which will provide religious, recreation— 
al, eduzational and cultural facilities for former "“suemies", 


Dr. Strong has also made public a letter from Chun—bae Kim, Secretary 
of the Korea national committee of the Y.M.C.A., in which Chun wrote 49 his 
fellow Koreans: 

“The hot war between two worlds has changed our land of the fresh morn- 
ing into ruins. Our Korea is laid on the operation table and is the test case 
of world peace. For the first time in our history, Koreans are killing Koreans, 
even of the same family, for ideological reasons, 


M"A1 Koreans are war-sufferers. Thousands are war prisoners: in their 
homeland. All but three cities are destroyed. Orphans, widows, and homeless 
folks increase daily. To love one's enemies often means loving members of one's 
own family. 


"God calls us to face these difficulties. Negative attitudes of despair 
based on worldly wisdom and the limitations of human power must be overcome by 
trust in God and His miracles. We must relieve the suffering; heal the wounded; 
visit the sick; care for the orphans and widows; serve the war prisoners, whom 
Providence has destined to live in their own homeland, Korea, As Christians, 
we must strive for peace, reconciliation and a united Korea." £.P,5, Geneva 


JAPAN Five-Years Evangelistic Campaign 


In October 1949, an evangelistic campaign to cover a period of five 
years had been inaugurated in Japan (see EPS No. 46, 1949). A new visitation 
evangelism programme will be conducted from January 15 to ‘iarch 1, 1951. Follow— 
ing this programme, Dr. E. Stanley Jones, famous Methodist evan elist, has been 
invited by the Japanese to conduct a preaching mission, 
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The National Christian Council of Japan, sponsoring the evangelistic 
mission, has also requested Dr. H.H. McConnell, field secretary of the Depart— 
ment of Evangelism of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
to come to Japan for this campaign. 


The National Christian Council will set up eight centres in the islands. 
In the campaign itself the ministers, each accompanied by a layman, will make 
house-to-house calls. | 


"The growth of the laymen's movement", Dr. McConnell said, “offers 
_one of the most encouraging aspects of the Christian picture in Japan... It 
has developed into a national organisation with branches in 18 districts of 
the United Church of Christ. More than 2,000 laymen attended the national 
convention last April. Much stress has been placed on vocational evangelism 
and there is an organised movement for each Christian to seek to win those in 
his own vocation for Christ and the Church, The Layments Movement joined with 
the National Christian Council in planning the programme of the campaign." 


The Church of Christ in Japan was formed by the union of most of the 
Protestant communions and has 1,307 congregations and 133,057 members. The 
latest statistics on Christianity in Japan show there are 2,374 congregations 
and 324,734 members. They are primarily Protestant: 2,000 churches and 


213,000 members. E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN " Recent Activities of the 


National Christian Council 
A spécial Commission of the National Christian Council on the study of 
evan;elistic policies whihh has met several times since its inception in 
October 1949 has requested the help and cooperation of the International Mis sion- 
ary Council and is receiving favourable response, The Commission's purpose is 
to"discover the fundamental strategic policies to be applied in the field of 
evangelism." The chairman of the Evangelistic Department of the different 
constituencies of the N.C.C, met together for exchanging their views and they 
presented recommendation for the study ba the Commission of various subjects, 
among which we quote the following: cooperative evangelism, method of 
Pioneer evangelism, vocational evangelism, objectives and means of evangelism, 
problems within the Church, reeducation of the ministers, evangelistic system 
within the home, 


Study groups have been engaged in the ecumenical enquiry on "The 
evan elisation of man in modern mass society" and "The Bible and the Church's 


message to the world", 


The N.C,.C, has also held a meeting of the Commission on the Family 


Life Movement, E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Ukrainian Orthodox Church 


Formal merger of the American Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the U.S.A. 
and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America took place at a sobor (synod) 
held in New York, and attended by 63 priests, 120 delegates and 280 guests, 
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The new Church will be known as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the 
U.S.A. Axrchpriest John Theodorovitch of Philadelphia was named metropolitan 
and Archbishop Mstyslaw Skrypnyk, who recently arrived from Canada, was elected 
chancellor. Twenty members, equally divided between clergy and laymen, were 
elected to the council. ; 


The Church is independent and seif-governing in its structure, but is 
spiritually in communion with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 


The official organ of the Church will be a monthly called "The Ukrainian 


Orthodox Word," E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Prayer for Assembling the Churches 


(Cleveland): ~ Members cf 150,000 U.S. Christian congregations represent- 
ing 29 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox communions have been urged to offer 
special prayers on Sunday, November 26, for the constituting convention of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., to be held in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, November 28 to December 1. 


The request was made by 46 prominent church keaders who are members of 
a Committee on Programme and Procedures for the Cleveland convention (see EPS 
No. 41). The call reads in part: 


"The gouncils and Conferences which have guided our interdenominational 
activities in missions, education, and social ministries, and have promoted 
Christian solidarity among us, will merge... Together they can command new re- 
sources of leadership, and new financial strength to match the great opportun~ 
ities which lie ahead of them, The consultations and testimonies made possible by 
the new National Council of the Churches will strengthen every member Church 
in its effort to exalt Christ in the U.S.A. 


"The sessions in Cieveland are of high significance to us all. Effect 
ive coverage by the press, by radio and television has been planned...Let 
us at home take part in this vital assembly of Christian leaders," 


The committee called on nearly 31,000,000 church members in the 29 commun- 
ions "to sustain our representatives in the convention with devout prayer." 


The prayer which will be read in Churches throughout the land reads as 
follows; 


"QO Lord, the «nly Source of all true Wisdom; We invoke Thy blessing 
upon the Constituting Convention of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America about to assemble in Thy Name, to delib— 
erate upon those things which make for the maintenance, the well-being and the 
extension of Thy Holy Church among us and throughout all the world; and as Thou 
hast promised to send Thy Holy Spirit to lead Thy people into all truth, so rule 
the hearts and guide the counsels of the representatives of the Churches, that, 
protected from the errors of human frailty, they may seek only Thy glory and the 
welfare of those whom Thou hast redeemed by the death of Thy Son; Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. AMEN." 

E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Churches Plan Participation in National Council 


President Harry S. Truman heads the list of prominent persons invited 
to address the constituting convention of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., it was announced, 


Leaders of Christianity in America - both clerical and lay, represent- 
int the communities - will witness the creation of the National Council, together 
with several thousand visiting delegates. 


Some 1,200 official representatives and alternates from the 29 Protest- 
ant and Eastern Orthodox communions which are forming the National Council will 
attend,plus 5,000 visiting delegates and many consultants, 


Smong other prominent persons scheduled to speak or lead in worship 
at the Cleveland convocation are: Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, Switzer—- 
land, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches; Dr, Toyohiko Kagawa, 
world famous evangelist of Japan; Hon. Francis B. Sayre, representative of the 
U.S. in the United Nation's Trusteeship Council; Mrs. Douglas Horton, former 
President of the Wellesley College and former commander of the WAVES; Dr. Ralph 
W. Sockman, minister of Christ Church (Methodist) and radio preacher from New 
York City; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President United Lutheran, Church in America 
and Vice-Président of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches; 
and Rt: Rev, Henry Knox Sherrill, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Churche 


The four divisions of the National Council will be organised on Novem- 
ber 29. These are Christian education, Christian life and wrk, home missions, 
and foreign missions. The general departments <f men's work and women's work 
and the several joint departments, such as evangelism, missionary education, 
stewardship, and Christian family life, will t* also set up. 


The committee cn programme and procedures fcr the Cleveland convention 
is made up of 46 prominent church leaders. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General 
Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches, is chairman. 


Communions which will be charter members of the National Council of 
Churches are: African Methodist Episcopal Church, African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, American Baptist Convention, Augustana Lutheran Church, Church of 
the Brethren, Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, Congregational Christian 
Churches, Czech Moravian Brethren, Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, Disciples 
of Christ, Evangelical and Reformed Church, Evan,elical United Brethren Church, 
Friends — Five Years Meeting, Friends of Philadelphia and Vicinity, Met hodis t 
Church, Moravian Church in America, National Baptist Convention of America, 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., Presbyterian Church in the U.S., 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A,, Protestant Episcopal Church, Reformed Church’ 
in America, Roumanian Orthodox Church, Russian Orthodox Church in America, 
Seventh Day Baptists, Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of America, United Lutheran Church in America, and United Presbyterian 
Church of N.A« E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN | Death of Fr. Kelly, Founder of S.S.M. 


(Kelham):- We regret to announce the death in his 90th year and 56th 
year of his profession, of the Rev, Herbert Hamilton Kelly, who founded, with 
Father Woodward, the Society of the Sacred Mission, in 1894. lLarlier engaged 
in training missionaries for Korea, Father Kelly went some years later to Japan 
where he was ‘foreign’ professor at the theological college at Ikkebukuro, until 
1915. Stimulated by the ideas of Charles Kingley and F.D. Maurice, he inspired 
with the vision of Catholic vocation in an Anglican Order many yourg mm, who 
have gone out from Kelham for service throughout the world, while he retained 
a deep respect for the Evangelical tradition in which he had been brought vp. 


A thoughtful protagonist of the need for ecumenical development, he 
was the author of "The Church and Religious Unity", published in 1913 when 
he was tutoring theological students at Kelham. E.P,S. Geneva 


Introductory Booklet to Faith and Order Conference issued 


In preparation for the Third World Conference on Faith and Order to be 
hetd at Lund, Sweden, in 1952, a booklet serving as introduction to the world 
of the World Vouncil of Chirches' Commission on Faith and Order, written by its 
Secretary, the Hev. Oliver 5. Tomkins, has now been issued, 


In order to fill the gap in literature on this subject caused by the 
dislocations of war since the Edinburgh Conference of 1937, this booklet has 
been designed for the participating Churches of the Commission, for those 
students and other theologically interested youth groups in touch with the 
World Vouncil Youth Department, and for the "middle level" of readers, before 
they study other documents, such as the three reports which are being submitted 
by the respective theological commissions to the Churches, Chapters discuss, 
for instance, the unity of the Church and the disunity of Christians; develop- 
ments from the Lausanne Conference to Lim@; the nature of the Church; Ways of 
Worship; Intercommunion; objective progress in wmity negotiations, 1937-5a; 
forgotten factors; and "We intend to stay togetha". 


This booklet includes a useful glossary of the terminology, conveniently 
used in this pioneering field, and, as appendices, an outline for study and 
discussion, a bibliography and lists of membership of the Faith and Order Com- 
mission and of the three theological commissions. Copies price 2s.6d., may be 
obtained from the S.C.M. Press, 56 Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.1., or 


through booksellers, E.P.S. Geneva 
GIRMANY Evangelical Students of 


she New Task in Journalism 


Forty students from various faculties of universities in all four zones 
of Germany (including the eastern) debated modern methcds of presenting news of 
the life of the Church to the contemporary wrid botn in the daily press and 
in denominational journals at the Christian Press Academy, Bad Boll, where they 
produced their own newspaper at the end of the four week's session, 
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The significance for the renewal in the life of the Church of ecumen- 
ical events, not confined to reports of international conferences, was stressed 
by Beard Causton, Geneva Press Officer of the World Council of Churches, He 
explained how such news was collected and supplied by Ecumenical Press Service 
and other news services of the World Council both in Geneva and New York to 
religious journals and daily newspapers throughout the world. ileans by which 
denominational journals could best meet the needs of local congregations were 
the svbject of another discussion, led by Dr. Kurt Hutten, of Guttgart, 


Students also discussed issues arising in religicus newsagency work 
on the basis of examples of varied presentation to news, demonstrated by Dr. 
Fokko Liipsen, Chief Editor of the Evangelical Church Press Service (EPD). 
Fritz Sanger, Chief Editor of the German Newsagency, DPA, described how a general 
newsagency works, 


Dr. Christof von Imhof and Dr. Eberhard Stammler, of the Christian 
Press Academy, whe presided over the discussion, opened this second press course 
of 1950, wibh speeches on "Journalism as a Christian Task". Problems of daily 
newspaper editorial work were presented by Dr. Helmut Cron, Chief Editor of the 
"Deutsche Zeitung", Stuttgart, and by Walter Kiaulehn, of Munich. 


Twelve students decided to seek employment and a vocation in journalism 
at the close of this course, which followed many otha’s held at the Evangelical 
Academy, Bad Boll, since 1945, Broadcasting specialists from EPD!'s Uhurch 
Radio section at Bielefeld and from Radio Stuttgart addressed participants at 
& subsequent radio instruction course at the Academy, held under thé chairman- 
ship of Dr. diirgen Petersen, of Nordwestdeutscher Rundfunk, Hamburg. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


Protestant Views on the Dogma of the Virgin 


Germanys The Conference of Bishops of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Germany on Reformation Day had read by its Directing Bishop, Dr. Hans 
Meiser, Bishop of Bevaria, a statement dealing with the dogma proclaimed in 
Rome by Pope Pius XII of the bodily Assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven. 
The statement includes the following passage: 


"The Christians of the world are confronted, for the first time in their 
history, with a Pope's defining an article of faith on the basis of the infall- 
ibility formally attributed to him in 1870, The disagreement expressed on that 
occasion with the dogma of infallibility by all Christian Churches, and leading 
to the secession of the Old Catholic Church from Rome, is receiving, by the 
elevation into a dogma of the belief in the Assumption of Mary, an alarmingly 
impressive justification. For this dogma is not only, like many another older 
dogma of the Church of Rome, an erroneous exposition of Apostolic doctrine, but 
one with no foundation whatever in the message of the Apostles, and hence en- 
tailing the detachment in principlé of the Bishop of Rome from obedience to the 
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ," 


Netherlands: In connection with the proclamation of the Assumption as 
a dogma, the General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church on November 5, 
1950, issued a detlaration from its pulpits in which it stateds’ 
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"In Mary the Roman Church worships man, who by virtue of grace is able 
to cooperate with God. In Mary the Roman Church beholds the height of holiness 
and glory to which man can rise with the aid of grace. 


"With this attention for man and his cooperation the Roman Catholic 
Church has chosen a way which leads her farther and farther a .ay from the wor- 
ship of God's grace, Gratitude for-the participation of Many-is placed- on the 
game level, ss waat has heen; accomplished. by Christ." 


Italy: According to New York Times of November 2, the Waldensian Church 
of Rome held special services in protest against the proclamation of the dogma 
of the Assimption of the Virgin Mary, 


The ceremony took the form of specific rite of adoration of Jesus to 
reassert the pre-eminence of the Saviour in the Christian religion. - Similar 
ceremonies were held in otha Protestant churches in Italy. 


Great Britain: In Britain, the Rev, W.E. Farndale, loderator of the 

Free Church Council, protested also against the proclamation of the new dogma, 
E.P.S, Geneva 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA The New Comenius Faculty 


As was announced some weeks ago (see EPS No. 36), the John Hus theolngic— 
al faculty has been split into two, The faculty retaining the name of John Hus 
_ is that of the Czechoslovak National Church, The faculty of the Church of Czech 
Brethren, henceforward ta be called the Comenius Faculty, was inaugurated on 
October 15 by a solemn service held in the largest Evangelical Church in Prague, 
the Church of the Redeemer. Prof. Hromadka preached the sermon, 


The following day, the academic year opened by a meeting of all the 
teaching staff and students. Prof, Hromadka, Dean of the Faculby, made a speech, 
which was received much attention, introducing those present to the tasks of 
theology today. 


The Comenius Faculty has matriculated 65 new students, which brings the 

- total number to 150, a figure never attained before, This influx is in part. 
due to the fact that the students of the former faculties of minority Chufch 
groups, now closed, have entered their names at the Commius Faculty, In 
addition, the Reformed Church of Slovakia has decided to send all its theological 
students to Prague. The Church of the Czech Brethren itself has matriculated 

the record figure of 36 new students, 


The Lutheran students of Czechoslovakia study at the Lutheran theological 


fac. lty in Bratislava, E.,P.S. Geneva 
’ GIRMANY Further Evangelical Church Conference 


The Conference of Bishops ad the Governing Body of the United Evangel—— 
ical Lutheran Church of Germany at their meeting im Dresden, presided over by 
Bishop Meiser, of Munich, resolved to ask the President of the Council of the 
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Evangelical Church in Germahy, Bishop Dibelius, to call a conf«rence of Churches 
to discuss the situation created for the unity of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany by the utterances of Kirchenprdsident Niemdller and the pastorate of 
the Confessing Church (see EPS No. 37-8). 


Acting as President of the Council of the EKiD, Bishop Dibelius has 
called a conference of representatives of all the Land Churches * to meet on 
November 17 in Spandau, Berlin. &.P.S, Geneva 


INDIA New Diocese of t the Chur Church of South J] India 


Impressive ceremonies were witnessed in Erode, when Dr, Ayyadurai Jesu- 
dasen Appasamy was slemnly consecrated as Bishop of the new Coimbatore diocese 
of the Church of South India. The creation of this diocese has added 30,000 
members — 23,000 Congregationalists and 7,000 Anglicans and Methodists — to the 
Church of South India. 


Ceremonies began when Bishop Frank Whittaker of Medak, Acting Moderator 
of the South India Church, pronounced the call to worship. fFresent were dele- 
gates representing the entire membership of the Church, many of them women dressed 
in multi-coloured saris, 


Dr. Appasamy, who has studied both in Europe and America, and is a D. 
Phil. of Oxford University as regarded as one of the most distinguished scholars 
of the Indian Churche His best known book is the study of the Indian saint 
Sadhu Sundar Singh, which he published in collaboration with Dr. B.H. Streeters 
Dr. Appasamy's father, a distinguished convert from a high caste Hindu family, 
was for many years regarded as the doyen «” South Indian Christians, E,P.5.Geneva 


AUSTRIA The Refugees and the Salzburg Conference 


The Refugee Council of the Evangelical Church in Austria, meeting in 
Linz last month, called the attention of the national and international author— 
ities to the fact that the important recommendations of the Salzburg Conference 
of the World Council of Churches (see EPS No, 4) have not been carried out, and 


asked that immediate steps be taken. Lye Gapeuk 
GERMANY The Oikwrene in Miniature 


In the town of Eberswalde, in Brandenburg, Russian Zone, there has been 
for more than two years an inter~Church working association townich the Evangel- 
ical and Catholic Churches and most of the Free Churches represented there 
belong. It was thanks to them that the protection of graveyards was organised, 
and that a large placard panel put up in a public place for news from all Church 
groups to be posted up. 


A series of lectures just organised has dealt with the theme of the 
Essen Church Gathering, “Save Man," A Protestant superintendent has spoken 
on 'Man and his Worl," a Catholic priest cn "Man and his Faith." Attendance 
exceeded all expectations: first there were 1,250 people, then 1,500 and 
finally 1,600. E.P.S. Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 54333 (67130) Telegr.: " OIKUMENE GENEVA" 
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the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 
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Cooperation of U.B.S. and W.C.C. 


Amongst the decisions taken by the Standing Committee of the United 
Bible Societies at its meeting last June (see EPS No. 25), was one concerning 
a@ proposal for collaboration with the World Council of Churches in the latter's 
studies on the problem of evangelism, a realm in which the Bible Societies 
recognise their particular responsibility (Bible colportage, missionary distri- 
bution of the Bible and so forth). The Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches accepted this proposal when it met in July in Toronto. 


The Rev. Dr. A.M. Chirgwin, retiring General Secretary of the London 
Missionary Society, has agreed to accept the new post and will take up his 
activities from January 1, 1951, living in Geneva. Within the framework of 
the studies and practical work of the secretariate of evangelism, he will be 
-° more particularly concerned with tle question of the place and distribution 
of the Bible in evangelistic and missionary action. His studies will also be 
carried out in contact with the International Missionary Council. E.P.S.Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAK IA The Yoke of the Law 


A new penal code both judicial and administrative came into effect in 
Czechoslovakia on August 1, 1950. The "Cesky Bratr", the official organ of 
~ the Czech Brethren Church in its October number quotes those parts of this 
code which refer to Church and pastors. 


§ 123 — Penal Judicial Law - liisuse of Religious Function. 


Anyone who misuses‘his position.in the Church for the purpose of 
influencing political affairs in a manner injurious to the People's Democracy 
shall be deprived of his personal freedom for a period varying from’ three 
months to three years. 
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The perpetrator shall be deprived of his freedom fora period varying 
from one year to five years 


(a) if he refuses to perform a religious function to which he is called as a 
pastor (or in a similar capacity); or 


(b) if there are any other aggravating circumstances, 


Interfering with supervision of churches and religious societies: 


§ 173 - Anyone who performs, pastoral functions in the church or religious societ- 
ies without the consent of the State, shall be punished with the loss of free- 
dom up to three years, 


Similarly shall be punished anyone who performs pastoral functions in 
church or religious societies in a locality &: which he was not placed with the 
consent of the State, 


Whoever appoints any person to perform pastoral functions in a church 
or religious societies without the consent of the State shall be punished by 
loss of freedom fa a period varying from one to five years. 


§ 174.— Anyone who deliberately interferes with, or impedes, the authority 
of the state supervisor over a church or religious sccieties shall bé punished 
with loss of his freedom fa a period varying from one to five years, 


The same penalty shall be meted out to anyone who, in any other way , 
deliberately infringes the Law concerning the economic security of churches 
and religious societies, 


§ 101 — Penal Administration Law: defence of order in matters concerning the 
Church, 


Anyone who failsto keep the ordinances, or who infringes the law 
relating to the legal position of churches and religious societies, especially 
anyone who endangers or ébstructs the functions of the state supervisor of 
property appertaining to churches and religious societies, shall be fined 
* 100,000 Ke, (Ke. = Czech Crowns) or lose his freedom for a period up to thee 


months, E.P.S. Geneva 
INDIA . First Decade of Christian Home Movement 


In August 1941 an initial conference on the Christian Home was held 
in Nagpur at the invitation of the National Christian Vouncil of India, Burma 
and Ceylon, 


This conference, writes the National Christian Council Review (Nag- 
pur, October 1950), "was called because of the inzyeasing urgency for coopera+ 
tion between such experiments as alre already being carried out in various 
fields and for a further agvanse in applying in every home the principles of 
Christ, Actually certain Provincial Councils had already formed committees 
which were related to the theme of the Christian tjome.," In China the move-— 
ment was already well established. But the greatest influence was the conside- 
ration of the Christian Home by the International Missionary Council at 
Tambaram, in 1938, 

Besides literature, like the periodical "The Christian Home Bulletin" 
now printing 3500 copies per issues, the emphasis on Christian Pictures for 
the home has become an important sub-section of the work, In 1949 over 


No. 43 — November 17, 1950 -3- 3X7 


125,000 copies of pictures and art covers by Indian Christian artists were 
distributed, 


Perhaps the greatest achievement of the Christicn Home Liovement 
since its inception has been the inauguration of the Christian Home Festival, 
which has become one of the most loved festivals of the Church in India, 


"There are many practical results from the observance of this 
festival", says the article. "Cheering reports come of the healing of quarrels, 
of the bringing of babies for baptism, and of young village men who had con- 
tracted non-Christian marriages now bringing their wives to baptism and for 
instruction in the art of Christian liome making... There are now two Regional 
and 19 area or Provincial conveners, both men and women. Indeed, the coope- 
ration of men and women in this enterprise has been one of the most delight— 


ful features of the moirement." E.P.S, Geneva 
| GREAT BRITAIN Religious Broadcasting 


"British Weekly" reports that from October 9-13 representatives of 
radio organisations in ten different countries of Western Europe met at 
Chichester to discuss the aims and methods of religious broadcasting. 


One session was devoted to the use of television in this field and 
France's representative described how television had been used for religious 
programmes in that country. At another session religious controversy was 
discussed, following a paper by the representative of the Liberal Protestant 
group in Holland. 


Although it was possible at the end of the Conference to draw up an 
agreed statement of basic aims and methods, it became clear during the Con- 
ference that both of these differed widely according to two factors 


(a) the position of the Churches in the countries concerned and 
(b) the constitution of the broadcasting organisations. 


These two factors occasionéd a wide variety in aims and subse-— 
quently affected many of the methods, There are Dutch radio organisations 
whose total programmes are planned entirely from the point of view of a 
religious position, There are othersvhich are completely neutral in religious 
matters, 


The B.B.C. which convened this Conference, the first of its kind, is 
unique in having a separate religious broadcasting department. E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES World Anglican Congress 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A., has been selected as the site of a 
world-wide congress of the Anglican communion to be held in August, 1953, the 
first such meeting since 1908, 


About 1,000 bishops and representative clergy and laity from 325 
dioceses are expected for the congress. 
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The congress was authorised by Anglican bishops at the 1948 Lambeth 
Conf-rence in London. It will differ from a Lambeth congress in that clergy 
and laity as well as bishops will be in attendance, 


Purpose of the congress is "to witness to our comion faith and to 
confer oOn:matters of common interest,' 


The Anglican communion is composed of episcopal Churches throughout 
the world that owe their oriigin to the ancient Churches of the British Isles 
and which are in communion with the see of Canterbury, It has approximately ~ 
37,000,000 communicants, 


The fact that the World Council of Churches will hold its Second 
Assembly in Evanston, Ill,., also in August, 1953, is expected to hake it 


possible fr many delegates te attend both events, E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Planning Church Unity 


A tentative Church tnion plan is being worked on by the Conference 
on Church Union created last December in order to unite congregational, 
episcopal and presbyterian forms of Church government within a single Protest- 
ant Church. 


Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, of the Methodist Church, Chairman of the Con- 
ference, said that the plan envisages a United Church of Christ in which 
bishops will have a place and presbyteries will have constitutional respon- 
sibilities, but without denying self-government to local congregations. 


The Conference will present its plan at a convocation in Cincinnati, 
O., next January 23-24, All Churches which may be interested will be invited 
in the convocation, 


"Today", Bishop Holt said, "Christien confront a world situation which 
demands that the Churches shall make common cause. In our own and many other 
sections of the world, secularism, atheism, and religious indifference -. are 
strongly entrenched and militant. 


"These evil faces", he continued, "stand sharply over against the 
Christian Church with its eterna]. Gosp21 of redemption, They cannot be 
effectively resisted and overcome by separate Churches, but only by the per- 
sonal and corporate witness and the concerted action of Christians united," 


Bishop Holt stressed that the Conference's objective is organic 
union and not the cooperative movement which finds expression in the National 
Council of Churches to be constituted in Cleveland at the end of ilovember, 


Members of the Conference are: Mcthodist Church, Disciples of Christ, 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Piacpytanian Church in the U.S.A., Peastereniai 
Church in the U.S. (Southern); Congregational Christian Churches, International 
Council of Community Churches, and the Association for a United Church in 
America. E.P.S. Geneva 
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SCOTLAND Ecumenical Conference Discusses 


The need for a Christian doctrine of work with special reference 
to industrial workers not assimilated in the life of the Church was stressed 
at the fifth and final conference of the Yollarbeg group by the Rev. Ian Fraser, 
vho had worked as an industrial chaplain alongside his workmates in a Scottish 
paper mill. Dr. J.H, Oldham urged a new recognition of the function of the 
laity as a spearhead of Christian action and described the task of the inter- 
national group which would study this subject during the next two years. The 
incompatibility of absolute Uhristian standards with industry and whether the 
Church could be the creative minority, which might change the situation, were 
among themes discussed. It was agreed that small fellowships of people fac-- 
ing the same ethical problems at work would be valuable, for the Church could 
not always give the advice required, because it could not always understand 
the technical issues involved. 


During the conference a meeting of the Scottish Churches! ucumenical 
Association, formed a year ago, was held and the Dolk rbeg group ended its 
Separate existence as an unofficial ecumenical group by merging in the 
Association. Dr. T.M. Taylor, Principal of Aberdeen University and member 
of the Exécutive Committee of the World Council of Churches, was elected 


President. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Federal Council Backs Truman Disarmament Plan 
YNLLED LALO en POMC PACKS Aruman Disarmament Plan 


Disarmament proposals advanced by President Truman before the General 
Assembly of the United Nations are "warmly" supported by the Federal Council 
of Churches, 


The Federal Council, in a letter sent to Mr. Truman by its Depart-— 
ment of International Justice and Goodwill, irged "acceptance of international 
agreements for the effective reduction and regulation of armaments, including 
atomic weapons, by all nations, through a trustworthy system of international 
inspection and control." 


"We welcome your proposals," the letter said, "both because they 
give fresh impetus to the search for armament controls and because they set 
forth the social gains that can be achieved by all peoples once the system 
of competitive armaments now prevailing, is terminated," 


The letter expressed the "earnest hope" that the U.S. Mission to 
the United Nations "will vigorously seek for ways and means by which the 
General Assembly now in session may act to further the ends envisaged in your 


proposals," E.P.S. Geneva 
U.S.S.R. | A Protestant Appeal for Peace in lioscow Radio 


The head of the "Association of Baptists and Gospel Christians", 
Jakob Zhidkov, its vice-president, Golyaev, and its general secretary, Karev, 
have together called on "Baptists all over the world to support the Stockholm 
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Peace Appeal and to protest against the aggression of the United States in 
Korea." The text of this appeal was given on October 30 by the -nglish service 
of Moscow Radio. 


The commentator closed his report by saying that the appeal “calls 
all Baptist all over the world, all Disciples of Christ, all liethodist breth- 
ren and other to protest against the United States attack in Korea and the 
inhuman destruction of the| Korean civilian population by the Americans; they 
should at the same time demand of the American Government the immediate ending 


of the war against the people of Korea," E.P.S. Geneva 
KOREA Mission Work Resumed 


The Protestant missionaries evacuated from Korea to Japan are beginn- 
ing to return to Seoul. The first to resume their work were three representat- 
ives of the Methodist Mission and one of the Canadian Mission. There are in 
addition in Seoul a member of the Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Mission and one of the 
Methodist Mis sion, vho are serving as chaplains with the American fighting 
forces, During November it is expected that leaders of the Southern Presbyt- 
erian Mission, the Oriental Mission and others will be arriving. One mission- 
ary of the Australian Mission has returned to his post in Fusan, E.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Pronouncement from the Pulpit 
on Radio Services from the Eastern 
Zone 


The morning services broadcast by Radio Berlin and Deutschlandsender 
(Eastern Zone station) are no longer the responsibility of the leaders of the 
Evan,elical Church, This was announced by Bishop Dibelius at the end of his 
Reformation Sunday sermon on November 5 in the Marienkirche, in the bastern 
Sector of Berlin, 


As will be recalled, those entrusted by the governing body of the 
Evangelical Church with this responsibility, including General Supe rintendent 
Krumaacher and Propst Griiber, who used to hold services regularly on both 
stations (see EPS No. 39), resigned it in the beginning of October, because the 
stations, without furnishing reasons, had broadcast addresses by "progressive 
pastors instead of the sermons already drawn up and fixed, to be preached by 
previously-appointed clergy, and definite Christian preaching was thereafter 
no longer guaranteed, 


Bishop Dibelius added the information that the morning services had 
Since been celebrated on both the Eastern stations by pastors who were opposed 
to the heads of the Church, or wi: were not even pastors any more. The leaders 
of the Church could no longer regard the contents of their sermons as genuine 


preaching, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN } . German Service in Coventry 


Coventry Cathedral, destroyed by a German air-raid, has been sufficient- 
ly restored for the first German service to be held in the rebuilt Unity Chapel, 
where services of various Christian Churches are to be celebrated . It was 
chiefly attended by former German prisoners of war, E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY Fines for Church Co lections 
The law-court of Ko6nigswusterhausen, in the province of Branden- 
burg, in the Eastern Zone, has fined two Evangelical parish helpérs 
200-marks for collecting "Opfergroschen" for their congregation, The 
Opfergroschen, or self-denial penny, has been regularly donated in the Evang- 
elical Church of Berlin and Brandenburg since November 1948, with the know- 
ledge of the Ministry of the Interior, as a special offering for the relief 
of the most desperate needs of in church work, given by a particular 
group of Evangelical church members who expressly pledged themselves to con- 
tribute. It is used in particular for the giving of religious instruction, 
which in the Eastern Zone and Berlin is financed by the Church itself, and 
for charitable work. Prosecuting counsel asked that the accused be imprisoned 
and fined for “offending against the law regarding public collections." The 
contributions to the collection, which had been seized by the police, were con- 
fiscated by the court, 


The same court fined a deacon who on August 6, 1950, arranged for 
a church collection to be taken in the course of a home mission celebration. 
The collection was confiscated in favour of the People's Joint Liability Fund. 


In this connection it is stated in a communiqué from the Press 
section of the Evangelical Church Headquarters of Berlin and Brandenburg that 
the Evangelical Church holds by the law that church collections and current 
church contributions do not come under the provisions of the State law regard- 
ing collections, passed on March 22, 1950. It has lodged a complaint with 
the Ministry of thé Interior, and appealed against the verdict of the Konigs- 


yasterhausen court, E.P.S,. Geneva 
SPAIN Journey in Upper Aragon 


Madame Jacques Delpech, who recently accompanied her husband, Pastor 
Delpech, vice-president of "Pro Hispana", the French-Swiss Evangelical Mission 
in Upper Aragon, on a tour of that area, relates her experiences in an article 
published in "L'Etoile du Matin" (No. 10}, 1950). 


"Except in Saragossa, there are no mission-stations any more. No 
more pastors, no more teachers, no more evangelists or colporteurs. It is 
the pastor of Saragossa, all on his own, who bears the responsibility for 
this huge area, as well as which there is the area of the North. No more 
chapels — those which were rented in Saragossa and Barbastro have been pillaged, 
the furniture burnt and the premises reoccupied. The one in Jaca, so charming- 
ly decorated, is still there, but authorisation to worship there, which was 
requested on July 27, 1948, has not yet been given, in spite of many approaches 
to tle authorities.... The schools too are closed, with»ut any chance of their 
being reopened while the Saw concerning education remains unmodified.... 


"Does this mean that the work is dead, and that nothing is left of 
it, because the premises and the workers have pretty well disappeared? — 
Quite the reverse, for the Church is alive, with a deep and radiant life, 
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"First of all, we have the parish of Saragossa, which meets, by autho— 
risation, in a private house,.., There are not enough seats. I find thre 
people I know, old members aged by these last years of suffering... There are 
the children of bygone days, grown into young men and women. And then the 
little ones, born during the terror cr after it, And there are the new faces, 
those of sympathisers coming to listen also to the message of life,.. Several 
members of the community are lay preachers and act for the pastor during his 
long absences on journeys, The young people are particularly active, 


"Attachment to the Bible we found once mre in all the villages we 
went through: for many members it is practically the only book they have and 
know and seek to put into practice, One is both staggered by the spiritual 
isolation of some of them and amazed by their faithfulness under the most 
difficult circumstances,,.. 


"Our last visit is to Jaca. And our most moving ones Memories crowd 
around us, We go to visit the members of the Church, at least those who 
are still here, for many of th Weert : life was too difficult for them in 
this fanatical little town, Others have to exercise a caution which is oniy 
understood when one has actually breathed that atmosphere of constraint aid 
suspicion, 


"Last stop before we leave again for France. A big poster proclaims, 
'I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.! It is indeed 
by the grace of the Lord that our friends are finding the strength to live 
day after day," E.P.S, Geneva 
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GRAT BRITAIN Report on Anglican-Free Church Relations 


A report entitled "Church Relations in England" ~ conversations bet- 
ween representatives of the Archbishop of Canterbury (The Most Rev. Dr. G.F. 
Fisher) and representatives of the Evangelical Free Churches in England on the 
implications of the Archbishop's 1946 Cambridge sermon — has now been issued, 
The preface is signed by the joint chairman, the Bishop of Derby (the Rt. Rev. 
A.E.J. Rawlinson), and Dr. Nathaniel Micklem (Congregational). The sermon, 
reproduced in the report, suggests that instead of aiming at organig union, 
Anglicans and Free Churchmen should turn their attention to the idea of full 
comaunion between them, The repprt considers Dr. Fisher's proposal under three 
heads:— The Nature of the Church; The Faith of the Church; and the Ministry 
of the Church, (See also EPS No, 33/1949) 


The representatives agreed that the present-day use of the word "Church! 
for a particular denomination must be distinguished from the New Testament idea 
of the Church. In this true sense, the Church comprises the invisible Church, 

including the whole company of the faithful departed, as well as the visible 
Church, "the militant Church" with which the report is concerned. All repre— 
sentatives found themselves in agreement in the apostolic faith expressed in 
the Apostles' and the Nicene Creeeds. There are differences in the use of 
formal Creeds in the different Churches, and the objections which some feel to 
any doctrinal formularies are noted. But so long as Holy Scripture is acknow- 
ledged as the basic doctrinal standard, the subject of Creeds need not be any 
ultimate obstacle to full communion. 


On Baptism there is already considerable unity. Further inter-church 
discussion would be necessary regarding comple tion of Baptism by Confirmation 
or some parallel rite of reception into full membership, but no fundamental 
disagreement need be anticipated. Certain definite agreement concerning the 
Eucharist as well as divergent views concerning the idea of Sacrifice and the 
Real Presence are noted, Where there is agreement on certain fundamentals, it 
is not necessary that differences of interpretation should be a bar to inter- 
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communion. The report points out that Christ's command is to "Do this", and 
not to hold this or that view. 


The report concludes that negotiations for the acceptance of inter— 
- communion would require agreement on six points:- 


1) Assurances with respect to doctrinal standards having been ex- 
chenged, each Church would declare itself satisfied in this respect. 


2) The Free Church would "take episcopacy into its system" by the 
acceptance of an episcopate linked with the episcopate of the past, and adopt 
episcopal ordination as the rule for the future. The Church of England would 
recognise the bishops and episcopally--ordained ministers of the Free Churches 
as be fully commissioned, and authorised for the same office in the Anglican 
Church as its own bishops and priests. 


3 3) The Church of England would agree to admit to Communion communicant 

members of the Free Church and would authorise its members to receive Holy Com- 
munion from ministers of the Free Church who had been consecrated to the epis- 
copate or episcopally ordained. 


4) Without making it a condition of intercommunion the Church of 
England expresses the hope that episcopal conformation would come to he used 
in the Free Church, 


5) The Free Church would continue to maintain relations of inter- 
communion with non-episcopal Churches. The Church of England would not regard 
this as a bar to intercommunion between the Free Church and itself. 


6) The parallel existence of separate Churches in the sane area in 
intercommunion with each other would be regarded as only a temporary stage, 
on the road to full union. 


The report will now be presented to the Free Church authorities and 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury by their respective participating representat-— 
ives, No immediate action will be taken, Six bishops md 13 clergy particip- 
ated on the Anglican side. For the Free Churches there were three represent— 
atives each from the Baptist Union, the Congregational Union and the Methodist 
Church, two from the Presbyterian Church of England, and representatives of 
the Moravian Church, the Wesleyan Reformed Union, the Independent Methodist 
Union Church, the Churches of Christ, the Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 
and the Free Church Federal Council. No immediate action will take place for 
at least a year, E.P.S. Geneva 


The World Council of Churches! Commission on Faith and Order issued 
a call to the Annual Week of Prayer for the Unity of Christendom, held each 
year from January 18 to 25, whose "observance is slowly but surely gaining 
ground in many countries." This time the call is signed not only by its secret- 
ary, the Rev. Oliver S. Tomkins, but also by ten officers of the Commission 
on Faith and Order with its chairman at the head: the Most Rev.Yneve T.Brilioth, 
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Archbishop of Upsala, A call to prayer is also being prepared for the confer-— 
ence on Faith and Order to be held at Lund (Sweden), in 1952. It asks Christ~ 
ians of many confessions, when praying for the unity of the Church cf Christ, 
to remember some of the concerns of the Faith and Order Commission: 


"The Nature of the Church: Let us pray for ever: deepening understanding 
of the nature of the Church in the purpose of God; 


"for all biblical) scholars and theologians whose work is revealing 
unexpected new sympathies and areas of agreement, as they seek to get behind 
the misunderstandings created in recent centuries: 


"for all whose faithful witness to the truth as they have received 
it enlarges the understanding of those from other traditions; 


"for patience and faith to overcome apparently impenetrable barriers 
to agreement, sustained by the belief that, since our Lord wills unity, He 
can bring us to it, 


“Ways of Worship: Let us pray for those in all churches who are dis- 
covering afresh the riches inherent in the great tradition of Christian wor- 
ship, especially the ever-fresh meaning of that Sacrament which our Lord 
instituted at His Last Supper. 


"for all ways in which the common inheritance of worshipping Christians 
may kad to the reconciliation sf differences which have growm up between us; 


"for such a sharing of experience in prayer and worship that the inner 
meaning of our beliefs may become plain to those who have grown up in another 
_ tradition; 


"for such a deepened understanding of the Spirit and the truth that 
we may be drawn closer to the Father who would have us to worship Him, 


"Intercommunion: Let us pray for a more Merck Albi and urgent aware- 
ness of our separation from one another at th: Lord's Table; 


"for a better appreciation of the convictions held in this matter by 
those with whom we disagree and the ability to believ2 in each other's inte- 


grity; | 
"for all those, especially young men and women and members in the 


Younger Churches, who find our divisions incomprehensible, and so our barriers 
to communion quite intolerable; 


"for the removal of all hindrances to a true communion with one 
another, in truth and love, in the Sacrament of Unity. 


"Other Matters: Let us pray for an honest mderstanding and admission 
of those various political, economic, social and other factors which helped to 
cause or perpetuate our divisions ; 


"for ability to recognise and accept the pressure of similar factors 
in our own time which, by God's grace, may lead us to unity if we have no real 
theological reasons for continued separation; 


"for all who are engaged in actual schemes cr negotiations for unity, 
that they may be led into unity in the truth and that their zeal may be an 
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encouragement to others; , 


"for God's blessing upon the meeting of the Faith and Order Commis-— 
sion (August 14-18, 1951) which will have to complete plans for the Conference 
at Lund to which the Churches have been invited to send delegates,! 

E.P.S. Geneva 


JAPAN / Decentralising Plan for Kyodan 


(Tokyo):- A plan for decentralising authority in the United Church 
of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) was unanimously approved at the biennial meeting 
of the General Assembly held in Tokyo and presided over by Dr. Michio Kozaki, 
Moderator of the Church, 


Under the plan, the number of church districts will be reduced from 
17 to 7 and the local districts will have the right to examine and ordain 
candidates for the ministry, They will also control all collections and 
apportionments from the parish churches for the general Church budget. In 
addition, the local districts will become agencies for all benevolent and 
other funds, 


In each of the seven districts departments will be established deal— 
ing with evangelism, rural evangelism, womens' work, youth work, religious 
education, social work and finance, Reports to the General Assembly showéd 

that contributions in the local churches had doubled during the past year, 


Dr. Kozaki was reelected moderator by an overwhelming majority. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


INDIA Hindu Newspaper publishes Christian Messages 


A series of weekiy Christian messages has been inaugurated in Madras 
by "The Hindu", principal non-Christian daily newspaper published in South 
India. The series will continue throughout the year, 


Sponsors of the new feature are the National Christian Council of 
India and several mission bodies which hope by this means to reach large groups 
of non-Christians otherwise inaccessible. The weekly themes deal with the life 


of Christ and the teachings of Christianity. E.P.S, Geneva 
CHINA Future Policies of the Chinese Churches 


(Shanghai) :- Endorsement of a proclamation for the "reformation" of 
the Chinese Christian Churches was voted at the closing session of the annual 
meeting of the National Christian Council of China, after a week of intensive 
discussion centring around future policies and needs cf the Chinese Churches, 


The proclamation, entitled "Channels for Efforts of Chinese’ Christians 
in New China's Reconstruction", is the outcome of a conference of Christian 
leaders with Premier Chou En Lai and other government officials last July. 
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It declares that, under the government's leadership, Chinese Christ- 
ian Churches and institutions "must inexorably oppose imperialism, feudalism, 
and bureaucratic capitalism, and strive to helpt build up an independant, demo- 
cratic, peaceful, prosperous and strong China". 


In endorsing the proclamation the Council declared that, while wel- 
coming friendly cooperation from abroad, the Chinese Churches and Christian 
institutions must be on guard against “imperialistic intrigues and entangle- 
ments." It urged the Chinese Churches to put into effect soon a programme 
of "self-government, self-support, and self—propagation."! 


A resolution was adopted by the delegates pledging full support to 
the government's programme of land reform and to its winter relief campaign 
for poverty-stricken refugees. 


The meeting marked the first annual gathering of the National Christ-— 
ian Council at which no foreign Church representatives were present. It was 
attended by 138 delegates from various parts of the country. The Council 
represents most of the Protestant bodies in China. E.P.S. Geneva 


The Ecumenical Voice Must Speak Impartially 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs (which represents the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council), has made an explanatory statement con- 
cerning the significance of the resolution on Korea adopted by the World 
Council's Central Committee at Toronto last July (see EPS No. 30). 


Speaking to the United Council of Church Women at Cincinnati (U.S.A.), 
he emphasised that justice demands the impartial condemnation of atrocities 
whoever commits them and continued: 


"Rarely if ever is one party to a dispute entirely right and the other 
party entirely wrong. Few situations may be described as completely ‘Black 
and white', The mixture of the good and the evil which characterises virtually 
every international issue is a substantial obstacle to effective solution, 
Christians must be particularly vigilant in making sharp distinctions so that, 
in supporting a predominantly just cavse, they will not condone the inju:tices 
which are inherent or which emerge in the situation. I cite only two illustra- 
tions, but many others could be adduced. 


"The statement on aggres.ion in Korea which the World Council of 
Churches' Central Committee adopted at Toronto last July was particularly 
justified because two new factors had appeared — the presence on the scene of 
a neutral international commission and the effort to take action by internation- 
al police measures. The adoption of that statement may in no sense be taken 
as a cloak to cover subseqient mistakes or injustices. I fear no contradiction 
when I say on behalf of the constituency of the I.M.C, and the ‘/.C.C. that, 
upon the submission of reliable evidence, atrocities whether by North or South 
Koreans must be and are condemned. Christians can follow no other course. 
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"Much has recently been said about military action by the U.S. of 
Indonesia against Ambon to ‘prevent the formation of a separate state by the 
South Moluccas. The Indonesian Government refused the offer of the United 
Nations Commission on Indonesia to mediate in the dispute, According to reports, 
the city of Ambon has now been occupied. Even at this hte moment, there is 
every reason to urge that the good offices of the United Nations Commission be 
utilised so that the goal and the procedure accepted at the Hague Rownd Table 
Conference may be given effect, in the best interests both of the Indonesian 
Government and the people of Ambon. Only through prevesses of this kind can tense 
Situations in Indonesia as well as in other threatening areas be constructively 
resolved." E.P.S. Geneva 


GERIANY Outcome of the Conference of 


Evangelical Church Leaders 


—— 


(Berlin) :- The Church Conference convened in Berlin by Bishop Dibelius 
on November 17, at which all 28 member-Churches of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany were represented by their Bishops and spiritual heads (see EPS No. AD), 
concluded its discussions, held in the Johamnesstift institution in Spandau with 
a night session. The findings of the deliberations on the questions raised by 
the utterances of Kirchenprusident Niemdller were issued in the form of the 
following statement by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, whose 
members attsnded the Conference. 


"I. After a long discussion with the leading office-holders of the component 
Churches, the Council of E.K.D. (Evanjelical Church in Germany) gratefully estab— 
lished the fact that the unity of our Evangelical Church is, despite tensi ons, 
beyond all doubt. The Council knows that community in faith does not include 
uniformity in political judgment, The question whether a rearmament, in whatever 
form it might take, is inevitable, can be differently answered within the Faith. 
We exhort all those who bear responsibility, whether in the West or in the East, 
to treat this question with the utmost conscientiousness and not to decide against 
the will of the nation, The Church speaks Peace and means it. The Church is 
resolved to serve Peace in the world and does not cease to exhort Peace and to 
pray for Peace, 


"TI. Church President Dr. Niemdller has frequently expressed himself regarding 
rearmament in Germany. The Council recognises the seriousness and the gravity 
of the questions which he has put. The Council regrets however the sharpness 

of many of his utterances, but it regrets also the form of criticism acopted by 
the Federal Chancellor, The Council of the German Evangelical Church respects 
the decision of Dr. Heinemann, in azcordance with his consosence, to resign from 
the Federal Government, and the grounds which led kim to this step. 


"ITT, The Council of the German Evangelical Church repeats its call to members 
of congregations everywhere to observe their responsibility in public life, Tk 
Council renews its plea to all office~holders of the Church tec exercise the ut-— 
most possible restraint in their political utterances because of their service 
to the Gospel which concerns everybody," E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Religious Statistics 


Twenty-nine different Churches with a total membership of BLS eer 
Christians are to join in the end of November to form the new "National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (see EPS No. 42). Twenty-five of these 
Churches are Protestant bodies and fvur are Orthodox, If we add in with the 
total figure for church members that of all those baptised, we have a total 
of 32,563,168. The figures for individual Churches taking part are as follows: 


Baptist: (American Baptist Convention; National Baptist Convention of America; 
National Baptist Convention U.S.A.; Inc.; Seventh Day Baptist General Con- 
ference) = 8,569,549. Church of th Brethren = 185,088. Congre ational Christ- 
ian Churches = 1,184,661, Discipks of Christ = 1,738,605. evangelical and 
Reformed Ghurch = 714,583. Evangelical United Brethren Church = LAO bs 
Society of Friends = 74,810, Lutheran: (Augustana Lutheran Church, Danish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, United Lutheran Church of America) = 4,6753920; 
Methodists (African Methodist Episcopal Church, African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Church) = 
10.760.045. Moravian: (Evangelical Unity of Czech Moravian Brethren in N.A.; 
Moravian Church in America) = 38.923. Orthodox: (Roumanian Orthod ox Episcopate 
of America, Russian Orthodox Church in America, Syrian Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America) = 409.800. Presbyterian: 
(Presbyterian Church in the U.S., Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., United 
Church of N.A.) = 30 269.253. Protestant Episcopal Church = 1.671.366. Reformed 


Church in America = 179.085. E.P.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAK TA On the Opening of the Comenius Faculty 


The weekly paper "Kalvinske Hlasy“ of Prague in its issue of October 
31, 1950, reporting the opening of the new Comenius Faculty (Komenského fakul- 
ta) in Prague (dealt with in EPS No. 42), gives the following information: 


Under Government decree No. 112 of 1950, concerning theological study 
in Czechoslovakia, this subject is to be differently regulated in future for 
all Christian Churches. It was orizinalJy intended in the decree that respon- 
sibility for the rising generation of theological students in all the Evangel- 
ical Churches should be assimed by the Evangelical Lutheran Faculty in Bratis- 
lava, Slovakia. This plan was, however, abandoned because the Reformed Church 
in Slovakia appealed for another solution, and also because the technical pre- 
requisites in Bratislava were not such as would enable the scheme to be carried 
out. 


The Prime Minister, Mr. Fierlinger, together with Mr. Holdos, Director 
of the State Office for Church Affairs, permitted theological students to study 
in Prague, but at another faculty, which received the name of "Comenius Faculty". 
Only adherents of the Czechoslovak Church are now admitted to the John Hus 
Facvlty, which up to now formed the centre of the theological student body in 
Prague, 

Ho HH 
Frofe Hromadka on the Comenius Faculty 


In an article publisied in "Theologia Evangelica" (Vol. 111, 1950) 
Professor Hromada su gests to the Czechoslovak Protestant world that Comenius 
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continued the first reformation of John Hus and that, in the war-torn Europe 
of his time (1592-1670) he kept faith and active living of the Gospel as a 
primary duty. 


"In the ruins of the mediaeval world and of the united Christian civi- 
lisation he saw a terrible problem of that time. He was searching for a 
firm solution of new thinking and for a true basis of new Structure in the 
pphere of civilisation and state, of politics and society, This contemporary 
of Descartes and Pascal was seeking in his own way the fundament of security, 
He stood on ruins —- and yet kept full faith and hope, energy and determina- 
tion. It is a striking picture and it is a great obligation for work intheol- 
Ogy and in th> Church, for the activity of the new-old Comenius Faculty," 

g.P.S. Geneva 


NETHERLANDS Death of an Ecumenical Pioneer 


We regret tO announce the déath on November 18 of Professor D:.Ger- 
ardus van der Leeuw, 60 years of age, He was a well-known scholar in the field 
of. the history of religion, whose works have been translated into many 
lanuages. Prof. van der Leeuw was, however, a man of many interests and has 
also played a special réle in the modern liturgical movement. He was Chair- 
man of the Commission of Faith and Order on Ways of Worship, and was also 
specially interested in religious art. Prof. van der Léeuw chaired the recent 
conference at the Ecumenical Institute on that subject, Inmediately after 
the war he served in the Netherlands Government as Minister of Sducation, 

E.P.S. Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Catholics Enable Protestants to Build a Church 


In the predominantly Catholic parish of Grellingen, in the Swiss 
Jura, the hundred-odd Protestants settled there were formerly unable, by reas- 
on of financial difficulties, to build their own little church as they wished 
to do. The indigenous congregation has now decided unanimously to enable the 
Protestant church to be built by means of a donation of 10,000 frances. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


GERMANY German Evangelical Church Gather- 
ing for 1951 to be in Berlin 


Ba decision of the Provisional Presidential Committee, the German 
Evangelical Church Gathering for 1951 is to be held not, as originally intend~ 
ed, in Stuttgart, but in Berlin. The chief reason for this is "the request 
of leading Church groups in Berlin and the Eastern Zone, on the grounds that 
the Church's task in the East was of a special nature, and that a large 


attendance of churchgoers from these areas was likely." E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE Archbishop Spiridion's Answer 


to the Patriarch of Serbia 


After the death of Patriarch Gavrile, head of the Orthodox Church of 
Serbia, Patriarch Vikenty was recently elected to succeed him. On his noti- 
fying his new appointment to Archbishop Spiridion, head of the Orthodox Church 
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of Greece, the latter sent him the following letter: 


"Your Beatitude assures us that you will safeguard the traditions 
and teaching of the Orthodox Church, Thanks to our correspondence, we are 
already linked by spiritual ties to your Beatitude, and we should like to assure 
you. tht we shall always be ready to help and defend the Holy Church of 
Serbia." E.P.S. Geneva 


Orthodox Reaction to the Assumption 


Prof. Pierre Kovalevsky, the Russian General Secretary of the inter- 
Orthodox ecumenical action committee in Paris, has detailed the position taken 
up by the Orthodox Church as regards the dogma of Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
pro claimed by the Pope on November 1, 1950: 


"]1) Belief in the assumption of the Holy Virgin has been common 
throughout the Church since the very earliest times, Even if the Feast of the 
Assumption was only fixed definitely: ~ for August 15 under the Emperor Maurice 
in 582, and the hymns for this occasion date oniy from St. John Damascene (eighth 
century), St. Cosmo of Jerusalem and St. Theophanus of Nicaea (ninth century), 
they are the resumption of a tradition which was a living force in both East 
and West from the first centuries onwards, 


"2) By Orthodox tradition, the Holy Virgin always wished not to be 
spoken of, so that St. John, who drew for fifteen years upon the source represent— 
ed by this woman who kept all the sayings of her Divine Son in her heart (Like 
ii,51), and St. Matthew and St. Mark, all say very little concerning her life. 
St. Luke, who was, according to the tradition, very closely attached to the 
Virgin, only mentions the Annunciation and the Visitation, nowhere speaks of 
the Birth or of the Presentation in the Temple, and does not allude to the 
Assumption in the Acts of the Apostles. 


"3) A dogma is, according to the Orthodox Church, 'a revedled truth, 
formulated by the Councils and accepted by the Church,' which does not apply to 
the Assumption of the Virgin, as this rests neither upon a revealed truth nor 
upon a Scriptural reference. A dogma is formulated, according to the tradition 
of the Orthodox Church, when some particular teaching of the Church is denied 
or questioned, and requires to be clarified, 


"4) The Christian East has always considered that formulas stifle 
the spirit, and that no words of man can express the depths of faith, only 
limiting instead of deepening it," E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Interchurch Conversations 


The Bishop of Derby and Dr. Nathaniel Micklem, joint chairmen of the 
conversations going on between the Church of England and the Free Churches 
regarding Church unity (see EPS No. 44) have given a summary of the report, 
recently published in a broadcast speech delivered on November 22, 


The Bishop of Derby declared that the members of the conference "are 
unanimous" in setting forth the six basic conditions (see EPS No. 44) recommend- 
ed by the report. "They are not fully unanimous in being ready to commend 
them to their respective Churches, though a majority on both sides will assured— 
ly plead for their very serious considerations... 


"Ail Christians who in their outlook desire to be true to the New Test— 
ament must believe that unity is the will of God. Members of the Church of 
England should, I think, consider the question thus: Supposing that they were 
to find themselves confronted by a particular Free Church with regard to which 
they had assurances (1) that it was orthodox in respect of the fundamentals 
of the Christian faith, and (2) that it was equipped with an episcopate contin- 
uous as to its functions, with the episcopate of the past, and linked with it 
by continuity of order, would they then be prepared to consummate intercommun- 
ion (on the basis of a fuller agreement the details of which would of course 
have to be worked out), with the Free Church in question, without. either ex- 
pecting or asking that it should break off relations with its non-episcopal 
brethren?.-.oo 


"The very fact that during the last three years responsible and ser- 
iously conducted conversations have been in precess between designated spokes-— 
men on behalf of the severed Churches, and that they have now been able to 
publish a report in which there is registered so considerable a measure of 
fundamental agreement, that fact constitutes for both sides such a challenge 
as can only be approached by sincere Christians in the spirit of penitence 
for the past, hope for the future, and prayer for the guidance of God..." 
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"An affirmative answer to it might have the effect of opening up the 
possibility of widespread, reunion between Churches which are, and always have 
been, episcopal, and Churches which, at present and as yet, do not belong to 
the episcopal family, in different parts of the world. A negative reply to 
the question, regard being had to the unyielding attitudes adopted towards re- 
union, both by the Roman Catholis and by the Orthodox Churches would have the 
effect of ruling out, either for all time or for any foreseeable future, all 
possibility of intercommunion between the Anglican Churches and Christendom 
as a whole save only for such small-scale exceptions as are constituted by the 
Qld Catholic Churches on the continent of Europe" 


ss Gres SALI AD SE slater sen ated Mea ee 


substance: If you are not really complacent aot our ae if you do 

not claim that all the difficulties are of their making, and we are guiltless, 
if it really hurts that we are not able to meet at the Table of the Lord with 
our fellow-Christians, then I am sure yow will take our Report very seriously. 


"The Bishop of Derby, speaking to his fellow-Anglicans, has asked them 
whether they would not contemplate intercommunion with a Free Church which had 
accepted episcopacy into its system. I feel sure I know the first reaction 
to that of many of you; you said to yourself: we do not want to become epis- 
copal, why should we become episcopal? We have always been in principle non- 
episcopal, even anti-episcopal... 


"In the Church of England there are many theories of episcopacy... But 
I am very much impressed with this, that all Anglicans of all shapes and sizes, 
high, broad, low or anything else, are deeply attached to episcopacy, and 
believe it to be of great importance and abiding spiritual benefit to the Church. 


"How are we, from outside, to contradict them? I think we ought to be 
very willing to believe that there are values or blessings in episcopacy which 
have never occurred to us... Remember that Anglicans are not emcerned with 
bishops as prelates, but as fathers in God... Congregational Moderators, 
Methodist or Baptist Superintendents are not called bishops, but they are 
fathers in God, and perform many of the functions of bishops, There is at 
least one Presbyterian Church, though not in this country, which actually has 
bishops which it calls bishops: Do kt us deal with spiritual realities and 
not be put off by names, 


"Of course, we cannot compromise on principles, nor can the Church of 
England; but how great a prize and how great a blessing to us and to our 
country it would be if without sacrifice of principle we could so come to- 
gether... 


"T may venture most earnestly to plead that we of the Free Churches 
let it be known that if ever the Archbishop of Canterbury, on behalf of the 
Church of England, should approach us along, the lines of this Report, his 
proposal should have our most serious and sympathetic consideration, and that 
we would not say 'No' unless, after the most careful conference and discussion 
with him, we found that we could do no other, The healing of our estrangement 
is worth any sacrifice short of disloyalty." u.P.S. Geneva 
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SUDAN Presbyterians Teach Fible to iioslem Women 


The Bible is being taught to Sudanese Moslem women as part of a liter- 
acy programme carried on by women of the United Presbyterian i:ission in North 
Sudan > 


According to Religious News Service (New York, November 14, 1950), the 
missionaries visit 1,000 Moslem women weekly in their homes, giving them 
individual instruction in reading, writing and Bible Study, The pupils are 
women from 14 to 30, who, because of the conservatism of their fathers and 
brothers, were not allowed to attend public schools and have now passed the 
age when they could enroll at an ordinary school. 


This home education programme is directed by Miss E. Verna Pillow, 
assisted by a staff of 14 teachers, most of them Sudanese women graduates 
from the Presbyterian mission's teacher~treining institute. 


Whenever a new student is accepted for the programme, the missi onaries 
make it clear that the study course will include the Bibk as well as read- 
ing and writing. And before beginning the lessons, the teachers insist on 
permission from the husband or father that the pupil may study the Scriptures, 
Virtually every economic class in North Sudan is represented.E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Lutheran Conference asks Five-Group Merger Talks 


| In complete unanimity, the American Lutheran Conference, in biennial 
session in Sioux Falls, 5.D., asked three of its member Churches to enlarge 
their merger discussions to include the other two affiliated bodies. 


The resslution referred to union talks now going on among the American 
Lutheran Church, the ivan elical Lutheran Church, and the United “vangelical 
Lutheran Church (see EPS No, 41). Tho union committees of these bodies were 
urged to invite the Augustana Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Free Church 
to discuss a possible five-way merger, 


Organic union of the five member bodies would mean the automatic dis~ 
appearance of the 20-year-old Conference. The five bodies, which were re- 
presented in Sioux Falls through 163 delegetes, have a total membership of 
about two million, and constitute about one-third of American Lutheranism. 


The action followed almost a full dey of spirited discussion on Luthe ~ 
an unity. Differences in opinion were evident wken the presidents of the 
five member bodies gave their views on recent unity proposals. All agreed 
that more unity is desirable but they disagreed on what steps should be taken 
and how soon union could be accomplished. It is interesting to note the 
differences of opinion expressed by the leaders of the 5 Churches. 


Dr. Emmanuel Poppen, President of the American Lutheran Church, warned 
against exclusion of the Lutheran Church-<liissouri Synod from union movements 
and suggested that the Suomi Synod be approached by the tripartite committee, 
as well as the Augustana and Lutheran Free Churches, 
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Dro P.O. Bersell, head of the Augustana Lutheran Church, expressed 
disappointmat that a union of all Lutherans seemed out of the question now. 
Although the Augustana was primarily interested in a more inclusive union, 
it was open to negotiations with any group. 


Dr. J.A, Aasgaard, President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church warned 
against haste in merging. He expressed hope that the Missouri Synod would 
join the National Lutheran Council andcalled for strengthening of that ovgai- 
isation.: : 


Dr. T.O, Burndtvedt, Lutheran Free Church President, said his Church 
was not too interested in union because of its history, tradition, and de- 
centralised “orm of church government, He insisted, however, that members 
of his Church were not isolationists, end indicated a personal desire to 
see his denomination included in an all-Conference merger. 


Dr. Oscar A, Benson, of Worcester, Mass;, who was elected President 
of the Conference, voiced a strong perscnal preference for a five-way Luther- 
an merger in place of the contemplated three-way union. He expressed the 
view that the tripartite merger could endanger the existence of the Conference 
weaken the National Lutheran Council, and dela:r complete Lutheran union. 
#.P.S, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Korea Relief Group Formed 


Formation of American Relief for Korea, which will coordinate the 
efforts of 54 religious and secular welfare organisations, was announced in 
Washington by Charles P, Taft of Cincinnati, former President of the Federal 
Council of Churches. 


Mr. Taft said that Clarence E. Pickett, retired Executive Secretary 
of the American Friends Service Committee, has agreed to serve as acting 
chairman, American Relief for Korea will supplement the work of the United 


Nations in the field of relief and rehabilitation. E.P.5, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Increase in Sunday School Attendance 


Attendance at Sunday school in the United States has seen a considerab- 
le increase in the years 1947-49. It is, states the General Secretary of the 
International Council of Religious Education, Dr. Roy G. Ross, speaking from 
knowledge of the latest figures, greater, for the first time in history, than 
the increase in church menbership and the corresponding growth of the American 
population, totalling 7.03% as against 5.8% and 3.64. 


An inquiry among 741 differert religious bodies, chiefly Protestant, 
but including also Catho’ic, Orthodcx and Jewish, furnished a total figure 
of 243,454 Sunday and Sabsath schools atteided in all by 26,438,849 children, 
The total number of teachers is 2,454,940, 


Though the Protestant Sunday schools account for over 90% of the total, 
continues Dr. Ross, the other groups seem to have realise] the value of Sunday 
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school work, as may be seen from the steep rises of up to 25% sometimes found 
in the statistical curves, 


Looking back on Sunday school work in the past, Dr. Ross observes 
that the years 1900-30 preduced a rapid rise. In the thirties a certain retro- 
gression was noticeable lasting till 1947, when the tide turned once more, 


The biggest increase is that of the Southern Baptist Convention with 
816,786, followed by the Methodist Church with 455;921. Of the smaller Churches 
which nevertheless number over 50,000 members, the biggest increase is that of 


the Wesley liethodist Church with 334%, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Inauguration of the National Council of Churches 


Official constitution of the new National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America is scheduled to take place on November 
29, 1950 in Cleveland (see EPS No.42). 


In a foreword of the programme of the Ccnstituting Convention, the 
Chairman of the Planning Committee for the new Council, Dr; Luther A. Weigle, 
wrote: "The new Council should be regarded not only as a more effective instrv= 
ment for common tasks but as something still more significant. It is the out- 
ward manifestation of a deepening sense of our spiritual unity in our Lord Jesus 
Christ as the one Head of the Church. It is a forward movement in the direction 
of a greater Christian unity while at the same time we preserve the Christian 
liberty which is our precious heritage.' 


The new Council iis mompos-2 of 29 Churches and 72 interdenominational 
agencies. 


The act of Constituting is to be presided over by Dr, Franklin @» Fry, 
President of the United Lutheran Church in America and Vice-chaimnan of the 
Central Cormittee of the World Council of Churches. After declaring the Council 
constituted, the people are to join in the following expression of dedication 
in unison with the Chairman: 


"And now, as a fellowship of Christian Churches, in the communion of 
the saints, in love and goodwill toward all, in gratitude for the labours and 
sacrifices of our fathers, in loving remembrance of those who have finished 
their course, acknowledging that without us their work is not made perfect, we 
invoke the blessing of God upon this National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America and dedicate the Council to His fiory and the 
service of mankind, in the name of the Father, and of the Spn ad of the Holy 


Spirit. Amen,!! E,P.S. Geneva 
GERLANY Pastor Ringhandt Released 


We learn that Pastor Siegfried Ringhandt, superintendent of the church 
district of Seelow, in the Soviet Zones, who was arrested in the beginning of 
September and imprisoned in Potsdam (see EPS Noo 39), has now been released. 

E.P.S. Geneva 
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NETHERLANDS | Ecumenical Sunday 


As in former years,the Ecumenical Council of the Nexherlands has 
appealed, in the name of its member Churches, to the local congregations of 
the country to make the second Sunday in Advent, December 10, an ecumenical 
Sunday. Prayers and sermons will centre on ecumenism, and coliections will be 
devoted to practical ecumenical work, The Council draws attention to the need 
for attracting youth to the ecumenical ideal: ecumenical preoccupations will 
be dealt with in the sermons preached at youth services on this Sunday. 

E.P.o. Geneva 


FRANCE Federation of Christian Institutions 


A Federation of Christian Instituticns has just been legally constitut-— 
ed in France, and has set up its headquarters on the premises of the Protestant 
Federation of France, 47 rue de Clichy, Paris. 


The aim of this body is to serve the Protestant social organisations 
in widely-varying fields, such as general policy, spiritual action, material 
organisation, adaptation to present circumstances. It will further enable 
Protestant institutions as a whole to be represented with authority in their 
dealings with those holding public office. 


At a time en the nation, through its State institutions, is taking 
more and more into its own charge education, re-education, and social services 
of all kinds, it is necessary and urgent that Christian service, and the love 
that acts not only through human solidarity but in the name of Jesus, should 
become part of this great stream of mutual aid and assistance. E.P.S. Geneva 


GERIANY ' Co-operative Fovmenical Study of Missi ons 


Prof, Freytag, of Hamburg, Director of Missions, is to be deputy chair- 
man of the "German Ecumenical Study Committee" recently started in Frankfurt/M. 
by the Working Fellowship of Christian Churches in Germany. 


The Committee is intended to complemmt and propagate the work of the 
Frankfurt Ecumenical Centre run by Pastor W. Menn by co-~crdinating the scient- 
ific studies of all the German Churches belonging to the World Council with 
those of the World Council Study Department and the Commission of Faith and 
Order. E,P.o. Geneva 


GER. ANY East Zone Evangelical Churchmen study 


Orthodoxy and Russian Life 


Representatives of all the regional Churches of the German Evangelical 
Shurch situated in the eastern zone of Germany took part in a conference designed 
to provide a study of and insight into the life of the Orthodox Church, of Russ- 
ian people nd of the Soviet state, reports the Evangelical Church Press Service 
of Bethel—Bielefeld, 
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Conducted by Pastor Dr, Rose, the confsrence paid particular atten- 
tion to the basic factors of church life in the Hast, notably the Byzantine 
theology of the Middle Ages and its relationship to concepts of the rdle of the 
State. Dr. Rose addressed the conference on the subject of humanis-s, and relig-— 
lous problems in Soviet literature, After readings of recent Russian poetry, 
he pointed out that in order to understand the present day situation in the 
U.5.5.R., it is insufficient only to study political literature. In order to 
enter in to the soul of the people,. it is necessary to read contemporary poetry, 
which does not provide entertainment but is rather a combative literature based 
on ideology. Desire was expressed for continuing the examination of various 
aspects of this problem in study circles. The next meeting will be concerned 
with the spiritual proclamation and the culture of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


uxtract from a Circular Letter from the Moscow Exarch 
to his Western Flock 


The Western European Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate, Archbishop 
Photy, who has his headquarters in Vilno, Lithuania, has addressed a message of 
greeting to his Russian adherents in Western Europe, to which is appended a 
letter to "Western Orthodox Christians" speaking languages other than Russian. 
This group, which numbers some thousands, represents a new branch of the Russ- 
ian Patriarchate's Western European Exarchate, It has, states Archbishop Photy, 
not yet provided itself with a definite constitutional form corresponding to 
its scope. "This is understandable in view of the recency with which it came 
into being and of the concatenation of unforeseen circumstances which has some- 
times prevented our wishes in this matter from being put into speedy effect. It 
is necessary that the Western Orthodox Church should be strengthened and extend- 
ed both quantitatively and qualitatively, but it is also consequently desirable 
and appropriate that it should have its om bishop within the Exarchate. This 
question is. to be considered and studied in detail, so that a process which is 
bound to come about may do so, bringing obvious benefits and not leading later 
to any regrettable misunderstandings,." 


There are in addition other serious qmestions of topizal importance 
concerning Western Orthodoxy which are still awaiting solution. "Among them 
are, for instance, liturgical problems, the publication of a church periodical 
of our own in French, and’ various others.... We assume", writes Archbishop Photy, 
concluding the principal section of his letter, "that these things will not be 
left waiting too long, and that by the grace of God it will prove possible in 
the not too distant future to put into effect a comprehensive and constructive 


programme." E.P.S. Geneva 
Uso. Ry Ordinssion of the First Chinese Orthodox Bishop 


We learn from the issue for November 14 of "Messenger", the periodical 
published in Paris by the Western Europe Exarchate of the lioscow Patriarchate;. 
that for the first time a Chinese has been ordained as a bishop of the Orthodox 
Churche The ceremony, which took place in Moscow, was celebrated by Patriarch 
Alexey, two metropolitans, an archbishop and two bishops. The new bishop has 
his see in Tsian-Sin, China. E.P.S. Geneva 


NOTE:~ We apologize for an error in No. 44 of November 24, 1950. Please read 
on page 330 under SWITZERLAND: ..cindigenous commune.s.e.o 
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Theological Education in East and West Africa 


Far-reaching proposals for the remodelling of the training of the Christ-— 
ian ministry in «ast and West Africa are contained in a report by Bishop Stephen 
Neill, Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


The report was the outcome of a tour through Tanganyika, Uganda, Kenya, 
Nigeria, the Gold Coast and Sierra Leone which Bishop Neill undertook in April, 
May and June, 1950, on behalf of the International Missionary Council (see EPS 
No. 22). 


This survey was part of a larger survey of theological education in the 
whole of Africa south of the Sahara which is being undertaken by the Internation- 
al Missionary Council. It arises out of the conviction, expressed as far back 
as the Tambaram Conference of 1938, that the training of the ministry is the 
weakest line in the missionary enterprise. 


Bishop Neill in his report is emphatic on the urgency, opportunity and 
peril with wonich present conditions in Africa confront the Christian Church, 
"Tt is hardly an exaggeration to say that in fifty years' time, tropical Africa 
might well be in the main a Christian country, taking perhaps the place of a 
paganised Europe as the main centre of Christian life in the world," The pro- 
posals of his report are meant not only to meet the challenge of the ‘emerging 
intelligentsia of Africa but also to place the ministry and the Church firmly 
in the setting of African culture and community life, 


Recruitment of the Ministry:~ Special consideration is given to the re- 
cruitment of the ministry, both in relation to the changing economic standards 
of African life and to the need of securing vocations to the ministry before 
possible ordinands have become too deeply committed to obligations and ties of 
African family life, Work among students needs to be extended to high schools 
with this end, among others, in view; youth work needs to be taken far more 
deeply into the work of the African ministry. 
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The probiem of Janguage:-- The question of wht language or languages 
should be the medium cf instruction has greatly concerned Bishop Neill's mind, 
but his conclusion is that "the time has come when all theological education on 
the ministerial levei. should be put into English", the language which will open 
to them the riches of older Churches. At the same time both Africans and Mission- 
aries engaged in :inisterial training need to pay far more attention to the way 
the African mim actually works; this requires experimentation in new ways of 
teaching Church history, pastoralia and the background of African studies, as 
well as in new types of text books. 


Family Life:- Such an African setting, both in formal teaching and in 
ways of worship, needs to be strengthened by being conducted in the milieu of 
African family life, To this end Bishop Neill recommends tht "all theological 
schools should consider whether they should make provision for the accommodation 
of families" and they should "plan the whole of theological training on the basis 
of a Christian community", 


Setting vp Union Institutions:— Detailed reco .endations are made in 
reagrd to existing institutions in al] the territories visited by Bishop Neill, 
bus his main recommendation is the setting up of three central church colleges -— 
in Uganda, near University College at Makerere, in Nigeria at Ibadan, and in the 
Gold Coast either near the new University or in Kumasi, These central colleges 
would need to be union institutions, serving several Churches and a wide area, 
and in close relation to the new universities. They would influence the whole 
theological training of the Churches in East and West Africa, 


Im existing institutions there is urgen: need to separate the training 
of teachers from the training of catechists, and the training of catechists from 
that of the ordained ministry. Special attention should be paid to the needs 
of Northern Nigeria where a new united college is highly desirable, 


Facing the Risks of Christian Unity:- While he is very much aware of the 
difficulty of conducting union theological institutions, Bishop Neill insists 
that the local Churches and councils should not only carefully consider the costs 
and conditions of such joint enterprises, but should be prepared to take the 
risks involved in the interest of growing Christian wity in the future, 


Interchange of Thought:- In general Bishop Neill was impressed by the 
isolation in which theological teachers and institutions work in Africa and com— 
mends the possibility of periodical conferences of theological teachers from 
different areas and more interchange of thought and discussion on methods, books 
and syllabuses, 


Ag regards the tiaological training of Africans overseas Bishop Neill 
expresses the view that Africans should be sent abroad for advanced theological 
training only after they have received an adequate grounding in Africa. 


The Share of the Local Church: The Share of the local Church, not merely 


ee ee ee eee een 


in the support of the ministry when trained but in the development and support of 
theological education, is a matter which requires far more emphasis than it has 
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received hitherto, The large adjustments and re-allocation of resources which 
Bishop Neill's proposals involve can only be carried through on the basis of 

an intelligent and convinced interest of the local Church in the training of its 
mini stry r) 


International Committee Needed: Bishop Neill's final recommendation 
is that a special committee should be set up on an international basis under the 
auspices of the International Missionary Council which should be concerned with 
the whole field of African theological education, Such action will be needed 
not only in relation to the present report but to the further surveys on theol- 
Ogical education which are being undertaken in other parts of Africa, 


Bishop Neill's report is now under consideration by the International 
Missionary Council and by its constituent Councils and Conferences in Britain 
and Europe, in North America and in the African territories concerned. It will, 
however, prove of great interest to a much wider constituency, since it deals 
with some of the most pressing problems of the Church in an area where there is 


not only immense opportunity but also immense peril. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Commission's Report 


if 


on Total ‘jar Froblems 


A report entitled "The Christian Conscience and Weapons of Mass Destruct= 
tion" was presented on November 27 at Cleveland to the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America by Bishop Angus Dun, as Chairman of the special 
committee appointed by the Council to study the moral implications of oblitera- 
tion bombinb and the military use of weapons of mass destruction. "This ugly 
thing which we call war, hanging over our common humanity, is not something new 
esse But the dimensions of the evil in any major conflict are now so heightened 
as to face us with something new... After the earliest days when the Christian 
community was a little persecuted minority in a pagan society, without politic- 
al responsibilities, the overwhelming majority of Christians have held that there 
are times when Christians should take the sword and fight as very imperfect 
servants of God's justice..." 


; "If global war comes and, with it,-resort to still more powerful means 
of obliteration bombing, all of us will be caught up in it, men, women and child- 
ren, believers and unbelievers, soldiers and civilians,.. those of us who are 
Church people cannot divorce ourselves from those who carry for us the heavy 
burdens of political and military decisions." 


The r@ort thm proceeds to consider the decisions which Christians 
might makes 
Hee 
The following is a summary and excerpts from the main body of the 
document which involves some 15 pages in totals 
The Christian Conscience and the 
Weapons of. Mass Destruction 
The report of the Commission appointed by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ asks the question:- "What. decisions are open to us?" It points 
out that the clearest and least ambiguous alternative urged by uncompromising 
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pacifist Christians is thet the refusal of all kinds of military service and an 
unqualified witness agains war and for peace is for then the will of God, 
"Pacifists and non~pacifist Christ’ans can probably agree that, as men are, 
responsible’ political leaders could nct take the pacifist position and continue 
to hold positions of effective political leadership..- The large majority of 
professing Christians are not pacifists, but, with them, see in war a Sign of 
man's godlessness... Faced with the lawlessness of our world of nations, most 
Christians see no way of serving the righteousness of God in the presence of 
brutal and irresponsibie violence, save by taking responsible collective action 
against aggression within the framevork of the United Nations," 


"Christians who have decided that in the last resort they may de compelled 
to accept the terrible responsibilities of warfare are now confronted with these 
questions: Does that mean warfare without any limits? Does thatmean warfare 
with any weapons which man's ingenuity can provide?" The report distinguishes 
between concepts of "Total War", This, in the sense "of the envolvement of the 
whole nation..., cannot be avoided if we have a najor war at all", The report 
affirms that Christians can never consent to total war in the second sense, "in 
which all moral restraints are thrown aside and all the purposes of the communi ty 
are fully controlled by sheer military expediency", 


The report continues: "A distinction cen be drawn between precision 
weapons, which can be directed with reasonable control at primary military ob-— 
Jectives, and weapons of mass destruction, But we are compelled to recognise 
that the increasing distance from which bombs or projectiles are released and 
the speed of planes and guided missiles are likely to offset all gains in pre~ 
Cisioneses the abandonment of atomic weapons would not eliminate mass destruction 
cece New weapons may produce comparable results, The real moral line between 
what may be done or not be done by the Christian lies... in the realm of the 
motives for using and the consequence of using all kinds of weapons. 


"The destruction of life clearly incidental to the destruction of de- 
cisive military objectives, for example, is radicaily different from mass 
destruction which is aimed primarily at the lives of Civilians, their morale and 
the sources of their livelihood.... Unhappily we see little hope at this time 
of a trustworthy international agreement that would effectively prevent the manu= 
facture or use of weapons of mass destruction by any nation, This should not 
deter us from the search for such an agreement, perhaps as part of a general dis- 
armament programme, and for a restoration of mutual confidence that would make an 
agreement possible or effective," 


"So lang as the existing situation holds, for the United States to aban- 
don its atomic weapons, a to give an impression that they would not be used, 
would leave the non-communist world with totally inadequate defence.... We be— 
lieve that American military strength, which must include atomic weapons as long 
as any other nation may possess them is an essentialf actor in the possibility 
of preventing both world war andtyranny, If atomic weapons or other weapons of 
parallel destructiveness are used against us or our friends in Europe or Asia, 
we believe that it would be justifiable for our government to use then in retalia— 
tion with all possible restraint, We come to this conclusion with troubled spirits 
but any other conclusion would leave our own people and the people of other nations 
open to continuing devstation and to probable defeat. ooo" 
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"The avoidance é£ global war without surrender to tyranny is the one 
great isstie overriding all others... We must put behind us as a satanic tempta-— 
tion the dangerous idea of a 'prevetsive war', which is clearly bound up with 
the faithless and defeatist idea that war is inevitableoce. Communism is more 
than the tyranny, and imperial ambitions of the Soviet rulers, It is also a 
political religion, whose promises of a universal, classless s:ciety, tragically 
perverted though they have been, still carry a Gynamic appeal to those oppressed 
by harsh and unjust conditions. To overcome such conditions reqmires non-military 
measures... Even if tle Soviet Union were defeated in sucha war, that would not 
necessarily mean the defeat of Communism, much less the successful defence of 
democracy, The world in the aftermath of such a war would be ripe for anarchy or 
for totalitarian movements promising men bread and security, rather than for the 
freedoms we seek to extend," 


"If we are to maintain and renew the political and moral health of our 
nation, Christians must stand firmly against public hysteria and against all 
attempts to exploit the fears of our people in these critical days... With freedom 
in world-wide jeopardy, the Church must kad men and women to the true source of 
freedom, that He Who makes us free may be our constant guide... Only a bold and 
imaginative strategy, supported by self-discipline and devotion, has a chance of 
SuccesSee. The policies pursued must carry conviction that the non-Soviet societ-— 
ies are morally impregnable to totalitarian infiltration, as well as militarily 
strong to make overt aggression too hazardous... The dominant motives of peace 
strategy should be positive and creative, Every opportunity to develop friendly 
contacts with the Soviet peoples, or to draw Soviet representatives into the 
constructive activities and fellowship of the non-Soviet nations, should be 
utilized... 


In the forefront of a positive peace programme is the plan to provide 
technical assistance and help secure financial assistance for the development 
of underdeveloped nations... In Eastern Asia and the Pacific area there are 
millions of men struggling up out of poverty and ignorance... These peoples 
have suffered for generations the indignity of being treated by white men as 
‘inferior breeds'... In Western Europe and the Atlantic area there are peoples 
out of which our ow: inheritance has come most directly... They now stand between 
the two great centres of power, They fear that if they have to be liberated by 
us they will be a waste land. And ordinary men will take their chance of tyranny 
af the only alternative they can see is a waste land, In our co.uion peril, we 
desperately need the friendship of these peoples, too and their strength... We 
shall not win their confidence if they can reasonably suspect that we seek to 
build them up to be buffers between us and the great centre of power we fear, 
instead of seeking the welfare of their peoples for themselves.., .e and they 
Share a common destiny. Together we are called to meet it in comradeshipeess." 


The Russian people share our common human needs and fears and hopes and 
sensibilities. They too, we are sure, want peace, if for no other reason than 
that like us they have such a dread of war, We must ask ourselves again and 
again: 'Have we exhausted every means of speaking to them or to take their land 
from them and of saying to them that we do nob desire to destroy them or to take 
their land from them or to convert them by force? Have we repudiated in ourselves 
the things we have done or the things said in our name that could make it plaus-— 
ible to the people of Russia that we will their destruction!?" 
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".se0 In the sight of God we are persuaded that our desperate times 

~ call for a mighty and costly drive for political and moral revival and unity of 
the free world, and beyond that for reconciliation... Are we Americans willing 
to spend and be spent for peace even more than for war?" 


"The special task of the Churches in our time as in every time is to cry 
out to men: 'Behold your God!..,. Beholding Him, we can be delivered from the 
ultimate fears and from the hysteria out of which no wisdom can come for meeting 
the terrors of our time.. From Him Who 'would fold both heaven and earth in a 
single peace! there comes even in our darkness that strange word: 'Be not anxious'," 
concludes the report, 


The r@ ort is signed by Bishop Angus Dun as Chairman and by the follow- 
ing members of the Commission:' Edwin E, Aubrey; Chester I, Barnard; John C. 
Bennett; Conrad Jel. Bergendoff; Arthur H. Compton; John R. Cunningham; Peter 
K. Emmons; Theodore Me Greene; Walter M. Horton; Al’-exrt T- Mollegen; Hames H. 
Nichols; Reinhold Niebuhr; George F. Thomas; Paul J. Tillich, William W. Way- 
mack, Two members of the Commission, Robert C. Calhoun and Georgia Harkness, 
though in agreement with sections of the report did not feel able to sign it 
owing to disagreement particularly to the section on war and weapons of mass’ , 


destructions: E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Council Names New Officers 


(Cleveland, Ohio):— The Right Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, has been elected as first president 
of the newly-formed National Council of the Churches of Christ in America, a 
cooperative agency which will serve twenty-five Protestant denominations and 
four sastern Orthodox bodies, representing nearly 32,000,000 church members (see 
EPS No. 45). 


Blected as vice-presidents at large were: Mrs. Mildred lcAfee Horton of 
New York, former President of Wellesley College; Mrs. Abbie Clement Jackson of 
Louisville, Ky., Executive Secretary of the Women's Home and Foreign |.issionary 
Society of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; Dr. M.E. Sadler of Fort 
Worth, Tex., Président of Texas Christian University; and Mr. HaroH B, Stassen 
of Philadelphia, President of the University of Pennsylvania. 


New General Secretary of the Council is the Rev. Dr. 2amual McCrea 
Cavert of New York, General Secretary of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America since 1921. Associate Gene:al Secretary is the Rev. Dr. Roy 
G. Ross, General Secretary of the International Council of Religious Education 
since 1936. 


Pledging itself to combat every political system "nourished" on material- 
ism, the Council, in a message to the Churches, called upon the Christians of 
America to exercise calmness, self-control, and courage at a time of growing 
peril. The message continued: 


Without hysteria, without hatred, without undue impatience, without mak- 
ing national interest our chief end, but shaping our own policies in the light of 
the aims of the United Nations, without relaxing our positive services to the 
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other peoples of the world, and in complete repudiation of the lying dogma that 

war is inevitable, let us live and, if need be, die as loyal members of the world 

community to which Christ summons us and to which we of the Council are dedicated." 
E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Women Support Interchurch Cooperation 

(Cincinnati):- Nearly a quarter of a million American Fvotestant women 
have placed themselves on record in favour of wrld—wide Christian cooperation, 
according to an announcement made at the biennial assembly of the United Council 
of Church Women in Cincinnati, 0. 


The disclosure was made by lirs, B. Wallace Hamilton of New York, nation- 
al Chairman of the Council's Ecumenical Register of Church Women, a project 
launched last Janvary in all parts of the U.S.A. to obtain support for inter- 
church cooperation, 


Registrations to date total 235,000 women, and reports are still coming 
in from communities across the country, she stated, Final figures are not ex 
pected for some months. Each women who registered contributed a maximum of a 
dollar as a token of her interest in the ecumenical movement. The money will be 
used to promote the work of women in the Church, especially the york of the World 
Council of Churches, and to enlarge the scope of state and local councils of 
church women, 


Mrs, Hamilton said one of the best results of the registration effort 
was the creation of about 150 new local councils, bringing the total of affiliated 
councils to 1,775. Anothe’ important effect has been to help women see how their 
local congregations are part of the cooperative effort of the Church both here 


and abroad, « E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STAT ES President signs Bible "Good Will Book" 


President Truman, in a White House ceremony, Signed a two-volume "Good 
Will Book", which the American Bible Society is sending to the Japan Bible Society. 


The President's was the last of 33,466 signatures which come from more 
than 14,000 cities, towns and villages in every state, as well as the District 
of Columbia, Hawaii and Alaska, and 15 foreign countries. The signers have con- 
tributed to a fund which will enable the Japan Bible Society to print and distrib- 


ute 4,700,000 Scriptures in the Japanese language, E.P.S. Geneva 
GR2AT BRITAIN The Church Missionary Society and the 


Prime Minister's Visit to Washington 


The following is the text of a letter sent to the Prime iiinister, Mr. 
Attlee, Friday, December 1, 1950, on the eve of his departure for America, and 
Signed on behalf of the Church Missionary Society (C.M.S.) by its President, Mr. 
Kenneth G, Grubb, C.M.G. The C.M.S. is the largest Church of England missionary 
society. 
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"On behalf of the Church liissionary Society I would beg to send you 
our respectful good wishes as you go to Washington for consult ation with the 
President of the United States, 


"The presence in China today of fifty missionaries of this Society, 
working in harmonious fellowship with their Chinese fellow-Christians, is a 
reminder of the basis on which alone international justice ad peace are likely 
to be established, 


"We recognize that this presupposes common agreement on basic principles, 
and that in the realm of international affairs such agreement does not apprear 
to be near at hmd, Nevertheless we pray that your deliberations with Hr, Tru- 
man may be informed by Christian insights; and that no chance, however slender, 
of reaching a just and peaceful settlement of the present conflict in the Far 
East, should be ignored for want of confidence in the good faith of any of the 
parties involved,'" E.P.S. Geneva 


World Council helps found New Orthodox Parish 
oe cease esiemente tes estas eee eee sia MO UR FALLEN 


A new parish of the Russian Orthodox Church, composed largely of ex- 
refugee immigrants, was offocially instituted at Niteroi, a suburb of Rio de 
Janeiro, capital of Brazil. The foundation members number 111, but many more 
Orthodox faithful live in the district, 


| The Archbishop in Brazil, Dr. Theodosius Samoilovitch, of Sao Paulo, 
officiated at the liturgy held to solemnize the formation of the parish, Since 
it does not yet possess a building of its own, it will for the present enjoy the 
hospitality of the Anglican Church in Niteroi, where the inaugural service was 
held on November 12, 1950, 


A gift of Cruzeiros 15,090 (worth about $550) was handed to the parish 
committee at tle constituent meeting on Septembe? 17, 1950, by the Rev. Guido 
Tornquist, representative of the Refugee Service of the World Vouncil (as also 
of the Lutheran World Federation's Service to Refugees) under the auspices of 


the Evangelical Federation of Brazil. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERI ANY No Limitations to Communion 


The second Synod for the Province of the Evangelical Church in the 
Rhinelandat its latést meeting in Velbert decided to admit without restriction 
to its services of Holy Communion those belonging to another confession recognis— 
ed within the Evangelical Church in Germany. This decision serves to establish 
a usage already observed in all parishes in the Rhineland, It has, however, 
according to the Synod, been formally acknowledged in order to preclude any 
unbrotherly attitude as regards the question of Communion, which would be bound 
to kad to a deterioratiori in the fellowship so far existing between Churches. 

g.P.S, Geneva 
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GERMANY Declaration by the Church Synod of 
Hesse-Nassau on the "Niemdller Case" 
dben | hide Dahdee sche ES abel arte Lote ele beeen adhe Td 


The first extraordinary session of the Church Synod of Hesse—Nassau 
on November 30 concluded its discussions concerning its Church President, Dr, 
Niemoller, md his utterances (see EPS No. 44), with the following statement: 


"The Church Synod of the Evangelical Church in Hesse—Nassau hereby 
declares that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not only a message for the inner 
life of the individual, but one that places our whole social, economic and 
political way of dealing under a sense of responsibility before God. For this 
reason, every Protestant Christian is free and entitled to adopt what attitude 
_ he pleases to questions of public life, This responsibility was often, in former 
times, not taken with sufficient seriousness among Protestant Christians. 


"The Synod recognises that President Niemdller has, on the basis of 
this responsibility, raised for public discussion a question of vital importance 
for our people, which no Christian can pass by in silence. The Synéd is aware 
that fellowship in the Christian faith does not necessarily lead to uniform 
decision as regards one particular political question, and that hence even the 
question of rearmament may be differently answered in the faith. 


"The Synod hopes that all office—bearers of the Church — and the wider 
the circle by which they are heard, the more this applies - will, in their 
political utterances, for the sake of their service to the Gospel which is 
incumbent upon them all, use the utmost reserve in their mode of expression, 
avoid unnecessarily caustic comments, and avail themselves of the counsel of 
their brethren." E.P.S. Geneva 
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Ecumenical Action in Days of Crisis 


During the last weeks officers of the World Council of Uhurches, of the 
International Missionary Council, and of their common agency: the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, have been in constant communication with 
each other and with church leaders in various countries about the international 
sitvation. The main steps which have been taken as a result of these discussions 
are the following: the wide circulation of an address, made on November 30 to 
the Cleveland Convention by Dr. F.0. Nolde on "A Programme of Christian Respon- 
sability in the Intemationa!. Order" (printed copies available from C.C.I.A., 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York); a communi:ation from the Bishop of Chichester to 
the British Government; a communication from Bishop Sherrill to President Truman 
(in this issue of E.P.S.); a Call to Prayer from the Bishop of Chichester (in 
this issue of E.P.S.). Further steps are under consideration. E.P.S. Geneva 


Prayer for Peace 


The Bishop of Chichester (Dr. G.K.A. Bell), as Chairman of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, has requested all Churches which are 
members of the World Council, and all Christian people whom the World Council of 
Churches can reach, to pray earnestly that God may guide the Nations to a just 
and lasting peace, 


He recommends the use of the following prayer: 


"Almighty God, our heavenly Father, guide, we beseech Thee, the nations 
of the world into the way of justice and truth, and establish among them that 
peace which is the fruit of righteousness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 

b.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES National Council addresses the President 


Nae Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, President of the new National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America (see EPS No. 46) sent 
on December 6, 1950, the following letter to the President of the United States, 
Harry S. Truman: 


"My dear lir. President, 


"IT am addressing you in my capacity as President of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, It was a matter of genuine regret to 
themany thousands of churchmen assembled at our Constituting Convention in 
Cleveland that you were unable personally to address us on this occasion. 


"You have been informed by telegram that the Convention of the National 
Council was keeping you in its prayerful remembrance, Be assured that our people, 
far and wide, continue to pray for you to tke end that the United Nations, with 
the full participation of our country, may act under God to secure with justice 
the enduring welfare of mankind, 


"Upon the urging of many colleagues, I communicate to you what apparently 
represents a prevailing opinion in the leadership of the National Council. We 
fully recognise that those who now oppose decisions of the United Nations may 
force upon us the catastrophe of a global war. The preponderant majority re- 
luctantly accepts the necessity of military strength to serve as a deterrent to 
aggression, and wherever aggression occurs, as a means of opposing it. Notwith- 
Standing, it is essential for us to shape our policies on principles of justice 
and good will and with the perspective of history. For this reason I stress par- 
ticularly the following points, not with the presumption of imparting new infor- 
mation, but rather with the purpose of reflecting the support of our constituency 
for a procedure which will commend itself to the Christian conscience. 


"First, our people and our Government should in those trying days avoid 
hysteria which robs action of moral perspective and political wisdom. Especially 
must we resist the hysteria which would call for the use of the atomic bomb with- 
oub regard for the larger moral and political considerations, 


"Second, our people and our Government should guard against self-— 
righteousness and hatred which give impulse to a holy or a preventive war. 


"Third, our people and our Government should guard against false pride | 
and face-saving tendencies which close the door to open-minded and effective ne- 
gotiations. We must be constantly willing to review our policies, especially as 
they apply to particular situations, We should manifest consistent readiness to 
entertain offers of negotiation by intermediate and smaller nations and even pro- 
posals from Soviet sources, so long as justice may thereby be served. 


"Fourth, our people and our Government must guard against unilateral 
action in accordance with our obligations as a member of the United Nationse The 
decision of the United Nations to take international police action against aggres- 
sion is a hopeful factor which should be retained and strengthened. 
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"The foregoing points are among those contained in an address by Dre 0. 
Frederick Nolde which was delivered before the Convention of the National Council 
at Cleveland and should be interpreted in the light of the fuller analysis there- 
in developed. The favourable reception accorded this address and the formal 
action of the Convention authorising that it be printed and communicated to our 
highest representatives in Government warrant the assumption that it reflected 
a generally prevailing point of view. 


"T have reason to believe that church leaders in other lands are ex— 
pressing to their governments judgments similar to those which I have ventured 


to communicate to you,' E.P.5. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Russian Orthodox Sobor 


The spiritual relationship of the:Russian Orthodox Church of North 
America with the Patriarchal Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow has been modified 
by the All-American Sobor held on December 7, at the Russian Orthodox Procathedral 
of the Holy Virgin Protection in New York, 


Metropolitan Leonty, fomer Archbishop of Chicago and liinneapolis, was 
installed as successor to the late Metropolitan Theophilus. The Sobor decided 
against the use in prayers of the name of Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in Moscow. Prayers will be continued, however, for Orthodox 
patriarchs, bishops, clergy and the "suffering Orthodox Church" in Russiao 


At a dinner held in New York in the honour of the new lietropolitan Leonty 
Dr. 7A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, was 
a guest speaker, 


The Russian Orthodox Church of North America represents the largest body 
of Russian Orthodox in North America. There are also much smaller bodies, re- 
presenting the Exarchate of the Moscow Patriarchate and the so-called Karlovci 
Synod, the latter having at its head Metropolitan Anasthasy, formerly in Muniche 

@.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Lords Debate Religious Persecution 

On November 29, in the House of Lords, the Archbishop of York initiated 
a motion to ask His Majesty's Government tc bring before the United Nations Organ- 
isation the persecution of religion in Communist-controlled States. 


The Archbishop drew attention to five kinds of persecution: first, a 
press and radio campaign against bishops and church leaders; second, suppression 
of Church schools, and the use of education for anti-religious ends; third, an 
attack on the property and institutions of the Church; fourth, legislation to 
bring the Church into compkte subordination to the State; finally, direct per- 
secution and imprisonment of Church leaders and intimidation of the laity. 


The Bishop of Chichester, in the course of the de ate, referred to the 
World Council of Churches, as including and rejoicing in ‘ellowship with Churches 
now suffering in Communist states. He said: The best defence of religion is 


No. 47 - December 15, 1950 -4-. 351 


better and more vital religion, more unity among the Churches, more facing of 


the facts of the human situation in the Churches, and « regeneration of religion 
itself. 


In the course of a discussion lasting nearly three hours in which ten 
lay members took part, after an assurance that "His Majesty's Government will 
continue to watch for opportunities of further action which can properly be taken 
within the terms of their Charters in this and other appropriate international 
bodies", it was agreed that no further action should be taken at that time. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


INDONES TA Ambon Church in Need 


A message from the Church in Ambon to the World Council of Churches con- 
tains the information that during the recent military conflict all church build- 
ings in the city of Ambon have been destroyed and that the Ambon Church, one of 
the oldest and largest Christian bodies in Indonesia, is in great need. The 
World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council plan to send 
jointly a representative to Ambon to investigate the situation and to initiate 


measures of relief and reconstruction, E.P.S. Geneva 
NETHERLA NDS New Church Order of the Netherlands Reformed Church 


On December 7, 1950, the General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church, 
meeting at Woudschoten, Zeist, accepted the new church order by 76 votes against 
14. 

The acceptance of this church order means a turning point in the history 
of the Netherlands Reformed Church, In 1815 a number of regulations had been 
imposed upon the Church, depriving her of her presbyterial character. In the 
nineteenth century several attempts to reorganise the Church were made but failed 
owing to inner tensions within the Church, The war years brought a deeper under- 
standing of the fact that the Church can only justify her existence when it seeks 
to serve the people, 


The years of war brought many church leaders together in concentration 
camps. Among them were: Prof. H. Kraemer, now irector of the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey, Prof. W. Banning, Director of "Kerk en Wereld" (Church and World) 
Institute, and Dr. K.H.E. Gravemeijer, Secretary of the Synod of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church during the war. After the liberation these three visited the 
congrerations, initiated conversations between the different parties within the 
Church and thus aroused a new sense of common responsibility for the Church as 
a whole. 


Shortly after the liberation the old Synod was dissolved and replaced by 
the new General Synod, the members of which are chosen by 45 district councils of 
the Church, 


One of the first tasks of the Synod was to draft a new church order which 
was to give back to the Church her character of confessing Church. The Commission 
for church order presented a first draft to the General Synod in November 1947. 
This draft has now been finally accepted. Its two main characteristics are: that 
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the Church conceives its primary task to be its apostolic witness and ministry 
in the world and that it defines its foundation as the confession of God's reve- 
lation in grateful cbedience to the Holy Scriptures and in communion with the 
faith of the fathers, 


Activities formerly undertaken by private persons and Christian societ- 
ies are now being performed by the Church. The Synod is now assisted by a great 
number of agencies such as the Youth Council, the Church and World Institute, . 
the Councils for Church and Family, Publicity, Church and Education, etc. About 
60 full-time officers are thus employed by the Church at large, In 1940 the 


synodal office comprised one minister and two clerks, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES U.N. "Meditation Room" opened 


Mir. Trygve Lie, Secretary-General of the United Nations, has arranged 
for a room for meditation and prayer at the Lake Success headquarters of the 
Council, Opened on December 5, the room was set up at the suggestion of relig- 
ious groups including the World Council of Churches (see EFS No. 40/1949) . 


Formerly a delegate's typing room, the meditation room is furnished 
as a non-denominational chapel with, according to 'The New York Times', "an 
altar-like arrangement of the sixty member nation's flags which are arched 
before a hidden light and are set on a white linen cloth," 


In questioning delegations about the possible use of the room before 
the final arrangements were made, World Council officials reported that the 
delesates had expressed interest, and that a Moslem delegate had said: "I am 
already having quiet periods three times a day, in telephone booth No. 4." 

E.P.5. Geneva 


GERMANY Peace Appeal of the Evangelical Church in Germany 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany met at Stuttgart from 
Jecember 5-6, presided over by its Chairman, ™*-hop Otto Dibelius, of Berlin, 
with Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hanover, its Vice-Chairman, and passed unanimously 
the following resolution: 


"While Christendom is preparing to celebrate Christmas, peace on earth 
appears more gravely threatened than ever before. In this situation, the Council 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany speaks to the Churches of the world:- 


ae We feel impelled to draw the attention of our Christian brothers through- 
out the world to the fact that conditions in Germany are pressing towards a develop- 
ment of the most critical character. If new solutions are not found, a fresh ca- 
tastrophe appears almost inevitable. 


"The division of Germany by the Iron Curtain has become, not only for 
our nation, but for Europe and for the world; a source of danger out of which 
unpredictable harm can arise. If steps are not taken soon to secure a positive 
solution, the most powerfully armed faces in the world will be confronting one 
another on the soil of our country. Hopes for a peaceful solution of the crisis 
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Nils In this most dangerous situation we beg, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
that all Churches in the world will do their utmost to preserve peace, 


"We ask them in particular to urge, through their national Governments, 
upon the United Nations that concrete measures be taken without delay, to avert 
the danger. 


"We are not in a position to present direct political proposals. It 
must be left to the Governments and to the United Nations to consider whether 
a further conference of the Powers, or action by the United Nations, or any 
other measure, is the appropriate means, We can only ask that the Governments 
of the world should exercise their responsibility and enter upon new paths to- 
wards the pacification of the world without concern for special national inte - 
ests or for considerations of prestige. 


VI ITs We ask the Christian Churches of the world to join with us in this 
Christmas season in prayer for the preservation of the peace," 


The Council also decided to request Churches in other countries to 
urge upon their Government's rectification of the position of various categor— 
ies of Germanssentenced for war crimes, suggesting that some of the older prison- 
ern might be amnestied and tle cases of some other groups of younger prisoners 
should be re-examined in the interests of justice. This proposal, formulated 
according to categories and not according to individual instances, is being 
_ forwarded to the respective Churches in other countries both in the West and 


in the East, E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Separate "Church Administration"? 


The Ministerial Council for the Soviet Zone province of Brandenburg 
has decided that with effect from January 1, the State support for the Church 
will be paid only to a "Church Administration for Berlin and Brandenburg" estab- 
lished in tht province. The Brandenburg Provincial Government has stated that 
it does not recognise the measures taken by the overall church administration 
functioning in West Berlin (under Bishop Dibelius) against certain pastors for 
their activities in the Communist National Front. The stipends of those thus 
proceeded against will in future be paid direct out of the State subsidies, 


In answer to the decision of the Brandenburg Ministerial. Council, it 
is, according to statements in the Berlin papers, being declared in church 
circles that the Church in Germany forms one unit, and that State boundaries 
are not to be regarded as boundaries of the Church. Beyond all doubt, it is 
added, the clergy in the Province of Brandenburg, with negligible exceptions, 
have adhered to their legal administration, vhose headquarters for Berlin and 


Brandenburg are in West Berlin. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Interfractional Group of Evangelical Federal Deputies 


At the invitation of the President of the German Eyangelical Church 
Gathering, Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff, there was formed on December 5, in Bonn, 
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an "interfractional group of Evangelical Federal deputies," whose task it will 
be to discuss the central questions of church and political life on a basis of 
common Uhristian responsibility and in a spirit of brotherhood, E.P.S. Geneva 


BULGARIA Orthodox Theological Instruction 
‘rin cela a=) peices veer stein ndhenbt beable ade nen tap AS 


The Theological Academy of Scfia, successor to the Theological Faculty, 
has resumed its activities, states "Cherkovne Vestnik" in its issues Nos, 32 and 
33 for this year. A hostel has been set up as an annexe to the Academy, for the 
benefit of scholarship students, The Academy admits all pupils who have com- 
pleted the courses of the seminaries; candidates from the high-schools have to 
pass an entrance examination. All students are exempt from registration and 
examination fees. 


A merger has been arranged between the seminaries of Sofia and Plovdiv. 
160 candidates went up for the entrance examinations for this seminary, and 
72 passed. 


Consequent upon a recent decision by the Government, the Sofia seminary 
building is to be put at the disposal of the "Septemvriyche," the junior branch 
of the Communist youth movement, which will use it as its Central headquarters.» 


The seminary will be transferred to Cherepiche, E.P.S. Geneva 
PUERTO RICO Church and State 


On June 4, 1951, the Puerto Rican Congress is to deal, on the basis of 
a referendum, with the qestion whether the population wishes to establish its 
own constitution. In this connection the question also arises as to the future 
relations between Church and State in Puerto Rico. 


In order to clear up this question, the Roman Catholic Bishops of San 
Juan and Ponce have approached the Protestant authorities concerned with the 
Suggestion that they should consult together on this question and the Je gal 
points involved in January of next year, On behalf of the Protestant Churches, 
the President of the Association of Evangelical Churches, Dr. Angel F. Mergal, 
and the Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, Dr. Charles F. Boynton, have 
come forward. E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Prayers for Peace 


In a number of countries calls to prayer have been issued by the Churches 
and days for Prayers of Peace have been set aside. Thus the Netherlands Reformed 
Church has set aside Sunday, December 24, as a day of Prayer for Feace. 


A Call to the clergy and people of 29 Protestant and Orthd ox communions to 
join om Sunday, December 31, in a day of special prayer to God "for a peace 
which is the fruit of righteousness" was made by Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
President of the newly-formed National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. (see EPS Noe 47), We quote the following passage from that Call: 


"So in accordance with the call of the World Council of Churches, issued 
to Christians of many Churches and nationalities asking for prayer, as President 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., I ask the clergy 
and people of our constituent Churches to set aside the Sunday after Christmas, 
December 31, 1950, as a special day of prayer to God for a peace which is the 
fruit of righteousness, This Sunday in sacrament, in prayer, and in watchnight 
service, as we begin a new year of great portent and the second half of this 
twentieth century, let us beseech God to give to all navions wity, peace and 
concord. It is hoped that many outside of our own fellowship will join in this 
day of prayer that united in our faith in God Who is the Father of us all, we 


may indeed prove ourselves a nation under God," B.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Religious Liberty in Poland 
The following statement ¢m religious liberty was issued on December 16, 


1950, by the International Department of the British Council of Churches: 


"The International Department of the British Council of Churches has taken 
careful note of a report made to it of the grave oppression by the State under 
which the Roman Catholic Church in Poland is suffering. It is satisfied with the 
bona fide character of this report, and with the evidence that human rights 


No. 48/49 — December 22/29, 1950 ~2~ 356 


and freedoms, and particularly the legitimate rights of religious communities, 
churches, priests and religious iaymen, have been, and are being, wantonly violat~- 
ed. It is clear that the Declaration of Human Rights eof the United Nations is 
being systematically disregarded in Poland. 


, "Anxious to safeguard religious liberty wherever it is threatened, and to 
resist oppression, whether by the State against any or all denominations, or by 
one dominant religious majority against a minority, the International Department 
wishes to express indignation at the sufferings of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Poland, and prayerful sympathy with its fellow Christian members of that Church," 
E.P.5. Geneva 


CHINA Decisions cf the National 
Christian Council of China 


The 14th Biennial Meeting of the National Christian Council of China (N.C.C.) 
was held in Shanghai from October 18-25 (see EPS No. 44). This was the first 
Biennial lieeting since the change of the régime, There were 69 official dele- 
gates as well as 24 fraternal delegates from regional and local Christian coun- 
cils and 21 fraternal delegates from Churches which are not yet members of the 
N.C.C. No missionaries took part in the leeting. 


Among the decisions taken the following are especially important: 

(1) To give support to the Manifesto "The Task of the Chinese Christian 
liovement in National Reconstruction in New China", and to call up Christians 
throughout the country to participate enthusiastically in the movement for gain- 
ing signatures, 


{2) In response to appeals issued by the Chinese People's National Relief 
Commission, to take actual part in movements such as that for the collection of 
Winter clothing for refugees. 


(3) To call upon Christians throughout the country to give actual practical 
support to the Government's implementation of Land Reform. 


(4) To encourage and assist all Churches and Christian bodies and institu- 
tions throughout China to show the maximum determination in bringing to completion 
within five years the tiovement for self-government, self~support and self—propaga- 
tion. 


(5) To call upon all Churches, Christian bodies and institutions to initiate 
a move to give a place of greater importance to Christian Youth hoping that all 
Christian organisations will do their utmost to give a third of their positions 
of responsibility for leadership and planning to Christian young people, and also 
that the work of leading young people to dedicate themselves tc Christian ser- 
vice may be revived. 


(6) To invite responsible leaders from the Christian Seminaries throughout 
the country to call a Conference on Theological Education, to determine the 
direction of theolorical education from now onwards, 


of Delve request Christian workers and Church members throughout the country 
earnestly to seek a real understanding of this New Era, 
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(8) To call upon all Churches in China to look squarely at their actual 
work, and beneath the light given by God to go deep in self-examination, in order 
to ascertain whether or not their work is based upon the needs of the people. 


(9) In order to broaden the basis of membership of the National Christian 
Council, to give a welcome to all national Church bodies and organisations who 
have not as yet joined the Council to become participating members. 


(10) To determine the relations of regional. and local Christian Councils 
and Church Federations with the I.C.C. ; 


(11) To revise the Constitution of the N.C.C. in accordance with actual con- 
ditions. 


(12) To set up a Peking Office of the N.C.C. 


(13) In accordance with the accepted principle of making a new and independ- 
ent start, to draw up a five-year plan by which the N.C.C. may itself become 
sélf-supporting, responsibility for its budget being progressively undertaken by 


its member organisations, E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Old Prussian Synod‘s Church Solidarity Declaration 


(Berlin):- The General Synod of the Old Prussian Union, which comprises 
Evancelical Churches of East and “West, namely Pomerania, Saxony-Anhalt, Berlin- 
Brandenburg, Rhineland and Westphalia, convened for a special meeting at Berlin- 
Spandau from December 10-13, affirmed its solidarity with the Church governma t 
of Berlin-Brandenburg, "The Synod", the declaration statec, "proclaims with joy 
the unchanged unity of the member Churches and congregations in the West and 
East of Germany. We are grateful for this solidarity of faith, grounded in its 
historical heritage and prevailing over the zone frontiers, and of reciprocal 
service, in which we as a Church dare to stand together o 


"In this solidarity we testify to the Church goverment of Berlin-Branden- 
burg, in view of the growing difficulties with which it is confronted (see EPS 
No. 47), that the word of the Apostle tiads us alls- 'Bear ye one another's 
burdens! and 'When one member suffers, all otha members suffer with him', 


‘We have with concern taken cognisance of the fact that the Government of 
Land Brandenburg, under the threat of financial measures, not only demands from 
the Church government of Berlin-Brandenburg, the transfer of its administrative 
headquarters but also declares invalid measures which the Church government had 
to take against individual pastors. These measures were taken by no means be- 
cause of any activities of civic-political character of these pastors but on 
wholly other grounds. The Land Government, which declares invalid such purely 
inner church measures of a Church government, infringes upon the ground of wit- 
ness and harms the right permitted to a Church to order its cwn affairs, The 
insinuation expressed in the decision of the Council of iinisters of Land Bran- 
denburg of December 5, 1950, namely that the Church governmaat of Berlin-Branden- 
burg ‘is palpably influenced by anti-German circles', denotes a grave vilifica- 
tion of our whole Church, The Church government of Berlin-Brandenburg as the 
government of one of our member Churches should know that in this their situation, 
it will have the fraternal support of the whole vangelical Jhu:ch of the Old 
Prussian Union and the intercessions of their congregations. 
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"The General Synod of the Oid Prussion Union begs the Lord of the Church that 
the church government of the Berl in-Brandenburg, their congregations, pastors 
and Elders may be given stxength and wisdom in bearing witness to the message 
of God's salvation and to do, now and in any future developments, that which 
best serves the Church, the People and the State." 


On December 13, Bishop Dibelius wrote to Herr Jahn, Prime Minister of Bran- 
denburg, denying that any Evan.elical pastor had ever been disciplined for 
championing the ensuring of peace of the aims of the National Front, emphasising 
that a Synod of the Evangelical Church could not act under duress, and expressing 
the hope that the measures announced would not be put into effect. E-PeS. Geneva 


GREECE Reconstruction in Ecumenical Setting 


On the rising ground het#xeen hills and sea from Athens to Eleusis, centre 
of the pagan mystery cults of ancient Greece, the Church of Greece owns a large 
tract mf land which surrounds the church of St. Barbara. Until today the only 
time it has come to life has been when it las %<ecome’the site of a religious 
fair on St. Barbara's day, when several hundred thousand pilgrims flock to wor- 
ship in the church. 


On Sunday, November 26, however, the dream for its transformation began to 
be realised, After the liturgy had been celebrated, Archbishop Spyridion and 
King Paul in the presence cf members of the Synod, clergy and other visitors and 
a crowd of several thousand people, together laid the foundation stone of the 
buildings which will mark a new step forward in Greece in women's education and 
their training for service in the Church. 


The Archbishop ended his speech as follows: "This effort of the Church will 
certainly require great expense and financial resources which are lacking in 
the church today. But the bond of love of the Christian Churches, in spite of 
their doctrinal differences, has already secured for us the first capital gifts. 
I consider it my duty therefore to take the opportunity to thank the foreign 
Churches cooperating in the World Council of Churches, and in particular the 
Churches of America, Canada, England, Sweden; Norway and Switzerland, which both 
during the enemy occupation of the cpuntry and after the liberation, ina variety 
of ways have given help to our Church... These Churches have not rested content 
with material aid alone, but through the offering of these first capital gifts 
towards the building of this spiritual centre, they are already making an import- 
ant contribution to the spiritual and moral rehabilitation of the Greek people..." 

BoPede Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Attack against Apartheid 


The annual conference of the Transvaal Interdenominational African Minister's 
Association has passed a resolution condemning the apartheid policy of the present 
Government "because it is based on eternal White 'baasskap! (demination), which 


can only be maintained by the suppression and oppression of non-Whites." 
BePeo. Geneva 
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HUNGARY Fastoral Lette’ of the Luther- 
aa Bishops on Peace 


Bishops Zoltan Turoczy of the Transdanubian, Josef Szabo of the Cisdanubian, 
Dr. Louis Vet6 of the Tibiscan and Laszlo Dezséry of the Montana District of 
the Lutheran Church have issued a joint pastoral letter to be read, for the 
edification of pastors, consistories and church members, from the pulpits of 
_ all Lutheran congregations, The pastoral letter contains, among other things, 
the following declarations: 


"In these days, the prime qvestion confronting all men in the world is 
that of wer or peace, In both the Western and the Eastern part of the world, 
it has become a problem of the first magnitude whether the catastrophe of a 
new war can be averted, All nations of the world must face the question 
whether they will Ds, able to preserve peace - that is, whether they will be 
able to prevent the destruction of children, women, old people and all the 
cultural values of mankind. Everybody is responsible for peace, But a special 
responsibility rests on Christians, who have now to lis:en to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, in order that they may carry out their 
task of radiating, in: ther lives, words and deeds, the love of peace and 
the will to make peace. 


"The responsibility rests on us also in these days cf tension, to seek to 
end the indifference of Christians, which often tempts them to escape the great 
issues of the world, withdrawing into the isolation of their individual piety. 
Christians cannot profess unconcern with the prospect of plunging mankind into 
anew war, the gravest sin against humanity, a catastrophe entailing all the 
horrors, sins and misery of modern -arfare. 


ye call upon our Church members to pray fervently for peace. We ask 
our pastors to tale part in the peace movement of cur people, supporting this 
effort with their work and testimony, We call upon our Church menbers to let 
everyone express their love of peace by their everyday work, and by their wil- 
lingness to take part in the defence of peace. 


"We remind you of the words of Jesus Christ: 'Blessed are the peacemakers’. 


"May God bless our Church and people, may He answer cur supplications by 


preserving the peace of mankind." E.P.S~< Geneva 
-FRANCE Silver Jubilee of 


St.Sergius' Institute 


The Orthodox Theological Institute of St. Sergius in Paris celebrated on 
December 15 the 25th anniversary of its foundation. This occasion was marked 
by a particular sense of ecumenical responsibility, partly because the permanent 
seat of the Institute was obtained after the first world war thanks to assistance 
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from Western Christians, beginning with Dr. John R. Mott, and at one time was 
the centre of operations of the man who was later to set up the w rld-famous 
establishments of the Evangelical Church, bearing his name, von Bodelschwingh, 
in Bethel, Bielefeld - his picture today hangs in the library - but chiefly 
because the Institute has always played anactive part in ecumenical efforts. 
The Principal, Bishop Cassian, stressed the Institute's valuable experiences 
of fellowship in prayer with Christians belonging to other Churches. 


The President of the Protestant Federation of France, Pastor Mare Boegner, 
who is one of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches, in his message 
of greeting spoke of the close links between the leaders of the Institute and 
the representatives of other Churches — beyond doubt, he said, the work of 
Divine Providence, The greater understanding existing today among ‘/estern 
Christians with regard to Orthodoxy was a further achievement by the Institute 
deserving the gratitude of others, representing as it did a spiritual light 
which shone out to strengthen the ecumenical cause. 


The Institute, headed by twelve professors, has since its foundation 
trained 217 students, of whom 152 have obtained degrees and 104 have entered 
the clergy. Of the latter, three have become bishops. 


At the present time some 30 candidates - Russian, Serbian, German, Syrian, 
Greek and Bulgarian — are studying there. E.P.S. Geneva 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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